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OORTATVUrO 



THE LEGEND OF SIB GUTON, OR OF TEMPEBAUNCE. 



CANTO VII. 



Gayon findea Mammcm in a delve,' 
Smuimg his threasare hore; 

Is by him tempted, and led downe 
To see Ida secrete store. 



^S p3ot well expert in perilous wave, 
That to a stedfast staire his course hath bent, 
When foggy mistes or cloudy tempests have 
The faithfull light of that iaire lampe yblent,^ 
And cover'd heaven with hicle9ja9:drei3m^nt^'^ 
Upon his card and compas! firmes ^«'his eye, 

^ Delve, cave. ' Drertnwftf, dkrkileto. 



8 THE FAEBIE qUEENB. B. O. 

The maysteis of bis loog experiment. 
And to them does the steddy helme apply, 

Bidding bis winged vesseU fiuiely fivwaid fly : 

II. 
So Guyon hxnog lost his tnistie Guydoi 
Late left beyond that Ydle Lake, pnx^eedes 
f et on his way, of none accompanyde ; 
And evennoie himselfe with comfort feedes 
Of his own vertues and piaise-worthie deedes. 
So, long he yode,^ yet no adventure found. 
Which Fame of her shrill trompet worthy reedes' : 
For still he traveild through wide wastfiill^ ground, 

That nought but desert wildemesse shewd all around. 

m. 
At last he came unto a gloomy glade, 
Cover'd with boughes and shrubs from heavens light. 
Whereas he sitting found in secret shade 
An uncouth, salvage, and uncivile Wight, 
Of griesly hew and fowle ill-fiivour^d sight; 
His &ce with smoke was tand, and ^es were bleaid. 
His head and beard with sout ^ were ill bedight,^ 
His cole-blacke hands did seeme to have ben seard 

In smythes fire-spittmg forge, and nayles like dawes appeard. 

IV. 
IBs yron cote, all overgrowne with iiist. 
Was underneath enveloped with gold ; 
Whose glistring glosse, darkned with filthy dust. 
Well yet appeared to have beene of old 

> Vbde; went/% • • V . * Sout^ soot 

• JU^^ deemfl. •' • t m hedight^ dufigwed. 



1. 7.>- 3^ nigyitiTi ^f Jiislong experimma.] His guidet in tlie long 
▼oyag^hc ii drying.. .. * * . ' 
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A woike of rich entayle ^ and curious mould, 
Woven with antickes' and wyld jmSLgery : 
And in his lap a masse of coyne he told, 
And t. jned uprade downe, to feede his e^e 

And covetous desire with his huge throasuiy. 

V. 
And round about him lay on eveiy side 
Great heapes of gold that never could be spent ; 
Of which some were rude owre,^ not puiifide 
Of ^ Mulcibers devouring element ; 
Some others were new driven, and distent^ 
Into great ingowes ^ and to wedges square ; 
Scrnie m round plates withouten moniment^: 
But most were stampt, and in their metal bare 

The antique shapes of kings and Kesars straung and nue. 

VI. 
Soone as he Cruyon saw, in great afinght 
And haste he rose for to remove aside 
Those preUous hils from straungers envious sight, 
And downe them poured through an hole full wide 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide : 
But Guyon, lighdy to him leapmg, stayd 
I£s hand that trembled as one teirifyde ; 
And though himselfe were at the sight dismayd. 

Yet him perforce restraynd, and to him doubtfiiU ® sayd ; 

vn. 

" What art thou, Man, (if man at aU thou art,) 
That here in desert hast thine habitaunce,^ 
And these rich hils of welth doest hide apart 

^ EntayUf inlay ; intaglio. ' Ingowes j ingots. 

' ArUicktSy fantastic fi^pires. ' Monimenij stamp. 

» Oirre, ore. • Doubtfully fearful. 

* Ofy by. * Habitaunce, dwelling. 
^ DisUnif beaten out. 
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From the worldes eye, and fiom her right usaiince ? " 

Thereat, with starmg eyes fixed askaunce, 

In great disdame he answerd ; '' Hardy Elfe, 

That darest view my direful couDteDaunce ! 

I read ^ thee rash and heedlesse of thyselfe. 
To trouble my still seate and heapes of pretious pelie. 
VIII. 

^^ God of the world and woridlmgs I me call, 

Great Mammon, greatest god below the skye, 

That of my plenty poure out unto all, 

And unto none my graces do env^e : 

Riches, renowme, and principality. 

Honour, estate, and all this worldes good. 

For which men swinck ^ and sweat incessantly. 

Fro me do flow into an ample flood. 
And in the hollow earth have their etemall brood. 

a. 

" Wherefore if me thou deigne to serve and sew,' 
At thy commaund lo ! all these mountaines bee ; 

, Or if to thy great mmd, or greedy vew. 
All these may not suffise, there shall to thee 
Ten times so much be nombred ^ fiancke and fi^ee.'' 
'^ Mammon." said he, " thy godheads vaunt is vaine, 
And idle oflers of thy golden fee ; 
To them that covet such eye-g|luttmg gaine 

Profier thy gifles, and fitter servaunts entertaine. 

X. 
" Me ill besits,^ that m derdoing ® armes 

> Readf deem. * Jfombred, connted out 

' Swinekj toil. * BesUs, becomes. 

' Sewy follow. * Derdmngf doing bold deeds. 



DC. 6. — JJiy godheads vaunt.'] The boast you make of your diyinity. 
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And hoDours suit my vowed dayes do spend, 

Unto thy bounteous baytes and pleasmg cbaimeSy 

With which weake men thou witchest, to attend ; 

Regard of worldly mucke * doth fowly blend * 

And low abase the high heioicke spright, 

That ioyes far ciownes and kingdomes to contend ; 

Faire shields, gay steedes, blight armes, be my delist ; 

Those be the riches fit for an advent'ious Knight." 

XI. 
'' Vaine glorious Elfe," saide he, *^ doest not thou weet,^ 
That money can thy wantes at will supply ? 
Shields, steeds, and armes, and all thmgs for thee meet. 
It can purvay m twmckling of an eye ; 
And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply. 
Do not I kings create, and throw the crowne 
Sometimes to him that low in dust doth ly. 
And him that raignd into his rowme thrust downe ; 

And, whom I lust,^ do heape with glory and renowne? " 

XII. 
" All otherwise," saide he, " I riches read,' 
And deeme them roote of all disquietnesse ; 
First got with guile, and then preserv'd with dread, 
And after spent with pride and lavishnesse. 
Leaving behind them griefe and heavmesse : 
Infinite mischiefes of them doe arize ; 
Strife and debate, bloodshed and bittemesse. 
Outrageous wrong and hellish covetize ; 

That noble heart, as great dishonour, doth despiase. 
XIII. 
*^ Ne thine be kingdomes, ne the scepters thine ; 

> Mueke, wealth; literally, dirt * Blend, blemiah. 

* Weet^ know. * Lust, pleaae. * Rmd, regard. 
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But realmes and nilers tfaou doest both conibimd, 

And loyall truth to treason doest incline : 

"Witnesse the guiltlesse blood pouid oft on ground ; 

The crowned often slaine ; the slayer cround ; 

The sacred diademe in peeces rent ; 

And purple robe gored with many a wound ; 

Casdes surprizd ; great cities sackt and brent^ : 
So mak'st thou longs, and gaynest wrongfiill govenunent 1 

XIV. 

^' Long were to tell the troublous stonnes that tosse 

The private state, and make the life unsweet : 

Who swdling sayles in Caspian sea doth crosse. 

And in ftayle wood on Adrian gulf doth fleet. 

Doth not, I weene, so many evils meet." 

Then Mammon wexing wroth ; ^' And why then," sayd, 

'^ Are mortall men so fimd and undiscieet 

So evill thing to seeke unto their ayd ; 
And, havmg not, complaine : and, havmg it, upbrayd ? " 

XV. 

<^ Indeed," quoth he, ^' through fowle intonpentunce, 

Frayle men are oft captiVd to covetise : 

But would they thinke with how small allowaunce 

Untroubled nature doth herselfe sufBse, 

Such superfluities they would despise. 

Which with sad cares empeach^ our native ioyes. 

At the well-head the purest streames arise ; 

But mucky ^ filth his braunching armes annoyes. 
And with uncomely weedes the gende wave accloyes/ 



1 Brentj burned. ' Mucky, poUating. 

' JBn^MoeA, hinder. * ^edayes, chokef. 



XIV. 4. — On Adrian gulf.] The Adriatic sea. 
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XVL 

'' The iotique woildi in his first flowiing youth, 
Fownd no defect b his Creators grace ; 
But with glad thankes, and unfeproved ^ truth. 
The guifis of soveraine bounty did embrace : 
like angels life was then mens happy cace : 
But later ages pride, like corn-fed steed, 
Abusd her plenty and fiit-swobe encreace 
To all licentious lust, and gan exceed 
The measure of her meane^ and naturall first need, 
xvn. 
4* '' Then gan a cursed hand the quiet wombe 

•; Of his great grandmother with stede to wound, 

And thehid treasures in her sacred tombe 

* With sacriledge to dig : Therein he fownd 

* *. ' Fountaines of gold and silver to abownd, 
^ * Of which the matter of his huge deare 

9 • And pompous pride efisoones^ he did compownd ; 

Then Avarice gan through his vemes inspire 
His greedy flames, and kindled life-devouring fire.'' 
J • xvra. 

9 '. '< Sonne," said he then, ^< lett be ^ thy bitter soome, 

\ And leave the mdenesse of that antique age 

' To them, that liv'd therin in state forlome. 

Thou, that doest live in later times, must wage ^ 
Thy workes {or wealth, and life for gold engage. 
If then thee list my offied grace to use. 
Take what thou please of all this surplusage ' ; 
If thee list not, leave have thou to refose : 
But thmg refused doe not afterward accuse." 

' Ihurqfrovedy blameleM. * Lett be, leave off. 

' MeanAf moderate portion. * ^(^g^ pledge. 

' EJUoomes, immediately. * Swrplusagc^ ezoesi. 
VOL. II. 2 
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XIX.-' \* ■' ; • 

'< Me list ntky'' said the I3fiki ]^bt, '' receave 

Thing bified, tiQ t know it well be gott ; 

Ne wQte^ I but thou ^dst these goods beieaye 

From rightfiill owner hj unrighteous lott. 

Or that blood-guiltinesse or guile them blotL** •-'^^ i . 

" Perdy,^ " quoth he, " yet never eie did vew, ',i .•. 

Ne tong did tell,^ ne hand these handled not; : ',^ 
-.But safe I have them kept in secret m^* 

From hevens sight and powre of al whicb them pouisew." ^r* ] 

XX. ■ 'fi.'t 

** What secret place," quoth he, " can safely bold '- U . 

So huge a masse, and hide from heavens eie ? • . ^^?* ' \ 

Or wbi^re hast thou thy wonne,^ that so much gjoitd . . J '-' w 

Thou canst preserve from wrong and robbety'?*^ ' ^ * .; l-V 

** Come thou," quoth he, " and see." Sobyandbiy ' *''>.;• 

Through that thick covert he him led, and fownd . >•!". 

A darksome way, which no man could descry, » t v 



'^f ':• .Thsit d®^P descended through the hollow grownd, •*^^.'4* 

.• And-Ji^tas with dread and honor compassed arownd; ^^ •* 



# 



Lji, 






At length they came mto a laiger space, > 4 

That stretcht itselfe into an ample playne ; . 
Through which a beaten broad high way did trace, r, j? 

That streight did lead to Plutoes griesly rayne •: 
By that wayes side there sate infemall Pajrne, 
. ;.* • . Arid ftst beside him sat tumultuous Strife ; 
■; ••* /• ' y Yhe one in hand an yron whip did strajrne, 

;': ; • The other brandished a bloody knife ; 
•.V V. . Ajid both- did gnash their teeth, and both did threaten life. 

.'. •••7 ***'' • 

>V*-'*' ' ' WoUfknow. ^ ^ew, lading-place, 

.'r*???^' * Per<2y, in truth. * Wome, dwelling, 

•.\. ' TeB, count. * .Rayne, re'iga, ornaha. 



-v'^ r*» '. 
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xxn. 
On th' other ade. in* one constet there sate 
Crueli Revenge, and rancorous Despight, 
Disloyall Treason, and hart-burning Hate ; 
But gnawmg Gealosy, out of their sight 
Sitdng alone, his bitter lips did bight ; 
And trembUng Feare still to and fio did fly, 
And found no place wher safe he shroud him might : 
Lamentmg Sorrow did m darimes lye ;' 

And Shame his ugly face did hide fiom living eye. 
XXIII. 
And over them sad Horror with grim hew 
Did alwaies sore, beating liis yron wmgs ; 
And after him owles and night-ravens flew, 
The hatefuU messengers of heavy thingSi 
Of death and dolor ^ telling sad tidings ; 
Whiles sad Celeno, sitUng on a clifte, 
A song of bale^ and bitter sorrow smgs. 
That hart of flmt asonder could have rifle' ; 

Which having ended after him she flyeth swifte. 
XXIV. 
All these before the gates of Pluto lay ; 
By whom they passing spake unto them nought 
But th' Elfin Knight with wonder all the way 
Did feed his eyes, and fild his inner thought* 
At last him to a little dore he brought, 
That to the gate of hell, which gaped wide, 
Was next adbyning, ne them parted ought : 

> Jklor^ grief. * Bole, woe. ' Rifte^ riTeii. 



xxn, 1. — in one contort.] Together. 

XXIII. 6.— Sad CeUno.] CeUno was Uie name of one of the har- 
piea. 

XXIV. 7. — JVtf them parted ought.] Nor did any thing (aaght) part 
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Betwixt them both was but a litle stride, 
That did the House of Richesse fiom beUniiouth divide. 
XXV. 
Before the doie sat selfe-coiisuiiung Caie, 
Day and night keepmg waiy watch and ward. 
For feare least Force or Fraud should unaware 
Breake in, and spoile the treasure there in gard : 
Ne would he suffer Sleepe once thether-waid 
Approch, albe ^ his drowsy den were next ; 
For next to Death b Sleepe to be compard ; 
Therefore his house is unto his annext : [twext 

Here Sleep, there Richesse, and hel-gate them both be- 
XXVI, 
So soon as Mammon there airivd, the dore 
To him did open and affimrded way : 
Him followed dee Sir Guyon evemxHe, 
Ne darimesse him ne daunger mig^t dismay. 
Soone as he entred was, the dore streightway 
Did shutt, and fiom behmd it forth there lept 
An Ug^y Feend, more fowle then ^ dismall day ; 
The which with monstrous stalke behind him stept, 
And ever as he went dew watdi upon him kept 
XXVII. 
Well hoped hee, exe long that hardy Quest, 
If ever covetous hand, or lustfoll eye, 
Or lips he layd on thing that likt him best, 
Or ever sleepe his eie-strings did untye, 
9iould be his pray : And therefore still on hye 
He over him did hold his cniell clawes, 

> Albe, alUkoagh. * TTkm, thui. 



them. The door of the house of Riches was so near the gates of HeU 
that there might be said to be no space between them. 



0» nX. THE FAEBIE <|n££N£. 17 

Threatning with greedy gripe to doe him dye, 
And rend in peeces with his ravenous pawes, 

If ever he transgrest the &tall Stygian lawes. 
XXVm. 
That Houses fixme within was rude and strong, 
Lyke an huge cave hewne out of rocky cUfte, 
From whose rough vaut ^ the ragged breaches ^ hong 
Embost with massy gold of glorious guiite,^ 
And with rich raetall loaded every rifte, 
That heavy mine they did seeme to threatt ; 
And over them Arachne high did lifte 
Her cunning web, and spread her subtile nett, 

Enwrapped in fowle smoke and clouds more black than ietL 
XXIX. 
Both roofe, and floore, and walls, were all of gold, 
But oveigrowne with dust and old decay. 
And hid m darknes, that none could behold 
The hew thereof: for vew of cherefiill day 
Did never in tliat House itselfe display, 
But a feint shadow of uncertein light ; 
Such as a lamp, whose life does fade away ; 
Or as the moone, cloatfaed with clowdy night. 

Does shew to him that walkes in feare and sad affiight 
XXX. 
In all that rowme was nothing to be seene 
But huge great yron chests, and coffers strong. 
All bard with double bends,^ that none could weene 
Them to enforce by vk)lence or wrong ; 
On every side they placed were along. 
But all the grownd with sculs was scattered 

* Vautf vault ' BreaekeSf projecting pointi of n»k. 

* Olarunu gu^y rich qoality. * Baidij buida. 

2* 
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And dead mens bones, which round about were flong ; 
Whose lives, it seemed, whilome ^ there were shed, 

And their vile carcases now left unburied. 
XXXI. 
Thej forward passe ; Ne Gruyon yet spoke word, 
Till that diey came unto an yron dore, 
Which to them opened of his owne accord, 
And shewd of richesse such exceeding store. 
As eie of man did never see before, 
Ne ever could within one place be fownd, 
Though all the wealth, which b or was of yore, 
Could gatherd be through all the worid arownd. 

And that above were added to that under grownd. 
XXXII. 
The charge thereof unto a covetous Spright 
Commaunded was, who thereby did attend. 
And warily awaited day and night, 
FrcHn other covetous Feends it to defend. 
Who it to rob and ransacke did mtend. 
Then Mammon, turning to that Warriour, said ; 
'^ Loe, here the worldes blis ! loe, here the end. 
To which al men do ayme, rich to be made ! 

Such grace now to be happy is before thee laid." 
xxxni. 
« Certes,8 " sayd he, " I n'ill ^ thine oflfed grace, 
Ne to be made so happy doe intend ! 
Another blis before mine eyes I place, 
Another happines, another end. 
To them, that list, these base regardes I lend : 

1 WhUom^ formerly. * Certer, certainly. ' JViZI, will not have. 



XXXin.5.— 7VM&u«ri^ariie»/2eiu{.] < I leave theM low objeeti.' 
Begardes here means lomething reqoiring or lolieiting attention. 
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But I m aimes, and in atchievements brave. 
Do rather choose mj flittmg houres to spend. 
And to be lord of those that riches have, 

Then ^ them to have my selfe, and be their servile sclave." 
XXXIV. 
Thereat the Feend his gnashing teeth did grate. 
And grieVd, so long to lacke his greedie praj ; 
For well he weened that so glorious bayte 
Would tempt hb Guest to take thereof assay': 
Had he so doen, he had him snatcht away 
More light than culver ^ in the faulcons fist : 
Eteraall God thee save fiom such decay ! 
But, whenas Mammon saw his purpose mist, 

Him to entrap unwaxes another way he wist.^ 
XXXV. 
Thence, forward he him ledd and shordy brought 
Unto another rowme, whose dore forduight 
To him did open as it had beene taught : 
Therdn an hundred raunges weren pight,^ 
An hundred foumaces all burning bright ; 
By every foumace many Feends did byde, 
Defomied creatures, horrible in sight ; 
And every Feend his busie pames applyde 

To melt the golden metall, ready to be tryde. 
XXXVI. 
One with great bellowes gathered filling ajrre, 
And with forst wind the fewell did inflame ; 
Another did the dying bronds repayre 
With yion tongs, and sprinckled ofie the same 
With liquid waves, fiers Vulcans rage to tame, 

^ Tken^ihBxi. « IfiK, knew, contrived. 

* Jhaay, trial. • i^At, placed. 

' CWmt, pigeon. 
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Who, maystring ^ them, renewd his fonner heat : 

Some scumd the drosse that from the metal! came ; 

Some sdid the molten owie with ladles great: 
And every one did swincke,^ and every one did sweat 
XXXVII. 

But, when an earthly wight they present saw 

Glistring in armes and battailous aiay, 

From their whot ^ work they did themselves withdraw 

To wonder at the sight ; for, till that day, 

They never creature saw that cam that way : 

Their staring eyes sparckling with fervent fyie 

And ugly shapes did ni^ the Man dismay, 

That, were it not for shame, he would retyre ; 
TIU that him thus bespake their soveraine lord and syie: 
XXXVIII. 

^' Behold, thou Faeries sonne, with mortall ejre, 

That living eye before did never see ! 

The thing that thou didst crave so earnestly, 

To weet^ whence all the wealth late shewd by mee 

Proceeded, lo ! now is reveald to thee. 

Here is the fountabe of the worldes good ! 

Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee, 

Avise thee ^ well, and chaunge thy wilfiill mood ; 
Least thou perhaps hereafter wish, and be withstood." 
XXXIX. 

" Suffise it then, thou Money-god," quoth bee, 

" That all thine ydle offers I refiise. 

All that I need I have ; what needeth mee 

To covet more then I have cause to use ? 

With such vaine shewes thy worldlinges vyle abuse ; 

> Mafttringt mttterin^, or subdaing. ' Swuukey toiL 

' Whot, hot * Weet, know. * Avise thee, oonmder. 
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But give me leave to follow imne emprise.^ '' 
Mammon was much displeasd, yet no'te ^ he chuse 
But beare the rigour of his bold mesprise ^ ; 

And thence him forward ledd, him iiirther to entise. 

XL. 
He brought him, through a daricsom narrow strayt, 
To a broad gate all built of beaten gold : 
The gate was open ; but therein did wayt 
A sturdie Villein, stryding stifie and bold, 
As if the Highest God defy he would : 
In his right hand an yron club he held, 
But he hiraselfe was all of golden mould. 
Yet had both life and sence, and well could weld 

That cursed weapon, when his cruell foes he queld. 

XLl. 
Disda3me he called was, and did disdayne 
To be so cald, and who so did liim call : 
Sterne was his looke, and fall of stomacke * vayne ; 
HSs portaunce * terrible, and stature tall. 
Far passing th' hight of men terrestriall ; 
Like an huge gyant of the Titans race ; 
That made him scome all creatures great and small, 
And with his pride all others powre deface : 

More fitt emongst black fiendes then ^ men to have his place. 
XLII. 
Soone as those glitterand armes he did espye, 
That with their brightnesse made that darknes light. 
His harmefall club he gan to hurtle ^ bye, 
And threaten batteill to the Faery Knight ; 
Wbo likewise gan himselfe to batteill dight,^ 

* Emprise, enterprise. * Portaunce , deportment 

* JVo'te, could not. • Th4n, than. 

' Mesprise, contempt. ^ Hurde, raise. 

* Stomacke, haughtiness. ' Dtghi, prepare. 
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TUl Mammon did his hasty hand withhold^ 
And counsdd him abstaine from perilous fight; 
For nothmg might abash the Villem bold, 

Ne mortall stede emperce his miscreated mould. 
XUII. 
So having him with reason pacifyde. 
And that fiers Cade commaunding to foibeare, 
He brought him in. The rowme was large and wyde. 
As it some gyeld ^ or solemne temple weare ; 
Many great golden pillouis did upbeare 
The massy roofe, and riches huge sustajrne ; 
And every pillour decked was fiiU deare ^ 
With crownes, and diademes, and dtles vame. 

Which mortall princes wore whiles they on earth did rayne. 
XLIV. 
A route of people there assembled were. 
Of every sort and nation under skye, 
Which with great uprore preaced ^ to draw nere 
To th' upper part, where was advaunced hye 
A stately siege^ of soverune maiestye ; 
And thereon satt a Woman gorgeous gay, 
And richly cladd in robes of royaltye, 
That never earthly prince in such aray 

His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pryde display. 
XLV. 
Her bee right wondrous fiure did seeme to bee, 
That her broad beauties beam great brightnes threw 
Through the dim shade, that all men might it see ; 
Tet was not that same her owne native hew. 
But wrought by art and counterfetted shew, 
Thereby more lovers unto her to call ; 

1 Gyddf guild, haU. > Preaeed, preawd. 

* Deare, richly. * Siege, seat. 
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Nath'lesse most bevenly feiie m deed and yew 

She by creation was, till she did &11 ; 
Thenceforth she sought for helps to cloke her crime withall. 
XL VI. 

There, as in gUstring glory she did sitt, 

She held a great gold chaine ylincked well, 

Whose upper end to highest heven was knitt, 

And lower part did reach to lowest hell ; 

And all that preace ^ did rownd about her swell 

To catchen hold of that long chame, thereby 

To climbe aloft, and others to excell : 

That was Ambition, rash desire to sty,' 
And every linck thereof a step of dignity. 
XLVII. 

Some thought to raise themselves to high degree 

By riches and unrighteous reward ; 

Some by close shouldring ^ ; some by flatteree ; 

Others through friendes ; others for base regard ; 

And aU, by wrong waies, for themselves prepaid : 

Those, that were up themselves, kept others low ; 

Those, that were low themselves, held others hard, 

Ne suffied them to ryse or greater grow ; 
But every one did strive his fellow downe to throw. 
XLVIII. 

Which whenas Guyon saw, he gan bquire. 

What meant that preace ^ about that Ladies throne, 

And what she was that did so high aspyre ? 

Him Mammon answered ; " That goodly one. 

Whom all that folke with such contention 

Doe flock about, my deare, my daughter is : 

Honour and dignitie fiom her alone 

1 Prtace^ prem. ' Sty^ soar. ' Clo$t ahouldnngf hard puihing 
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Derived aroy and all tbis worldes blis, 

For which je men doe strive ; few gett, but many mis ; 
XLIX. 
" And fayre Pbilotim^ she righdy hight,^ 
The fairest wight that wonneth ^ under skie, 
But that this darksom neather worid her light 
Doth dim with horror and deformity, 
Worthie of heven and bye felicitie, 
From whence the gods have her for envy thrust : 
But, sith ^ thou hast ibund &vour in mine eye, 
Thy spouse I will her make, if that thou lust ^ ; 

That she may thee advance for worics and merits iusL" 

L. 
" Gramercy,^ Mammon," said the gende Knight, 
'^ For so great grace and offied high estate ; 
But I, that am fraile flesh and earthly wight, 
Unworthy match for such immortaU mate 
Myselfe well wote,^ and mme unequall &te : 
And were I not, yet is my trouth yplight,'^ 
And love avowd to other Liady late. 
That to remove the same I have no might : 

To chaunge love causelesse ^ is reproch to warlike Knight'' 

LI. 
Mammon emmoved was with mward wrath ; 
Yet, forcmg it to fayne, him forth thence ledd, 
Through griesly shadowes by a beaten path. 
Into a Gardin goodly garnished 

1 Hight, is called. * Gramercy^ many thanks. 

« fFoime^A, dwelleth. • fFote, know. 

' SUhy since. ' YpUght, plighted. 

* Lusty list, desire. > Causeltsstf withont reason. 



XUX. 1. — PiUIoCim^.] This word is derived from two Greek 
words, and signifies the love of distinction. 
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With heaibs and fruits, whose kinds mote not be redd^ : 
Not such as earth out of her fruitful! wcmib 
Throwes forth to men, sweet and well savored. 
But direfiill deadly black, both leafe and bloom, 

Fitt to adome the dead and deck the drery toombe. 

LII. 
There moumiull cypresse grew in greatest stove ; 
And trees of bitter gall ; and heben ^ sad ; 
Dead sleeping poppy ; and black hellebore ; 
Cold coloquintida ; and tetra mad ; 
Mortall samnitis ; and cicuta bad, 
With which th' uniust Atheniens made to dy 
Wise Socrates, who, thereof quaffing glad, 
Pourd out his life and last philosophy 

To the feyre Critias, his dearest belamy^ ! 

LIII. 
The Gardin of Proserpina this bight * : 
And in the midst thereof a silver seat. 
With a thick arber goodly overflight,' 
In which she often usd from open heat 
Herselfe to shroud, and pleasures to entreat^: 

> Reddj explained. ^ Bight, is called. 

• Heben, ebony. • Over-dight, overspread. 

' Belamy, (bel ami, Fr.) fair friend. ' Entreat, receive, or enjoy. 



LII. 4. — CM coloquintida, &c.] Coloquintida is the fruit of the 
bitter apple. Tetra is supposed to be the deadly night^shade. 

Ln. 5. — MortaU «ammfM.] Upton conjectures that Spenser here 
means the savin-tree, or arbor Sabina, which was supposed to produce 
abortion. 

LII. 7. — Wise Socrates, &c.] It was Theramenes, and not Socrates, 
of whom this incident is related. Spenser was probably led into the 
mistake from the resemblance of the name of Critias to that of Crito, 
who was an intimate friend of Socrates, and with him at the time of 
his death. 
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Next thereunto (fid grow a goodly tree. 

With braimches broad dispredd and body great, 

Clothed with leaves, that none the wood mote see, 

And loaden all with fruit as thick as it might bee. 

LIV. 
Their fruit were golden apples glistrmg bright, 
That goodly was their glory to behold ; 
On earth like never grew, ne livmg wight 
Like ever saw, but they from hence were sold ^ ; 
For those, which Hercules widi conquest bold 
Grot from great Adas daughters, hence began. 
And planted diere (fid bring forth fruit of gold ; 
And those, with which th' Euboean young man wan 

Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out ran. 

LV. 
Here also sprong that goodly golden fruit. 
With which Acontius got his lover trew. 
Whom he had long dme sought widi fruidesse suit ; 
Here eke that fiimous golden apple grew, 

* Soldj procured. 



LIV . 6. — Got from great Atlas daughters.^ It was one of the labon 
of Hercules to procure the golden apples of the Hesperides, who were 
the daughters of Hesperus, according to some accounts, and according 
to others, of Atlas. 

LIV. 9. — Stnft Atalanta.'] Hippomencs yanquished Atalanta in a 
foot-race, by dropping an apple of gold before her, whenever she was 
likely to get the start of him, and which she stopped to gather. 

LV. 2. — Acontius.] Acontius was a youth of humble origin, who 
fell in love with Cydippe, of Delos, and being unsuccessful in his suit, 
wrote on an apple, which he gave to her, the words, " I swear by Diana 
Acontius shall be my husband." She read the words, and felt con- 
strained to marry her lover, by the involuntary oath she had uttered. 

LV. 3. — Fndtlesse suit,] Spenser, perhaps without knowing it, 10 
here betrayed into a pun. 
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The which emongst the gods false Ate threw ; 
For which th' Idaean Ladies disagreed. 
Tin partiall Paris dempt ^ it Venus dew, 
And had of her iayre Helen for his meed, 

That many noble Greekes and Troians made to bleed. 
LVI. 
The wariike Elfe much w(Hidred at this tree, 
So fiiyre and great, that shadowed all the ground ; 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee,^ 
Did stretch themselves without the utmost bound 
Of this great Gardm, compast with a mound : 
Which over-hanging, they themselves did steepe 
In a blacke flood, which flow'd about it round ; 
That is the river of Cocytus deepe. 

In which fiill many soules do endlesse wayle and weepe. 
LVII. 
Which to behold he clomb up to the bancke. 
And, looking downe, saw many damned wightes 
In those sad waves, which direfuU deadly stancke, 
Plonged continually of ^ cruell sprightes. 
That with their piteous ciyes, and yelling shrightes,^ 
They made the further shore resounden wide : 
Emongst the rest of those same rueiiill sightes. 
One cursed creature he by chaunce espide, 

That drenched lay fiiU deepe under the Garden side. 
LVIII. 
Deepe was he drenched to the utmost chin, 

* Dempt, deemed. • Of, by. 

• Fee, property. * ^righteSf shrieks. 



LV. 5. — I%e tohiehj &c.] The story of the golden apple thrown in 
among the guests at the marriage of Pelens and Thetis, and its < 
qoenoes, is well known. 
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Yet gaped still as covetiiig to drinke 

Of the cold liquor which he waded in ; 

And, stretching forth his hand, did often thinke 

To reach the finiit which grew upon the brincke ; 

But both the fiuit from hand, and flood fiom mouth, 

Did fly abacke, and made him vainely swincke ^ ; 

The whiles he sterv'd with hunger, and with drouth 
He daily dyde, yet never throughly* dyen couth.^ 

LIX. 

The Knight, him seemg labour so in vaine, 

Askt who he was, and what he meant thereby? 

Who, groning deepe, thus answerd him againe ; 

" Most cursed of all creatures under skye, 

Lo Tantalus, I here tormented lye ! 

Of whom high love wont whylome * feasted bee ; 

Lo, here I now for want of food doe dye ! 

But, if that thou be such as I thee see. 
Of grace I pray thee give to eat and drinke to mee ! " 

LX. 

" Nay, nay, thou greedy Tantalus," quoth he, 

" Abide the fortune of thy present fate ; 

And, unto aU that live b high degree, 

Ensample be of mind intemperate, 

To teach them how to use their present state." 

* Swincke, labor. ' Couth, could. 

• Throughly^ thoroughly. * Whytome, formerly. 



LIX. 6. — Cf whom, Ac.] It has been conjectured by Upton that 
Spenser wrote <* Who of/' instead of <* Of whom." Tantalus was ad- 
mitted by Jupiter to the table of the gods, and was punished for betray- 
ing their confidential disclosures — a fate which modem travellers, who 
oBend so largely in the same way, should bear in mind. Other ac- 
counts, however, say that it was because he invited the gods to a ban- 
quet, and served the flesh of his son Pelops as part of the entertain- 
ment. 
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Then gan the cuised Wretch alowd to ay. 
Accusing highest love and gods ingiate ; 
And eke blasphemmg heaven bitterly, 

As author of uniustice, there to let him dye. 
LXI. 
He lookt a litle further, and espyde 
Another Wretch, whose carcas deepe was drent^ 
Within the river which the same did hyde : 
But both his handes, most filthy feculent,^ 
Above the water were on high extent,^ 
And fajnd ^ to wash themselves incessantly, 
Yet nothing cleaner were for such intent. 
But rather fowler seemed to the eye ; 

So lost his labour vaine and ydle industry. 
LXII. 
The Knight, him calling, asked who he was ? 
Who, lifting up his head, him answerd thus ; 
'' I Pilate am, the faisest iudge, alas ! 
And most uniust ; that, by unrighteous 
And wicked doome, to lewes despiteous ^ 
Delivered up the Lord of Life to dye, 
And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 
The whiles my handes I washt in purity. 

The whiles my soule was soyld with fowle iniquity." 
LXIII. 
Infimte moe ® tormented m like pame 
He there beheld, too long here to be told ; 
Ne Mammon would there let him long remayne, 

> Drtntf drenched. ^ Fayrid^ pretended, seemed. 

' Feculent, foul. ^ Despiteous, malicious. 

' Extent, raised. * Moe, more. 



LXII. 8. — In purity.'] In token of purity. 

3* 
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For tenour of the tortures mani£dd, 

In which the damned soules he did behold, 

But roughly him bespake : '^ Thou fearefiill fixde, 

Why takest not of that same finite of gold ? 

Ne sittest downe on that same silver stoole, 

To rest thy weary person in the shadow coole ? " 
LXIV. 
All which he did to do him deadly fall 
In fi^yle intemperaunce through sinfull bayt; 
To which if he inclyned had at all, 
That Dreadfiill Feend, which did behinde him wajrt, 
Would him have rent m thousand peeces strayt : 
But he was wary wise in aU his way, 
And well perceived his deceiptfiill sleight, 
Ne suffied lust ^ his safety to betray : 

So goodly did beguile the guyler of his pray. 
LXV. 
And now he has so long remained theare, 
That vitall powres gan wexe both weake and wan 
For want of food and sleepe, which two upbeare, 
Ldke mighde pillours, this fi*ayle life of man. 
That none without the same endur^i can : 
For now three dayes of men were fiill outwrou^t. 
Since he this hardy enterprise began : 
Forthy ^ great Mammon fayrely he besought 

Into the world to guyde him backe, as he him brought. 
LXVI. 
The God, though loth, yet was constraynd t' obay; 
For lenger time, then ^ that, no living wight 
Below the earth might suffied be to stay : 
So backe againe him brought to living light 

1 Uut, avuice. ' Forthy, therefore. * Then, than. 
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But all so soone as his enfeebled spright 
Gan sucke this vitall ayre mto his brest, 
As oyerc(Hne with too eKceediog might, 
The life did flit away out of her nest, 
And all his sences were with deadly fit opprest* 

* In the swoon of Sir Onyon, it has been conjectoied that Spenset 
means to express that state of torpid inaction into which the best facul- 
ties of the mind and heart fall, from the too eager and exclusive pur- 
suit of wealth. The images and incidents in this canto are derived 
partly from classical mythology, and partly from the capacious stores of 
) fiction. 
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CANTO VIII. 

Sir Guyon, layd in swowne, is by 
Aerates sonnes despoyld ; 

Whom Arthure soone hath reskewed. 
And Paynim brethren foyld. 



And is there care in heaven ? And is there love 
In heavenly spirits to these creatures bace, 
That may compassion of their evils move ? 
There is : — else much more wretched were the cace 
Of men then^ beasts: But O ! th' exceeding grace 
Of Highest God that loves his creatures so, 
And all his woii^es with mercy doth embrace, 
That blessed Angels he sends to and fio, 
To serve to wicked man, to serve his wicked foe ! 

II. 
How oft do they their silver bowers leave 
To come to succour us that succour want ! 
How oft do they with golden pineons cleave 
The flitting ^ skyes, like flpng pursuivant, 
Against fowle feendes to ayd us militant ! 
They for us fight, they watch and dewly ward. 
And their bright squadrons round about us plant ; 

I Then, than. ' Flitting^ yielding. 



1. 1. — And is there care in keavenf &c.] These two introdnetofy 
stanzas are very beautiful — equally remarkable for dignity of senti- 
ment and beauty of versification. 
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And all for love and nothing for reward : 
O, why should Hevenly God to men have such regard ! 

III. 
During the while that Guyon did abide 
In Mammons House, the Palmer, whom whyleare ^ 
That wanton Mayd of passage had denide, 
By further search had passage found elsewhere ; 
And, being on his way, approached neare 
Where Guyon lay in traunce ; when suddebly 
He heard a voyce that called lowd and cleare, 
" Come hether, come hether, O ! come hastily ! " 
That all the fields resounded with the ruefiill ciy. 

IV. 
The Palmer lent his ear unto the noyce, 
To weet * who called so importunely : 
Againe he heard a more efibrced ^ voyce. 
That bad him come m haste : He by and by 
His feeble feet directed to the ciy ; 
Which to that shady delve ^ him brought at last, 
Where Mammon earst ^ did sunne his threasury : 
There the good Guyon he found slumbring fast 
In senceles dreame ; which sight at first him sore aghast.* 

V. 
Beside his head there satt a faire young man, 
Of wondrous beauty and of freshest yeares, 
Whose tender bud to blossome new began. 
And florish fairo above his equall peares : 
His snowy front, curled with golden heares, 

* WkyUare, a litUe while a^ro. * Ddve^ CBTe. 

' Weet, learn. * Earst, before. 

* More eforeedj loader. * Aghast^ terrified. 



ni. 3. — That waaitan Mayd, Ac.] Phadria. See canto VI. ftania 
XIX. 
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Like Phoebus face adomd with sunny rayes, 
Divinely shone ; and two sharpe wmged sheaies, 
Decked with diverse plumes, like painted jayes. 

Were fixed at his backe to cut his ayery wayes. 

VI. 
like as Cupido on Idsean hill, 
When hanng Isud his cruell bow away 
And mortall airowes, wherewith he doth fill 
The world with murdrous spoiles and bloody pray. 
With his faire mother he him dights ^ to play. 
And with his goodly sisters, Graces three ; 
The goddesse, pleased with his wanton play, 
Sufiers herselfe through sleepe beguild to bee. 

The whiles the other ladies mind theyr meiy glee. 

VII. 
Whom when the Palmer saw, abasht he was 
Through fear and wonder, that he nought could say, 
Till him the Childe bespoke ; " Long lackt, alas, 
Hath bene thy iaithiull aide in hard assay ^ ! 
Whiles deadly fitt thy Pupill doth dismay. 
Behold this heavy sight, thou reverend Sire ! 
But dread of death and dolor ^ doe away ; 
For life ere long shall to her home retire, 

And he, that breathlesse seems, shal corage bold respire. 

vni. 
" The charge, wliich God doth unto me arrett,* 
Of his deare safety, I to thee commend ; 
Yet will I not forgoe, ne yet forgett 
The care thereof myselfe unto the end, 
But evermore him succour, and defend 

^ Him dights, preparei. ' DoUtr, grief. 

' jfijjoy, enterpriae. ^ ArrOt, allot 



y . 7. — Sfteorw.] Wings fomied like the blados of ihean. 
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Against his foe and mine : Watch thou, I pray ; 

For evill is at hand him to offend." 

So having said, edsoones ^ he gan display 
His painted nimble wings, and vanisht quite away. 

IX. 

The Palmer seeing his lefie empty place, 

And his slow eics beguiled of their sight, 

Woxe sore affiaid, and standing still a space 

Gaz'd after him, as fowle escapt by flight : 

At last, him, turning to his charge behight,^ 

With trembling hand his troubled pulse gan try ; 

Where finding life not yet dislodged quight, 

He much reioyst, and courd ^ it tenderly. 
As chicken newly hatcht, fiom dreaded destiny. 

X. 

At last he spide where towards him did pace 

Two Paynim Knights al armd as bright as skie, 

And them beside an aged Sire did trace. 

And far before a light-foote Page did flie 

That breathed strife and troublous enmide. 

Those were the two sonnes of Aerates old. 

Who, meeting earst^ with Archimago slie 

Foreby that Idle Strond, of him were told 
That he, which earst^ them combatted, was Guyon bold. 

XI. 

Which to avenge on him they dearly vowd, 

Whereever that on ground they mote him find : 

> EftsooneSt immediately. * Courd, protected* 

* Behight^ intrusted. « Earst, before. 



X. 3. — An aged Sire.^ Archimago. 

X. 4. — .^ Hght-fooU Page.] Atin. 

X. 7. — Who, meeting earst."] See canto VI. itanza XLVII. 
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False Aichimage provdct their corage piowdy 
And stryfiil Atin in their stubbome mind 
Coles of contention and whot ^ vengeaunce tind.^ 
Now bene they come whereas the Palmer sate. 
Keeping that slombred corse to him assind : 
Well knew they both bis person, sidi ^ of late 

With him in bloody armes they rashly did debate. 

xn. 
Whom when Pyrochles saw, inflam'd with rage 
That Sire he fowl bespake ; '^ Thou dotard vile. 
That with thy brutenesse shendst^ thy comely age, 
Abandon soone, I read,^ the caytive spoile 
Of that same outcast carcas, that erewhile 
Made itselfe famous through false trechery. 
And crownd bis coward crest with knighdy stile ; 
Loe ! where he now inglorious doth lye, 

To proove he lived il, that did dius fowly dye." 

XIII. 
To whom the Palmer fearelesse answered ; 
^' Certes,^ Sir Knight, ye bene too much to blame, 
Thus for to blott the hon(»r of the dead, 
And with fowle cowardize his carcas shame 
Whose living handes immortalizd his name. 
Vile is the vengeaunce on the ashes cold ; 
And envy base to barke at sleeping fame : 
Was never wight that treason of him told : 

Yourselfe his prowesse prov'd, and found him fiers and bold." 

XIV. 
Then sayd Cymochles ; " Palmer, thou doest dote, 
Ne canst of prowesse ne of knighthood deeme, 

1 What, hot « Shtndst^ disgracetft. 

* Thidj kindled. * Read^ advise. 

' 5tt^, flinoe. ' Cartes, Burely. 
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Save as thou seest or hearst : But well I wote, 

That of his puissaunce tiyall made extreeme : 

Yet gold all is not that doth golden seeme ; 

Ne al good Knights that shake well speare and shield : 

The worth of all men by their end esteeme ; 

And then dew praise or dew reproch them yield : 

Bad therefore I him deeme that thus lies dead on field." 

XV. 
" Good or bad," gan his brother fiers reply, 
" What do I recke, sith ^ that he dide entire ? 
Or what doth his bad death now satisfy 
The greedy hunger of revengbg yre, 
Sith * >\'rathfull hand wrought not her owne desire? 
Yet, since no way is lefte to wreake my spight, 
I will him reave * of armes, the victors hire, 
And of that shield, more worthy of good Knight ; 

For why should a dead dog be deckt in armour bright ? " 

XVI. 
" Fayr Sir," said then the Palmer suppliaunt, 
" For knighthoods love doe not so fowle a deed, 
Ne blame your honor with so shamefull vaunt 
Of vile revenge : To spoile the dead of weed ' 
Is sacrilege, and doth all sinnes exceed : 
But leave these relicks of his living might 
To decke his herce, and trap ^ his tomb-blacke steed." 

* Sith, since. ' Weed^ habiliments. 

• Reave, strip. * Trap, adorn. 



XV. 2. — Sith that he dide entire,'] Since he died a natnral death, 
without bein^r wounded. 

XV. 7. — Victors hire.'] The arms of the vanqmshed knight belonged 
to the victor. 

XVI. 3. — JVe hlame your honor.'] Nor cast reproach upon your 
honor. 

XVI. 7.— To decke his herce.] The herce was a sort of cenotaph or 
VOL. II. 4 
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'^ What herce or steed/' said he, " should he have dight, 
But be entombed in the raven or the kight ? " 

XVII. 
With that, rude hand upon his shield he laid, 
And th' other brother gan his helme unlace ; 
Both fiercely bent to have him disaraid ; 
Till that they spide where towards them did pace 
An armed Knight, of bold and bounteous grace, 
Whose Squire bore after him an heben ^ launce 
And coverd shield : Well kend ^ him so far space 
Th' Enchaunter by his armes and amenaunce,^ 
When under him he saw his Lybian steed to praunce ; 
XVIIl. 
And to those brethren sayd ; " Rise, rise bylive,^ 
And unto batteil doe yourselves addresse ; * 
For yonder comes the prowest Knight alive. 
Prince Arthur, flowre of grace and nobilesse. 
That hath to Paynim Knights ^Tought great distresse, 
And thousand Sar'zins fowly donne to dye." 
That word so deepe did m their harts impresse. 
That both eftsoones ^ upstarted fiiriously, 
And gan themselves prepare to batteill greedily. 

XIX. 
But fieis Pyrochles, lacking his owne sword. 
The want thereof now gready gan to plaine, 

' Heben^ ebony. * Bylive, immediately. 

* Kendj knew. * Eftsoarus, immediately. 

' Jhneiuntneej carria^. 



temporary tomb, where the arms of the knight were suspended. Py- 
rochles replies that he deserves not a hearse or a steed, but that he 
should be left to be devoured by the raven and the kite. 

X VII. 5. — ^n armed Knight.'] lliis is the first appearance of Prinoo 
Arthur in this book. 

XVII. 7, — And coverd ^lieU.] See book I. canto VII. stanza 
XXXIII. 
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And Archiinage besought, him that affi)rd 
Which he had brought for Braggadochio vaine. 
'< So would I/' said th' enchaunter, " glad and faine 
Beteeme ^ to you this swoid, you to defend, 
Or ought that els your honour might maintaine ; 
But that this weapons powre I well have kend * 

To be contrary to the worke which ye mtend : 

XX. 
'^ F(»r that same Knights owne sword this is, of yore 
Which Merlin made by his almightie art 
For that his Noursling, when he knighthood swore. 
Therewith to doen his foes etemall smart. 
The metall first he mixt with medaewart. 
That no enchauntment irom his dint might save ; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart, 
And seven times dipped m the bitter wave 

Of hellish Styx, which hidden vertue to it gave. 

XXI. 
" The vertue is, that nether Steele nor stone 
The stroke thereof fix)m entraunce may defend ; 
Ne ever may be used by his fone ^ ; 
Ne forst his rightful owner to offend ; 
Ne ever will it breake, ne ever bend ; 
Wherefore Morddure it rightfully is hight.^ 

* BeteenUf deliver. ■ Fone, foca. 

* Kendf learned. « Hight, called. 



XIX. 4. — Had brought far Braggadochio vaine.'] See canto III 
■tanza XVIII. 

XX. 2. — Merlin.'] Merlin waa a famous enchanter, who plays a 
conspicuonB part in the fabulous history of Britain. 

XX. 5. — Mediewart.'] This I conjecture to be a general name for a 
medicinal herb, compounded of medica and loartf an herb. Upton 
thinks that a particular herb, called medieaf mentioned by Virgil in 
Georg. i. 215, is meant. 

XXI. 6. — Morddure.'] Morddure is derived from two French words 
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In vaine therefore, PTrochles, should I lead 
The same to thee, against his Lord to fight ; 

For sure yt would deceive thj labor and thy might'' 

XXII. 
'^ Foolish old man," said then the Pagan wroth, 
'^ That weenest words or charms may force withstond : 
Soone shalt thou see, and then beleeve far troth,^ 
That I can canre with this inchaunted brond 
His Lords owne flesh." Therewith out of his bond 
That vertuous Steele he rudely snatcht away ; 
And Guyons shield about his wrest he bond : 
So ready dight, fierce battiule to assay, 

And match his brother proud in battailous aray. 
XXIII. 
By this, that straunger Knight in presrace came, 
And goodly salved ^ them ; who nought againe 
Him answered, as courtesie became ; 
But with Sterne lookes, and stomachous ^ disdaine, 
Gave signes of grudge and discontentment vaine : 
Then, turning to the Palmer, he gan spy 
Where at his feet, with sorrowfull demayne^ 
And deadly hew, an aimed corse did lye. 

In whose dead &ce he redd great magnanimity. 

XXIV. 
Said he then to the Palmer ; " Reverend Syro, 
" What great misfortune hath betidd * this Knight ? 
Or did his life her fatall date exp3rre. 
Or did he fall by treason, or by fight ? 

^ Troth, truth. < Demayne, demeanor. 

> Salved, nlated. • Betidd, befaUen. 

' Stomachous, haughty. 



ngnifying to bite sharp. The magic yirtues of King Arthur a sword 
Excalabar are well known to the readers of romantic fiction. 
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However, sure I rew his pitteous plight" 
" Not one, nor other," sayd the Pahner grave, 
" Hath him befalne ; but cloudes of deadly night 
Awhile his heavy eylids cover'd have, 

And all his sences drowned in deep sencelesse wave- 

XXV. 
" Which those his cruell foes, that stand hereby, 
Making advantage, to revenge their spight. 
Would him disarme and treaten shamefiilly ; 
Unworthie usage of redoubted Knight ! 
But you, faire Sir, whose honourable sight 
Doth promise hope of helpe and timely grace. 
Mote I beseech to succour his sad plight. 
And by your powre protect his feeble cace ? 

First prayse of knighthood is, fowle outrage to deface.^ " 
XXVI. 
" Palmer," said he, " no Knight so rude, I weene, 
As to doen outrage to a sleeping ghost ^ : 
Ne was there ever noble corage ^ seene. 
That m advauntage would his puissaunce host : 
Honour is least, where oddes appeareth most. 
May bee, that better reason will aswage 
The rash revengers heat. Words, well dispost. 
Have secrete powre t' appease mflamed rage : 

If not, leave unto me thy Knights last patronage." 
XXVII. 
Tho,^ tummg to those brethren, thus bespoke ; 
" Ye warlike payre, whose valorous great might. 
It seemes, iust wix>nges to vengeaunce doe provoke, 
To wreake your wrath on this dead«seeming Ejiight, 
Mote ought allay the storme of your despight, 

' DefaeBf defeat, prevent. ' Corage, heart, mind. 

* GhastfWoni. * 7%o, then. 

4# 
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And setde patience in so fiirious heat ? 
Not to debate the chalenge of your right, 
But for his caikas pardon I entreat, 

Whom fortune hath abeady laid m lowest seat" 
xxvm. 
To whom Cymochles said ; '< For what art thou. 
That mak'st thyselfe his dayes-man,^ to prolong 
The vengeaunce prest ? * Or who shall let ^ me now 
On this vile body irom to wreak my wrong, 
And make his carkas as the outcast dong? 
Why should not that dead carrion satisfye 
The guilt, which, if he lived had thus long. 
His life for dew revenge should deare abye ^ ? 

The trespass still doth live, albee ^ the person dye." 
XXIX. 
" Indeed," then said the Prince, " the evill donne 
Dyes not, when breath the body first doth leave ; 
But from the grandsyre to the nephewes ^ sonne 
And all his seede the curse doth often cleave. 
Till vengeaunce utterly the guilt bereave : 
So str^ghtly '^ (rod doth iudge. But gentle Knight, 
That doth against the dead his hand upreare. 
His honour staines with rancour and despight, 

And great disparagment makes to his former might." 
XXX. 
Pyrochles gan reply the second tyme, 

^ Dayes-maUf axbitrator. * Albe^^ although. 

' Pratf ready at hand. * Jfephewes, grandson, or detoendani 

' Letf hinder. generally. 

* Jihye, pay. ' StraghUy, strictly. 



XXVU. 7.~AoC to debate the chalenge of^ &c.] To waive all qaes- 
tion concerning. 
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And to him sajd ; " Now, felon, sure I read,^ 
How that thou art partaker of his cryme : 
Therefore by Termagaunt thou shalt be dead." 
With that, his hand, more sad ^ than lomp of lead, 
Uplifting high, he weened with Morddure, 
Hb owne good sword Morddure, to cleave his head. 
The faithfiill Steele such treason no'uld ^ endure. 

But, swarving iit>m the marke, his Lordes life did assure. 
XXXI. 
Yet was the force so fiirious and so fell. 
That horse and man it made to reele asjde : 
Nath'lesse the Prince would not forsake his sell,^ 
(For well of yore he learned had to ryde,) 
But fiill of anger fiersly to him cryde ; 
" False traitour, miscreaunt, thou broken hast 
The law of armes, to strike fi)e undeBde : 
But thou thy treasons fruit I hope, shalt taste' 

Right sowre, and feele the law, the which thou hast defast^ " 
xxxn. 
With that his balefiill speare he fiercely bent 
Against the Pagans brest, and therewith thought 
His cursed life out of her lodg have rent : 
But, ere the point arrived where it ought, 
That seven-fold shield, which he from Guyon brought. 
He cast between to ward the bitter stownd ® : 
Through all those foldes the steelehead passage wrought, 
And through his shoulder perst ; wberwith to ground 

He groveling fell, all gored b his gushbg wound. 

» Read, perceive. * Sell, saddle. 

' Sadf heary. * Defast, broken. 

' Jfd'vldy wonld not * Stowndf assault. 



XXX. 4. — By Tennagaiaaf dec] TermagamU is the name given 
in old romances to the god of the Saracens. 
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XXXUI. 
Which when his brother saw, fraught with great griefe 
And wrath, he to him leaped fbriouslj, 
And fowlj saide ; Bj Mahoune, cursed thiefe. 
That direfull stroke thou dearely shalt aby.^ " 
Then, hurling up his harroefull blade on hj, 
Smote him so hugely on his haughtie crest, 
That from his saddle forced him to fly : 
Ek mote it needes downe to his manly brest 

Have cleft his head in twaine, and life thence dispossest. 
XXXIV. 
Now was the Prince in daungerous distresse, 
Wanting his sword when he on foot should fight : 
His smgle speare could doe him small redresse 
Against two foes of so exceeding might, 
The least of which was match for any Knight. 
And now the other, whom he earst ^ did daunt, 
Had reard himselfe agame to cruel fight 
Three times more furious and more puissaunt, 

Uimundfidl of his wound, of his fate ignoraunt. 
XXXV. 
So both attonce him charge on either syde 
With hideous strokes and importable ^ powre. 
That forced him his ground to traverse wyde. 
And wisely watch to ward that deadly stowre * : 
For on his shield, as thicke as stormie showre. 
Their strokes did raine ; yet did he never quaile, 
Ne backward shrinke ; but as a stedfast towre, 

> Ahtff pay. ' ImpertMtf not to be borne. 

' Earst^i before. * SUnortf danger. 



XXXIII. 3.— ByAfoAmme.] Mohammed. 

XXXIV. 3. — £R« singU speare.] His spear alone and single. 
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Whom foe with double battry doth assaile, [avafle. 

Them on her bulwarke beares, and bids than nought 
XXXVI. 
So stoutly he withstood their strong assay ; 
Till that at last, when he advantage spyde, 
His poynant ^ speare he thrust with puissant sway 
At proud Cyroochles, whiles his shield was wyde,^ 
That through his thigh the mortall Steele did gryde ^ : 
He, swarving with the force, within his flesh 
Did breake the launce, and let the head abyde : 
Out of the wound the red blood flowed fresh, 

That underneath his feet soone made a purple plesh.^ 
XXXVII. 
HoiTibly then he gan to rage and rayle, 
Cursing his gods, and himselfe damning deepe : 
Als^ when his brother saw the red blood rayle* 
Adowne so fast, and all his armour steepe. 
For very felnesse ^ lowd he gan to weepe, 
And said ; " Caytive, curse on thy cruell bond, 
That twise hath spedd ^ ; yet shall it not thee keepe 
From the third brunt of this my fiitall biond : [stond ! " 

Lo, where the dreadfiiU Death beh}md thy backe doth 
XXXVIII. 
With that he strooke, and th' other strooke withall. 
That nothmg seemd mote beare so monstrous might : 
The one upon his covered shield did fall, 
And glauncing downe would not his owner byte : 
But th' other did upon his troncheon smyte ; 

* Poynantf piercing. * Ah, also. 

' Wyde, turned away. ' Raylef flow. 

• Gryde, pierce. ' Felnesse, fury. 

♦ PUsh, pool. ' Spedd, succeeded. 



XXXVni. 5. — Troncheon.] The wooden part of his spear. 
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Which bewmg quite asunder^ further way 
It made, and on hb hacqueton did lyte, 
The which dividing with importune ^ sway, 

It seizd in his right side, and there the dint did stay. 
XXXIX. 
Wyde was the wound, and a laige lukewanne flood. 
Red as the rose, thence gushed grievously ; 
That when the Paynym spyde the streaming blood. 
Crave him great hart and hope of victoiy. 
On th' other side, in huge perplexity 
The Prince now stood, having his weapon broke ; 
Nought could he hurt, but still at warde did ly : 
Tet with his troncheon he so nidely stroke 

Cymochles twise, that twise him forst his foot revdce. 

XL. 
Whom when the Palmer saw in such distresse, 
Sir Guyons sword he lighdy to him raught,^ [blesse, 

And said ; ^' Fayre sonne, great God thy lig^t hand 
To use that sword so well as he it ought ! " 
Glad was the Knight, and with fresh courage fraught, 
When as againe he aimed felt his bond : 
Then like a lyon, which had long time saught 
His robbed whelpes, and at the last them fond [yond ' : 

Emongst the shepheard swa}mes, then wexeth wood and 

XLI. 
So fierce he laid about him, and dealt blowes 
On either side, that neither mayle could hold, 

^ importune, cinel. ' Raught, reached. 

' Wood and yond^ fierce and furious. 



XXX VIII. 7.— His hacqueton.] The hacqueton was a jacket worn 
under the armor, made of quilted cotton or leather. 

XL. i.^SotoeU asheii ought.] As well as the owner could have 
nsedit 
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Ne shield defend the thunder of his thiowes : 

Now to Pyrochles many strokes he told ; 

Eft ^ to Cymochles twise so many fold ; 

Then, backe agame tummg his busie hond, 

Them both attonce compeld with courage bold 

To yield wide way to his hart-thrilling^ brand ; [stond. 

And though they both stood stiffe, yet could not both with- 
XLII. 
As salvage bull, whom two fierce mastives bayt, 
When rancour doth with rage him once engore,^ 
Forgets with wary warde them to awayt, 
But with his dreadfull homes them drives afore, 
Or flings aloft, or treades downe in the flore, 
Breathing out wrath, and bellowbg disdame, 
That all the forest quakes to hear him rare : 
So rag'd Prince Arthur twixt his foemen twaine, 

That neither could his mightie puissaunce sustame. 
XLIII. 
But ever at Pjnnochles when he smitt, 
(Who Guyons shield cast ever him before. 
Whereon the Faery Queenes pourtract was writt,) 
His hand relented and the stroke forbore. 
And his deare hart the picture gan adore ; 
Which oft the Paynim sav'd Jtom deadly stowre * : 
But him henceforth the same can save no more ; 
For now arrived is his fatall liowre, 

That no'te * avoyded be by earthly skill or powre. 
XLIV. 
For when Cymochles saw the fowle reproch, 
Which them appeached * ; prickt with guiltie shame 

* Eftythen. * Stowre^ 'perl. 

* HarP-thrilUngf heart-piercing. * JVb'te, could not. 

■ Engine, irriUte. • .Oppeached, impeached. 
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And inward griefe, he fiercely gan approch, 

Resolv'd to put away that loathly blame. 

Or dye w*th honour and desert of fame ; 

And on the haubergh stroke the Prince so sor6| 

That quite disparted all the linked frame. 

And pierced to the skin, but bit no more ; 
Tet made him twise to reele, that never moov'd afixe. 

XLV. 

Whereat renfierst ^ with wrath and sharp regret, 

He stroke so hugely with his boirowd blade, 

That it empierst the Pagans burganet ^ ; 

And, cleaving the hard Steele, did deepe invade 

Into his head, and cruell passage made 

Quite through his brayne : He, tombling downe on ground, 

Breath'd out his ghost, which, to th' infemall shade 

Fast flying, there etemall torment found 
For all the sinnes wherewith his lewd life did abound. 
XLVI. 

Which when his german^ saw, the stony feare 

Ran to his hart, and all his sence dismayd ; 

Ne tlienceforth life ne corage did appeare : 

But, as a man whom hellish feendes have frayd,^ 

Long trembling still he stoode ; at last thus sayd ; 

" Traytour, what hast thou doen ! How ever may 

Thy cursed hand so cruelly have swayd 

Against that Knight ! Harrow and well away ! 
After so wicked deede why liv'st thou lenger ^ day ! " 

I Raifient, reenforced. * Fraydy terrified. 

* Burganet, steel headpiece. * Lenger, longer. 

' German, brother. 



XLIV . 6. — Haubergh.] Hawberk, a coat of chain armor. 

XLVI. 8.— Harrow and well away.] See canto VI. stania XLUL 
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XLVIl. 

With that all desperate, as loathing light, 
And with revenge desyring soone to dye, 
Assembling all his force and utmost might, 
With his owne swerd he fierce at him did flye, 
And strooke, and foynd,^ and lasht outrageously, 
Withouten reason or regard. Well knew 
The Prince, with pacience and sufferaunce sly,^ 
So hasty heat soone cooled to subdew : 

Tho, when this breathlesse woxe, that batteil gan renew. 
XLVIII. 
As when a windy tempest bloweth hye. 
That nothmg may withstand his stormy stowre,^ 
The clowdes, as thinges affiayd, before him flye ; 
But, all so soone as his outrageous powie 
Is layd, they fiercely then begin to showre ; 
And, as in scome of his spent stormy spight. 
Now all attonce their malice forth do poure : 
So did Prince Arthur beare himselfe in fight. 

And sufiSred rash Pjnnochles waste his ydle might. 
XLIX. 
At last whenas the Sarazin perceiv'd 
How that straunge ^ sword refusd to serve his neede, 
But, when he stroke most strong, the dint deceiv'd. 
He flong it fit)m him ; and, devoyd of dreed. 
Upon him lightly leaping without heed 
Twixt his two mighty armes engrasped fast, 

' Foynd, pushed. ' Stmcrey violence. 

* Sly, deliberate. ^ Straunge^ not belonging to him. 



XLVII. 4. — WUk his owne swerd.] With Prince Arthur's own 
sword. 

XLVII. 9. — Tho, wheriy Slc.'] Then when this Paynim grew breath- 
less, that Prince renewed the battle. 
VOL. II. 5 
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. Thinkbg to overthrowe and downe him tred: 
But him in strength and skill the Prince surpast^ 

And through his nimble sldght did under him down casL 

L. 
Nought booted it the Paynim then to strive ; 
For as a bittur ^ in the eagles clawe, 
That may not hope by flight to scape alive, 
Still waytes for death with dread and trembling aw ; 
So he, now subiect to the victours law, 
Did not once move, nor upward cast his eye, 
For vile disdabe and rancour, which did gnaw 
His hart m twame with sad melancholy ; 

As one that loathed life, and yet despysd to dye. 

LI. 
But, fiill of princely bounty and great mind, 
The Conqueror nought cared him to slay ; 
But, casting wronges and all revenge behind. 
More glory thought to give life then decay ,^ 
And sayd ; " Paynim, this is thy dismall day; 
Yet if thou wilt renounce thy miscreaunce,^ 
And my trew liegeman yield thyselfe for ay, 
life will I graunt thee for thy valiaunce. 

And all thy wronges will wipe out of my sovenaunce.^" 

Ln. 
" Foole," sayd the Pagan, " I thy gift defye ; 
But use thy fortune, as it doth befall ; 
And say, that I not overcome doe dye. 
But in despight of life for death doe call." 
Wroth was the Prince, and sory yet withall, 

> Bttfur, bittern. > Mucreatmee, fUae faith. 

' 2%«» ileeay, than death. * Sovetutuneef memory. 

LI. 1. » Great mtiicu] Magnanimity. 
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That he so wilfully refused grace ; 
Tet, sith^ his fate so cruelly did fall. 
His shining helmet he gan soone unlace, 

And lefl his headlesse body bleedmg all the place. 
LIII. 
By this, Sir Guyon fit>m his traunce awakt, 
Life having maystered her sencelesse foe ; 
And looking up, whenas his shield he lakt^ 
And sword saw not, he wexed wondrous woe': 
But when the Palmer, whom he long ygoe 
Had lost, he by him spyde, right glad he grew, 
And saide ; ^' Deare Sir, whom wandring to and fro 
I long have lackt, I ioy thy face to vew ! 

Fiime is thy faith, whom daunger never fro me drew. 
LIV. 
" But read ^ what wicked hand hath robbed mee 
Of my good sword and shield ? *' The Palmer, glad 
With so fresh hew uprysmg him to see. 
Him answered ; ^' Fayie sonne, be no whit sad 
For want of weapons ; they shall soone be had." 
So gan he to discourse the whole debate,^ 
Which that straunge Knight for him sustained had, 
And those two Sarazins confoimded late. 

Whose carcases on ground were horribly prostrate. 
LV. 
Which when he heard, and saw the tokens trew. 
His hart with great affection was embayd,^ 
And to the Prince, with bowmg reverence dew. 
As to the patrone of his life, thus sayd ; 
" My Lord, my Liege, by whose most gratious ayd 

1 Sithf since. « Read, tell me. 

■ Laktf lacked, or wanted. * DebaU, batUe. 

* WondrouM woe, very sad. * Embayd, filled. 
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I live this day, and see my toes subdewd. 
What may suffice to be fiir meede repayd 
Of so great graces as ye have me sbewd, 

But to be ever bound" — 

LVI. 
To whom the Infant thus ; " Fayre Sir, what need 
(rood tumes be counted, as a servile bond. 
To bind their dooers to rec^ve their meed 7 
Are not all Knightes by oath bound to withstood 
Oppressours powre by annes and puissant bond? 
Suffise, that I have done my dew ^ in place." 
So goodly purpose they together fond 
Of kindnesse and of courteous aggrace^ ; 

The whiles false Aichimage and Atin fled apace. 

1 jDmo, duty. * Jlggraee, &vor. 



LVI. 1. — Tike Ii^ant.} Infamt here meant jmn^e, in the lenae of 
tlie Spanish vtfanii. 

LVI. 1.-- Fayre &>, what nud^ Ac.] This lemariE of Prince Ar- 
thur expresses the sentiment of a beautiful maxim of de la Rocbe- 
foucauldy that the too eager desire to return a fiiTor is, in itKlf, a 
species of ingratitude. 

LVI. J.^So goodly purpote they togtiker fomi,} Thus they held 
goodly discourse together. 
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CANTO IX. 

The Hoase of Temperaimce, in which 

Doth sober Alma dwell, 
Besiegd of many foes, whom stiaung- 

er Knights to flight compelL 

I. 
Of all Grods workes, which doe this woilde adome, 
There is no one more faire and excellent 
Then ^ is mans body, both for powre and fonne, 
Whiles it is kept in sober government ; 
But none then ^ it more fbwle and indecent, 
Distempred through misrule and passions bace; 
It grows a monster, and bcontinent ^ 
Doth lose his dignity and nadve grace : 
Behold, who list, both one and other in this place. 

II. 
After the Paynim brethren conquer'd were. 
The Briton Prince recov'ring his stolne sword, 
And Guyon his lost shield, they both y fere * 
Forth passed on their way in fayre accord. 
Till him the prince with gentle court did bord ^ ; 
" Sir Knight, mote I of you this court'sy read,* 
To weet® why on your shield, so goodly scord, 

^ TkeHj than. * Bord, addreM. 

' InamHnaUy immediately. * Read, aak. 

• yjfere, together. • ITeef, learn. 



I. 9. — In this place."] In the persona of Prince Arthur and the two 
brotheri, Cymochles and Fyroehlea. 
5* 
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Beare ye the picture of that Ladies head? 

Full lively b the semblaunt, though the substance dead." 

III. 
" Fayre Sir," sayd he, " if in that picture dead 
Such life ye read, and vertue in vaine shew ; 
What mote ye weene, if the trew lively-head * 
Of that most glorious visage ye did vew ! 
But yf the beauty of her mind ye knew, 
That is, her bounty, and imperiall powre. 
Thousand times fairer then her mortall hew, 
O ! how great wonder would your thoughts devoure. 

And infinite desire into your spirite poure ! 

IV. 
" She is the mighty Queene of Faery, 
Whose fiure retraitt ^ I in my shield doe beare ; 
Shee is the flowre of grace and chastity. 
Throughout the world renowmed far and neare, 
My Life, my Liege, my Soveraine, my Deare, 
Whose glory shineth as the morning starre, 
And with her light the earth enlumines cleare ; 
Far reach her mercies, and her praises farre. 

As well m state of peace, as puissaunce in warre." 

V. 
" Thrise happy man," said then the Briton Knight, 
" Whom gracious lott and thy great valiaunce 
Have made thee soldier of that Princesse bright, 
Which with her bounty and glad countenaunce 
Doth Uesse her servaunts, and them high advaunce ! 

' Hody-kmdf liTelihood, or living original. ' Refrattt, portnit. 



n. 9. — fWU Uedy, &c.] < The likeness is animated, though the ob- 
ject itself, or the picture, is inanimate.* 
in. 3.— What moU ye weene.] What would you think. 
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How may atraunge Knight hope ever to aspire, 
By iaithfull service and meete amenaunce,^ 
Unto such blisse ? sufficient were that hire^ 

Far losse of thousand lives, to die at her desire." 

VI. 
2aid Guyon, " Noble Lord, what meed so great, 
Or grace of earthly Prince so soveraine. 
But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat 
Ye well may hope, and easely attaine 7 
But were your will her sold to entertaine, 
And numbred be mongst Knights of Maydenhed, 
Great guerdon, well I wote,^ should you remaine. 
And m her favor high be reckoned. 

As Artb^gall and Sophy now beene honored.'* 

VII. 
" Certes," dien said the Prince, " I God avow, 
That sith ^ I annes and knighthood first did plight, 
My whole desire hath beene, and yet is now. 
To serve that Queene with al my powre and might. 
Now hath the sunne with his lamp-bunung light 
Walkt round about the world, and I no lesse, 
Sith^ of that Goddesse I have sought the sight. 
Yet no where can her find ; such happinesse 

Heven doth to me env^ and fortune iavouriesse.^ " 

' Jhiunmtnee, deportment. ' Wote, know. 

* Hire, xeoompenae. * SUk, lince. 

* fVnxmfiejM, not fkYonring. 



VI. 5. — SM to mtartaine.'] Receive her pay. Sold is a ■obetanttye, 
meaning pay. 

VI. 9.— j9# ArtkegaU and Sophy,'] Of ArthegaU we hear hereafter, 
bnt not of Sophy. He was to have been, probably, the hero of some 
of the books nerer completed. 

VII. 5.«^JVbio hoik, &c.] In book I. canto IX. stanza XV. Prince 
Arthur says ha had been nine months in search of the Faerie Queene. 
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VIII. 
^' Fortune, the foe of famous chevlsaunce, 
Seldom," said Guyon, " jrields to vertue aide, 
But in her way throwes mischiefe and miscbaunce. 
Whereby her course is stopt and passage staid. 
But you, faire Sir, be not herewith dismaid, 
But constant keepe the way in which ye stand ; 
Which were it not that I am els delaid 
With hard adventure, which I have in hand, 

I labour would to guide you through al Fary land." 

IX. 
" Gramercy,^ Su*," said he ; " but mote I weete ^ 
What straunge adventure do ye now pursew ? 
Perhaps my succour or advizement meete 
Mote stead * you much your purpose to subdew." 
Then gan Sir Guyon all the story shew 
Of false Acrasia, and her wicked wiles ; 
Which to avenge, the Palmer him forth drew 
From Faery Court. So talked they, the whiles 

They wasted had much way, and measurd many miles. 

X. 
And now faire Phoebus gan decline in haste 
His weary wagon to the westeme vale, 
Whenas they spide a goodly Castle, plaste 
Foreby * a river in a pleasaunt dale ; 
Which choosing for that evenings hospitale,® 
They thether marcht : but when they came in sight. 
And from their sweaty coursers did avale,^ 

* Ckecisatmcty enterprise. * Foreby, near to. 

* Gramercy, manj thanks. ^ HospUale, inn. 

* Weete, know. ^ AvaU, alight. 
« Steady help. 



X. 7.— 7%etr neeaty coursers.] Sir Gujon's horse had been stoIeB, 
and we have not learned how he came bj one now. 
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They found the gates fast barred long ere night, 
And every loup ^ fast lockt, as^ fearing hes despight 

XI. 
Which when they saw, they weened ibwle reproch 
Was to them doen, their entraunce to forstall ^ ; 
Till that the Squire gan nigher to approch, 
And wind his home under the Castle wall, 
That with the noise it shooke as ^ it would fall. 
Eftsoones ^ forth looked from the highest spire 
The Watch, and lowd unto the Knights did call, 
To weete ^ what they so rudely did require : 
Who gently answered, They entraunce did desire. 

XII. 
" Fly, fly, good Knights," said he, " fly fest away, 
If that your lives ye love, as meete ye should ; 
Fly fast, and save yourselves from neare decay ; 
Here may ye not have entraunce, though we would ; 
We would and would againe, if that we could ; 
But thousand enemies about us rave. 
And with long siege us in this Castle hould : 
Seven yeares this wize they us besieged have, 
And many good Knights slaine that have us sought to save." 

XIII. 
Thus as he spoke, loe ! with outragious cry 
A thousand Villeins rownd about them swarmd 
Out of the rockes and caves adioynmg nye ; 

> Ltmp, loop-hole. ^ EJUoones, immediately. 

• .tfj, aa if. • Weete, know. 

' Forstallj prevent. 



XII. 8. — T%ey us besieged have.] It will hardly be necessary to r&* 
mind the reader that this castle is the human body ; that ^Ima is the 
mind; and that the besiegers are the nnruly appetites, passions, &o. 
which are alike injurious to body and mind. 
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Vile caitive wretches, ragged, rude, deformd, 
All threatniog death, all in straunge maimer aimd ; 
Some with unweldy clubs, some with long speaies, 
Some rusty kniFes, some staves in fier warmd : 
Sterne was their looke ; like wild amazed steares, 

Staring with hollow des, and sti£& upstanding heares.^ 

XIV. 
Fiersly at 6rst those Ejaights they did assayle. 
And drove them to recoile : but, when agabe 
They gave iiesh charge, their forces gan to &yle 
Unhable their encounter to sustabe ; 
For with such puissaunce and impetuous maine 
Those Champions broke on them, that forst them fly, 
like scattered sheepe, whenas the shepherds swaine 
A lion and a tigre doth espye 

With greedy pace forth rushmg from the forest nye. 

XV. 
A while they fled, but soone retoumd againe 
With greater fury then ^ before was found ; 
And evermore their cruell Capitaine 
Sought with his raskall routs ^ t'enclose them rownd, 
And ovenonne to tread them to the grownd : 
But soone the Knights with their bright-burning blades 
Broke their rude troupes, and orders did confownd. 
Hewing and slashing at their idle shades ; [&des. 

For though they bodies seem, yet substaunce from them 

XVI. 
As when a swaime of gnats at eventide 
Out of the fennes of Allan doe arise. 
Their murmuring small trampetts sownden * wide, 

^ Hearet, bain. * Tlot, than. 

* RmAoU fwtr, mnltitade of low pexionf. « Sowmdem^ womuL 
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Whfles in the ure their clustring anny flies. 
That as a cloud doth seeme to dim the skies ; 
Ne man nor beast may rest or take repast 
For their sharpe wounds and noyous ^ iniuries, 
mi the fierce northeme wind with blustring blast 

Doth blow them quite away, and in the ocean cast 
XVII. 
Thus when they had that troublous rout disperst, 
Unto the Castle gate they come againe, 
And entraunce crav'd, which was denied erst.^ 
Now when report of that their perlous ^ pame, 
And combrous conflict which they did sustaine, 
Came to the Ladies eare which there did dwell, 
Shee forth iss^wed with a goodly traine 
Of Squires and Ladies eqdpaged well, 

And entertained them right fairely, as befell. 
XVIII. 
Alma she called was ; a Virgm bright. 
That had not yet felt Cupides wanton rage ; 
Tet was shee woo'd of many a gentle Knight, 
And many a Lord of noble parentage, 
That sought with her to lincke m marriage : 
For shee was faire, as faire mote ever bee. 
And in the flowre now of her freshest age ; 
Tet full of grace and goodly modestee. 

That even heven reioyced her sweete face to see. 
XIX. 
In robe of liUy white she was arayd, 
That firom her shoulder to her heele downe raught^ ; 
The traine whereof loose far behind her strayd, 
Braunched with gold and perle most richly wrought, 

^ JfoyauSf annoying. ^ Perlous^ perilous. 

" Eratf first. * Rntgld, reached. 
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And borne of two faire damsels which were taught 
That service well : Her yellow golden beare 
Was trimly woven and in tresses wrought, 
Ne other tire ^ she on her head did weare, 

But crowned with a garland of sweete rosiere.^ 

XX. 
Goodly shee entertaind those noble Knights, 
And brought them up into her Castle hall ; 
Where gentle court and gracious delight 
Shee to them made, with mildnesse virgmall. 
Shewing herselfe both wise and liberall. 
There when they rested had a season dew, 
They her besought of favour speciall 
Of that faire Castle to affix>rd them vew : 

Shee graunted ; and, them leading forth, the same did shew. 

XXI. 
First she them led up to the Castle wall. 
That was so high as foe might not it clime, 
And all so faire and fensible ^ withall ; 
Not built of bricke, ne yet of stone and lime. 
But of thing like to that Egyptian slime, 
Whereof king Nine whilome ^ built Babell towre : 
But O great pitty, that no lenger^ time 
So goodly woikmansbip should not endure ! 

Soone it must tume to earth : No earthly thing is sure. 

' TVre, head-dress. • RosierCf rose-tree. 

* Fensible, capable of being defended. 

♦ Whilome^ formerly. * Lenger^ longer. 



XXI. 5. — That JEgyptian slime.] To express the earthly origin ot 
the haman body, Spenser says that the castle was made of such slime 
as was used in building the tower of Babel. (Gen. zi. 3.) Why he 
should call it " Egyptian " does not readily appear, as it was a kind of 
bitumen found in the neighborhood, imless because it was like the 
glutinous slime deposited by the Nile. 
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XXII. 

The frame thereof seemd partly circulaie, 
And part triangulare ; O woike divine ! 
Those two the first and last proportions are ; 
The one imperfect, moitall, foeminine ; 
Th' other immortall, perfect, masculine ; 
And twixt them both a quadrate was the base, 
Propordond equally by seven and nine ; 
Nine was the circle sett in heavens place : 
All which compacted made a goodly diapase. 

XXII. 1. — The frame thereof, &c.] This stanza forms the sabject 
of an elaborate note by Upton, and is also explained in a letter by Sir 
Kenelm Digbj, which letter is contained in Todd's edition of Spenser, 
and is a cnrions specimen of the mystical nonsense of a former age. 
From these two sources, I shall endeavor to extract a brief explanation. 
It will be remembered that the casUe and its inhabitant, Alma, typify 
the body and mind of man. 

'^ The frame thereof seemd parUy circnlare, 
And part triangolaie." 

dradare refers to the mind, and triangfdare to the body. The circle is 
the most perfect of figures, and includes the greatest space, and the tri- 
angle is the most imperfect, and includes the least space ; consequently 
they denote the perfect mind and the imperfect body. The rank of 
these two figures is expressed by the line, 

'* Those two the first and last proportions are." 

Man's body is imperfect and mortal, but his mind immortal and per- 
fect. The former is also called feminine, and the latter, masculine, 
because the mind is the active and generating principle, and the body 
the paanre and recipient substance. 

<* And twixt them both a quadrate was the base." 

This line being utterly unintelligible to me, I can only copy Upton's 
explanation — *' That is, between the mind and body, represented em- 
blematically by the circle and triangle, — the sacred Tetractys, the 
fountain of perpetual nature, (as called in the Pythagorean yerses,) the 
mysterious quadrate, was the hose. This quadrate or sacred quaternion 

VOL. n. 6 
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xxin. 
Therein two gates were placed seemly wdl: 
The one before, by which all in did pas, 
Did th' other iar in woriunanship excell ; 
For not of wood, nor of enduring bras, 
But of more worthy substance firam'd it was; 
Doubly disparted, it did locke and close, 
That, when it locked, none might thorough pas, 
And, when it opened, no man might it dose ; 
Still opened, to their friendes, and closed to their 6x3. 

XXIV. 
Of hewen stone the porch was fayrely wrought, 
Stcnae more of valew, and more smooth and fine. 
Then ^ iett or marble far from Ireland brought ; 
Over the which was cast a wandring vme, 

> Then, than. 



oompreheiided all nmnber, aU the elements, all the powen, eneigiei, 
and yirtuea in man." 

" Proportiond eqoally by seven and nine ; 
Nine was the circle sett in heavens place : 
All which compacted made a goodly diapase.'* 

This xefers to the influence supposed to be exerted npon the mind and 
body, both, by the heayenly bodies. Pythagoras supposed that there 
were nine heavenly spheres visible to us, the sphere of the fixed stars, 
(which is « the circle sett in heavens place,*') the seven spheres of the 
seven planets, inclading the son and moon, and the sphere of the earth; 
aU which <* compacted made a goodly diapase,'* that is, produced the 
music of the spheres. The whole stanza is derived from the well- 
known Pythagorean doctrines concerning numbers and figures. 

XXIV. 1.— 7%e porch.] It will be readily perceived that *«tbe 
porch *' represents the mouth ; ** the wandring vine," the lips ; ** the 
portcullis," the nose; "the Porter," the tongue ; the "twise sixteene 
Warders," the teeth, &c. 

XXIV. Z.^From Ireland brought] It is stated by Todd that them 
was a marble quarry near the poet's residence, in Ireland. 
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Enchaced ^ with a wanton yvie twine : 
And over it a fayre portcullis hong. 
Which to the gate directly did mcline 
With comely compasse and compacture strong, 

Nether unseemly short, nor yet exceeding long. 
XXV. 
Within the Barhican^ a Porter sate, 
Day and night duely keepmg watch and ward ; 
Nor wight nor word mote passe out of the gate. 
But in good order, and with dew regard ; 
Utterers of secrets he from thence dehard, 
Bablers of folly, and blazers of cryme : 
His larum-bell might lowd and wyde be hard 
When cause requyrd, but never out of time ; 

Ijarly and late it rong, at evemng and at prime. 
XXVI. 
And lownd about the porch on every syde 
Twise mteene Warden satt, all armed bright 
In glistring Steele, and strongly fortifyde : 
Tall yeomen seemed they and of great might. 
And were enraunged ready still for fight. 
By them as Alma passed with her guestes. 
They did obeysaunce, as beseemed right. 
And then againe retoumed to their restes : 

The Porter eke to her did lout^ with humble gestes.^ 
XXVll. 
Thence she them brought into a stately hall, 
Wherem were many tables fayre dispred. 
And ready dight with drapets ^ festivall. 
Against the viaundes should be ministied. 

> Enchaeedf tAomed, * GesUt, gestu n w. 

' Barbieant oat-work, porch. * DrapeUf linen cloths. 
• Lna, bow. 
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At tb' upper end there sate, yclad in red 
Downe to the ground, a comely personage, 
That in bis hand a white rod meoaged ; 
He Steward was, hight ^ Diet ; rype of age, 

And in demeanure sober, and m counsell sage* 
XXVIII. 
And through the hall there walked to and iio 
A iolly yeoman, Marshall of the same, 
Whose name was Appetite ; he did bestow 
Both guestes and meate, whenever in they came, 
And knew them how to order without blame. 
As him the Steward badd. They both attone^ 
Did dewty to their Lady, as became ; 
Who, passing by, forth ledd her guestes anone 

Into the kitchin rowme, ne spard for nicenesse none. 
XXIX. 
It was a vaut ^ ybuilt for great dispence,^ 
With many raunges reard along the wall. 
And one great chimney, whose long tonnell thence 
The smoke forth tlirew : And in tlie midst of all 
There placed was a caudron wide and tall 
Upon a mightie foroace, burning wbott,^ 
More whott ^ then ^ Aetn', or flaming Mongiball : 
I or day and night it brent,'' ne ceased not. 

So long as any thing it m the caudron gott* 
XXX. 
But to delay ^ the heat, least by mischaunce 

> Hightf called. » Whottj hot 

• ^Uone, together. • Then, than. 

■ Vaut, vault. » Brent, burnt 

* Dispence, expense. • Delay, temper. 



XXIX. 5. — A caudron.] This cavifron ii the stomach. 

XXIX. 7. — Mongiball.] Mongiball is another name for Mt lEXat, 
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It might bieake out and set the whole on fyre, 

There added was by goodly ordinaunce 

An huge great payre of bellowes, which did styre ^ 

G>ntmually, and cooling breath inspyre. 

About the caudion many Cookes accoyld^ 

With hookes and ladles, as need did requyre ; 

The whyles the viaundes in the vessell boyld, 

They did about their businesse sweat, and sorely toyld. 
XXXI. 
The maister Cooke was cald G>ncoction ; 
A carefiill man, and fiill of comely guyse : 
The kitchin Gierke, that hight ^ Digestion, 
Did order all th' achates ^ in seemely wise, 
And set them forth, as well he could devise. 
The rest had severall offices assynd ; 
Some to remove the scum as it did rise ; 
Others to beare the same away did mynd ; 

And others it to use according to his kynd. 
XXXII. 
But all the liquour, which was fowle and waste, 
Not good nor serviceable elles for ought. 
They in another great round vessel plaste, 
mil by a conduit pipe it thence were brought ; 
And all the rest, that noyous ^ was and nought. 
By secret wayes, that none might it espy. 
Was close convaid, and to the backgate brought. 
That cleped ® was Port Esquiline, whereby 

It was avoided quite, and throwne out privily. 

^ Styrej stir, more. * AckdUs, proTirioDi. 

* Jieeoyld, stood round. * JfoyouB^ ofiensiTB. 

' Higktf was called. ' deptd, named. 



XXX. 4. — Payre of hdUnM8.'\ These are the longs. 
XXXII. 8.— Port E9quSlxM,'\ The Campus Esqailiniu, in ancient 
6» 
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XXXUI. 
Which goodly order and great workmans skill 
Whenas those Enigbtes beheld, with rare delight 
And gazing wonder they thdr mmdes did fill ; 
For never had they seene so straunge a sight. 
Thence backe againe faire Alma led them ri^t, 
And soone mto a goodly parlour brought, 
That was with royall arras richly dight,^ 
In which was nothing pourtrahed nor wrought ; 
Not wrought nor pourtrahed, but easie to be thought : 

XXXIV. 
And in the midst thereof upon the floure 
A lovely bevy of faire Ladies sate, 
Courted of many a k>lly ^ paramoure. 
The which them did in modest wise amate,' 
And each one sought his Lady to aggrate^* 
And eke emongst them litde Cupid playd 
His wantcHi sportes, being retoumed late 
From his fierce wanes, and having &om him layd 
Ks cruell bow, wherewith he thousands hath dismayd. 

XXXV. 
Diverse delights they fownd themselves to please ; 
Some song in sweet consort^ ; some laught for by ; 
Some plaid with strawes ; some ydly satt at ease ; 

Dight, ornamented. ' IMy, handsome. ' AmaU, accompany. 
* AggraU, please. * Consdrt, concert 



Rome, was granted by the senate as a place of burial for the poor. It 
was outside of the Esquiline gate, through which the bodies were car- 
ried. Criminab were generally carried through that gate on their way 
to execution. 

XXXin. 8.— /n wAtcA, &c.] <In which nothing was depicted or 
wrought which was not easy to be comprehended.* 

XXXIV. 2. — Of /acre Ladia.] These faire LadUs represent tba 
various affections ; the parlor of arras being the heart 
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But Other some could not abide to toy, 

All pleasaunce was to them griefe and annoy : 

This fixNind ; that iaund ; the third for shame did blush ; 

Another seemed envious, or coy ; 

Another in her teeth did gnaw a rush : 

But at these straungers presence every one did hush. 
XXXVI. 
Sooae as the gracious Alma came m place, 
They all attcHice out of thdr seates arose, 
And to her homage made with humble grace : 
Whom when the Knights beheld, they gan dispose 
Themselves to court, and each a damzell chose : 
The Prince by chaunce did on a Lady light. 
That was right faiie and fresh as morning rose. 
But somwhat sad and solemne eke in sight,^ 

As if some pensive thought constraind her gende spright. 
xxxvn. 
In a long purple pall, whose skirt with gold 
Was fretted ^ all about, she was arayd ; 
And in her hand a poplar braunch did hold ; 
To whom the Prince in courteous maner sayd ; 
'' Gentle Madame, why beene ye thus dismayd. 
And your faire beautie doe with sadnes spill ^ 7 
lives any that you hath thus ill apayd ^ ? 
Or doen you love, or doen you lack your will ? 

Whatever bee the cause, it sure beseemes you ill." 

' /n sight, in appearance, or ezpieamon. ' 9piUf spoil, obwine. 
* Fretied, embroidered with fret-work. * ^^yd, treated. 



XXXVII. 3. — ^poplar hrauneh,] The poplar was Bacred to Her- 
enles, which is probably the reason whj this ladj, who represents the 
love of distinction, has a branch of it in her hands, that hero being so 
prefiminenUj distingoished for that quality. 
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xxxvm. 
" Fayre Sir/' said she, halfe in disdainefiil wise, 
'' How is it that this word in me ye blame, 
And in youiselfe doe not the same advise ^ ? 
Him ill beseemes anothers &ult to name, 
That may unwares be blotted with the same : 
Pensive I yeeld I am, and sad in mind, 
Through great desire of glory and of fame ; 
Ne ought I weene are ye therein behynd, [Her find." 

That have twelve months sought One, yet no where can 
XXXIX. 
The Prince was inly moved at her speach. 
Well weeting * trew what she had rashly ' told ; 
Tet with feire semblaunt^ sought to hyde the breach, 
Which chaunge of colour did perforce unfold. 
Now seemmg flaming whott,^ now stony cold : 
Tho,® turning soft aside, he did inquyre 
What wight she was that poplar braunch did hold : 
It answered was, her name was Prays-de^, 

That by weU domg sought to honour to aspyre. 

XL. 
The whiles the Faery Knight did entertaine 
Another Damsell of that gentle crew. 
That was right feyre and modest of demajme,^ 
But that too oft she chaung'd her native hew : 
Straunge was her tyre,^ and all her garment blew. 
Close rownd about her tuckt with many a plight ^ : 

> Advise^ perceive. ' T%o, then. 

* WeOing, knowinif . ' Danayiu^ demeanor. 

* AutiUy, at a yentiue. ' Tyre, drew. 
« SemhUnmt^ appearance. * P^^Al, fold. 

* IFJbtt, hot 

XXXVIII. 9.— That haoe twdve months, &c.] See onfd, atania VII. 
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Upcm her fist the bird, which shonneth vew 
And keepes in coverts close from living wight. 

Did sitt, as yet ashamd how rude Pan did her dight^ 
XU. 
So long as Guyon with her communed,^ 
Unto the grownd she cast her modest eye, 
And ever and anone with rosy red 
The bashibll blood her snowy cheekes did dye, 
That her became, as polisht yvoiy 
Which cunning craitesman hand hath overlayd 
With fayre vermilion or pure lastery,^ 
Crreat wonder had the Knight to see the Mayd 

So straungely passioned,^ and to her gently said ; 
XLU. 
'' Fayre Damzell, seemeth by your troubled cheare. 
That either me too bold ye weene, this wise 
You to molest, or other ill to feare 
That in the secret of your hart close lyes, 
From whence it doth, as cloud from sea, aryse : 
If it be I, of pardon I you pray ; 
But, if ought else that I mote not devyse, 
I will, if please you it discure,^ assay 

To ease you of that ill, so wisely as I may." 
XLIII. 
She answerd nought, but more abasht for shame 
Held downe her head, the whiles her lovely face 

^ Dight, treat * Passicntd, confiued. 

* Communed, convened. * Discure, reyeal. 

' Lastenff red color. 



XL. 7. — Tlu bird, &c.] The njrmph Echo bore to Pan a daughter 
named Jjnx, who was changed by Jono into a bird of the same name, 
which, in the lexicons and dictionaries is called <*the Wrjmeck." Up- 
ton conjectures that Spenser, by his description, means the cuckow. 
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The flashing blood with blushing did inflame, 
And the strong passion ^ mard h^ modest grace, 
That Guyon mervayld at her imcouth cace' ; 
Till Alma him bespake ; " Why wonder yee, 
Faire Sir, at that which ye so much embrace ? 
She is the fixintaine of your modestee ; 

Fou shamefast are, but Shamefastnes itselfe is shee." 
XLIV. 
Thereat the Elfe did blush in privitee, 
And tumd his face away ; but she the same 
Dissembled ^ faire, and faynd to oversee.* 
Thus they awhile with court and goodly game 
Themselves did solace each one with his Dame, 
Till that great Lady thence away them sought 
To vew her Casdes other wondrous frame : 
Up to a stately turret she them brought. 

Ascending by ten steps of alabaster wrought. 

XLV. 
That turrets frame most admirable was. 
Like highest heaven compassed around. 
And lifted high above this earthly masse. 
Which it survewd, as hils doen lower ground : 
But not on ground mote like to this be found ; 
Not that, which antique Cadmus whylome ^ btiilt 
In Thebes, which Alexander did confound ; 
Nor that proud towre of Troy, though richly guilt,® [spilt. 

From which young Hectors blood by cniell Greekes was 

* Passionf emotion. ^ Oversee, overlook. 

' VneauA eaUj singolBr appeannce. * Whylome^ formerly. 

' DisMemiUd, pretended not to observe. ' Guilt, gilded. 



XLUl,7.^Whiehyesomiuehemhraee.} < Why wonder ye at that of 
which you yonnelf have bo large a share ? * 

XLV. 9. — From tokich young Hectors blood, &c.] Astyanax, the 
son of Hector, was thrown from the walls of Troy by the Greeks. 
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XLVI. 

The loofe hereof was arched over head. 
And deckt with flowers and heitrais ^ daintilj ; 
Two goodly beacons, set b watches stead, 
Therem gave light, and flamd continually : 
For they of living fire most subtilly 
Were made, and set b silver sockets bright, 
Cover'd with lids devizM of substance sly,^ 
Tliat readily they shut and open might. 

O, who can tell the prayses of that Makers might ! 
XLVII. 
Ne can I tell, ne can I stay to tell. 
This parts great workemanship and wondrous powie, 
That all this other worides woike doth excell, 
And likest is unto that heavenly towre 
That Crod hath built for his owne blessed bowre. 
Thereb were divers rowmes, and divers stages ; 
But three the chiefest and of greatest powre. 
In which there dwelt three honorable Sages, 

The wisest men, I weene, that lived b their ages. 
XLVlll. 
Not he, whom Greece, the nourse of all good arts, 
By Phcebus doome the wisest thought alive. 
Might be compared to these by many parts : 
Nor that sage Pylian syre, which did survive 
Three ages, such as mortall men contrive,^ 

> Utrhats^ plants. ' Sy^ finely wronght. ' OnUrine^ spend. 



XLVI. l.-^Tke roofe, &c.] The *' arched roofe " ia the skull ; the 
<* flowers and herbars/' the hair; the " two goodly beacons," the eyes. 

XLVI. 3. — In toaUhes stead.] In Uie place of watches. 

XL VIII. 1. — Jfot hef &c.] Socrates, whom the orade at Delphi 
pronounced the wisest of men. 

XLVIII. 4. — JVbr (Aot sage PyUan syre.} Nestor. 
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Bj whose advise old Piiams citde fell, 

With these m praise of pollicies mote strive. 

These three in these three lowmes did sondiy dwell. 
And counselled faiie Alma how to goveme well. 
XLIX. 

The First of them could things to come foresee ; 

The Next could of thmges present best advize ; 

The Third things past could keep in memoree : 

So that no time nor reason could arize, 

But that the same could one of these comprize. 

Forthy * the First did m the forepart sit, 

That nought mote hinder his qmcke preiudize^; 

He had a sharpe foresight and woridng wit 
That never idle was, ne once would rest a whit. 

L. 

His chamber was dispamted all within 

With sondry colours, in the which were writ 

Infinite shapes of thinges dispersed thm ; 

Some such as in the woAd were never yit, 

Ne can devized be of mortall wit ; 

Some daily seene and knowen by thdr names, 

Such as in idle fantasies do flit ; 

Infemall hags, centaurs, feendes, hippodames,^ 
Apes, lyons, aegles, owles, fooles, lovers, children, dames. 

LI. 

And all the chamber filled was with flyes 

^ Fcrtky, therefore. ' PrenuUze, foxenght 

' HtppodameMf sea-horseB. 



XLIX. 1.-3^ First of them.} The first of these penwnagM is 
Imagination, the second, Judgment, and the third, Memory. 

L. 9. — J^p€t, dec.] The singular group of objects which is here 
presented reminds one of the celebrated line — 

" Lutes, lobsters, seas of milk, and ships of amber." 
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Which buzzed all about, and made such sound 
That they encombred all mens eares and eyes ; 
like many swamies of bees assembled round, 
After thdr hives with honny do abound. 
All those were idle Thoughtes and Fantasies, 
Devices, Dreames, Opinions imsound, 
Siewes, Visions, Sooth-sayes, and Propheaes; 

And all that fained is, as Leasmgs,^ Tales, and lies. 

LII. 
Emongst them all sate he which wonned ^ there, 
That hight ^ Phantastes by his nature drew ; 
A man of yeares yet fiesh, as mote appere. 
Of swarth complexion, and of crabbed hew, 
That him iiill of melancholy did shew ; 
Bent hollow beede browes, sharpe staring eyes, 
That mad or foolish seemd: one by his vew' 
Mote deeme him home with ill-disposed skyes. 

When oblique^ Satume sate in th' house of agonyes. 

LHI. 
Whom Alma having shewed to her Gruests, 
Thence brought them to the second rowme, whose wals 
Were painted faire with memorable gestes^ 
Of famous wisards ; and with picturals 
Of magistrates, of courts, of tribunals, 
Of ccxnmen wealthes, of states, of poUicy, 

* Leasings, antraths. ^ (MiquK, nnpropitioiM. 

* Wonned, dwelt. • QesUs, deeds. 
> mght, 18 caUed. 



LII. 9. — ffhrn obUque Satume^ &c.] Among astrologen, the infln- 
ence of Saturn was always deemed malignant. Sir Thomas Browne, 
in his Religio Medici, says, " I was bom in the planetary hoar of Sat- 
urn, and I think I have a piece of that leaden planet in me." 
VOL. n. 7 
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Of lawes, of hidgemeDtes, and of d^cretalsi 
All artesy all science, all philosophy, 

And all that m the w(Mrld was ay thought wittily.^ 

Liv. 
Of those that rowme was fiill ; and them among 
There sate a Man of ripe and perfect age, 
Who did them meditate all his life bng, 
That through continuall practise and usage 
He now was growne right wise and wondrous sage : 
Great plesure had those straunger Knightes to see 
His goodly reason and grave personage, 
That his disciples both desyrd to bee : 

But Alma thence them led to th' hindmost rowme of three. 

LV. 
That chamber seemed ruinous and dd, 
And therefore was removed far behind, 
Yet were the wals, that did the same uphold, 
Right firme and strong, though somewhat they dedind ; 
And therran sat an Old old Man, halfe blind. 
And all decrepit m his feeble corse,^ 
Yet lively vigour rested in his mind. 
And recompenst them with a better scorse ^ : 

Weake body well is changed for minds redoubled foise. 

LVI. 
This man of infinite rem^nbraunce was. 
And things forgone^ through many ages held, 



1 IFttttly, wisely. ' Sootm, exchange. 

* CoTte^ body. < Forgone^ gone by. 



LIV. 2. — ^ Man,'] This is the Jadgment 

LV. 4. — DeeUnd,] i. e. from a perpendicnlar pontMm. 

LV.S.—AnOldold Man.] This is the Memoiy . 
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Which he recorded sdll as they did pas, 

Ne suffied them to perish through long eld,^ 

As all thmgs els the which this worid doth weld* ; 

But laid them up in his immortall serine,' 

Where they for ever mcomipted dweld : 

The wanes he well remembred of king Nine, 

Of old Assaracus, and Inachus divine. 
LVII. 
The yeares of Nestor nothmg were to his, 
Ne yet Mathusalem, though longest liv'd ; 
For he remembred both then- mfancis : 
Ne wonder then if that he were deprivM 
Of native strength now that he them survived. 
His chamber all was hangd about with rolls 
And old records from auncient times derivd, 
Some made m books, some m long parchment scrolls, 

That were all worm-eaten and fiill of canker holes. 
LVIII. 
Amidst them all he in a chaire was sett, 
Tossing and turning them withouten end ; 
But for* he was unhable them to fett,* 
A litle Boy did on him still attend 
To reach, whenever he for ought did send : 
And oft when thinges were lost, or laid amis, 
That Boy them sought and unto him did lend : 
Therefore he Anamnestes cleped ® is ; 

And that Old Man Eumnestes, by their propertis. 

1 Eld, age. * But far, bnt became. 

» Wdd, wield, or use. » FeU, fetch. 

> Serine, desk. * Oqted, called. 



LyiII.4.— jSUelaBoy, dec.] The Boy roatains to the (HdManihit 
relation of Recollection to Memorj. — Eumnestes means a penon ol 
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LIX. 

The Enightes there eDtring did him reverence dew. 
And woodred at his endlesse exercise. 
Then as they gan his libraiy to vew. 
And antique regesteis for to avise,^ 
There chaunced to the Princes hand to rize 
An auncient booke, hight ^ Briton Mcnimenti, 
That of this lands first conquest did devize. 
And old division mto regiments ^ 

nil it reduced was to one mans govemements. 
LX. 
Sir Gtiyon chaunst eke on another booke> 
That hight^ AfUiquUee of Faery Lond: 
In which whenas he greedily did looke, 
Th' ofipring of Elves and Faiyes th^re he fond, 
As it delivered was from hond to hcmd: 
Whereat they, burning both with fervent fire 
Tlieir Countreys Auncestry to understond, 
Crav'd leave of Alma and that aged Sire 

To read those bookes ; who gladly graunted their desire. 

1 Jhri»e, ezMmiae. ' ESghi^ caOed. * R^immtg, goven u nentB, 



good meinoiy ; AummetUs, one who pnts in mind of aometliing whieh 
hu been ibfgotten. 
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CANTO X. 

A Chronicle of Briton Kings,* 
From Brute to Uthers rayne ; 

And RoUb of Elfin EmperourSi 
Till time of Gloriane. 

I. 
Who now shall give unto me words and sound 
Equal! unto this haughty ^ enterprise ? 
Or who shall lend me wings, with which from ground 
My lowly verse may loitily arise, 
And lift itselfe unto the highest skyes ? 
More ample spirit than hetherto was wount^ 
Here needes me, whiles the fiunous Auncestryes 
Of my most dreaded Soveraigne I recount, 
By which all earthly Princes she doth far surmount. 

II. 
Ne under sunne that shines so wide and faire, 
Whence all that lives does borrow life and light, 
lives ought that to her Linage may compaire ; 

> Haughty^ high, bold. * WotaUy wont. 



* A ChronieU of Briton Kings.'] As this Chronicle is purely fabu- 
lous, it has not been deemed worth while to explain it by annotations, 
except to point out what portions conform to sober history. It is taken 
from GeofiVey of Monmouth, and an abstract of it may be found in the 
first book of Milton's History of England. A Sununary of Geofirey 
of Monmouth is also contained in the first yolume of Ellis's Specimens 
of Ancient English Metrical Romances. Hughes calls this canto ^ a 
very amusing digression" — an opinion in which, probably, few wiD 
e<»ncide. 

7» 
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Which though finom earth it be derived right, 
Yet doth itselfe stretch forth to hevens hlght, 
And all the world with wonder overspred ; 
A labor huge, exceedmg far my might ! 
How shall fiaile pen, with fear disparaged, 

Conceive such soveraine glory and great bountyhed ! 
III. 
Argument worthy of Maeonian quill ; 
Or rather worthy of great Phoebus rote,* 
Whereon the rumes of great Ossa hill, 
And triumphes of Phlegrsan love, he wrote, 
That all the gods admird his lofty note. 
But, if some relish of that hevenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report 
To decke my song withall, I would assay 

Thy name, O soverame Queene, to blazon &r away. 
IV. 
Thy name, O soveraine Queene, thy realme, and raoe, 
From this renowmed Prince derived aire, 
Who mightily upheld that royall mace^ 
Which now thou bear'st, to thee descended fiure 
FrcHn mighty kings and conquerours m warre, 
Thy fathers and great-grandfathers of old, 
Whose noble deeds above the northern starre 
Immortall Fame for ever hath enrold ; 

As m that Old Mans booke they were in order told. 
V. 
The Land which wariike Britons now possesse, 

^ RoUf miuical instnimeiit. ' Jfoee, floeptre. 

III. 1. — ArgtoMndj dc€ .] < An argument worthy of Homer's pen, or 
the harp of ApoUo, upon which he aong the triompha of Jnpiter o?er 
the giants on the Phlegnean plaina.' 

V. 1. — 7X« LoMiy &c.] « The fabulous colonies of Egyptians and 
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And tfaoem have thdr mighty empire raysd, 
In antique times was salvage wilclemesse, 
Unpeopled, unmannurd, unproTd, unpraysd; 
Ne was it island then, ne was it paysd^ 
Amid the ocean waves, ne was it sought 
Of merchants fiure for profits therein praysd ; 
But was all desolate, and of some thought 

By sea to have bene £xHn the Celticke mayn-land brought. 
VI. 
Ne did it then deserve a name to have, 
Till that the venturous mariner that way 
Learning his ship from those white rocks to save. 
Which all along the southeme sea-coast lay 
Threatnmg unheedy wrecke and rash decay. 
For safety that same his sea-maike made, 
And nam'd it Albion : But later day, 
Fmding in it fit ports for fishers trade, 

Gan more the same fiequent, and fiirther to invade. 
VII. 
But &i in land a salvage nation dwelt 
Of hideous giaunts, and halfe-beasdy men, 
That never tasted grace, nor goodnes felt ; 
But wild like beastes luridng in loathsome den, 
And flying &st as roebucke through the fen. 
All naked without shame or care of cold, 
By hunting and by spoiling liveden ' ; 

> Paysdj poised. * UvedeHf lived. 



Trojans, of Seandinavisiis and Spaniaids, which flattered the pride and 
amused the ciednlitj of our mde ancestors, have insensibly yanished in 
the light of science and philosophy. The present sge is satia6ed with 
the simple and rational opinion that the islands of Great Britain and 
Ireland were giadoaUy peopled from the adjacent continent of Gaol." 

OlBBOH, ch. ZXT. 
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Of Stature fangey and eke of oorage bold, 
That soDDes of men amazd their stemesse to behold. 
VIII. 
But whence they spiong, or how they were hegqitt, 
Uneath ^ is to assure ^ ; uneath to weene 
That monstrous enor which doth scxne assott,^ 
That Dioclesians fifty daughters shene^ 
Into this Land by chaunce have driven bene ; 
Where, companing with feends and filthy sprights 
Through vaine illusion of their lust unclene, 
They brought forth geaunts,^ and such dreadfiil wi^ts 
As &r exceeded men in their immeasurd mights. 
IX. 
They held this Land, and with their filthinesse 
Polluted this same gende soyle long time ; 
That their owne mother loathd their beastlinesse, 
And gan abhorre her broods unkindly ^ crime, 
All were they borne of h^ owne native slime : 
Until that Brutus, anciendy derived 
From roiall stocke of old Assaracs line, 
Driven by fatall error here arriv'd, 
And them of their unjust possession depriv'd. 
X. 
But ere he had established his throne. 
And spred his empire to the utmost shore, 
He fought great batteils with his salvage fone'': 
In which he them defeated evermore, 

> Uneath, scaroely. * OeauitUs, giants. 

' ^jMtr«, to aMure confidently. * Unkindly, juautanl, 

* ^saott, begnile. ^ jp^n^^ foes. 

* Shene^ bright. 



Vni. 2. — Uneath to wene.] < It is not easy to believe.' 
IX. 8. — Fatall error.] Wandering ordained by the iktee. 
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And many giaunts left on groning floro : 
That well can witnes yet unto this day 
The westeme Hogh, besprkicled with the gore 
Of migh^ Goemot, whome in stout fiay 

Corineus conquered, and cruelly did slay. 
XI. 
And eke that ample pitt, yet far renownd 
For the large leape which Debon did compell 
Coulin to make, being eight lugs ^ of grownd, 
Into the which retoummg backe he fell : 
But those three monstrous stones doe most exceU, 
Which that huge sonne of hideous Albkm, 
Whose father Hercules in Fraunce did quell, 
Great Godmer threw, m fierce contention, 

At bold Canutus ; but of him was slaine anon. 
XU. 
In meed of these great conquests by them gott, 
Corineus had that province utmost west 
To him assigned for his worthy lott. 
Which of his name and memorable gest^ 
He called Comwaile, yet so called best : 
And Debons shajrre was, that is Devonshyre : 
But Canute had his porUon from the rest, 
The which he cald Canutium, for his byre ; 

Now Cantium, which Kent we comenly inquyre.^ 
XIII. 
Thus Brute this Realme unto his rule subdewd, 
And raigned long in great felicity, 
Lov'd of his freends, and of his foes eschewd : 
He left three sonnes, his famous progeny. 
Borne of fayre Inogene of Italy ; 

* Lugs^ rodi. ' Geft, deed. * Inqnyre, caU. 
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McHigst whom he parted his imperiall state, 
And Locrine left chiefe l(»d of Britany. 
At last ripe age bad him sunender late 

His life, and long good fiHtune, ante finall &te. 
XIV. 
Locrine was left the soveraine lord of all ; 
But Albanact had all the northeme part. 
Which of himselfe Albania he did call ; 
And Camber did possesse the west^rne quart,^ 
Which Seveme now fiom Logris doth depart': 
And each his portion peaceably enioyd, 
Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart. 
That once their quiet government annoyd ; 

But each his paynes to others profit still «nployd. 
XV. 
Untill a Nation straung, with visage swart 
And corage fierce that all men did affiay, 
Which through the woAd then swarmd in every part. 
And overflowd all countries fiir away, 
Like Noyes ^ great flood, with their impcwtune^ sway. 
This Land mvaded with like violence, 
And did themselves through all the north display ; 
Untill that Locrine for his Realmes defence, 

Did head against them make and stnxig munificence.^ 
XVI. 
He than encountred, a confused rout, 
Foreby ® the river that whylome ' was bight ® 

* QiMft, quarter. _* Jftm^Eceiice, defence. 

■ Depart, separate. • Foreby, near to. 
» Jfayes, Noah's. » ffhyldme, formerly. 

< iMpdrliciM, cruel. • ^V^t called. 



X1V.3.— .^AOaitta.] Scotland. 
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The ancient Abus, where with courage stout 

He them defeated in victorious fight, 

And chaste so fiercely after fearefiill flight, 

That fi)Tst their chiefetain, for his safeties sake, 

(Their chiefetain Humber named was aright,) 

Unto the mighty streame him to betake. 
Where he an end of batteill and of life did make. 
XVII. 

The King retoumed proud of victory. 

And insolent wox through unwonted ease. 

That shortly he forgot the ieopardy. 

Which m his Land he lately did appease, 

And fell to vaine voluptuous disease : 

He lov'd faire Ladie ELstrild, leudly lov'd. 

Whose wanton pleasures him too much did please, 

That quite his hart fiom Guendolene removed, 
Fxom Guendolene his wife, though alwaies fidthful prov'd. 
XVIII. 

The noble daughter of Corineus 

Would not endure lo oee so vile disdaind. 

But, gathering force and corage valorous, 

Encountred him m batteill well ordaind, 

In which him vanquisht she to fly constraind : 

But she so &st pursewd, that him she tooke 

And threw in bands, where he till death remaind : 

Als ^ his &ire leman flying through a brooke 
She overhent,^ nought moved with her piteous looke; 

XIX. 

But both herselfe, and eke her daughter deare 

Begotten by her kingly paramoure, 

The faire Sabrina, almost dead with feare, 

* AUf also. ' Owrhenty overtook. 



XIX. 3. — 7%« faire Sabrina.^ This is the <• Sabrina ftir " of Bill- 
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She there attached,^ far from all succoiire : 
The one she slew upon the present flouie; 
But the sad virgin innocent of all 
Adowne the rolling river she did poure. 
Which of her name now Seveme men do call : 

Such was the end that to disloyall love did falL 
XX. 
Then for her sonne, which she to Locrin bore, 
(Madan was young, unmeet the rule to sway,) 
In her owne hand the ciowne she kept in store, 
Till ryper years he raught^ and stronger stay : 
During which time her powre she did display 
Through all this Realme, the glory of her sex. 
And first taught men a woman to obay : 
But, when her sonne to mans estate did wex,3 

She it surrendred, ne her selfe would leng^ vex. 
XXI. 
Tho ^ Madan raignd, unworthie of his race ; 
For with all shame that sacred throne he fild.^ 
Next Memprise, as unworthy of that place, 
In which being consorted with Manild, 
For thirst of single kingdom him he kild. 
But Ebranck salved ^ both their infamies 
With noble deedes, and warreyd on Brunchild 
In Henault, where yet of his victories 

Brave moniments remaine, which yet that land envies* 

1 Attaehed, seized. * 7)b, then. 

' Raught, reached. » Fild, defiled. 

' Wez, grow. • Salved, healed. 



ton's Comns, in which her sad fate is commemorated in a passage of 
great beaatj. 

XIX. 5. — 7%« present JUmre.] The very spot 

XXI. 7. — Brunchild.'] This is a hero of the romantic ages of Ger- 
manj. HenavUf or Haineadt, is one of the provinces of Belgium. 
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XXII. 

Ad happy man m his first dsjes be was, 
And happy father of fabne progeny : 
For all so many weekes, as the yeaie has, 
So many cliildren he did multiply ; 
Of which were twentie sonnes, which did apply 
Their mindes to prayse and chevalrous desyre : 
Those geimans ^ did subdew all Germany, 
Of whom it hight^ ; but m the end their sjrre 
With foule repulse from Fraunce was fi»ced to retyie. 

XXIII. 
Which blott his sonne succeeding in his seat, 
The second Brute, the second both in name 
And eke m semblaunce of his puissaunce great. 
Right well recur'd,^ and did away that blame 
With recompence of everiasting fame : 
He with his victour sword first opened 
The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forl<»ne Dame, 
And taught her first how to be conquered ; [ed. 

Since which, with sondrie spoiles she hath been ransack- 

XXIV. 
Let Scaldis tell, and let tell Hania, 
And let the marsh of Esthambruges tell, 
What colour were their waters that same day. 
And all the moore twixt Elversham and DeU, 
With blood of Henalois which therein fell. 
How oft that day did sad Brunchildis see 
The greene shield dyde in dolorous veimell ? 

* GermanSj brothen. * Bight, was called * Reeur'dj recoTered. 



XXII. 8. — Cfwhom it higkt.'] This is an amnnng deriTation of the 
word Germany, a name giyen by the Romans. 
XXIV. 1. — Scaldis.] This is the river Scheld. 
VOL. n. 8 
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That not tcidth gtdridh it mote seeme to bee. 
But rather y scuUh gogh, signe of sad crueltee. 
XXV. 
His Sonne king Leill, by fathers labour long, 
Enioyd an heritage of lasting peace. 
And built Cairieill, and built Cairleon strcHig. 
Next Huddibras his realme did not encrease, 
But taught tlie Land from wearie wars to cease. 
Whose footsteps Bladud following, in artes 
Exceld at Athens all the learned preace,^ 
From whence he brought them to these salvage parts. 
And with sweet science mollifide their stubbome harts. 
XXVI. 
Ensample of his wondrous faculty, 
Behold the boyling bathes at Cairbadon, 
Which seeth with secret fire etemaUy, 
And m their entrailles, full of quick brinist6n. 
Nourish the flames which they are warmd upon, 
That to their people wealth they forth do well,^ 
And health to every forreyne nation : 
Yet he at last, contending to excell 
The reach of men, through flight into fond mischief fell. 
XXVII. 
Next him kmg Leyr in happie peace long raynd, 

' Preaeey throng. * Well, poor. 



XXIV. 8. — SeuUh gmridh.^ These are Welsh words, meuimg « U» 
green shield." Y seuUk gogh means *^ the red shield.** 

XXV. 3. — CairUai} The town of Carlisle. 
XXVI.2.— CwrftoAm.] The town of BaUi. 

XXVI. 9.— Fond miaekte/.J Foolish death or ruin. The story jm 
that, in attempting to fly, he feU and was dashed in pieces. 

XXVII. 1 . — King Leifr,'^ At the time this stanza was wntten, Spenser 
little dreamed of the immortality which this name was destined to enjoy. 
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But had DO issue male him to succeed, 

But three fiure daughters, which were weD uptiaind 

In all that seemed fitt for kingly seed ; 

Mongst whom his Realme he equally decreed 

To have divided : Tho,^ when feeble age 

Nigh to his utmost date he saw proceed, 

He cald his daughters, and with speeches sage 

Inquyrd, which of them most did love her parentage.* 
xxvin. 
The eldest Gonorill gan to protest. 
That she much more than her owne life him lov'd ; 
And Regan greater love to him profest 
Then 3 all the world, whenever it were proov'd ; 
But Ck>rde]ll said she lov'd him as behoov'd : 
Whose simple answere, wanting colours fayre 
To paint it forth, him to displeasaunce moov'd. 
That in his crown he counted her no hayre, 

But twixt the other twain his Kingd<xn whole did shayre. 
XXIX. 
So wedded th' one to Maglan king of Scottes, 
And th' other to the king of Cambria, 
And twixt them shayrd his Realme by equall bttes ; 
But, without dowre, the wise Ckurdelia 
Was sent to Aganip of Celtica : 
Their aged syre, thus eased of his crowne, 
A private life ledd in Albania 
With Gonorill, long had in great renowne, 

That nought him griev'd to beene from rule deposed downa 

1 T%Of tiien. * Parentage^ parent. ' ITun, than. 



** King Lear " was pnbliahed about sixteen jears after the Fserie Qneene. 
The magic of Shakspeaze*s genius has made these the only interesting 
stanxas in the whole canto. 
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XXX. 

But trae it is that, when the oyle is spent. 

The light goes cut, and wec^e^ is thiowne awaj; 

So, when he had resignd his regiment,^ 

His daughter gan despise his droupmg day, 

And wearie wax of his condnuall stay : 

Tho ^ to his daughter Regan he repayrd. 

Who him at fivst well used every way ; 

But, when of his departure she despayrd. 
Her hountie she abated, and his cheare empayid* 
XXXI. 

The wretched man gan then avise^ too late, 

That love is not where most it is profest ; 

Too tnidy tiyde in his extreroest state I 

At last, lesdv'd likewise to proye the rest. 

He to Cordelia himselfe addrest. 

Who with entyre aflbction him receav'd. 

As lor her sjne and king her seemed best; 

And after all an anny strong she leav'd,^ 
To war on those which him had of his Realme beceav'd 
xxxn. 

So to his crowne she him rest(»d againe ; 

In which he dyde, made ripe for death by eld,* 

And after wild it should to her lemaine : 

Who peaceably the same long time did weld,'' 

And all mens harts m dew obedience held ; 

Till that her sisters children, woxen strong, 

1 Weeks^ wkk. • Leoo'd, leried. 

' B£gimaUf gov«nmient. * Eldf age. 

* I%o, then. 7 jTdd, wield. 

* jMm, reflect 

XXX. 4.— Jiif dronping day."] Hii declining jem. 
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Through proud ambition against her lebeld, 
And overeommen kept in prison long, 

Till weaiy of that wretched life herselfe she hong, 
xxxm. 
Then gan the bloody brethren both to raine: 
But fierce Cundah gan shonly to earf 
His brother Morgan, prickt with proud disdaine 
To have a pere in part of soyerainty ; 
And, kindling coles of crueU enmity, 
Raisd wanre, and him m batteil overthrew : 
Whence as he to those woody hilles did fly. 
Which bight ^ of him Glamorgan, there him slew : 

Then did he raigne alone, when he none equal knew. 
XXXIV. 
His Sonne Rivall' his dead rowme did supply ; 
In whose sad time blood did fiom heaven rayne. 
Next great Gurgustus, then faire Csecily, 
In constant peace thdr kingd<xnes did contayne. 
After whom Lago and Kinmaike did rayne. 
And Gorbogud, till iar in years he grew: 
Then his ambitious sonnes unto them twayne 
Anaught' the rule, and from thdr father drew ; 

Stout Ferrex and steme Ponex him in prison threw. 
XXXV. 
But O ! the greedy thirst of royall crowne. 
That knowes no Idnred, nor regardes no right, 
Stird Ponex up to put his brother downe ; 

^ Hight, are called. * Amught^ wiied. 



XXXIV. 9.— Stout Ferrex and sUme Porrex.] Ferrez and Form 
havB affi>rded the subject of the earliest tragedy in the English Ian- 
goage, written by Lord Backhnnt and Thos. Norton, called ** Gor- 
bodue," or sometimes <*Fenex and Ponex." 

8* 
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Who, unto hiiD assembling foirdgne might, 
Made warre on him, and fell himselfe in 6ght: 
Whose death t' avenge, his mother mercilessei 
Most meicilesse of w(»nen, Wyden hight,^ 
Her other sonne &st sleeping did oppresse, 

And with most cruell hand him murdred pittilesse. 
XXXVI. 
Here ended Brutus sacred progeny. 
Which had seven hundred years this scepter borne 
With high renowme and great felicity : 
The noble braunch from th' antique stocke was tome 
Through discord, and the roiall throne foilome.^ 
Thenceforth this Realme was into factions rent, 
Whilest each of Brutus boasted to be home, 
That m the end was left no moniment 

Of Brutus, nor of Britons glorie auncient 
XXXVII. 
Then up arose a man of matcblesse might, 
And wondrous wit to menage high afiayres, 
Who, stird with pitty of the stressed ^ plight 
Of this sad Realme, cut into sondry shayres 
By such as claymd themselves Brutes rightfiill hayres, 
Gathered the princes of the people loose 
To taken counsell of their common cares ; 
Who, with his wisedom won, him str^ght did choose 

Th^ King, and swore him fealty to win or loose. 
XXXVIII. 
Then made he head against his enenues, 
And Ymner slew of Logris miscreate ; 
Then Ruddoc and proud Stater, both allyes, 

1 Higki, named. * Farlamej left yacant. ' Stressed^ distzeMed. 



XXXVn. 6. — Loose.} Who wera dispersed or scattered. 
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This of Albany newly nominate, 

And that of Cambiy EJng confiimed late. 

He overthrew through his owne valiaunce ; 

Whose countries he redus'd to quiet state, 

And shortly brought to civile govemaunce, 
Now (me, which eaist ^ were many made through vaiiaunce. 
XXXIX. 

Then made he sacred lawes, which some men say 

Were unto him reveald in vision ; 

By which he freed the traveilers high-way. 

The churches part, and ploughmans portion. 

Restraining stealth and strong extortion ; 

The gratious Numa of great Britany : 

For, till his dayes, the chiefe dominion 

By strength was wielded without pollicy : 
Theref(»e he first wore crowne of gold for dignity. 

XL. 

Donwallo dyde (for what may live for ay ?) 

And left two sonnes, of pearelesse prowesse both. 

That sacked Rome too dearely did assay. 

The recompence of their periured oth ; 

And ransackt Greece wel tiyde, when they were wroth \ 

Besides subiected France and Germany, 

Which yet their praises speake, all ^ be they loth. 

And inly tremble at the memory 
Of Breimus and Belinus, kinges of Britany. 

XLI. 

Next them did Grurgunt, great Belinus sonne, 

> Earst^ formerly. ' AU, although. 



XL. 5. — Rttnaaekt Greece^ &c.] ^ Greece, ransacked and well tried, or 
teited by them in their anger, too deardy did ojwy, or learn by ezperi- 
enee, that they were of peerless prowess.' 
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In rule succeede, and eke in fiitheis praise ; 
He Easterlajid subdewd, and Denmaike wonne. 
And of them both did by ^ and tribute raise, 
The which was dew in his dead fathers daies : 
He also gave to fiigitives of Spayne, 
Whom he at sea found wandring from their waias, 
A seate m Ireland safely to remayne. 

Which they should hold of him as subiect to Britayne. 

XLII. 
After him raigned Guitheline his hayre, 
The iustest man and trewest in his daies. 
Who had to wife Dame Mertia the &3rre, 
A woman worthy of immortall praise, 
Which for this Realme found ^ many goodly layes,' 
And wholesome statutes to her husband brought : 
Her many deemd to have beene of the Fayes, 
As was Aegerie that Numa tought : 

Those yet of her be Mertian lawes both nam'd and though 

XLIII. 
Her Sonne Sifillus after her did rayne ; 
And then Kimarus ; and then Danius : 
Next whom Morindus did the crowne sustayne ; 
Who, had be not with wrath outrageous 
And crueU rancour dim'd his valorous 
And mightie deedes, should matched have the best: 
As well in that same field victorious 
Against the fbrreine Morands he exprest ; 

Yet lives his memorie, though carcas sleepe m rest. 
XLIV. 
Rve sonnes he left begotten of one wife, 
All which successively by tumes did rayne : 

1 Fay, {foiy Fr.) aOegiaxice. * Fmmd, ertiMwhiHl. * X>^«», lain. 
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First Gorboman, a man of yertuous life ; 
Next Axchigald, who for his proud disdayne 
Deposed was fixxn princedome soverayne» 
And pitteous Elidure put in his sted ; 
Who shordy it to him restord agajme. 
Tin by his death he it recovered ; 

But Peridure and Vigent him disthroniaed : 
XLV. 
In wretched prison long he did remame, 
Till they out-raigi^ed had th^ utmost date, 
And then therein reseized^ was agame, 
And ruled long with honorable state, 
TiJl he surrendred realme and life to fate. 
Then all the soones of these five brethren raynd 
By dew successe,^ and all their nephewes ' late ; 
Even thrise eleven descoats the crowne xetaynd, 

T31 aged Hely by dew heritage it gaynd. 
XLVI. 
He had two sonnes, whose eldest, called Lud, 
Left of his life roost famous memory. 
And endlesse moniments of his great good : 
The ruin'd wak he did reaedifye^ 
Of Troynovant, gainst force of enimy, 
And built that Gate which of his name is hight,^ 
By which he lyes entombed solemnly : 
He left two sonnes, too young to rule aright. 

Androgens and Tenantius, pictures of his might 

^ Reseixed^ reinstated. ^ ReiBi^ye^ relmild. 

* Sueeeste, gaccesmon. * Htght, caUed. 

* JVipAaiow, deteendantt. 



XLVI. S. — TVoyiuymniC.] This u London, and tlM gata mmtioned 
in the next line ia Ladgate. 
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XLVU. 

WhDst they were jroung, Cassibalane their erne ^ 
Was by the people chosen m th^ sted, 
Who en him tooke the roiall diademe, 
And goodly well long time it governed ; 
Till the prowde Romanes him disquieted. 
And warlike CaBsar, tempted with the name 
Of this sweet Island never conquered, 
And envying the Britons blazed fame, 

(O hideous hunger of dcMninion !) hether cam& 
XLVIII. 
Yet twise they were repulsed backe agame, 
And twise renforst backe to their ships to fly ; 
The whiles with blood they all the shore did staine, 
And the gray ocean mto purple dy : 
Ne had they footing found at last perdie,^ 
Had not Androgens, fake to native soyle, 
And envious of uncles soveraintie, 
Betrayd his country unto forreine spoyle. 

Nought ek but treason from the first this land did foyle'! 
XLIX. 
So by him Caesar got the victory, 
Through great bloodshed and many a sad assay, 
In which himselfe was chaiged heavily 
Of* hardy Nennius, whom he yet did slay, 
But lost his sword, yet to be scene this day. 

^ EnUf uncle. ' FayU^ defeat, conquer. 

• Pardie^ truly. * Qf, by. 



XLVII. 1. — CassibdUtne.'] CassiveUaumtt wa« the nune of a firitiiii 
prince, who fought bravely against Julius Ciesar. 

XLVilL 2, --Ratforst] This is in aU the editions. The wtxm 
seems to require atfarst, or atf&reed. 
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Thenceforth this LAnd was tributarie made 
T' ambitious Rome, and did thdr rule obay, 
Till Arthur all that reckonmg defrayd : 

Yet oft the Briton Ejngs against them strongly swayd.^ 
L. 
Next him Tenantius raignd ; then Kimbeline, 
What time th' Etemall Lord in fleshly slime 
Enwombed was, fifom wretched Adams Ime 
To puige away the guilt of sinfiiU crime. 
O ioyous memorie of happy time, 
That heavenly grace so plenteously displayd ! 
O too high ditty ^ for my simple rime ! — 
Soone after this the Romanes him wairayd^ ; 

For that their tribute he reftisd to let be payd. 
LI. 
Good Claudius, that next was Elmperour, 
An aimy brought, and with him batteile fought. 
In which the King was by a treachetour^ 
Disguised slaine, ere any thereof thought : 
Yet ceased not the bloody fight for ought : 
For Arvirage his brothers place supplyde 
Both in his armes and crowne, and by that draught ^ 
Did drive the Romanes to the weaker syde. 

That they to peace agreed. So all was pacifyde. 
LII. 
Was never EJng more highly magnifide, 

> Aoayd, resisted. « TVeoc&ctovr, traitor. 

' Dithf^ theme. ' Draught, resemblance. 

* Warraydj waned upon. 



L. 1. — KimbeUne.] This is Shakspeare*s Cymbeline. 

LI. 1. — Ctood CUttidiuSj dx.] Claadios was the next emperor, who 
invaded Britain after Julius CeBsar. He has little claim to the title of 
good. 
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Nor diedd * of Romanes, thea^ was Arviiage; 
For which the Ejnperour to him allide 
His daughter Genuiss' m maiiiage : 
Yet shiTtlj he renouiist the vassallage 
Of Rome againe, who hether hasdy sent 
Vespasian, that with great spoile and rage 
Forwasted^ all, till G^uissa gent^ 

Persuaded him to ceasse, and her lord to relent 
LIII. 
He dide ; and him succeeded Marius, 
Who ioyd hb dayes in great tranquillity. 
Then Ck>yU ; and after him good Lucius, 
That first recdved Christianity, 
The sacred pledge of Christes Evangely. 
Yet true it b, that long before that day 
Hither came loseph of Arimathy, 
Who brought with him the Holy Grayle, (they say,) 

And preacht the truth ; but smce it greatly did decay. 
UV. 
This good King shcntly without issew dide, 
Whereof great trouble in the Kmgdome grew, 
That did herselfe m sondry parts divide. 
And with her powre her owne selfe overthrew, 
Whitest Romanes daily did the weake subdew : 
Which seeing, stout Bunduca up arose, 

> Dreddj dreaded. ' Foneatiedf laid waste. 

* IV», than. ^ Gent, gentle. 



LIl. 7. — Vespasian.'] In Uie leign of Claudius, Vespasian, afterwards 
emperor, distinguished himself by his military achievements in Britain. 

LIII. e.— The Holy GrayU,] The cup of the last supper, represented 
as containing the mysterious wine. It is spelt in the earlier romances 
* Sangreal,' (i. e. the real blood of our Lord ;) subsequenUy transmuted 
into * San greal/ * Saint Graal ; ' whence Spenser's * Holy Grayle.' 

LIV. 6. — Bunduca.] More generally known as Boadiua. She was 
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And taking armes the Britons to her drew ; 
With whom she marched straight against her fiiea, 

And them unwares besides the Seveme did enclose. 
LV. 
There she with them a cruell batteill tiyde, 
Not with so good successe as shee deserved , 
By reason that the captaines (m her syde, 
Conupted by Paulinus, from her swerv'd : 
Yet such, as were through former flight preserT'd, 
Gathering againe, her host she did renew, 
And with fresh corage on the victor serv'd : 
But being all defeated, save a few, 

Rather than fly, or be captiv'd, herselfe she slew* 
LVl. 
O fiunous moniment of wcnnens prayae ! 
Matchable either to Semiramis, 
Wh(»n antique history so high doth rayse, 
Or to Hypsiphil', or to Thomiris : 
Her host two hundred thousand numbred is ; 
Who, whiles good fortune favoured her might, 
Triumphed oft against her enemis ; 
And yet, though overcome in haplesse fight, 

Shee triumphed on death, m enemies despight. 
Lvn. 
Her reliques Fulgent having gathered, 

IB historical peiBonage, who hravely resisted the Romans, and was 
defeated hy Panlus Suetonius, A. D. 61, and poisoned herself. 

LVI. 4.-- Or to HypnpkU\ or to 7%0fiitrir.] HypsipkUs was a queen 
of LemnoB, who headed an attack made by her female subjects upon 
their male relations. — Tlkomtm, or Jlkomyris^ was a queen of the Mes- 
sagetae, who, according to some accounts, defeated C]rrus, and threw 
his head into a vessel of blood. 

LVII. l.—Fulgrent,J Fulgentiug is said to be the name of a Cale- 
donian chief, who headed the armies which the Emperor Sevems met 
VOL. II. 9 
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Fought with Seyenis, and him overthrew ; 

Yet in the chace was slaine of them that fled ; 

So made them victors whome he did subdew. 

Then gan Caniusius tirannize anew, 

And gainst the Romanes bent their proper ^ powre ; 

But him AUectus treacherouslj slew, 

And tooke on him the robe of Eroperoure : 

Nath'lesse the same enioyed but short happy howie : 
LVIII. 
For Asclepiodate him overcame, 
And left inglorious on the vanquisht playne, 
Without or robe or rag to hide his shame : 
Then afterwards he in his stead did raigne ; 
But shordy was by Ck>yU in batteill slame: 
Who after long debate, since Lucies tyme, 
Was of the Britons first crownd Sovenune: 
Then gan this Realme renew her passed prime: 

He of his name Coylchester built of stone and lime. 
LIX. 
Which when the Romanes heard, they hether sent 
Constantius, a man of mickle ^ might, 

> 7%€tr prop^, their own. ' JtftdUe, nraeh. 



in his march into Caledonia. Bat this was a hundred and fifty yeaxi 
after the time of Boadicea, and he is probably a fabolous person. 

LVII. 5. — CsmutM.] Caiausius was a Belgian or Briton, a skil- 
fbl naval commander in the Roman service in the joint reign of I>io- 
detian and Maximinian, A. D. 288. He was sent against some porates 
in the Baltic, and, after snbdoing them, rebelled against Rome, and 
went with his fleet to Britain, where he became an independent sove- 
reign. He was murdered by Allectus, a Briton, who succeeded to his 
insular empire, and was defeated by the Romans after a reign of three 
years. 

LIX. 2. — CsMtenittcs.] Constantius Chlorus, the ftther of Con- 
stantine, died at York, (then Eboneum,) A. D. 906. His wife (the 
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With whome King CoyU made an agreement. 

And to him gave for wife his daughter bright, 

Fajre Helena, the fairest living wight, 

Who m all godlv thewes ^ and goodly praise 

Did far excell, but was most famous bight ^ 

For skil in musicke of all in her dales, 
As well m curious instruments as cunning laies ^ : 
LX. 

Of wham he did great Constantine begett. 

Who afterward was emperour of Rome ; 

To which whiles absent he his mind did sett,^ 

Octavius here lept into his roome. 

And it usurped by unrighteous doome : 

But he his title iustifide by might, 

Slaying Traheme, and having overcome 

The Romane legion in dreadfull fight : 
So settled he his kingdome, and confiimd his right : 
LXI. 

But, wantmg yssew male, his daughter deare 

He gave in wedlocke to Maximian, 

And him with her made of his kingdome heyre, 

Who soone by meanes thereof the Empire wan. 

Till murdred by the freends of Gratian. 

Then gan the Hunnes and Picts invade this Land, 

During the raigne of Maximinian ; 

Who djring lefi none heire them to withstand ; 
But that they overran all parts with easy hand. 

* JJkeweSf gifls, faculties. * Highi, repnted. 

' UueSj tongB, or yocal music. * Sett^ apply. 



mother of Constantine) was named Helena, and is said by some writan 
to have been a British princess. 
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LXU. 

The weaiy Britons, whose wai^hable ^ youth 

Was by Maximian lately ledd away, 

With wretched miseryes and woefiill luth 

Were to those Pagans made an open pray. 

And daily spectacle of sad decay : 

Whome Romane wanes, which now fiywr bundled yeaies 

And more had wasted, could no whit dismay ; 

Til, by consent of Commons and of Peaies, 

They ciownd the second Constantine with ioyous teens: 
Lxm. 
Who having ofi in batteiU vanquished 
Those spoyleiiill Picts, and swaimmg Easterimgs, 
Long time in peace his Realme established, 
Yet oft annoyd with sondiy bordra^gg* 
Of neighbour Scots, and finrem scatterlingg' 
With wUch the world did in those dayes abound : 
Which to outbaire, with painefiill pyonings^ 
From sea to sea he heapt a mighty mound, 

Which fiom Alcluid to Panwelt did that border bownd. 
LXIV. 
Three sonnes he dybg left, all under age ; 
By meanes whereof thw uncle Vortigere 
Usurpt the crowne during their pupillage ; 
Which th' infants tutors gathering to feare,^ 

^ War-hMe^ able to serre in war. ' Pyomngs^ works of pioneen. 
' Bordragings, border ibraya. * Tafeare, to-fere, together. 

' SeatterUngSf Tagrants. 



LXn. 9.— n« stemid OmsCanfuM.] A common soldier of the ntms 
of Constantine was made emperor in Britain at the begixming of the 
fifth oentniy. 

LXni. 9. — Eaaterimgs.] The northern nations. 
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Than closdy mto Armorick did beare : 
For dread of whom, and fer those Picts annoyes, 
He sent to Germany straunge aid to reare ; 
From whence eftsoones ^ arrived here three hoyes* 

Of Saxons, whom he for his safety imployes. 
LXV. 
Two brethren were their capitayns, which hight^ 
Hen^t and Horsus, well appiov'd m wanre. 
And both of them men of renowmed might; 
Who making vantage of their civile iarre, 
And of those forreyners which came from faire, 
Grew great, and got large portions of land, 
That in the Realme ere long they stronger aire 
Then ^ they which sought at first their helpmg hand, 

And Vortiger enforst the Kingdome to aband.^ 
LXVI. 
But, by the helpe of Vortimeie his sonne, 
He is againe imto his rule restord ; 
And Hen^t, seeming sad for that was donne, 
Received is to grace and new accord, 
Through his &ire daughters face and flattring word. 

* EfUoanes, immediatelj. « Tkerty than. 

' H&yes, boata. • ^band, abandon. 

* Hight, were named. 



LXIV. 5. — Amuniek.'] Armorica, or Brittanj, in France. 

LXV. 2. — Hengiai and Harsus.'] Hengist and Hona were two 
noted Saxon chiefs, who, about the middle of the fifth oentorf , were 
inyited by Vortiger, a British chief, to assist his people in repelling 
the inrasion of the Picts and Scots, and afterwards established them- 
selyes in Britain, and founded the Saxon dynasty. 

LXVI. 5. — Through his fairt daughters face^ &c.] Vortiger is 
said to have fallen in love with Rowena, the daughter of Hengist, and 
married her, by which alliance the Saxons were materially aided in 
obtaining a permanent foothold in Britain. Hengist, too, is Mid to 

9* 
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Soone after which, three hundred lords he slew 
Of British blood, all sitting at his bord ; 
Whose dolefiill moniments who list to rew,^ 

Th' etemall maiks of treason may at Stonheng vew. 
LXVII. 
By this the sonnes of Constantino, which fled, 
Ambrose and Uther, did ripe yeares attayne. 
And, here arriving, strongly chaUenged 
The crowne whidi Vortiger did long detayne ; 
Who, flymg fix>m his guilt, by them was slayne: 
And Hen^ eke soone brought to shamefuU death. 
Thenceforth Aurelius peaceably did rayne. 
Till that through poyson stopped was his breath ; 

So now entombed lies at Stoneheng by the heath. 
LXVIII. 
After him Uther, which Pendragon hight,' 
Succeeding — There abruptly did it end, 
Without fiill pomt, or other cesure ^ right ; 
As if the rest some wicked hand did rend, 
Or th' author selfe could not at least ^ attend 

^ List to reWf wishes to pitj. ' CesurCy {cesura^ Lit.) stop. 
' Hightj was named. ^ Leastf last 



have inyited the British chieftains to a feast, and treacherously skin 
them all, except Vortiger. The tmth of both of these acconnts is 
matter of dispute among historians. It is certain that there were de- 
vastating wars between the Saxons and Britons, in which the latter 
were commanded sometimes by Vortiger, and sometimes by his son 
Vortimer. See Turner's History of the Anglo-Saxons, vol. i. pp. 253 — 
265. 

LXVII. 6. — J9nd Hengutj &c.] The events in this stanza are fabu- 
lous. Hengist founded the kingdom of Kent, which he transmitted to 
his posterity. 

LXVIII. 2. — 7%ers abrt^y did it end,] The history is brou^ 
down to Uther Pendragon, the lather of Arthur, and there ends. 
Prince Arthur was at that time ignorant of his parentage. 
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To finish it : that so undmely breach 

The Prince himselfe halfe seemed to offend ; 

Yet secret pleasure did offence empeach,^ 

And wonder of antiquity long stopt his speach. 
LXIX. 
At last, quite ravisbt with delight to heare 
The loyall oispring of his native land, 
Cryde out ; '' Dear Countrey ! O how dearely deare 
Ought thy remembraunce and perpetuall band 
Be to thy tosuat childe, that fiom thy hand 
Did commun breath and nouriture receave ! 
How brutish is it not to understand 
How much to Her we owe, that all us gave ; 

That gave unto us all whatever good we have ! " 
LXX. 
But Ghiyon all this while hb booke did read, 
Ne yet has ended : for it was a great 
And ample volume, that doth far ezcead 
My leasure so long leaves here to repeat : 
It told how first Prometheus did create 
A man, of many parts fiom beasts deiyv'd. 
And then stole fire fiom heven to animate 
His worke, for which he was by love depryv'd 

Of life himselfe, and hart-strings of ^ an aegle ryVd.^ 
LXXI. 
That man so made he called Elfe, to weet 
Quick, the first author of all Elfin kjrnd ; 
Who, wandring through the world with wearie feet, 

> En^^Mch, prevent. * Qfi^- ' Ry^'d, torn. 



LXX. 9. — Of lift himseffe.'] Promethens was not deprived of life 
by Jupiter, unleet Speneer noes the word in the eenae of the enjoy- 
ment of lift. 
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Did in the gaidins of Adcnus fynd 
A goodly creature, whom he deemd in mynd 
To be no earthly wight, but either spright, 
Or angell, th' authour of all woman kynd ; 
Th«:efi>re a Fay he her acccnrding hight,^ 

Of whom all Faiyes spring, and fetch their lignage iig^ 
Lxxn. 
Of these a mighty people shordy grew, 
And puissant kinges which all the world wazrayd,* 
And to themselves all nations did subdew : 
The 6rst and eldest, which that scepter swayd. 
Was Elfin : him all India obayd. 
And all that now America men call : 
Next him was noble Elfinan, who laid 
Cleopolis foundation first of all : 

But Elfiline eoclosd it with a golden wall. 
LXXIIl. 
HBs Sonne was Elfinell, who overcame 
The wicked Gobbelines in bloody field : 
But El&nt was of most renowmed fimae, 
Who all of christall did Fanthea build : 
Then Elfar, who two brethren gjrauntes kild, 
The one of which had two heades, th' other three: 
Then Elfinor, who was in magick ddld ; 
He built by art upon the glassy see 

A bridge of bras, whose sound hevens thunder seem'd to be. 
LXXIV. 
He left three soones, the which in order raynd, 
And all their o&pring, m their dew descents ; 
Even seven hundred princes, which maintaynd 
With migh^ deedes their sondiy goveniments : 

■ ESgkty c«]]ed. ' Warrofd, wured upon. 
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That were too long their infinite contents 
Here to record, ne much materiall : 
Yet should they be most famous moniments. 
And brave ensample, both of martiall 

And civil rule, to kinges and states impetiall. 
LXXV. 
After all these Elficleos did rayne, 
He wise Elficleos in great maiestie, 
Who mightily that scepter did sustayne, 
And with rich spoyles and famous victorie 
Did high advaunce the crowne of Faery : 
He left two sonnes, of which iaire Elferon, 
The eldest brother, did untimely dy ; 
Whose empde place the mightie Oberon 

Doubly supplide, in spousall and dominion. 
LXXVl. 
Great was his power and glorie over all 
Which, him before, that sacred seate did fill, 
That yet remaines his wide memoriall : 
He dymg left the fairest Tanaquiil, 
Him to succeede therein, by his last will : 
Fairer and nobler liveth none this howre, 
Ne like m grace, ne like m learned skill ; 
Therefiire they Glorian call that glorious flowre : 
Long mayst thou, Glorian, live in glory and great powre ! 
LXXVll. 
Beguyld thus with delight of novelties, 

LXXV. 1. — ElfieUos] In thiB and the succeeding stanza there aie 
obrions aUosions to history. '' Elficleos " is Henry VII. ; " Elferon " is 
Prince Arthur, his son, who died young; <' Oberon " is Henry VIII., 
who married his brother's betrothed bride ; and *< Tanaquiil," or *^ Glo- 
riana," his daughter, is Queen Elizabeth. It will be observed that no 
mention is made of Edward VI. or Queen Mary. 



106 THE FAERIE QUEENS. C. X. 

And naturall desire of Countiyes state, 
So long they redd in those antiquities. 
That how the time was fled they quite fiirgate; 
Till gende Alma, sedng it so late, 
Perforce their studies broke, and them besought 
To thinke how supper did them long awaite : 
So halfe unwilling irom their bookes them brought, 
And fayrely feasted as so noble Ejiightes she ought. 
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CANTO XI. 



The Enimies of Tempenonee 

Besiege her dwelling place ; 
Prince Arthuie them repelleo, and fowle 

Maleger doth defaca 

I. 

What waire so cniell, or what aege so sore, 

As that, which strong Affections ^ doe apply 

Against the fivte of Reason evermore, 

To bring the sowle into captivi^ ! 

Their tatce is fiercer through infimiity 

Of the fiaile flesh, relenting to their rage ; 

And exercise most bitter tyraimy 

Upon the partes, brought into their bond^ : 
No wretchednesse is like to sinfijll vellenage.^ 
U. 

But in a body which doth fi:eely yeeld 

His partes to Reasons rule obedient. 

And letteth Her that ought the scepter weeld. 

All happy peace and goodly government 

Is seded there in sure establishment. 

There Alma, like a Virgin Queene most bright, 

Doth florish m all beautie excellent ; 

And to her guestes doth bounteous banket dight,^ 
Attempred goodly well for health and for delight. 

* JffictionSf paariona. ' VdUnagtf semtud^ * Dight, fiirniah. 



lOe THE FAEBIB <)]DEKNE. B. II* 

m. 
Earijy befiire the Mome with ciemosm ^ ray 
The windowes of bright heaven opened had. 
Through which mto the worid the dawning Day 
Iffight looke, that maketh every creature glad. 
Uprose Sir Guyon m bri^t annour clad, 
And to his purposd ioumey him prepar'd : 
With him the Palmer eke in habit sad' 
Himselfe addrest to that adventure hard : 

So to the rivers syde they both together £ur'd : 
IV. 
Where them awaited ready at the fintl 
The Ferriman, as Alma had behight,' 
With hb well-iigged bote : They goe abord. 
And he eitsoones ^ gan launch hb baike forthright. 
Ere long they rowed were quite out of sig^t, 
And fest the land behynd them fled away. 
But let them pas, whiles winde and wether right 
Doe serve their tumes : here I a while must stay. 

To see a cnieU fight doen by the Prince this day. 
V. 
For, all so soone as Guyon thence was gon 
Upon his voyage with his trustie Guyde, 
That wicked band of Villeins fiiesh begon 
That Castle to assaile on every side, 
And lay strong siege about it &r and wyde. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were. 
That all the land they under them did hyde ; 
So fowle and ugly, that exceeding feare 

Their visages imprest, when they appioched neare. 

^ CremoBm, criimKm. ' Bekight, directed. 

' 3ad^ gnTe. ' Ijftwoanes, unmediileljr. 
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VI. 

Them in twelve Troupes their Captem did dispart, 
And round about in fittest steades ^ did place, 
Where each might best offend his proper part, 
And his contrary obiect most deface, 
As every one seem'd meetest in that cace. 
Seven of the same against the Castle-Gate 
In strong entrenchments he did closely place, 
Which with incessaunt force and endlesse hate 

They battred day and night, and entraunce did awate. 

VII. 
The other Five five sondry wayes he sett 
Against the five great Bulwarkes of that pyle. 
And unto each a Bulwarke did arrett,^ 
T' assayle with open force or hidden guyle. 
In hope thereof to win victorious spoile. 
They all that charge did fervently apply ^ 
With greedie malice and importune * toyle, 
And planted there their huge artillery, 

With which they dayly made most dreadfiiU battery. 

VIII. 
The first Troupe was a monstrous rablement 
Of fowle misshapen wightes, of which some were 
Headed like owles, with beckes * uncomely bent ; 
Others like dogs ; others like gryphons dreare ; 
And some had wings, and some had clawes to teare : 

* SteadtSf positions. < Importune, troablesome, lestless. 
■ Arrett, appoint. • Beckes, beaks. 

' Affiiyi obseire. 

VI. 6. — &v«ft, &c.] These, according to Upton, represent the seven 
deadly sins, and the Fiv^ mentioned in the next stanza, the vices that 
attack the senses. 

vol. II. 10 
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And every (me of them had lynces eyes ; 
And every one did bow and airowes beare : 
All those were lawlesse Lustes, corrupt EnvfeB, 

And covetous Asptets, all cruell enimyes. 

IX. 
Those same against the Bulwarice of the Sight 
Did lay strong siege and battailous assault, 
Ne once did yield it respitt day nor night ; 
But soone as Titan gan his head exault, 
And soone againe as he his light withhault/ 
Their wicked engins they against it bent ; 
That is, each thing by which the eyes may fault: 
But two then ^ all more huge and violent, 

Beautie and Money, they that Bulwarice sorely rent. 

X. 
The second Bulwarke was the Hearing Sence, 
Gainst which the second Troupe dessignment ^ makes ; 
Deformed creatures, in straunge difference : 
Some having heads like harts, some like to snakes, 
Some like wild bores late rouzd out of the brakes ; 
Slaunderous Reprcx^hes, and fowle Infamies, 
Lea^ges,^ Backb3rtinges, and vain-glorious Crakes,^ 
Bad Counsels, Prayses, and false Flatteries : 

All those against that Fort did bend their batteries. 

XI. 
likewise that same third Fort, that is the Smell, 
Of that third Troupe was cruelly assayd ; 
Whose hideous shapes were like to feendes of hell, 

* Withhatdt, withdrew. ^ LeasingeSj falsehoodi. 

' 7%enj than. ^ Crakes^ boastingi. 

3 Dessignment, attack. 



IX. 7. —May fault.] May offend or be in ftnlt 
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Some like to houndes, some like to apes, dismajd^ ; 

Some, like to puttockes,' all m plumes arayd ; 

All shapH accordmg ^ their conditioiis : 

For, hj those ugly foimes weren pouitrayd 

Fodish Delights, and fond ^ Abusions,^ 
Whkh doe that Sence besiege with light illusioDS. 

XU. 

And that fourth Band which cruell battiy bent 

Against the fourth Bulwaike, that is the Taste, 

Was, as the rest, a giysie^ rablement ; 

Some mouth'd like greedy oystriges ; some &ste^ 

Like loathly toades ; some iashioned in the waste 

Like swine : for so deformd is Luxury, 

Surfeat, Misdiet, and unthriitie Waste, 

Vame Feastes, and ydle Superfluity : 
All those this Sences Fort assayle incessandy. 

XIII. 

But the fift Troupe, most horrible of hew 

And ferce of force, is dreadfoll to report ; 

For some like snailes, some did like spyders shew. 

And some like ugly urchins ^ thick and short : 

Cruelly they assayled that fift Fort, 

Anned with dartes of sensuall Delight, 

Witli stinges of camall Lust, and strong efSbii 

Of feeling Pleasures, witli which day and night 
Against that same fift Bulwarke they continued fight. 

XIV. 

Thus these twelve Troupes with dreadfoll puissaunce 

Against that Castle restlesse siege did lay, 

* Dismaydy ill made. * JSbusionSf abiues. 

' PuUoekes, kites. * Grysie, filthy, or tqualid. 

' According, according to. "* Fatte^ faced. 

< Fond, fooUth. ' Urchins, hedgehogs. 
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And evennore their hideous ordiiiauDce^ 

Upon the Bulwarkes cruelly did play, 

That now it gan to threaten neare decay: 

And evermore thdr wicked Capitayn 

Provoked them the breaches to assay, 

Sometimes with threats, sometimes with hope of gayn, 

Which by the ransack of that Peece^ they should attayn. 

XV. 
On th' other syde, th' asseiged^ Castles Ward^ 
Their stedfast stonds ^ did mightily maintame, 
And many bold repulse and many hard 
Atchievement wrought, with perill and with payne, 
That goodly Frame fiom mine to sustaine : 
And those two brethren Gyauntes did defend 
The walles so stoutly with their sturdie mayne,® 
That never entraunce any durst pretend. 

But they to direfiil death their groning ghosts did send. 

XVI. 
The noble virgin, Ladie of the place, 
Was much dismayed with that dreadfiil sight, 
(For never was she in so evill cace,) 
Till that the Prince, seeing her wofiill plight, 
Cran her recomfort fiiom so sad affiight, 
Offiing his service and his dearest life 
For her defence against that Carle to fight. 
Which was their Chiefe and th' authour of that strife: 

She him remercied'' as the patrone of her life. 

' Ordinaunce, battering engines. * SlondSf stationB. 

* Peectf castle. • Mayiie, force. 

* Assdgedy besieged. ' Remerded, thanked. 

* Ward, guard. 



XV. 6. — Brethren CtyaunUs.'] Prince Arthor and hia squire, giants 
in courage and prowess. 
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XVII. 
Eftsoones ^ himselfe in glitterand annes he dight, 
And his well proved weapons to him bent ^ ; 
So takmg courteous conge ^ he beiiight ^ 
Those gates to be unbar'd, and forth he went. 
Fayre niote he thee, the prowest ^ and most gent,® 
That ever brandished bright Steele on hye ! 
Whom soone as that unruly rablement 
With his gay Squyre issewing did espye, 

They reard a most outrageous dreadfijdl yelling cry : 
XVIII. 
And therewithal! attonce at him let fly 
Their fluttring anowes, thicke as flakes of snow. 
And round about him flocke impetuously, 
like a great water-flood, that tombling low 
From the high mountaines, threates to overflow 
With suddein fury all the fertile playne, 
And the sad husbandmans long hope doth throw 
Adowne the streame, and all his vowes make vayne ; 

Nor bounds nor banks his headlong ruine may sustayne, 

XIX. 
Upon his shield there heaped hayle he bore, 
And with his sword disperst the raskall "^ flockes. 
Which fled asonder, and him fell before ; 
As withered leaves drop from their dryed stockes. 
When the wroth western wmd does reave ® their locks : 
And underneath him his courageous steed, 

^ EftsooneSf immediately. ^ Prowestf brayest 

^ Hentj took. * Genij accomplished. 

' CongBf leave. ^ RaskaU, base, or low. 

^ Behightf ordered. ' Reavey strip. 



XVII. 5. — Fayre moU he theeJ] Well may he profper. 
10* 
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The fierce Spumador, trode them downe like docks ^ ; 
The fierce Spumador borne of heavenly seed ; 

Such as Laomedon of Phoebus race did breed. 

XX. 
Which suddebe honour and confused ciy 
When as their Capteine heard, m haste he yode' 
The cause to weet,' and fault to remedy : 
Upon a tygre swifi and fierce he rode, 
That as the winde ran underneath his lode, 
Whiles his long legs nigh raught ^ unto the ground : 
Full large he was of limbe, and shoulders brode ; 
But of such subtile substance and unsound, [bound : 

That like a ghost he seem'd whose grave-clothes were un- 

XXI. 
And in his hand a bended bow was scene. 
And many arrowes under his right side, 
All deadly daungerous. all cruell keene. 
Headed with flint, and fethers bloody dide ; 
Such as the Indians in their quivers hide : 
Those could he well direct and streight as Ibe, 
And bid them strike the marke which he had eyde ; 
Ne was there salve, ne was there medicbe 

That mote recure their wounds ; so inly they did tine.^ 
XXII. 
As pale and wan as ashes was his looke ; 
His body leane and meagre as a rake ; 
And skin all withered like a dryed rooke ; 

> Doeksy weeds. ^ Raught, reached. 

' Yode, came. * TVim, inflame. 

» Weetfleam. 



XIX. 7. — Spumador.] So called from the Latin spuma, foam. 
XIX. 9. — Such as La&medonj &c.] Laomedon was a kin; of TV07, 
who had a fine breed of hones, which sprang from those of the son. 
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Thereto^ as cold and drery as a snake; 
That seemd to tremble evennore and quake : 
All in a canvas thin he was bedight,^ 
And girded with a belt of twisted brake : 
Upon his head he wore an helmet light, 

Made of a dead mans skull, that seemd a ghastly sght : 
XXIII. 
Maleger was his name : And after him 
There foUow'd fast at hand two wicked Hags, 
With hoaiy lockes all loose and visage grim ; 
Their feet unshod, their bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as swift on foot as chased stags ; 
And yet the one her other legge had lame, 
Which with a staffe all full of litle snags^ 
She did support, and Impotence her name: 

But th' other was Impatience armd with ragmg flame. 
XXIV. 
Soone as the Carle from far the Prince espyde 
Glistring in armes and warlike ornament. 
His beast he felly prickt on either syde. 
And his mischievous bow fiill readie bent. 
With which at him a crueU shaft he sent : 

* J%€retOf besides. * Bedightj dressed. 

* Snagt, knobs, or protuberant points. 



XXni. 1. — Maleger was his name.'] Maleger is compounded of two 
Latin words, signifying badly diseased ; and from this and the descrip- 
tion giyen of him, he seems to represent the varioas diseases which an 
indulgence in those *' fleshly lusts which war against the soul *' gives 
birth to. 

XXIII. 6. — Her other legge.] Other, according to Upton, means 
left. 

XXIII. 6. — Had lame.] The lameness of Impotence, that is, weak- 
ness, or want of restraining power, expresses the want of the capacity 
of self-support 



116 THE FAERI8 ^UEEHi:. B. IL 

But he was wane, and it waided well 
Upon las shield, that it no iiirther went. 
But to the ground the idle quarrel ^ fdl : 

Then he another and another did expeU.^ 
XXV. 
Which to prevent, the Prince his mortall speare 
Soone to him raught,^ and fierce at him did ride. 
To be avenged of that shot whyleare* : 
But he was not so hardy to abide 
That bitter stownd,^ but, turning quicke aside 
His light-foot beast, fled fast away ibr feare : 
Whom to poursue, the Infant^ after hide'' 
So fast as his good courser could him beare ; 

but labour lost it was to weene approch him nbare. 
XXVI. 
Far as the winged wind his tigre fled, 
That vew of eye could scarse him overtake, 
Ne scarse his feet on ground were seene to tred ; 
Through hils and dales he speedy way did make, 
Ne hedge ne ditch his readie passage brake, 
And in his flight the Villeine tum'd his face 
(As wonts the Tartar by the Caspian lake, 
Whenas the Russian him in fight does chace,) 

Unto his tygres taile, and shot at him apace, 
xxvn. 
Apace he shot, and yet he fled apace, 
Still as the greedy Knight nigh to him drew ; 
And oftentimes he would relent ® his pace. 
That liim his foe more fiercely should poursew : 

> Quarref, bolt ^ S^utimI, aasaiilt 
■ ExpeU, throw. ■ Infant, prince. 

> Bought, reached, or wized. ' Hide, hied, went. 
« Wkyleart, just before. " Rdent, slacken. 
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But, when his uncouth ^ manner he did vew. 
He gan avize > to Mow him no moi^e. 
But keepe his standing, and his shaftes eschew, 
Untill he quite had spent his perlous ^ store. 
And then assayle him fresh, ere he could shift for moie. 

XXVIII. 
But diat lame Hag, still as abroad he strew 
His wicked arrowes, gathered them againe, 
And to him brought, fresh batteill to renew ; 
Which he espying cast ^ her to restraine 
From yielding succour to that cursed Swaine, 
And her attaching ^ thought her hands to tye ; 
But, soone as him dismounted on the plaine 
That other Hag did far away espye 
Bmding her Sister, she to him ran hastily ; 

XXIX. 
And catching hold of him, as downe he lent,^ 
Him backeward overthrew, and downe him stayd '' 
With their rude handes and gryesly graplem^at^: 
Till that the Villein, comming to their ayd, 
Upon him fell, and lode upon him layd : 
Full litle wanted, but he had him slaine. 
And of the battell balefiill end had made. 
Had not his gentle Squire beheld his paine. 
And commen to hb reskew ere his bitter bane. 

XXX. 
So greatest and roost gbrious thing on ground 
May often need the helpe of weaker hand ; 

* Uneauthj strange. ^ Lenty stooped. 
' jfvtze, determine. "^ Stayd, held. 

* Perl&us, perilouB. ' Gryedy grapkmeni, ftufal 

* Cast, resolved. g^^^P* or clutch. 

* Mackingf seiiing. 
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So feeble is mans state, and life unsound. 
That in assuraunce it may never stand, 
Till it dissolved be from earthly band ! 
Pnx>fe be thou, Prince, the prowest man alyve, 
And noblest borne of all in Briton land ; 
Yet thee fierce Fortune did so nearely drive, 

That, had not Grace thee blest, thou shouldest not survive. 
XXXI. 
The Squyre arriving, fiercely in his aimes 
Snatcht first the one, and then the other Jade, 
His chiefest letts ^ and authors of his haimes, 
And them perforce withheld with threatned blade, 
Least that his Lord they should behinde mvade ; 
The whiles the Prince, prickt with reprochfid shame, 
As one awakte out of long slombring shade, 
Revivyng thought of glory and of fame, 

United all his powres to purge himselfe fixxn blame. 
XXXII. 
like as a fire, the which in hoUow cave 
Hath long bene undeikept and down supprest. 
With murmurous disdayne doth inly rave. 
And grudge, in so streight' prison to be prest, 
At last breakes forth with fiuious uiurest, 
And strives to mount unto his native seat ; 
All that did earst^ it hinder and molest, 
Yt now devoures with flames and scorching heat. 

And carries into smoake with rage and hoi^or great. 
XXXIU. 
So mightely the Briton Prince him rouzd 
Out of his holde, and broke his caytive bands ; 
And as a beaie, whom angry cunres have touz'd,^ 

> LetJtSf obftructions. ' Earat^ before. 

' Strnght, confined. * Taux^d, wozried. 
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Having off^akt them and escapt thdr hands. 
Becomes more fell, and all that him withstands 
Treads down and overthrowes. Now had the Carle 
Alighted fiom his Ugre, and his hands 
Discharged of his bow and deadly quar'le,^ 

To seize upon his foe flatt lying on the marle.^ 
XXXIV. 
Which now him tumd to disa vantage deare ^ ; 
For neither can he fly, nor other * harme, 
But trust unto his strength and manhood meare, 
Sith ^ now he is far fiom his monstrous swaime, 
And of his weapons did himselfe disarme. 
The Knight, yet wrothfull for his late disgrace, 
Fiercely advaunst* his valorous right arme. 
And him so sore smott with his yron mace, 

That grovelmg to the ground he fell, and fild his place. 
XXXV. 
Wei weened hee that field was then hb owne, 
And all his labor brought to happy end ; 
When suddein up the Villeine overthrowne 
Out of his swowne arose, fi^h to contend, 
And gan himselfe to second battaill bend. 
As hurt he had not beene. Thereby there lay 
An huge great stone, which stood upon one end, 
And had not bene removed many a day ; 

Some land-maike seemd to bee, or signe of sundry way : 

* ^uar^Uf bolts. * Other, any other perwm. 

* Marle^ ground. * SUh, since. 

* Deare^ grievons. * Advaunstf raised. 



XXXIV. 9. — Fild Jus plau.'\ Covered with his body the place where 
belay. 

XXXV. 9. — Or signe of sundry way.] Or a sign-poet denoting th0 
direction of varions cross-roads. 
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XXXVl. 
The same he snatcht, and with exceeding sway ^ 
Threw at his foe, who was right well aware 
To sh jnne the eng^ of his meant decay ; 
It booted not to thinke that throw to beare, 
But grownd he gave, and lightly lept areare^ ; 
Eft ^ fierce retouramg, as a fiiulcon fiiyre, 
That once hath failed of her souse ^ full neare, 
Remounts againe into the open ayre, 

And unto better fortune doth herselfe prepayre : 
XXXVII. 
So brave retouming, with his brandisht blade, 
He to the Carle himselfe agayn addrest, 
And strooke at him so stemely, that he made 
An open passage through his riven brest, 
That halfe the Steele behind his backe did rest ; 
Which drawing backe, he looked evermore 
When the hart blood should gush out of his chest, 
Or his dead corse should faJl upon the fiore ; 

But his dead corse upon the flore fell nathemcxe^: 
XXXVIII. 
Ne drop of blood appeared shed to bee. 
All ^ were the wownd so wide and wonderous 
That through his carcas one might playnly see. 
Halfe m amaze with horror hideous, 
And halfe in rage to be deluded thus, 
Again through both the sides he strooke him quight, 

' Sioay, force. * Sausej swoop, or attack. 

' Jheartj back. & /{laikemorej none the more. 

' Eft J again. * AU^ althoogh. 



XXXVI. 3. — 77i« engin of his meant decay.] < The engine wbidl 
wftB intended to kill him.' 
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That made his spright to grone full piteous ; 
Yet nathemore ^ forth fled his groning spright, 

But fieshly, as at first, prepard himselfe to fight. 
XXXIX. 
Thereat he smitten was with great affight. 
And trembling terror did his hart apall ; 
Ne wist^ he what to thinke of that same sight, 
Ne what to say, ne what to doe at all : 
He doubted ^ least it were some magicall 
Illusion that did beguile his sense. 
Or wandring ghost that wanted fiinerall, 
Or aery spirite under false pretence. 

Or hellish feend raysd up through divelish science. 
XL. 
His wonder far exceeded reasons reach. 
That he began to doubt his dazeled sight, 
And oft of error did himselfe appeach * : 
Flesh witliout blood, a person without spright, 
Wounds without hurt, a body without might. 
That could doe harme, yet could not harmed bee, 
That could not die, yet seemd a mortall wight, 
That was most strong in most infirmitee ; 

Like did he never heare, like did he never see. 
XLl. 
Awhile he stood in this astonishment. 
Yet would he not for all his great dismay 
Give over to effect his first intent, 
And th' utmost meanes of victory assay, 

* Jfathemorej none the more. ' Douhtedj feared. 

• Wist, knew. * appeach, accoie. 



XLI. 4. — ^nd th* utmost, &c.] He was reaolyed to bring the cob- 
VOL. II. 1 1 
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Or th' utmost yssew of his owne decay. 

His owne good sword Mordure, that never fayld 

At need till now, he lightly threw away, 

And his bright shield that nought him now avayld ; 

And with his naked hands him forcibly assayld. 
XLll. 
Twixt his two mighty armes him up he snatcht. 
And cnisht his carcas so against his brest, 
That the disdainfiiU sowle he thence dispatcht, 
And th' ydle breath all utterly exprest ' : 
Tho,' when he felt him dead, adowne he kest ^ 
The lumpish ^ corse unto the sencelesse grownd ; 
Adowne he kest ^ it with so puissant wrest,* 
That backe againe it did alofte rebownd. 

And gave against his mother Earth a groneiull ® sownd. 
XLin. 
As when loves hamesse-beanng "* bird from bye 
Stoupes at a flying heron with proud disdayne, 
The stone-dead quarrey ® falls so forciblye. 
That yt rebownds against the lowly playne, 
A second fall redoubling backe agayne. 
Then thought the Prince all peril sure was past, 
And that he victor onely did remayne ; 
No sooner thought, then ^ that the Carle as fast 

Gan heap huge strokes on him, as ere he down was cast. 

* Exprest, pressed out. ' GronefuU, groanfnli moumfbl. 

' TTio, then. ' Hamesse-bearingj annor bearing. 

• Kest, CMt. ' Quarrey, game. 

* Lumpish, heayj. * T%en, than. 

• Wrestj wrist, or force. 



test to an end, by resorting to every means to gain the Tietory, or by 
ezpodng his own life to the most extreme peril. 
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XLIV. 

Nigh his wits end then woxe th' amazed Knight, 
And thought his labor lost, and travell ^ yaTne, 
Against this lifelesse shadow so to fight : 
Yet life he saw, and felt his mighty mayne, 
That, whiles he marveild still, did still him payne ; 
Foithy ^ he gan some other wayes advize. 
How to take life from that dead-living swayne, 
Whom still he marked freshly to arize 

From th' earth, and from her womb new spirits to reprize.' 

XLV. 
He then remembred weU, that had bene sayd. 
How th' Earth his mother was, and first him boie ; 
She eke, so often as his life decayd, 
IKd life with usury to him restore, 
And reysd ^ him up much stronger then ^ before, 
So soone as he unto her wombe did fall : 
Therefore to grownd he would him cast no more, 
Ne him committ to grave terrestriall, 

But beare him farre from hope of succour usuall. 
XLVI. 
Tho ^ up he caught him twixt his piussant hands, 
And having scruzd ^ out of his carrion corse 
The lothfuU life, now loosd from smfuU bands, 
Upon his shoulders carried him perforse 
Above three flirlongs, taking his full course. 
Until he came unto a standing lake ; 
Him theremto he threw without remorse, 
Ne stird, till hope of life did him forsake : 

So end of that Caries days and bis owne paynes did make* 

^ Travell J traTaili labor. ' Forthy^ therefore. > Rqnixtf take again. 
« Reytd, raued. * TTten^ than. * Tho, then. 7 Seruzd, pieuedL 
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XLVII. 
Which when those wicked Hags from fiur did sfje. 
Like two mad dogs they ran about the lands; 
And th' one of them with dieadfull yelling aye, 
Throwing away her broken chaines and bands. 
And having quencht her burning fier*brands, 
Hedlong herselfe did cast into that lake : 
But Impotence with h^ owne wilfull hands 
One of Malegers cursed darts did take, 

So ryVd^ h^ trembling hart, and wicked end did make. 
XLVIII. 
Thus now alone he conquerour remaines : 
Tho,^ cimmiing to his Squyre that kept his steed. 
Thought to have mounted ; but his feeble vaines 
Him &ild thereto, and served not his need, 
Throu^ losse of blood which from his wounds did Ueed, 
That he began to faint, and life decay : 
But his good Squyre, him helping up with speed, 
With stedfast hand upon his horse did stay, 

And led him to the Castle by the beaten way. 
XUX. 
Where many Groomes and Squiers ready were 
To take him from his steed iiill tenderly ; 
And eke the fayiest Alma mett him there 
With balme, and wine, and costly spicery, 
To comfort him in his infimuty : 

* Ryv'dj divided, pierced. • 2Tb, then. 



XLVII. 1.— Which when^ &c.] When dJseaM is expelled from the 
frame, the impatience and irritability which are ita conaeqiiemses abo 
depart. 

XLIX. 4. — Jind eosdy spieery.'] This probably means a beverage 
in which apioea had been infiued or steeped. 



O.XI. THE FAEBIS Q.UEE1IX. 195 

Eftesoones ^ she causd him up to be caavBjdy 
And of his arraes despoyled easily 
In sumptuous bed shee made him to be layd ; 
And, al the while his wounds were dressing, by him stayd* 

^ EftesotmeSy inmiedifitely. 

11* 
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CANTO XII. 



Guyon, by Palmen governaonce, 
Passing through perilles great, 

Doth ovezthrow the Bowie of Blis, 
And Acnsy defeat 

I. 
Now ^nes ^ that goodly frame of Temperaunce 
Fayrely to rise, and her adorned bed 
To pricke^ of highest prayse forth to advaunce, 
Formerly grounded and fast setteled 
On firme foundation of true bountyhed ^ : 
Aii J this brave Knight, that for this vertue fightes, 
Now comes to point of that same perilous sted/ 
Where Pleasure dwelles b sensuall delights, 
Mongst thousand dangers and ten thousand magick mights. 

II. 
Two dayes now in that sea he sayled has, 
Ne ever land beheld, ne living ^igbt, 
Ne ought save perill, still as he did pas : 

* OhmeSf begins. ' Btnmh^edf goodness, yiztoe. 

' Prieke, pitch, point * Stedj place. 



I. 4. — Formerly graunded."] Being, first of all, grounded, or estdh 
Ijshed. 

1. 6. — And this krave Knight,'} i. e. Sir Gnyon, whose adventnns 
are resamed from the beginning of the preceding canto. 

1. 8. — Where Pleasure, &c.] This is Acrssia 
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Tho,^ when appeared the third Morrow bright 
Upcm the waves to spred her trembling light, 
An hideous loring far away they heard, 
That all their sences filled with affiight ; 
And strdght they saw the raging surges reard 

Up to the skyes, that them of drowning made affeard. 

III. 
Said then the Boteman, <^ Pahner, stere aright, 
And keepe an even course ; for yonder way 
We needes must pas (God doe us well acquight !) 
That is the Gulfe of Greedinesse, they say, 
That deepe engorgeth ' all this worldes pray ; 
Which having swallowd up excessively, 
He soone in vomit up againe doth lay,^ 
And belcheth forth his superfluity, 

That all the seas for feare doe seeme away to fly. 

IV. 
•*' On th' other syde an hideous Rock is pight * 
Of mightie magnes stone,^ whose craggie clift 
Depending fiom on high, dreadfidl to sight. 
Over the waves his rugged aimes doth lift. 
And threatneth downe to throw his ragged rift 
On whoso cometh nigh ; yet nigh it drawes 
AU passengers, that none fiom it can shift : 
For, whiles they fly that Gulfe's devouring iawes. 

They on the rock are rent, and sunck in helples wawes.* " 

» TTio, then. * Pight, placed. 

' Engorgeth f swallows. * Magnu-^Umty magnet. 

' lAy^ spread y throw. ' Wawts, waves. 



in. 3. — God doe us well aequigktJ] 'May God bring ua safelj 
through.' 

IV. 5. — Ragged r(/t.] Uneren or broken fragments. — J^ft means, 
literaUj, a retUj or ehatm. 
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V. 

Forward they passe, and strongly he them lowes, 
Untill they nigh unto that Guile arryvey 
Where streame more violent and greedy giowes : 
Then he with all his puisaunce doth stryye 
To strike his oares, and mightily doth diyve 
The hollow vessell through the threatM wave ; 
Which, gaping wide to swallow them alyve 
In th' huge abysse of his engulfing grave, 

Doth rore at them m vame, and with great tenour lave. 

VI. 
They, passing by, that grisely ^ mouth did see 
Sucking the seas into his entralles deepe, 
That seemd more horrible than hell to bee, 
Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartare steepe 
Through which the damned ghosts doen often creep 
Backe to the world, bad livers to torment : 
But nought tliat falles into this direfiill deepe, 
Ne that approcheth nigh the wyde descent. 

May backe retoume, but is condenmed to be drenu' 

VII. 
On th' other side they saw that perilous Rocke, 
Threatnmg itselfe on them to rumate,^ 
On whose sharp cliftes the ribs of vessels broke ; 
And shivered ships, which had beene wrecked late, 
Yet stuck with carcases exanimate ^ 
Of such, as having all their substance spent 
In wanton ioyes and lustes mtemperate. 
Did afterwardes make shipwrack violent 
Both of their life and fame for ever fowly blent^ 

> Grisdy, grisly, terrible. * Exanimate, lifelen. 

* Drent, drenched, drowned. > BUntf poUated, diigneed. 

3 RidnaU, fall. 
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VIII. 
Fonhj 1 thb hight ^ the Rock of vile Reprocfa, 
A daungeious and detestable place. 
To which nor fish nor fowle did once approch. 
But yellmg meawes,^ with seagulles hoais and bace, 
And connoyiaunts, with birds of ravenous race. 
Which still sat wayting on that wastfuU clift 
For spoile of wretches, whose unhappy cace. 
After lost credit and consumed thrift, 
At last them driven hath to this despairefiiU drift. 
IX. 
The Palmer, seemg them in safetie past, 
Thus saide ; *' Behold th' ensaraples in our sightes 
Of lustfull luxurie and thriftlesse wast ! 
What now is left of miserable wightes 
Which spent their looser daies in leud delightes. 
But shame and sad reproch, here to be red 
By these rent reliques speaking their ill plightes ! 
Let all that live hereby be counselled 
To shunne Rock of Reproch, and it as death to dread ! " 
X. 
So forth they lowed ; and that Ferryman 
With his stiffe oares did brush the sea so strong, 
That the hoare ^ waters fixxn his iHgot ran, 
And the light bubles daunced all along. 
Whiles the salt brine out of the billowes sprang. 
At last fer off they many Islandes spy 
On every side floting the floodes emong : 

* Fortkyf hence. * Memoes, wA-roewi. 

■ Higktf if called. * Hoarc, white with fotm. 



Vm. 9.— nit dispairrftiU drift.} 1*lus miaenhle coone or di- 
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Thea said the Kni^t: ^'Lo! I the land desciy; 

Therefore, old Syre, thy courae doe thereunto apply." 
XI. 
^' That may not bee/' said then the Fenyman, 
^* Least wee unweedng ^ hap to be finrdonne^ : 
For those same Islands, seeming now and than. 
Are not fiime land, nor any certein wonne,^ 
But stragling plots,^ which to and fio doe lonne 
In the wide waters : thCTefore are they bight * 
The Wandring Islands : Therefore doe them ahonne ; 
For they have oft drawn many a wandring wi^t 

Into most deadly daunger and distressed plight, 
xn. 
" Yet well they se^ne to him, that forre doth vew, 
Both fiure and firuitfoll, and the grownd dispred 
With grassy greene of d^ectable hew ; 
And the tall trees with leaves appaided 
Are deckt with blossoms dyde in white and red, 
That mote the passengers thereto allure ; 
But whosoever once hath fastened 
BDs foot thereon, may never it recure,® 

But wandreth evermore uncertdn and unsure. 
XIII. 
" As th' isle of Delos whylome,' men report, 

* Unwutmgj unknowing. ^ Bfightf caUed. 

' Fordanne, undone. ' Reeure^ recover. 

' Wonm, habitation. ^ Whylome, formerly. 
*• Plata, pieces of ground. 



XI. 3. — Seeming new and than.'] Appearing now and then. 

XIII. 1.— Jif tk' ideqf Ddos, &c.] This island is reprewnted bj 
the ancients as baring been floating tinder water until it was made to 
appear and remain fixed, in order that Latona might give birth there 
tc Apollo and Diana, the earth having been bound bj an oath imposed 
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Amid th' Aegaean sea long time did stray, 
Ne made far shippmg any certeine port. 
Till that Latona traveiling that way. 
Flying fiom lunoes wrath and hard assay ,^ 
Of her fayre twins was there delivered, 
Which afterwards did rule the night and day ; 
Thenceforth it firmely was established, 
And for ApoUoes temple highly herried.^ " 

XIV. 
They to him hearken, as beseemed) meete ; 
And passe on forward : so their way does ly, 
That one of those same Islands, which doe fleet ^ 
In the wide sea, they needes must passen by, 
Which seemd so sweet and pleasaunt to the eye, 
That it would tempt a man to touchen there : 
Upon the banck they sitting did espy 
A daintie Damsell dressing of her heare, 
By whom a little skippet ^ floting did appeare. 

XV. 
She, them espying, loud to them gan call, 
Bidding them nigher draw unto the shore, 
For she had cause to busie th^n withall ; 
And therewith lowdly laught: But nathemore^ 
Would they once tume, but kept on as afiwe : 
Which when she saw, she left her lockes undight,^ 

^ Asaay^ punuit. *• Skipptt, skiff. 

' Herriedf honored. * Jfathemore, none the more. 

* FUetf floftt " UtuUghty undreued, loosely flowing. 



by Juno not to give her a lesting-plsce, by which oath this island was 
not deemed to be bound. Hence the name of Ddoa, which is a Greek 
word, meaningr mamtfBst. 

XIV. 3. — One of those same islands,^ This was the island to whieh 
Guyon had been carried by Phedriai as described in the sixth canto. 
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And ranimig to her boat withouten ore, 

FncMn the departing land it launched light, 
And after them did drive with all her power and might 

XVI. 

Whom overtaking, she m meny sort 

Them gan to bord,^ and purpose diversly ^ ; 

Now faining dalliaunce and wanton sport. 

Now throwing forth lewd wcnrdes immodestly ; 

Till that the Palmer gan fiill bitteriy 

Her to rebuke for being loose and light : 

Which not abiding, but more scornfully 

Scoffing at him that did her iustly wite,^ 
She tumd her bote about, and from them rowed quite. 
XVll. 

That was the wanton Phaedria, which late 

Did feny him over the Idle Lake : 

Whom nought regarding they kept cm thrir gate,* 

And all h^ vame allurements did forsake ; 

When them the waiy Boteman thus bespake ; 

" Here now behoveth us well to avyse,* 

And of our safety good heede to take ; 

For here before a perious^ passage lyes, 
Where many Mermayds haunt making false mek)dies: 
XVIII. 

<' But by the way there is a great Quicksand, 

And a Whirlepoole of hidden ieopardy ; 

> Bord, aceoBt. * Gate, way. 

* Purpose iiverdy, spesk of Tari- * Avyse, consider. 

ous things. ' PerUms, periloos. 
' WiUyhluae. 



XV. l.^WiihmUtn ore.] This boat, it wiU be le 
moved bj toming a pin. See canto VI. stanza V. 
XVII.l.— mkie&£af€.] See canto VI. 
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Therefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an even hand ; 
Fcr twixt them both the narrow way doth ly/' 
Scarse had he saide, when hard at hand they spy 
That Quicksand nigh with water covered ; 
But by the checked ^ wave they did descry 
It plaine, and by the sea discoloured : 

It called was the Quickesand of Unthriftyhed. 
XIX. 
They, passnng by, a goodly ship did see 
Laden from far with precious merchandize. 
And bravely furnished as ship might bee, 
Which through great disaventure, or mespiize,' 
Herselfe had ronne into that hazardize^ ; 
Whose mariners and merchants with much toyle 
Labour'd in vaine to have rocur'd^ their prize. 
And the rich wares to save fiom pitteous spoyle ; 

But nether toyle nor traveill might her backe recoyle. 
XX. 
On th' other side they see that perilous Poole, 
That called was the Whiriepoole of Decay ; 
In which full many had with haplesse doole ^ 
Beene suncke, of whom no memorie did stay : 
Whose circled waten rapt with wliirling sway. 
Like to a resdesse wheele, still ronning round. 
Did covet, as they passed by that way, 
To draw their bote within the tUmost^ bound 

Of hb wide labyrinth, and then to have them dround. 

^ Ckeeiud, checkered. * Beeur'd, recofend. 

' Metprize, miftake. ^ DooU, lorrow. 

' HaxanUx0f hazardont iituatiQix. * Utmost, outmost 



XIX. 9. — Might her baeke reeoyU.} Might caue her to go bick, or 
be ramoTed off the quickBond. 
VOL. n. 12 
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XXI. 

But th' heedfiil Boteman stnmgly feith did stretch 
His brawnie annes, and all his bodie straine, 
That th' utmost sandy breach they shortly fetch, 
Whiles the dredd daunger does bdiind remaine. 
Suddeme they see fiom midst of all the maine 
The surging waters like a mountaine rise, 
And the great sea, puft up with proud disdaine, 
To swell above the measure of his guise, 
As threatning to devoure all that his powre despise. 

XXII. 
The waves come rolling, and the billowes iqtb 
Outragiously, as ^ they enraged were, 
Or wrathM Neptune did them drive before 
His whirimg chaiet for exceedmg feare ; 
For not one puffe of winde there did appeare ; 
That all the three thereat woxe much aftayd, 
Unweeting^ what such honour straunge did reare.' 
Efisocmes ^ they saw an hideous boast airayd 
Of huge sea-monsters, such as living sence dismayd : 

xxm. 
Most ugly shapes and hoirible aspfots, 
Such as dame Nature selfe mote feare to see. 
Or shame,^ that ever should so fowle defects 
From her most cunning hand escaped bee ; 
All dreadfoll pourtraicts of defoimitee : 

^ J§M,9Bi£, * EfUoanes, immediately. 

* UmMttingy TolkDOwing. * SBUnney be ashamed. 

' Jtaare, raiae, make. 



XXI. 3,— 7%at th' tttmoBt wtmdy krmek, Ac.] They come to the 
outside or extreme edge of the qaicksand, which is called a "aandy 
breach," because the sea breaks over it 

XXI. 8. — Tk^meamtt^ofhiagmae,'] Its usual or average letel. 
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Sprbg-headed hydres ; and sea-shouldiing whales, 
Great whirlpooles, which all fishes make to flee ; 
Bright scolopendraes annd with silver scales ; 

Mighty nxmoceros with inuneasuied ^ tayles ; 
XXIV. 
The dreadful fish, that hath des^v'd the name 
Of Death, and like him lookes in dieadfiill hew; 
The griesly wassennan, that makes his game 
The flying ships with swifines to puisew ; 
The honible sea-^atyre, that doth shew 
His feaiefiill &ce m time of greatest stoime ; 
Huge ziffius, whom mariners eschew 
No lesse than rockes, as trayeUers informe ; 

And greedy rosmarines with visages defonne : 



XXlil. 6. — Spring-kead^ hydres.} Hydras with heads ipriiiguig 
from their bodies. 

XXIII. 6. — Sea.sktnddnng wkaUs.] So eaUed from the quantity of 
water they displace in moTing. 

XXIII. 7. ~ Great whirlpooles.^ Whirlpool, a largre fish of the whale 
kind ; a general name, like UmathoHj for any large fish. 

XXni. 8. — ScoUfpendraee.'i Seolopendra is the name of the centi- 
pede, and is also ^plied to a sespfish resembling it. 

XXIII. 9. — Monoeeros.l The searonicom, or perhi^ie the sword- 
fish. The word is a Greek one, meaning *■ one-homed.' 

XXIV. l." The dreat^Jiah.] This is the Walrus, or Morse, (Jlfor# 
being the Latin for deaihj) a marine quadruped found in the polar 
legions. 

XXIV. 3. — The griedy teastermam.'} This is an imaginary monster 
supposed to dwell in the sea, in the shape of a man. 

XXIV. 6.-^HorribU seoroatyre.^ This fish, too, is a creature of the 
ftney. 

XXIV. 7,^ Huge x^hts.J Probably Xtphias^ which is the swoid- 
fish. Olaus Magnus, however, describes under the name of Z{giu$ a 
huge and formidable fish, which, as he truly says, is like nothing else. 

XXIV. 9. — Greedy rotmarinea,'] This is an imaginary sea-animal 
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XXV. 

AH these, and thousand thousands many mote. 
And more deformed monsters thousand fold. 
With dreadfiill noise and hollow rombling rare 
Came rushing, in the fjmy waves enioid,^ 
Which seem'd to Qy for feare them to behold : 
Ne wonder, if these did the Knight appall; 
For all that here on earth we dieadfull hold. 
Be but as bugs to fearen ^ babes withall, 

Compared to the creatures in the seas entrall.^ 
XXVI. 
^* Feare nought,'^ then saide the Palmer well ayiz'd, 
" For these same m(»st»!s are not these in deed. 
But are mto these fearefiill shapes disguiz'd 
By that same wicked Witch, to worke us dreed, 
And draw from on this ioumey to proceed.'' 
Tho,^ lifdng up his vertuous stafie on hye. 
He smote the sea, which calmed was with speed. 
And all that dreadfuU armie last gan flye 

Into great Tethys bos(xne, where they hidden lye. 
XXVII. 
Quit fixMn that danger finrth thdr course they kept; 
And as they went they heard a ruefull cry 
Of one that wayld and pittifuUy wept, 
That through the sea th' resoundmg plaints did fly : 

> Enrcid^ enveloped. ' EntrdU, entniU, depths. 

* Fearemj frighten. « Tho, then. 



described hy Olans Magnot. One of its accomplishments is that of 
climbing with its teeth to the top of rocks, to feed upon the dew, 
whence its name, ftom rot, dew, and marinuMj marine. 

XXyL4.^mck€d Witch.] Acnsia. 

XXVI. 5. — And draw fiom^ &c.] ' And draw ns firam proeeediBg 
on our jooxney. 
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At last they m an Island did espy 
A seemely ^ Maiden, fitting by the share, 
That with great sorrow and sad agony 
Seemed some great misfortune to deplore, 

And lowd to them fiir succour called evermore, 
xxvm. 
Which Guyon hearing, streight his Palmer bad 
To stere the bote towards that dolefull Mayd, 
That he might know and ease her sorrow sad: 
Who, him avizing better, to him sayd ; 
" Faire Sir, be not displeasd if disobayd: 
For ill it were to hearken to her cry ; 
For she is mly nothing ill apayd ^ ; 
But onely womanish fine forgery, 

Your stubboroe hart t' affect with iraile infirmity : 
XXIX. 
" To wluch when she your courage ^ hath inclind 
Through foolish pitty, then her guilefiiU bayt 
She will embosome deeper in your mind, 
And for your mine at the last awayt." 
The Knight was ruled, and the Boteman strayt 
Held on his course with stayed * stedfastnesse, 
Ne ever shroncke, ne ever sought to bayt ^ 
His tryed armes for toylesome wearinesse : 

But with his oares did sweepe the watry wildemesse* 
XXX. 
And now they nigh approched to the sted' 
Whereas those Mermayds dwelt : It was a still 
And calmy bay, on th' one side sheltered 

' SMmely, comely. ^ Stayed^ coo^mbL 

* lU apayd, distressed. * Bayt, rest 

* Courage, heart, mind. ' * SUd, plsoe. 

12* 
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With the biode shadow of an hoarie bill ; 

On th' othor side an high locke toured sdll, 

That twixt them both a pleasaunt port they made. 

And did like an halfe theatre fulfill: 

There those five Sisters had continuall trade,^ 

And usd to bath themselves in that decdptfiill shade. 
XXXI. 
They were fiiire Ladies, till they fixidly striv'd 
With th' Heliconian Maides for maystety ; 
Of whom they over-comen were depriv'd 
Of their inoud beautie, and th' one raoyity 
Transfixm'd to fish for their bold surquedry ^ ; 
But th' upper halfe their hew retayned still, 
And thdr sweet skUl m wonted melody ; 
Which ever after they abusd to HI, 

T' allure weake travellers, whcxn gotten they did kill. 
XXXII. 
So now to Gruyon, as he passed by. 
Their pleasaunt tunes they sweetly thus applyde ; 
" O thou fiiyre scnne of gentle Faery, 
That art in mightie armes most magnifyde 
Above all Knights that ever batteill tiyde, 
O tume thy rudder hetherward awhile : 

> TVaie, occupation, employment. ' Surquedry, inaolenoe. 



XXX. J.'-Ankalfk theatre fiiyUl.] < And did enclose the whole, like 
an amphitheatre.* 

XXXI. 1. — Fotre Ladies.] Theae are the sirens of mythology, who 
weie, however, thzee in number. Spenser makes them five, to cor- 
nspond with the five senses. They were also shaped partly like 
women, and parUy like birds, and not like mermaids, as is heie 
represented. Some say that they contended with the muses in singing, 
who Tanqniahed them and deprived them of their wings; but there is 
nothing in mythology ahont the " searchange " which Spenser gives to 
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Here may thy storme-bett vessdl safely ryde ; 

This is the Port of rest from troublous toyle, 
The woildes sweet In ^ from pame and wearisome tunnoyle." 
xxxm. 

With that the rolling sea, resoundmg soft. 

In bis big base them fidy answered ; 

And on the rocke the waves breakmg aloft 

A solemne meane '^ unto them measured ; 

The whiles sweet zephyrus lowd whisteled 

IGs treble, a straunge kmde of harmony ; 

Which Guyons senses softly tickeled, 

That he the Boteman bad row easily, 
And let him heare some part of their rare melody. 
XXXIV. 

But him the Palmer from that vanity 

With temperate advice discounselled, 

That they it past, and shordy gan descry 

The land to which their course they levelled ' ; 

When suddeinly a grosse fog over spred 

With his dull vapour all that desert has, 

And heavens chearefiill face enveloped, 

That all things one, and one as nothing was, 
And this great universe seemd one confiised mas. 
XXXV. 

Thereat they greatly were dismayd, ne wist * 

How to direct theyr way m daikenes wide, 

But feard to wander m that wastefull mist, 

For tomblirg into mischiefe unespyde : 

Worse is the daunger hidden then ' descride. 

> /», regtinjf-plmce. * Meane, tenor. * LeodUdj aimed. 
* Wist^ knew. » Tken^ than. 



XXXV. 4. — For tmnhUng,} Lest the j ahonld tumble or faU. 
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Suddeinly an iiuiumerable flight 

Of harmefull fowles about them fluttering cride. 

And with their wicked wings them ofte did smighti 
And sore annoyed, groping in that griesly night. 
XXXVI. 

•Even all the nation of unfortunate 

And fatall birds about them flocked were, 

Such as by nature men abhorre and hate ; 

The ill-faste ^ owle, deaths dreadful! messengers ; 

The hoars night-raven, trump of dolefiiU drere^; 

The lether-winged batt, dayes enimy ; 

The ruefull strich,^ still waiting on the here ^ ; 

The whisder shrill, that whoso heares doth dy ; 
The hellish harpyes, prophets of sad destiny : 
XXXVII. 

All those, and all that els does horror breed, 

About them flew, and fild their sayles with feare ; 

Yet stayd they not, but forward did proceed, 

Whiles th' one did row, and th' other sdfly ^ steare. 

Till that at last the weather gan to cleare, 

And the faire land itselfe did playnly show. 

Said then the Palmer ; '^ Lo ! where does appeare 

The sacred ^ soile where all our perills grow ! 
Therefore, Sir Knight, your ready arms about you throw." 
XXXVIII. 

He hearkned, and his armes about him tooke, 

The whiles the nimble bote so well her sped, 

That with her crooked keele the land she strodce : 

> JU-fuUf ill-faced. « Bere, bier. 

' Drere, aonow. * Stifliff reflolutelj. 

3 Striehf the Bcreech-owl. ' Sacred, cuned, or, perhapi, enchanted. 



XXXVII. 2. — Fild their satjUs with feare.} A bold meta|ihor, like 
Milton's 

'< Built in th* eclipse and rigged with curses dark.", 
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Then fofth the noble Guyon sallied. 
And his sage Palmer that him governed ; 
But th' other by his bote behind did stay. 
They matched fayrly forth, of nought ydred,^ 
Both fiimely armd for every hard assay, 

With constancy and care, gainst daunger and dismay. 
XXXIX. 
Ere long they heard an hideous bellowing 
Of many beasts, that roard outrageously, 
As if that hungers poynt or Venus sting 
Had them enraged with fell surquedry^ ; 
Yet nought they feard, but past on hardily, 
Un^ they came m vew of those wilde beasts. 
Who all attonce, gaping full greedily. 
And rearing fercely their upstaring^ crests, 

Ran towards to devoure those unexpected guests. 
XL. 
But, soone as they appiocht with deadly threat, 
The Pahner over them his staflfe upheld, 
His mighty staflb, that could all charmes defeat : 
Elftesoones^ their stubbome corages were queld, 
And high advaunced crests downe meekely feld^; 
Instead of fraying ® they themselves did feare. 
And trembled, as them passing they beheld: 

' Ydred, afraid. * EftesooneSy instantly. 

' Sitrquedry, insolence. * Feldf were felled, 

' I^MCartii^, hig;h-&dTUiced. * Fraying^ terrifying. 



XL. 2. — His staffs vphdd.] In the fifleenth book of the Jerusalem 
Delirered, (from which Spenser has drawn some of the incidents and 
descriptions of this canto,) the knights Charles and UbaMo encounter 
Tarious wild beasts on their way to the Gardens of Armida, which are 
rendered harmless by holding a charmed rod over them. The virtues 
of this staff express that power over the inferior appetites, which qningi 
ftmn halMts of temperance and lelf-eontrol. 
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Such wondrous powie did m that gtaflb appeue. 
All moDSteis to subdew to him that did it beam. 
XLI. 
Of that same wood it fiam'd was cunnm^y, 
Of which Caduceus whilome ^ was made, 
Caduceus, the rod of Meicuiy, 
With which he wonts the Stygian realmes invade 
Through ghastly honor and eternall shade ; 
Th' infemall feends with it he can asswage. 
And Orcus tame, whome nothing can persuade, 
And rule the Fuiyes when they most doe rage : 
Such yertue m hb stafh had eke this Palmer sage. 
XLII. 
Thence passing forth, they shortly doe arryve 
Whereas the Bowre of Blisse was situate ; 
A place pickt out by choyce of best alyve, 
That natures woike by art can imitate : 
In which whatever m this worldly state 
Is sweete and pleadng unto living sense. 
Or that may dayntest^ iantasy aggrate, ' 
Was poured forth with plentifiill dispence,^ 
And made there to abound with lavish affluence. 
XLUI. 
Goodly it was enclosed rownd about, 
As well their entred guestes to keep within. 
As those unruly beasts to hold without ; 
Yet was the fence thereof but weake and thin ; 
Nought feard their force that fortilage ^ to win, 

* WkHofTMy formerly. * Dispenee, expeue. 

* Dayntestf daintieBt, moct delicate. * Fortilage^ fortzeM. 
' AggraUf delight. 



XLJU.5.^Jfaught feard, &c.] Their forces did not apprehend 
danger from the aasaolt of any power, except the power of wisdom and 
the might of temperance. 
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But Wtsedomes powre, and Temperaunces mig^t, 

By which the mightiest things efibrced bm ^ : 

And eke the gate was wrought of substaimce lig^ 
Rathor fiir pleasure then for batteiy or fig^L 
XIAV. 

Yt framed was of precious yvoiy, 

That seemd a worice of admirable witt; 

And therem all the femous histoty 

Of lason and Medaea was ywiitt ; 

Her mighty charmes, her fiirious lovmg fitt ; 

His goodly conquest of the golden fleece, 

His &lsed fityth, and love too lighdy flitt ^ ; 

The wondred^ Argo, which m venturous peece 
Hist through the Euxme seas bore all the flowr of Greece. 
XLV. 

Te might have seene the frothy billowes fry ^ 

Under the ship as thorough them she went. 

That seemd the waves were mto yvoiy, 

Or yvoiy into the waves were sent ; 

And otherwhere ^ the snowy substaunce sprent ' 

With veimelly^ like the boyes blood ther^ shed, 

> Bm, been, are. • Oihartokeref in another plaoe. 

* FUtt, depvted. • Sprent, sprinkled. 

* Wlmdredf wondered at or admired. ^ Vermdl, yermilion. 
« Fry, foam. 



XLIV. 1.— Yt frmned was, &c.] Ttmao describea the gates of the 
palace of Armida as being of silver, on which were wronght the stories 
of Hercules and lole, and of Antony and Cleopatra. — Jer. Dkl., canto 
XVI. 

XLIV. 8. — in venturous peeee.'] Peeee was formerly used to desig- 
nate a casUe, or any large structure. Hence it is here applied to a 
ship. 

XLV. 6.-7^ boyes blood.] Medea put to death the children she 
had by Jason, and presented Creusa, the destined wife of Jason, with 
an enchanted garment, which consumed her to ashes. 
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A pHeoQS spectacle did represent ; 
And otlierwhiles with gold besprinkeled 

Yt seemed th' encbaunted flame, which did Creosa wed. 
XLVl. 
AH this and more might in that goodly gate 
Be red, that ever open stood to all 
Which thether came : but m the porch there sate 
A comely personage of stature tall, 
And semblaunce pleasing, more then naturall, 
That traveilers to him seemd to entize ; 
His looser garment to the ground did fall, 
And flew about his hedes in wanton wize. 

Not fitt ibr speedy pace or manly exercise. 
XLVII. 
They m that place him Genius did call : 
Not that celestiall Powre, to whom the care 
Of life, and generation of all 
That lives, pert^es in charge paiticulare, 
Who wondrous things concerning our welfare. 
And straunge phantomes, doth lett us ofte (oaesee. 
And ofte of secret ills bids us beware : 
That is our Selfe, whcxn though we do not see, 

Tet each doth m himselfe it well perceive to bee : 
XLVIII. 
Therefore a god him sage Antiquity 
Did wisely make, and good Agdistes call : 

XLVII. 1. — Genius,] This penonage, called Gamtf, represents whU 
if called the g^nios of the place, and is here a loose reveler. The " <»> 
lestiall Powre " is that genius or spirit which the ancients fopposed 
was assigned to each individual, to watch over him, of which the 
" demon " of Socrates is an example. 

XLVU. 8. — Our 5c//e.] Onrsonl. 

XLVIII. 2. — AgditUs.] Agdistes was a name given by the Greeks 
to the genius or demon. He was a being of a doable sex, bom, booa 
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But this same was lo that quite oontraiy. 

The fi)e of life» that good eoy^os to all. 

That secretly doth us piocujre to fall 

Through guileM semblants/ which be makes us see: 

He of this Grardb bad the govemall,' 

And Pleasures Porter was deyizd to bee, 
Holdmg a sta£fe in hand for more fonnalitee. 
XLIX. 

With diFOse flowies he damtily was deckt. 

And strowed rownd about ; and by his side 

A mighty mazer^ bowle of wine was sett, 

As if it had to him bene sacrifide ; 

Wherewith all new-come guests he gratyfide: 

So did he eke Sir Guyon passbg by ; 

But he his ydle curtesie defide, 

And overthrew his bowle disdainfully^ 
And broke his staife, with which he channed semUanti dy. 

L. 

Thus being entred, they behold arownd 

A large and spacious plabe, on every side 

Strowed with pleasauns^ ; whose fayre grassy grownd 

Manded with greene, and goodly beautifide 

With all the ornaments of Floraes pride. 

Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe m scome 

Of niggard Nature, like a pompous bride 

' HtmWamttf phantonw, appeaiancei. ' GovtfmaUf government. 
' Maxer, made of maple. ^ PleasatmUf objeets inspiring pleaaoxe. 

■ay of Jnpiter and Terra, and other*, of Jnpiter and a woman into 
wliom the Rock Agdos had been changed, which rock enpplied the 
fiagmenta which Deucalion and Pjrrrha naed in repeopling the world. 

XLIX. 9,^Ht ehmrmtd nm k UnU «fy.] * He conjured up thin phan- 

f 

TOL. n. 13 
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Did decke her, and too lavishly adome, 

When forth fiom viigm bowre she comes m th' eariy moma. 

U. 
Tliereto ^ the heavens alwayes joviall 
Lookte on them lovely, still m stedfast state, 
Ne suffied stcxme nor fix)st aa them to fall, 
Tlieir tender buds or leaves to violate ; 
Nor scorching heat, nor cold intemperate, 
T' afflict the creatures which therem did dwell ; 
But the milde ajrre with season moderate 
Gendy attempred, and disposd so well. 

That still it breathed forth sweet spirit' and holesom audi : 

LII. 
More sweet and hdesome then the pleasaunt hill 
Of Rhodope, on which the nimphe, that bore 
A gyaunt babe, herselfe for giiefe did kill ; 
Or the Thessalian Tempe, where of yore 
Fayie Daphne Phoebus hart with love did gore ; 
Or Ida, where the gods loVd to repayre, 
Whenever they their heavenly bowies forlore ' ; 
Or sweet Pamasse, the haunt of Muses Skyre ; 

Or Eden selfe, if ought with Eden mote compayie. 

UII. 
Much wondred Guyon at the &yie aspect 
Of that sweet place, yet suffied no delight 

^ nsnto, alio. ' Syirii^ breath. * Farhre^ fbnook. 



LII. 2.— Qf Bkodope,} Rhodope was the wife of Hemns, king of 
Thrace, and was changed into the mountain of the aame name. She 
had by Neptone the giant Athoa, afterwards changed into « moon- 
tain of the same name. I presume that Rhodope is the < nimphe * me» 
tioned in-the text, but I can find no accoont of her killing herself fbi 
giief. 
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To sincke into his sence, nor mind affect; 

But passed finth, and lookt still forward lighti 

Brydling his will and maystering ^ his might : 

rnil that he came unto another gate : 

No gate, but like one, b^g goodly dight' 

With bowes and braunches, which did broad dilate 

Tlieir claspmg armes in wanton wreathings intiicate : 
LIV. 
So fashioned a porch with rare device, 
Archt over head with an embracmg vine. 
Whose bounches hangmg downe seemd to entice 
AU passers-by to taste their lushious wine. 
And did themselves into their hands incUne, 
As freely offering to be gathered ; 
Some deepe empurpled as the hyacme,^ 
Some as the rubine^ laughing sweetely red. 

Some like iaire emeraudes,^ not yet well ripened : 
LV. 
And them amongst some were of bumisht gold, 
So made by art to beautify the rest. 
Which did themselves emongst the leaves enfidd, 
As lurking from the vew of covetous guest, 
That the weake boughes with so rich load opprest 
Did bow adowne as overburdened 
Under that porch a comely Dame did rest 
Clad in fayre weedes ^ but fowle disordered. 

And garments loose that seemd unmeet for womanhed : 
LVI. 
In her left hand a cup of gold she held. 
And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 

' MmpUringj controUing. * ItnAuM, raby. 

* Dighi^ adorned. * JSiiMraiidef , emenldi. 

* flyooiMyhjaeinth, or jacinth. * IFeadtf, dothea. 
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Whose sappy liqoar, that with fidncBse swM^ 
Into her cup she scnixd^ with damtie bfeacb 
Of her fine fingers, whhout fowle empeach,' 
That so £suie winepresse made the wine more sweet: 
Thereof she usd to give to drinke to each, 
Whom pasnng by she happened to meet: 

It was her guise all stnumgers goodly so to gieet. 
LVII. 
So she to Gruyon oflbed it to tast ; 
Who, taking it out of her tender hood, 
The cup to giound did violently cast, 
That all m peeces it was broken fond,' 
And with the liquor stained all the loud : 
Whereat Excesse ezceedinly was wroth, 
Yet no'te^ the same amend, ne yet witfast)cmd» 
But sufeedhim to passe, all^ werodie bth; 

Who, nou^t regarding her displeasuiB, Ihrwaid godL 
Lvm. 
There the most daintie paradise on gnwad 
Itselfe doth ofi^ to his sober eye, 
In which all pleasures plenteously abownd. 
And none does otheis happinesse eavye ; 
The painted flowres ; the trees upshooting hye; 
Tlie dales for shade; the hilles for breathbg space; 
The trembling grovcB ; the christall lunning by ; 

* Sbntttf, ftquMxed. * At^fladb, injaxy, or dMfigmemeiit 

* Fond^ found. * Jfo*U, could not * AU, altlioiiglL 



LYI. b.— Without fnele en^eaeh.'] She pressed the froit so d^ 
cately with her fur fingetv that there wbs nothing djstastefal or offfen- 
■iye in the sight. 

LVin. l.—TVrs tkt moif, &c.] Coupare Tmso» Jer. Dd., canto 
XVl.!MMittilX.X. 
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And, that which all faire workes doth most aggracei^ 
The art, which all that wrought, appeared m no place. 
LIX. 
One would have thought, (so cunningly the rude 
And scorned partes were mingled with the fine,) 
That Nature had for wantonesse ensude^ 
Art, and that Art at Nature did repbe ; 
So striving each th' other to undennine. 
Each did the others woike more beautify ; 
So differing both in willes agreed m fine': 
So all agreed, through sweete diversity. 
This Gardin to adome with all variety. 
LX. 
And in the midst of all a fountaine stood. 
Of richest substance that on earth might bee, 
So pure and shiny that the silver flood 
Through every channel! lunning one might see ; 
Most goodly it with curious jrmageree 
Was over^wrought, and shapes of naked boyes, 
Of which some seemd with lively ioUitee 
To fly about playing their wanton toyes,* 
Whylest others did themselves embay ^ m liquid ioyes. 
JLXI. 
And over all of purest gold was spred 
A trayle of yvie in his native hew ; 
For the rich metall was so coloured. 
That wight, who did not well avis'd it vew, 

' jSggraee, give gnee to. ^ Toyes, sporti. 

* EnsudBy followed, or imiUted. * Embay, bathe. 

' Infinej in the end. 



LXI. 4. — Vuu trightf &c.] < That any one who did not new it with 
attention.' 

13 • 
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Would surely deeme it to bee yvie trew : 
Low his lascivious annes adown did creepe, 
That themselves dipping m the silver dew 
Their fleecy flowres they fearefuUy did steepe. 

Which drops of christall seemd fi>r wantoues to weep. 
LXII. 
Infinit streames coutmually did well ^ 
Out of this fiHiDtame, sweet and iaire to see. 
The which into an ample laver fell, 
And shordy grew to so great quantitie, 
That like a lide lake it seemd to bee ; 
Whose depth exceeded not three cubits bight, 
That through the waves one might the bottom see, 
All pav'd beneath with jaspar shining bright, 

That seemd the fountaine in that sea did sayle upright 
LXIII. 
And all the margent round about was sett 
With shady laurell trees, thence to defend' 
The sunny beames which on the billowes bett, 
And those which therem bathed mote ofl&nd. 
As Guyon hapned by the same to wend,^ 
Two naked Damzelles he therem espyde. 
Which therein bathing seemed to contend 
And wresde wantonly, ne car'd to hyde 

Their dainty partes fix)m vew of any which them eyd. 
LXIV. 
Sometimes the one would lift the other quight 
Above the waters, and then downe againe 

1 Wai, flow. > Defend, keep off. * Wmdj go. 



LXni. 6. — Two naked Damxdles^ &c.] The incident of the dam- 
■els bftthing in the fountain is taken from Tasso, Jer. Del., canto XV. 
Many of the stanzas are closely imitated from the Italian. 
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Her plong, as oyer-maystered by might, 
Where both awhile would covered remaine. 
And each the other ijx>m to rise restraine ; 
The whiles their snowy limbes, as through a vele, 
So through the christall waves appeared plame : 
Then suddeinly both would themselves unhele,^ 

And th' amorous sweet spoiles to greedy eyes revele. 
LXV. 
As that fiure starre, the messenger of momey 
Hb deawy &ce out of the sea doth reare : 
Or as the Cyprian goddesse, newly borne 
Of th' ocean's iruitfull froth, did first appeare : 
Such seemed they, and so their yellow heare 
Christalline humor dropped downe apace. 
Whom such when Guyon saw, he drew him neaxB, 
And somewhat gan relent ^ his earnest pace ; 

His stubbome brest gan secret pleasaunce to embrace. 
LXVI. 
The wanton Maidens him espying, stood 
Gazmg awhile at his unwonted guise ; 
Then th' one herselfe low ducked m the flood, 
Abasht that her a straunger did avise ^ : 
But th' other rather higher did arise, 
And her two lilly paps aloft displayd. 
And all, that might his meltmg hart entyse 

^ Vnkdef expose. * RdaU, slacken. ' AoiMe, perceive. 



LXV. 1.--j9« thaifaire siarre, &o.] 

<< As when the morning star escaped and fled 
From greedy waves with dewy beams npflies; 
Or as the queen of love, new-bom and bred 
Of th' ocean's firuitful froth did first arise." 

Fairfax's Tasso, canto XV . stanxa LX. 
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To her ddights, she unto him bewrayd ; 

The rest, hidd underneath, him more deannius made. 
LXVII. 
With that the other likewise up arose, 
And her &ire lockes, which faaneAj were bofwnd 
Up in one knott, she low adowne did lose, 
Which flowing long and thick her cloth'd arownd, 
And tb' yvorie in golden mantle gownd ^ : 
So that &ire spectacle from him was reft,' 
Yet that which reft' it no lesse faire was fownd : 
So hidd m lockes and waves from lookers theft, 

Nought but her lovely &ce she for his looking left. 
LXVm. 
Withall she laughed, and she blusht withall, 
That blushmg to her laughter gave more grace, 
And laughter to her blushing, as did fall.' 
Now when they spyde the Knight to slacke his pace 
Them to behold, and in his sparkling face 
The secrete signes of kindled lust appeaie. 
Their wanton m^riments they did encreace, 
And to him beckned to approch more neare, 

And shewd him many sights that corage ^ cdd could reare ^ : 
LXIX. 
On which when gazing him the Palmer saw, 
He much rebukt those wandring eyes of his. 
And counseld well him forward thence did draw. 
Now are they come nigh to the Bowre of Blis, 
Of her fond favorites so nam'd amis ; 
When thus the Palmer ; " Now, Sir, well avise • ; 



^ Oownd, enclosed. * Corage^ heart, mmd. 

• Reft, taken away. » Reare, raiae, ezhilaxate. 

* Fall, beftll, or happen. * Jtmse^ reflect 
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For here the end of all our trayeill is: 

Here w<xines ^ Acrasia, whom we must surprise, 

Els she will slip away, and all our diift^ despise." 
LXX. 
Eftsoones^ they heard a most melodious sound, 
Of all that mote delight a damtie eare, 
Such as attonce might not on living ground, 
Save in this paradise, be heard elsewhere: 
Right hard it was for wight which did it heare, 
To read ^ what manner muacke that mote bee ; 
For all that pleasing b to livmg eare 
Was there consorted in one hannonee ; 

Birdes, voices, instniments, windes, waters, all agree : 
LXXI. 
The ioyous birdes, shrouded in chearefull shade, 
Thdr notes unto the voice attempred sweet ; 
Th' angelicall soft tremblmg voyces made 
To th' mstiuments divine respondence meet ; 
The silver-sounding instruments did meet 
With the base murmure of the waters &11 ; 
The waters M with difference discreet, 
Now soft, now loud, unto the wind did call ; 

The gentle warblmg wind low answered to all. 
LXXU. 
There, whence that musick seemed heard to bee, 
Was the faire Witch herselfe now solacing 

1 WonfuSj dwells. ' EftaooneSf immediately. 

* Drifty aim, pnrpoee. ^ Read, explain. 



LXX. 1. — Eftsoones, &c.] Nothing can be conceived of moxe ad- 
mirable than the rich tnd elaborate harmony of thii and the incceeding 
stania. The eame thought is contained in a stanza of Tsmo ; but Spen- 
ser has greatly expanded and embellished it from his own affluent 
ftncy. 
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With a new lover, whom, tfaiough soiceree 

And witchcraft, she from fimre did thether bring : 

There she had him now laid a slombering 

In secrete shade after long wanton iojes ; 

Whilst round about them pleasaundy did sing 

Many iaire ladies and lascivious boyes. 
That ever mixt their song with light licentious toyes.^ 
LXXIII. 

And all that while right over him she hong 

With her false' eyes fast fixed in his sight, 

As seeking medicine whence she was stong, 

Or greedily depasturing delight; 

And oft mclining downe with kisses light. 

For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd. 

And through his humid eyes did sucke his spiight. 

Quite molten mto lust and pleasure lewd ; 
Wherewith she sighed soft, as if his case she rewd.' 
LXXIV. 

The whiles some one did chaunt this lovely lay ; 

Ah! tee, whoso fayre thing doetifamt to see,* 

^ ToyeSf sport ' Raodf pitied. 

' FaU9f deoeiTing, or betnying. < Faime to Me, gladljr ne. 



LXXIIL 2. — Fixed in his sight.] * Fixed upon his eyes.' 
LXXIV. l.— The whiles, &c.] The song which follows is tnnskbBd 
from TsMO, Jer. Del., canto XVI. stanzas XIV. XV., where it b tang 
by a bird in a human voice. I haye subjoined the two stanns in the 
beaatifol yersion of Fairfax, that the reader may compare them. 
'*The gently-budding rose, quoth she, behold. 
That first scant peeping forth with rirgin beams, 
Half ope, half shut, her beauties doth unfold 
In their clear Leaves, and less seen, fairer seems; 
And after spreads them forth more broad and bold. 
Then languisheth and dies in last extremes ; 
Nor seems the same, that decked bed and bower 
Of many a lady, late, and paramour. 
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£i tprvi^ing fiowrt ike image of thy day! 
Ah ! tu the virgin rose^ how fwteily she 
Doth first peepefoorth vrith bashfuU modestee. 
That fairer seemes the hsse ye see her may I 
Lo ! see soone after how more bold andfi^ee 
Her bared bosome she doth broad display; 

hoi see soone after how she fades and falls away I 
LXXV. 
Sopasseihy in the passing of a day, 
OfmortaU life the leafe, the bud, the flowre ; 
Ne more dothflorish after first decay, 
TTuU^ earst^ was sought to deck both bed and bowre 
Of many a lady, and many a paramowre ! 
Oather therefore the rose whUest yet is prime, 
For soone comes age that wiUher pride deflawre : 
Gather the rose of love whitest yet is time, 

WhUest loving thou mayst loved be with equaU crime? 
LXXVI. 
He ceast ; and then gan all the quire of birdes 
Their diverse notes t' attune unto his lay, 
As in approvaunce^ of his pleasmg wordes. 

> lla(| that which. ' FFilft e^voil miiM, to tn eqiud degree. 
' Eartt, before. * AppTomnmee, approval. 



" So, in the passing of a day, doth pass 
The bud and blossom of the life of man. 
Nor ere doth floorish more, but like the grass 
Cat down, becometh withered, pale and wan; 
O gather then the rose while time thon hast, 
Short is the day, done when it scant began ; 
Gather the rose of love, while yet thon may'st. 
Loving, be loved ; embracing, be embraced.*' 
LXXIV. 3. — Tile image of thy <2ay.] * The emblem of thy life.' 
LXXV. 6. — WhiUst yet is prime.} < While it is yet early.* 
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The constant^ Pftyre heard all that he did say, 
Tet swarved not, but kept their fonxraid way 
Through many covert groves and thickets dose, 
In which they creepmg did at last display' 
That wanton 'Lady with her lover lose, 

Whose sleepie head she in her lap did soft dispose. 
LXXVII. 
Upon a bed of roses she was layd, 
As famt through heat, or dight^ to pleasant an; 
And was arayd, or rather disarayd, 
AH in a vele of alke and silver thb. 
That hid no whit her alablaster skin, 
But rather shewd more white, if more might bee : 
More subtile ^ web Arachne cannot spin ; 
Nor the fine nets, which oft we woven see 

Of scorched deaw, do not in th' ajrre more lightly flee. 
Lxxvm. 
Her snowy brest was bare to ready spoyle 
Of hungry eies, which n'ote ^ therewith be fild ; 
And yet through languour of her late sweet toyle, 
Few drops, more cleare then nectar, forth distild, 
That like pure orient perles adowne it trild ^ ; 
And her iaire eyes, sweet smyling in delight, 
Moystened their fierie beames, with which she thrild^ 

^ OmMboil^ reaolnte. * KiAA, could not 

' Duplayy discover. ' Trildf flowed. 

' D^A<, prepared. ^ Thrild, pieiced. 



LXXVI. 8. — Fin« ruU.] This alludes to the gossamer, which, 
when laden with dew-drops, falls to the ground, and is then observed 
from its sparkling in the sun. When it floats in the air, it is diy. 
Hence Spenser fancifolly represents it as consisting of scorched or 
parched dew. 
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Fraile harts, yet quenched not ; like stairy light, [bright. 

Which, sparckling cm the tnlent waves, does seeme more 
LXXIX. 
The young man, sleepmg by her, seemd to be 
Some goodly swayne of honorable place ^ ; 
That certes^ it great {Htty was to see 
Him his nobility so fowle de&ce: 
A sweet regard and amiable grace. 
Mixed with manly stemesse, did appeaie, 
Yet sleeping, in his well-proportiond face ; 
And on his tender lips the downy heare 

Did now but freshly spring, and silken bk)ssoms beare. 
LXXX. 
I£s warlike armes, the ydle instruments 
Of sleepmg praise, were hong upon a tree ; 
And his brave shield, iiill of old moniments,^ 
Was fowly ras't,^ that none the signes might see ; 
Ne for tliem ne for honour cared hee, 
Ne ought that did to his advauncement tend ; 
But m lewd loves, and wastfiiU luxuree. 
His dayes, his goods, lus bodie he did spend : 

O hcxrible enchantment, that him so did blend ^1 
LXXXI. 
The noble Elfe and carefiill Palmer drew 
So nigh them, minding nought but lustiiill game. 
That sudddne torih they on them rusht, and threw 
A subtile net, which only for that same 
The skiliiill Palmer formally® did frame: 

> PUes, rank. * Rtu% eraaed. 

* CerUt, certainly. • BUndf Uind. 

* ManimemU^ marka, or memoriala. * FamuU^, expmaly. 



LXXXI. 4, —For thai Mine.] < For that porpoae.' 
VOL. II. 14 
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So held them under fast ; the wUIes the rest 
Fled all away for feare of fowler shame. 
The faire Enchauntresse, so unwares opprest, 

Tiyde all her arts and all her sleights thence out to wrest'; 
LXXXII. 
And eke her lover strove ; but all in vaine : 
For that same net so cunningly was wound. 
That neither guQe nor force might it distraine.^ 
They tooke them both, and both them strongly bound 
In captive bandes, which there they readie found : 
But her m chames of adamant he tyde ; 
For nothing else might keepe her safe and sound : 
But Verdant (so he bight ^) he soone untyde, 

And counsell sage in steed thereof to him applyde. 
LXXXIII. 
But all those pleasaunt bowres, and pallace brave,^ 
Guyon broke downe with rigour pittilesse : 
Ne ought their goodly workmanship might save 
Them fix>m the tempest of his wrathfulnesse. 
But that their blisse he tum'd to balefubesse, 
Their groves he feld ; their gardins did deface ; 
Their arbers spoyle ; their cabmets ^ suppresse ; 
Their banket-houses bume ; their buildings race® ; 

And, of the fiiyrest late, now made the fowlest place. 
LXXXIV. 
Then led they her away, and eke that Knight 
They with them led, both sonowfiill and sad : 
The way they came, the same retoum'd they right, 
Till they airived where they lately had 

^ FTresf, escape. * Brave, fair, beaatiihl. 

' Dutrotne, rend. * Cahituts^ cottagea. 

' Highly waa called. * JZom, raxe. 
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Chaim'd those wild beasts that rag'd with fiirie mad ; 

Which, now awaking, fierce at them gan fly. 

As m their Mistresse reskew, whom they lad^ ; 

But them the Pakner soone did pacify. [did ly. 

Then Guyon askt, what meant those beastes which there 
LXXXV. 
Sayd he ; " These seeming beasts are men in deed, 
Whom this Enchauntresse hath transformed thus ; 
Whylome^ her lovers, which her lustes did feed. 
Now turned mto figures hideous. 
According to their mindes like monstruous." 
" Sad end," quoth he, " of life mtemperate, 
And moumeiiill meed of k)yes delicious ! 
But, Palmer, if it mote thee so aggrate,' 

Let them returned be unto their former state." 
LXXXVI. 
Streightway he with his vertuous stafie them strodce, 
And streight of beastes they comely men became ; 
Tet bemg men they did unmanly looke. 
And stared ghastly ; some for inward shame, 
And some for wrath to see their captive Dame: 
But one above the rest m speciall ^ 
That had an hog beene late, bight ^ Grylle by name, 
Repyned greatly, and did him miscall ® 

That had fitun hoggish forme him brought to naturall. 

i Lad, led. « In sptdnU, eipeeiaUy. 

> WhyUme, formerly. * Hight, called. 

' AggruUj please. * MiseaU, abuse. 



LXXXVI. 7.— Bight GrylU.] In a dialogue by Plntareh, Oiyllus, 
« companion of Ulysaea, who had been changed into a swine by Cizoe, 
holds a conTersation wiUi him, and refuses to be restored to his homan 
■hape. 
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LXXXVII. 

Saide Gujon ; *' See the mind of beasdy roan, 
That bath so soone forgot the ezcellence 
Of his creation, when he life b^an, 
That now he choosedi with vile di£fereDce 
To be a beast, and lacke intelligence ! " 
To whom the Pahner thus ; '' The donglull kmde 
Delightes in filth and fowle incontinence: 
Let Gryll be Giyll, and have his hoggish mmde ; 
But let us hence depart whilesc wether serves and winde." 



THE THIRDE BOOKE 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 

COHTATVIHO 

THE LEGEND OF BBTTOMARTIS) OR OF GHASnTT* 

XT falls me here to write of Chastity, 
That fayiest vertue, far above the rest : 
For which what needes me fetch from Faeiy 
Foireine ensamples it to have exprest? 
Sith ^ it is shrined in ray Soverames brest. 
And formd so lively m each perfect part, 
That to all Ladies, which have it profest, 
Need but behold the pourtraict of her hart ; 
If pourtrayd it might bee by any livmg art : 
II. 
But living art may not least part expresse, 
Nor life-resembling pencill it can paynt : 
All ^ were it Zeuxis or Praxiteles, 
His dsedale ^ hand would faile and greatly faynt, 

* SUhf since. * Mj although. * DadaUj Bkilful. 



1. ].~/t faUt me here to write of ChaatUy.] The lubjeet of this 
book enables the poet, in his introduction, to pay some delicate com* 
pliments to the ^* Virgin Queen/' to whom it is addressed. 

14 # 
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And her perfections with his error taynt : 
Ne poets witt, that passetfa painter &rre 
In picturing the parts of beauty daynt,* 
So hard a woricemanship adventure darre, 

For fear through want of words her excellence to mana. 
III. 
How then shall I, apprentice of the skill 
That whilome^ in divinest wits did rayne, 
Presume so high to stretch mine humble quiU ? 
Yet now my luckelesse lott doth me constrayne 
Hereto perfx>rce : But, O dredd Soverayne, 
rhus &r forth pardon, sith ' that choicest witt 
Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure playne, 
That I in colourd showes may shadow itt. 

And antique praises unto present persons fitt. 
IV. 
But if in living colours, and right hew, 
Thyselfe thou covet to see pictured. 
Who can it doe more lively, or more trew, 
Then ^ that sweete verse, with nectar sprinckeled, 
In which a gracious servaunt pictured 
His Cynthia, his heavens fayrest light ? 
Tliat with his melting sweetnes ravished. 
And with the wonder of her beames bright, 

My sences lulled are m slomber of delight 

> Daynt, dainty. ' SifA, since. 

* IFAi/omc, fonnerly. « TA«n, than. 



in. 4. — Luckelesse lot.] Lackless, becaoae he apprehends he shall 
not do justice to the subject. 

IV. ^.— A gracious servaunt.] This was Sir Walter Ralei^, who 
wrote a poem eulogizing Queen Elizabeth, caUed ^ Cynthia.*' 
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V. 

But let that same delitious poet lend 
A little leave unto a lusticke Rluse 
To sing hb Mistresse prayse ; and let him mend| 
If ought amis her liking may abuse : 
Ne let hb fayrest Cynthia refuse 
In mirrours more tlien ^ one herselfe to see ; 
But either Gloriana let her chuse, 
Or in Belphcebe fashioned to bee ; 
In th' one her rule, m th' other her rare chastltee. 

1 7%en, than. 
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CANTO I. 

Guyon encoantreth Bntomut: 

Fayre Florimell is chaced: 
Duessaes trainee and Malecas- 

taes champions are defaced. 

1. 
The famous Briton Prmce and Faery Knight, 
After long ways and perilous paines endur'd, 
Havbg their weary limbes to perfect plight 
Restord, and sory wounds right well recur'd, 
Of the faire Alma greatly were procur'd ^ 
To make there lenger ^ soioume and abode ; 
But, when thereto they might not be allur'd 
From seeking praise and deeds of armes abrode, 
They courteous conge ^ tooke, and forth together yode.^ 
11. 
But the captiv'd Acrasia he sent, 
Because of traveill long, a nigher way, 

* Fraeur*d, entreated. ' Cong6j farewell. 

' Lenger J longer. * Yode^ went. 



Arg. 3. — Malecastaes.'] The meaning of the word M al eea sta (un- 
chaste) ezpreases the vice which she typifies. 

1. 1. — The famous Briton Prince.] The narratire is resumed from 
the second book. Prince Arthur remained in the house of Alma till 
the wounds he had received in his encounter with Maleger were healed 
Sir Guyon, after destroying the Bower of Bliss, returned to the house 
of Alma, from which he and Prince Arthur now set forth. Sir Guyon 
has provided himself with a new steed, in place of his own, which had 
been stolen, but we are not informed how. 
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With a strong gard, all reskew to preyent, 
And her to Faery Court safe to convay ; 
That her for witnes of his hard a::say 
Unto his Faery Queene he might present: 
But he himselfe betooke another way, 
To make more triall of his hardiment/ 

And seek adventures, as he with Prince Arthure went. 
III. 
Long so they traveiled through wasteiiill wayes, 
Where daungers dwelt, and perils most did wonne,* 
To hunt for gloiy and renowroed prayse : 
Full many countreyes they did ovenxMine, 
From the uprising to the setting sunne. 
And many hard adventures did atchieve ; 
Of all the which they lionour ever wonne. 
Seeking the weake oppressed to relieve, 

And to recover right for such as wrong did grieve. 
IV. 
At last, as through an open plame they yode,^ 
They spide a Knight that towards pricked iayre ; 
And him beside an aged Squire there rode. 
That seemd to couch ^ under his shield three-squaie, 
As if that age badd him that burden spare, 
And jrield it those that stouter could it wield : 
He, them espying, gan himselfe prepare, 
And on his arme addresse his goodly shield 

That bore a Uon passant in a golden field. 
V. 
Which seemg good Sir Guyon deare besought 
The Prince, of grace, to let him ronne that turoe. 

> Hardiment cotinge. ' Yode, went 

* fVomu, dweU. « Caudk^ bend. 
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He graunted : then the Faeiy quickly raught ^ 
His poynant* speare, and sharply gan to spume' 
His fomy steed, whose fieiy feete did bume 
The ve&aant gras as he thereon did tread ; 
Ne did the other backe his foote retume, 
But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 

And bent his dreadful speare against the others head. 

VI. 
They beene ymett, and both theyr points aniv'd ; 
But GuyoD drove so furious and fell, 
That seemd both shield and plate it would have riv'd ; 
Nathelesse it bore his foe not from his sell,^ 
But made him stagger, as ^ he were not well : 
But Guyon selfe, ere well he was aware, 
Nigh a speares length behind his crouper fell ; 
Yet in his fall so well himselfe he bare. 

That mischievous mischaunce his life and limbs did spare. 

VII. 
Great shame and sorrow of that fall he tooke ; 
For never yet, sidi ^ warlike armes he bore 
And shivering speare in bloody field first shooke. 
He fownd himselfe dishonored so sore. 
Ah ! gentlest Knight, that ever armor bore, 

^ Raught, reached. * Sell, saddle. 

' Poynantf piercing, sharp. * ^s, as if. 

' Spume f spur. * SUk, since. 



VI. 1. — They heene ymett, &c.] They met, and each one's spear 
struck, or pierced his antagonist. 

VI. 6. — But Guyon, drc] In this encounter between Gujon and 
Britomart Upton discoTers an historical allusion to the Earl of Es- 
sex's presuming to match himself with Queen Elizabeth, and adds, 
<* And has not the poet with the finest art managed a very dangerous 
and secret piece of history ? " 
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Let not thee grieve dismounted to have beene, 
And brought to grownd, that never wast before ; 
For not thy fault, but secret powre unseene ; 

That speare enchaunted was which layd thee on the greene I 

VIII. 
But weenedst thou what wight thee overthrew, 
Much greater griefe and shamefuUer regrett 
For thy hard fortune then thou wouldst renew, 
That of a single Dainzell thou wert mett 
On equall plaine, and there so hard besett : 
Even the famous Britomart it was, 
Whom straunge adventure did from Britayne fett ^ 
To seeke her lover (love far sought alas !) 

Whose image shee had scene in Venus looking-glas. 

IX. 
Full of disdainefull wrath, he fierce uprose 
For to revenge that fowle reprochefiill shame, 
And snatching his bright sword began to close 
With her on foot, and stoutly forward came ; 
Dye rather would he then ^ endure that same. 
Which when his Palmer saw, he gan to feare 
His toward ^ perill, and untoward blame,^ 
Which by that new rencounter he should reare * ; 

For Death sate on the point of that enchaunted speare : 

» FeU, fetch. * Blame^ injury. 

* Then^ than. * RBortj rMse, bring upon himself. 

* Toward^ near at hand. 



VII. 9. — That speare enchaunted.] This spear, as we are sahse- 
qoently informed^ was made by Bladud by " magic art." See book ill. 
eanto III. stanza LX. 

VIII. 9. — Whose imagt^ ^.] This incident is told at length in tha 
next canto. 
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X. 

And hasting towards bim gan fayre perswade 
Mot to provoke misfortune, nor to weene 
His s'(/eares default to mend with cruell blade ; 
For by his mightie science he had seene 
The secrete vertue of that weapon keene, 
That mortall puissaunce mote not withstond : 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happy ^ beene ! 
Great hazard were it, and adventure fond,^ 

To loose long-gotten honour with one evill hond.^ 
XI. 
By such good meanes he him discounselled 
From prosecudng his revenging rage : 
And eke the Prince like treaty handeled, 
His wrathiuU will with reason to aswage ; 
And laid the blame, not to his carriage, 
But to his starting steed that swarv'd asyde, 
And to the ill purvcyaunce ^ of his Page, 
That had his fomitures ^ not firmely tyde : 

So is his angry corage ^ fayrly pacifyde. 
XII. 
Thus reconcilement was betweene them knitt, 
Through goodly temperaunce and affection chaste ; 
And either vowd with all their power and witt 
To let not others honour be defaste 
Of "^ fiiend or foe, whoever it embaste,^ 

> Happy f ■ucceasful. * Fiamitures, eqaipmenti. 

' Fondj nuh. * Corage^ heart, mind. 

• Hondj adventure, enterprise. "* Cf, by. 

* Pyrveytumecj management, proTision. " EmhasU, diahonored. 



XI. 2. — LikB treaty handeUd.} Employed the same aolicitationa or 
arguments. 
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Ne armes to bear against the others syde : 
In which accord ^ the Prince was also plaste, 
And with that golden chaine of concord tyde : 

So goodly all agreed, they forth yfere^ did ryde* 
XIII. 
O, goodly usage of those antique tymes. 
In which the sword was servaunt unto right ; 
When not for malice and contentious crynies, 
But all for prayse, and pnx>fe of manly might, 
The martiall brood accustomed to fight : 
Then honour was the meed of victory, 
And yet the vanquished had no despight : 
Let later age that noble use ^ env^,^ 

Vyle rancor to avoid and cruel surquedry ^ ! 
XIV. 
Long they thus traveiled in finendly wise, 
Through countreyes waste, and eke well edifyde,^ 
Seeking adventures hard, to exercise 
Their puissaunce, whylome '^ fiill demly ^ tryde : 
At lengdi they came mto a forest wyde, 
Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sownd 
Full griesly ® seemd : Therein they long did ryde, 
Yet tract of living creature none they fownd, 

Save beares, lycms, and buls, which romed them arownd. 
XV. 
AU suddenly out of the thickest brush, 
Upon a milk-white pallrey all alone, 



1 JSceord^ agreement. * Edifyd^ built, or peopled. 

« iy«re, together. ' Whylome, formerly, 

* Use, custom. ' Dendy^ earnestly. 

* Envy, emulate. • Grietly^ grMlji terrible. 

* Surquedry, knaolence. 
VOL. II. 15 



170 THE FA£BI£ QUEENS. B. m. 

A goodly Lady did foreby ^ them nish. 
Whose lace did seeme as cleare as christall stooey 
And eke, through feare, as white as whales bone : 
Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold. 
And all her steed with tinsell trappings shone. 
Which fledd so fast that nothing mote him hold. 

And scarse them leasure gave her passing to behold. 

XVI. 
Still as she fledd her eye she backward threw, 
As fearing evill that poursewd her fast ; 
And her faire yellow locks behind her flew, 
Loosely disperst with puff of every blast : 
All as a blazing staire doth fane outcast 
His hearie^ beames, and flaming lockes dispredd, 
At sight whereof the people stand aghast ; 
But the sage wisard telles, as he has redd, 

That it importunes ^ death and dolefiill dreryhedd.^ 
XVII. 
So as they gazed after her awhyle, 
Lo ! where a griesly foster^ forth did rush. 
Breathing out beastly lust her to defyle : 
His tyreling ^ jade '^ he fiersly forth did push 
Through thicke and thin, both over banck and bush, 
In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke, 
That from his gory sydes the blood did gush : 
Large were his limbes, and terrible his looke, 

And in his clownish hand a sharp bore-speare he shooke. 

* Forehjf hard by. * Foster, forester. 

* Hearie, hairy. • Tyrdingy weary. 
' ImpdrtuntSf threatena. ' Jade, horse. 

* Drayhedd, disaster. 



XV. 3. ~^ goodly Lady, &c.] This is Florimell, of whom we betr 
much in the subsequent cantos. 
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XVIII. 

Which outrage when those gentle Ejiights did see. 
Full of great envy and fell gealosy 
They stayd not to avise ^ who first should bee, 
But all spurd after, fast as they mote fly. 
To reskew her fifom shamefull villany. 
The Prince and Guyon equally bylive* 
Herselfe pursewd, in hope to win thereby 
Most goodly meede, the fairest Dame alive : 

But after the foule foster^ Timias did strive. 
XIX. 
The whiles faire Britomart, whose constant mind 
Would not so lightly follow Beauties chace, 
Ne reckt of Ladies love, did stay behynd ; 
And them awayted there a certaine space, 
To weet * if they would tume backe to that place : 
But, when she saw them gone, she forward went. 
As lay her ioumey, through that perlous ^ pace, 
W^ith stedfast corage and stout hardiment ^ ; 

Ne evil thing she feard, ne evill thing she ment 
XX. 
At last, as nigh out of the wood she came, 
A stately Casde far away slie spyde, 

' Arise f consider. * Weet, learn. 

• Bi/ive, instanUy. • Perlous^ perilous. 

* Potter f forester. * Hardimentj boldness. 



XVin. 2. — Pu!l nf great envy, &c.] Envy I take here to be used 
in the sense of emulation, and gealosy, of indignation. 

XVI [I. Q.^Tke Prince and Guyon, Slc.] These adventmes are 
resumed in canto IV. stanza XLV. and canto VI. stanza LIV. 

XVI II. 9. — Timias.] Timias is Prince Arthur's squire, supposed to 
represent Sir W. Raleigh. 

XIX. 7.^ Pace.] This is conjectored to be the French word^m, 
atry, Anglicized. 
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To which her steps directly she did fiame.^ 
That Castle was most goodly edifyde,^ 
And plaste for pleasure nigh that fixiest syde: 
But faire before the gate a spatious playne. 
Mantled with greene, itselfe did spredden ^ wyde, 
On which she saw six Knights, that did darrayne^ 

Fiers battaill against one with cruell might and mayne. 
XXI. 
Mainely ^ they all attonce upon him laid, 
And sore beset on every side arownd, 
That nigh he breathlesse grew, yet nought dismaid, 
Ne ever to them yielded foot of grownd, 
All ^ had he lost much blood through many a wownd ; 
But stoudy dealt his blowes, and eveiy way, 
To which he turned in his wrathfiill stownd,^ 
Made them recoile, and fly from dredd decay, 

That none of all the six before him durst assay : 
XXII. 
Like dastard cuires, that, havmg at a bay 
The salvage beast embost ^ in wearie chace, 
Dare not adventure on the stubbome pray, 
Ne byte before, but rome from place to place 
To get a snatch when turned is his face. 
In such distresse and doubtfull ieopardy 
When Britomart him saw, she ran apace 

1 FranUf adjust, direct. » Maitulyj itrongly, TiolenUj. 

* Edifyde, built * Ml, although. 

' Spredden, spread. ' SUnend, assault. 

* DarrayfUf prepare. " Embost^ hard presaed. 



XX. 9.--Aganut one.] This is the Red-cross Knight of the fint 
book. 
XXL 9. — B^bre kim durwt auay,} Dont attack him in front 
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Unto his reskew, and with earnest cry 
Badd those same sixe forbeare that single enimy. 
xxin. 
But to her cry they list not lenden eare, 
Ne ought the more their mightie stidces suiceasse ^ ; 
But) gathering him rownd about more neare, 
Their direfiiU rancour rather did encreasse ; 
Till that she rushing through the thickest preasse' 
Perfixce disparted ^ their compacted gyre,* 
And soone compeld to hearken unto peace : 
Tho* gan she myldly of them to inquyis 
The cause of thdr dissention and outrageous yre. 
XXIV. 
Whereto that smgle Knight did answcre frame ; 
^* These six would me enforce, by oddes of might, 
To chaunge my liefe,® and love another dame ; 
That death me tiefer ^ were then such despight, 
So imto wrong to yield my wrested right : 
For I love one, the truest one on grownd, 
Ne list me chaunge ; she th' Errant Damzell bight"; 
For whose deare sake full many a bitter stownd^ 
I have endurd, and tasted many a bloody wownd." 
XXV. 
" Certes,^® " said she, " then beene ye sixe to blame, 
To weene your wrong by force to iustlfy : 

1 Swreeaswey leave off. ' Ltefe, love. 

■ Praute, press. ' Lirfer, preferable. 

* Disparted, broke. ' Might, is called. 

* Gyre, circle. * Siottmd, assaalt. 

* Tko^ then. ^ Certes^ certainly. 



XXIV. 7.^ 7%* Errant Damzell.] This is Una, who is also ealied 
the Errant Damoxell in book II. canto I. stanxa XIX. 
15* 
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For Knight to leave hb Lady were great shame 

Tliat faithful! is ; and better were to dy. 

All losse is lesse, and lesse the infamy, 

Tlien ^ losse of love to him that loves but one : 

Ne may Love be compeld by maistery * ; 

For, soone as maisteiy ^ comes, sweet Love anone 

Taketh his nimble winges, and soone away is gone." 
xxvi. 
Then spake one of those six ; " There dweQeth here 
Within this castle-wall a Lady fayre, 
Whose soveraine beautie hath no living pere ; 
Thereto ^ so bounteous and so debonayre,^ 
That never any mote with her compayre : 
She hath ordaind this law, which we approve. 
That every Knight which doth this way repayre. 
In case he have no Lady nor no Love, 

Shall doe unto her service, never to remove : 
XXVII. 
'* But if he have a Lady or a Love, 
Tlien must he her forgoe with fowle defame,* 
Or els with us by dint of sword approve, 
That she is fairer than our fairest Dame ; 
As did this Knight, before ye hether came." 

> Then, than. * MaigUry^ saperior power. * Tkerdo^ 
* Debonayre, gracious. * Defame^ dishonor. 



XXV. 7.— JW may Love^ &c.] 

'* Love woUe not be constreyned by mattterj; 
When maistery cometh, the god of love anona 
Betith his winges, and fareTell he is gone." 

Chavckb. 
'' Love, free as air, at sight of human ties, 
Spieids his light wings, and in a moment flies.*' 

Pops. 
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** Perdy/' ^ said Britomart, *^ the choise is hard ! 
But what reward had he that oveicaine ? " 
" He should advaunced bee to high regard," 

Said they, '^ and have our Ladies love for his reward. 
XXVIII. 
'< Therefore aread,' Sir, if thou have a Love." 
'< Love have I sure," quoth she, *^ but Lady none ; 
Tet will I not fit) mine owne Love remove, 
Ne to your Lady will I service done,^ 
But wreake your wronges wrought to this Knight alone, 
And prove his cause." With that, her mortall speare 
She mightily aventred^ towards one, 
And downe him smot ere well aware he weare^ ; 

Then to the next she rode, and downe the next did beare. 
XXIX. 
Ne did she stay till three on ground she layd, 
That none of them himselfe could reare againe : 
The fourth was by that other Knight dismayd,* 
All ^ were he wearie of his former paine ; 
That now there do but two of six remaine ; 
Which two did yield before she did them smight. 
^' Ah ! " said she then, ^< now may ye all see plaine, 
That Truth b strong, and trew Love most of might, 

That for his trusty servaunts doth so strongly 6ght." 
XXX. 
" Too well we see," saide they, '< and prove too well 
Our fimlty weakenes, and your matchlesse might : 

^ Perdy, truly. * fFear«, were. 

' Jhead, ezpUin, declare. * Ditmayd^ robdned. 

* Demt^ do. * AU^ althongh. 
^ JhaUred^ pushed at a yentore. 



XX Vin. 5. — But toremke, &o.] * Bat ayenge the wxonga yoa hasw 
done to thia knight in attacking him alone.* 
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Forthy/ fiuie Sir, youis be the DamozeU, 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth light, 
And we your liegemen faith unto you plight." 
So underneath her feet their swords they mard,^ 
Andy after, her besought, well as they might, 
To enter m and reape the dew reward : 

She graunted ; and then in they all together fiu^d. 
XXXI. 
Long were it to describe the goodly frame 
And stately port of Castle Joyeous, 
(For so that Castle hight ^ by c(Hnmon name,) 
Where they were entertaynd with courteous 
And comely glee of many gratious 
Faire Ladies, and of many a gentle Knight; 
Who, through a chamber long and spacious, 
Eftsoones ^ them brought unto their Ladies sight, 

That of them cleeped ^ was the Lady of Delight. 
XXXII. 
But, for to tell the sumptuous aray 
Of that great chamber, should be labour lost ; 
For living wit, 1 weene, cannot display 
The roiall riches and exceeding cost 
Of every pillour and of every post, 
Which all of purest bullion framed were. 
And with great perles and pretious stones embost • ; 
That the bright glister of their beames cleare 

Did sparckle forth great light, and glorious did appeare. 

» Forthy, therefore. * Eftsoones, immediately. 

• Mardy cast. * Cleeped^ called. 

• Hight , is called. • Embost, adorned. 



XXXI. 2. — CastU Joyeous.] This is the name of Sir Lancelot's 

Castle in the Morte d' Arthur. 
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XXXIII. 

These stranger SLnights^ through passmg, loath were led 

Into an inner lOMrme, whose loyaltee 

And rich purveyance ^ might uneath^ be red ^ ; 

Mote Princes place beseeme so deckt to bee. 

Which stately manner whenas they did see, 

The image of superfluous riotize, 

Exceeding much the state of meane ^ degree, 

They greatly wondred whence so sumptuous guize 
Might be maintaynd, and each gan diversely devize« 
XXXIV. 

The wals were round about apparelled 

With costly clothes of Airas and of Toure ; 

In which with cunning ^ hand was pourtrahed 

The love of Venus and her paramoure, 

The fayre Adonis, turned to a flowre ; 

A worke of rare device and wondrous wiu 

First did it shew the bitter baleildl stowre,* 

Which her assayd with many a fervent fit. 
When first her tender hart was with his beautie sout : 
XXXV. 

Then with what slights and sweet allurements she 

Entyst the boy, as well that art she knew, 

^ FurveyaneCf furniture. * Meane, moderate. 

« Uneatkj scarcely. » Cunnings skilful. 

* Redf described. * Siowrej passion. 



XXXIII. 4. — Mote Princes, dbc.] The meaning of the line is, that 
the style of embellishment would be suitable to a prince *s palace. 

XXXIV. 2. — Clothes of Arras and of Toure.] Tapestry made at the 
cities of Arras and Tours. — Warton censures Spenser for this anach- 
ronism, which reminds one of the fault found by certain philosophers 
with Plato fbr alluding to the ring of Oyges, which made the wearer 
invisible, because there never was such a ring, in point of fkct. See 
Whateley's Rhet. p. 67. 
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And wooed bim her paiamouie to bee ; 

Now makiog girl(xids of each flowre tbat grew, 

To ciowne his goldeii lockes with booour dew; 

Now leadmg him into a secret shade 

From his beauperes/ and fiom bright heavens vew. 

Where him to sleepe she gently would peRwade, 

Or bathe him in a foimtaine by some covert glade : 
XXXVI. 
Andy whilst he slept, she over him would spred 
Her mande cdour'd like the stany skyes, 
And her soft arme lay midemeath his bed, 
And with ambrosiall kisses bathe his eyes ; 
And, whilst he bath'd, with her two crafty spyes* 
She secretly would search each dainde lim. 
And throw into the well sweet rosemaiyes, 
And flagrant vblets, and paunces ^ trim ; 

And ever with sweet nectar she did sprinkle him* 
XXXVII. 
So did she steale bis heedelesse hart away, 
And ioyd his love m secret unespyde: 
But for^ she saw him bent to cruell play, 
To hunt the salvage beast in forrest wyde, 
Dreadfull ^ of daung^ that mote him betyde 
She oft and oft adviz'd him to refiaine 
From chase of greater beastes, whose brutish piyde 
Mote breede him scath ^ unwares : but all m vaine ; 

For who can shun the chance that dest'ny doth ordaine ? 
XXXVIII. 
Lo! where beyond "^ he lyeth languishing, 

^ BflM^erer, fiur compimioiw. * Drea^fid^ feaifiiL 

• Sytfeg, eyei. • Seaiky injiiiy. 

* Poiawef , pantiefl. ' BeyoniC, at m djstmoe. 
^ FoTf became. 
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Deadly engored of a great wilde bore ; 
And by his side the goddesse groveling 
Makes ibr him endlesse nx)ne, and evennore 
With her soft gannent wipes away the gore 
Which staynes his snowy skin with hatefull hew : 
But| when she saw no helpe might him restore, * 
Him to a dainty flowre she did transmew,^ 

Which in that cloth was wrought, as if it lively grew. 
XXXIX. 
So was that chamber clad in goodly wize : 
And rownd about it many beds were dight,' 
As whylome ^ was the antique worldes guize, 
Some for untimely ease, some for delight, 
As pleased them to use that use it might : 
And aU was full of Damzels and of Squyres, 
Dauncing and reveling both day and night, 
And swimming deepe in sensuaU desyres ; 

And Cupid still emongest them kbdled lustfull fyres. 
XL. 
And all the while sweet Musicke did (Uvide 
Her looser notes with Lydian harmony ; 
And all the while sweete birdes thereto applide 
Their daintie layes and dulcet melody, 
Ay caroling of love and iollily. 
That wonder was to heare thdr trim cons6rt^ 

' Transmao, change. ' WhylonUf formerlj. 

' Dightj prepared. * Trim eonsdrt, pleo«tiig concert. 



JXXyill.S.— A dMfUyfmere.] The anemone. 
XL. 2. — JVith Lydian harmony.] The Lydian music wai ropp oie d 
to be of a aofl and yoluptaous character. Thus Dryden — 
** Softly tweet, in Lydian measures, 
Soon he soothed his soul to pleasuzes.*' 
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Which when those Knights behddi with scomefiill eye 
They sdeigned ^ such lascivious disport, 

And loath'd the loose demeanuie of that wanton son.' 
XLI. 
Thence they were brought to that great Ladies vew, 
Whom they found ntting on a sumptuous bed 
That gUstred all with gold and glorious shew. 
As the proud Persian queenes accustomed : 
She seemd a woman of great bountyhed 
And of rare beautie, saving that askaunce 
Her wanton eyes (ill signes of womanhed) 
Did roll too lighdy, and too oitra glaunce. 

Without regard of grace or comely amenaunce.^ 
XLII. 
Long worke it were, and needlesse, to devize ^ 
Their goodly entertainement and great glee : 
She caused th^n be led in courteous wize 
Into a bowre,^ disarmed for to be, 
And cheared well with wine and spiceree : 
The Redcrosse Knight was soon disarmed there ; 
But the brave Mayd would not disarmed bee, 
But onely vented up her umbriere. 

And so did let her goodly visage to appere. 
XLIII. 
As when fiiyre Cynthia, in daikesome night, 
Is in a noyous ^ cloud enveloped. 
Where she may finde the substance thin and light, 

^ Sdeigned, diadained. * Devize, describe. 

* Sort^ company. * Bowre, chamber. 

' Ametuiunee, behavior. ' Jfayaus, unpleasing, or diBagieeabfe. 



XLII. 8. — VaOed vp her umhnere.1 Lifted up the Ti»or of her hel- 
met — Umbriere k to called from its shading the face, derived from 
iciii6ra, Lat, shadow. 
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Breakes forth her silver beames, and her bright hed 

Discovers to the world discomfited ; 

Of the poore traveller that went astray 

With thousand blessings she is heried ^ : 

Such was the beautie and the shining ray, 
With which &yre Britomart gave light unto the day. 
XLIV. 

And eke those six, which lately with her fought, 

Now were disarmd, and did themselves present 

Unto her vew, and company unsought ; 

For they all seemed courteous and gent,' 

And all sixe brethren, borne of one parent, 

Which had them traynd in all civilitee. 

And goodly taught to tilt and tumament ; 

Now were they liegmen to this Ladie free. 
And her Knights-service ought,^ to hold of her m fee. 
XLV. 

The first of them by name Gardanti hight,^ 

A iolly ^ person, and of comely vew ; 

The second was Parlante, a bold Knight ; 

^ Btried^ praised. ' OmUy accomplished. ' Omght^ owed. 
* Highly called. • loUy^ handsome. 



XLin. 5. — Discomfited.'] Disconcerted at the temporary obscma- 
tion of the moon. 

XLIV. 9. — Knights-sermee cugki,'] The tenure by knights-serrice 
was the most honorable one known to the English law. To constitute 
it, a determinate quantity of land, called a " knight's fee/* was neces- 
sary ; and the tenant wos obliged to attend the lord of whom he held to 
the war forty days in every year, if called upon. 

XLV. 1. — Tie first pf tkemj Slc.] The names of these six perrons 
are appropriate to the attendants upon MaUetutaf or Incontinence. 
Gsrtfenli means a gaier, or ogler; ParhmU, a prattler; locamti, m 
jester; BascumU, one who kisses; Bflcfjfcaiitf, a drinker of wine, and 
IfoeUuUij a reveller by night. 
VOL. II. 16 
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And next to him locanti did ensew ^ ; 
Basciante did himselfe most courteous shew ; 
But fierce Bacchante seemd too fell and keene ; 
And yett in armes Noctante greater grew : 
All were &ire Knights, and goodly well beseene; 

But to faire Britomart they all but shadowes beene. 
XLVL 
For shee was full of amiable grace 
And manly terror mixed therewithall ; 
That as the one stird up afiectbns bace. 
So th' other did mens rash desires apall. 
And hold them backe that would in enor fidl : 
As hee that hath espide a vermeill rose. 
To which sharp thomes and breres^ the way fixrstally' 
Dare not for dread his hardy hand expose, 

But, wishing it fer off, his ydle \rish doth lose. 
XLvn. 
Whom when the Lady saw so faire a wight. 
All ignorant of her contrary sex, 
(For shee her weend a fiesh and lusty Knight,) 
Shee greatly gan enamoured to wex, 
And with vaine thoughts her iaised ^ fimcy vex : 
Her fickle hart conceived hasty fyre, 
like sparkes of fire which fall in sclender flex, 
That shordy brent ^ into extreme desyre, 

And ransackt all her vemes with passion entyre.* 
XLVIII. 
Eftsoones "^ shee grew to great impatience, 

* EnseWf foUow. * Brenf, burnt 

* BrereSf brien. ' Eniyre, inward. 

' Forstallf obstmct ^ EftsoaneSf immediatelj. 

« FaUed, deceiTcd. 



XLVU.7.— &2eNifer>Za:.] Thin flax. 
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And into tennes of open outrage brust,^ 
That plaine discovered her incontinence ; 
Ne reckt shee who her meaning did nustnist ; 
For she was given all to fleshly lust, 
And poured forth m sensuall delight. 
That all regard of shame she bad discust,' 
And meet respect of honor put to flight : 

So sbamelesse beauty soone becomes a loathly sight. 
XLIX. 
Faire Ladies, that to love captived aire, 
And chaste desires doe nourish in your mind, 
Let not her &ult your sweete afiecdcHis mane ; 
Ne blott the bounty ^ of all womankind 
'Mongst thousands good, one wanton dame to find: 
Emongst the roses grow some wicked weeds : 
For this was not to love, but lust, inclind ; 
For love does alwaies bring forth bounteous ^ deeds, 

And m each gende hart desire of honor breeds. 
L. 
Nought so of love this looser Dame did skill,^ 
But as a cole to kindle fleshly flame. 
Giving the bridle to her wanton will. 
And treadmg under foote her honest name : 
Such love is hate, and such desire is shame. 
Still did she rove ® at her with crafty glaunce 
Of her false eies, that at her hart did ayme. 
And told her meaning in her countenaunce ; 

But Britomart dissembled it with ignoraunce. 

1 Bnutf bunt * Bountetms, generoos, noUe. 

' Discustf thrown off. * SkiU, andentand. 
* BaMmtiff goodness. ' Rate, shoot. 



L. 9. — DiBtemhUd it with ignorauneeJl Appeared os if she did not 
perceive or understand her condact 
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LI. 

Supper was shortly dight/ and downe they satt; 
Where they were served with aU sumptuous iSue, 
Whiles ihiitfull Ceres and Lysus iatt 
Pourd out then* plenty, without spight ' or spare ; 
Nought wanted there that dainty was and rare: 
And aye the cups their bancks did oyei6ow ; 
And aye betweene the cups she did prepare 
Way to her love, and secret darts did throw ; 

But Britomart would not such guilfiill message know. 
LII. 
So, when they slaked had the fervent heat 
Of appetite with meates of every sort, 
The Lady did &ire Britomart entreat 
Her to disarme, and with delightfull spent 
To loose her wariike limbs and strong etRxi : 
But when shee mote not thereimto be wonne, 
(For shee her sexe under that straunge purpcHt' 
Did use to hide, and plaine apparaunce shonne,) 

In playner wise to tell' her grievaunce she begonne ; 
LIII. 
And all attonce discovered her desire 
With sighes, and sobs, and plaints, and piteous griefe, 
The outward spaikes of her in-burning fire : 
Which spent in vaine, at last she told her briefe,^ 

1 Dight, prepared. ' Purport, disguise. 

* Spigklf reluctance. * Britfe, brieflj. 



LI. 3. — lAftntM.} A name of Bacchus, used here for wine, as *■ Ceres ' 
is for food. 

LI. 6. — The cups lAetr bancks did overfiow.l < Were emptied of their 
contents.' 

LII. 4. — Her to duarme, &c.] To lay aside her arms, and relax the 
sternness of her demeanor. 
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That, but if ^ she did lend her short reliefe 
And doe her comfort, she mote algates ' dye. 
But the chaste Damzell, that had never priefe' 
Of such malengine^ and fine fatgetje/^ 

Did easely beleeve her strong extremitye. 
UV. 
Full easy was for her to have beliefe, 
Who by self-feeling of her feeble sexe. 
And by long triall of the mward griefe 
Wherewith imperious love her hart did vexe, 
Could iudge what paines doe loving harts perplexe. 
Who means no guile, be guiled soonest shall, 
And to &ire semblaunce doth light® faith annexe : 
The bird, that knowes not the false fowlers caU, 

Into his hidden nett foil easely doth fall. 
LV. 
Forthy "^ she would not in discourteise wise • 
Scome the faire ofier of good will profest ; 
For great rebuke^ it is love to despise. 
Or rudely sdeigne ^® a gentle harts request ; 
But with faire countenaunce, as beseemed best, 
Her entertaynd ; nath'lesse shee inly deemd 
Her love too light, to wooe a wandring guest ; 

1 But if, unlefls. * I^^i ready. 

' AlgaUty at all eyenta. ^ Forthy, therefore. 

' Priefey proof. * Discourteise lotM, diacomteoualy. 

* Malengine, giiUe. * Rebuke, rudeneas. 

* Forgerye, deceit. '^ Sdeigne, diadain. 



LV. 6. — Jfath*lesse shee inly deemd.'] Britomart treated Malecaata 
coorteouflly, but deemed her love to be of a yery light and friroloua 
character, to be proffered to a chance gaeat like heraelf ; while Male- 
caata interpreted the coorteaj of Britomart to be eyidence of a like pt*- 
aion in the breast of the aappoaed knight. 

16« 
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Which she misconstruiogy thereby esteemd 
That fiom like mward fire that outward smoke had steemd. 

LVI. 
Therewith awhile she her flit ^ fancy fedd. 
Till she mote winne fit time for her desire ; 
But yet her wound still inward iSreshly bledd. 
And through her bones the false instilled fire 
Did spred itselfe, and venime close ^ inspire. 
Tho ^ were the tables taken aU away ; 
And every Knight, and every gende Squire, 
Gan choose hid Dame with basdomam gay, 
With whom he ment to make his sport and courdy play. 
LVII. 
Some fell to daunce ; some fell to hazaidry ^ ; 
Some to make love ; some to make meryment ; 
As diverse witts to diverse things apply : 
And all the while (aire Malecasta bent 
Her crafty engins to her close intent. 
By this th' etemall lampes, wherewith high love 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe yspent, 
And the moist daughters of huge Adas strove 
Into the ocean deepe to drive their weary drove. 
LVni. 
High dme it seemed then for everie wight 

^ FUtj rapid. * Thoy then 

* Close, secret. * Haiardry, guning. 



LVI. 8. — Basdonuud gay."] ' With kiming her hands ' — an Italian 
word. 

LVn. 5. — CloM tiitent.] Deep-oeated purpose. 

LVII. 8. — And the moist daughters^ &c.] The Hjades, a constella- 
tton of seven stars in the head of Taurus, supposed by the ancients to 
occasion rain. Thej were the daughters of Atlas, and pined awaj with 
grief for the death of their brother, Hjaa, and were changed into stars. 
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Them to betake unto their kindly rest: 
Eftesoones ^ long waxen torches weren light 
Unto their bowres * to guyden every guest: 
Tho,3 when the Britonesse saw all the rest 
Avoided qpute, she gan herselfe despoile, 
And safe committ to her soft fethered nest ; 
Wher through long watch, and late daies weaiy toile. 

She soundly slept, and carefiill thoughts did quite assoile.^ 

LIX. 
Now whenas all the world in silence deepe 
Yshrowded was, and every mortall wight 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly sleepe ; 
Faire Malecasta, whose engrieved spright 
Could find no rest in such perplexed plight, 
Ldghdy arose out of her wearie bed. 
And, under the blacke vele of guilty night, 
Her with a scarlott mantle covered 

That was with gold and ermines faire enveloped. 

LX. 
Then pantrog softe, and trembling eveiy ioynt, 
Her fearfiill feete towards the bowre ^ she mov'd, 
Where she for secret purpose did appoynt 
To lodge the warlike Maide, unwisely loov'd ; 
And, to her bed approching, first she proov'd 
Whether she slept or wakte : with her softe hand 
She sofiely felt if any member moov'd, 

* EftesooneM, immediately. ^ jScwile, pot off. 
' Bowresj chamben. * Bowrej chamber. 

* 7%0, then. 



LVIII. 5— aU the rest 

Jivoided ^loto.] That all the othen had departed, or« 
that the waa alone. 
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And lent her waiy eaie to undentand 
If any pufie of bceatb or signe of sence shee fimd. 
LXI. 
Which wbenas none she fond, with easy shiftey 
For feare least her unwares she should abrayd/ 
Th' ^nbroder'd quilt she lightly up did lifte. 
And by her side herselfe she softly layd. 
Of eveiy finest fingeis touch affiayd ; 
Ne any noise she made, ne worde she spake, 
But inly sighd. At last the loyall Mayd 
Out of her quiet skxnber did awake, 
And chaungd her weary ade the better ease to take. 
Lxn. 
Where feding one close couched by her side. 
She lightly lept out of her filed ^ bedd, 
And to her weapon ran, in minde to gride' 
The loathed leachour : but the Dame, halfe dedd 
Through suddeme feare and ghastly dierihedd,^ 
Did shrieke alowd, that tlirough the hous it rong. 
And the whole fiunily therewith adredd ^ 
Rashly ^ out of their rouzed couches sprong. 
And to the troubled chamber all in armes did throng. 
LXIII. 
And those sixe Knightes, that Ladies champions. 
And eke the Redcrosse Knight ran to the stownd,'' 
Halfe armd and halfe unaimd, with them attons^ : 
Where when confusedly they came, they fownd 

^ JOrayd, awake. « Adredd, diatoibed. 

* FUtd, defiled. • Rashly, inconsiderately. 

' Gride, pKTce. "> Stotofuf, alarm. 

^ Dreriheddj horror. " JhUms, together. 



LXI. 1. — Easy «ft^.J Light moyement. 
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Their Lady lying on the sencdesse giownd : 
On th' other side tliey saw the warlike Mayd 
Al m her snow-white smocke, with locks unbswnd, 
Threatning the point of her a^eo^g blade ; 

That with so troublous tenor they were all dismayd. 
LXIV. 
About their Ladye first they flockt arownd ; 
Whom having laid in comfortable couch, 
Shordy they reard out of her bosen swownd ; 
And afterwardes they gan with fowle reproch 
To stiire up strife, and troublous cootecke^ broch*: 
But, by ensample of the last dayes losse. 
None of them rashly durst to her approch, 
Ne m so glorious spoile themselves embosse ' : 

Her succourd eke the Champion of the Bloody Croaso. 
LXV. 
But one of those sixe knights, Grardante hight,^ 
Drew out a deadly bow and arrow keene, 
Which finth he sent with felonous despight' 
And fell intent against the Virgm sheene * : 
The mortall Steele stayd not till it was scene 
To gore her side ; yet was the wound not deepe. 
But lightly rased her soft silken skin, 
That drops of purple blood thereout did weepe, 

Which did her lilly smock with staines of vermeil steep. 
LXVI. 
Wherewith enrag'd she fiercely at them flew, 

1 CoHUeke, contention. * ^g^t >uuned. 

* Broekf broAchy commence. * FeUmouM deapight, wicked milice. 

> Emhatn, adorn. * Sleene, ehining, bright 



LXni. 5. — Lying on the $mede$n grawnd.'] Lying 
the floor. 
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And with her flambg sword about her layd, 
That none of them foule mischiefe could eschew,^ 
But with her dreadiiill strokes were all dismayd : 
Here, tLere, and every where, about her swayd 
Her wiathfull Steele, that none mote it abyde ; 
And eke the Redcrosse Knight gave her good ayd, 
Ay ioyning foot to foot, and syde to syde ; 

That in short space their foes they have quite tenifyde. 
Lxvn. 
Tho,^ whenas all were put to shamefull flight. 
The noble Britomartis her arayd, 
And her bright aimes about her body dight ^ : 
For nothing would she lenger ^ there be stayd. 
Where so loose life, and so ungende trade,^ 
Was usd of ^ Knightes and Ladies seeming gait ^ : 
So, earely, ere the grosse earthes gryesy ® shade 
Was all disperst out of the firmament. 

They tooke their steeds, and forth upon their ioumey went 

^ Etehew, ayoid. * JVadej treatment, conduct 

• 7^0, then. « Of, by. 

• Dight, put on. ^ GerUy conrteons. 

• Lenger, longer. ' Oryesy, moist, or foggj. 



LXVI. 9. — (Ifdte terrifyde.'] Frightened away, or driven olE 
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CANTO II. 



The Redcroase Knig;ht to Britomart 

Describeth Artegall: 
The wondrous Myirhour, by which ihe 

In love with him did ftlL 



1. 
Herb have I cause in men hist blame to find, 
That in their proper praise too partial! bee, 
And not indifferent ^ to woman kind, 
To whom no share in armes and chevahiee 
They doe impart, ne maken memoree 
Of their brave gestes ^ and prowesse martiall : 
Scarse doe they spare to one, or two, or three, 
Rowme in their writtes ^ ; yet the same writmg small 
Does all their deedes deface, and dims their glories all. 

11. 
But by rec6rd of antique times I finde 
That wemen wont in warres to beare most sway. 
And to all great exploites themselves mclm'd, 
Of which they still the girlond bore away ; 
Till envious men, fearing their rules decay, 
Gan coyne streight ^ lawes to curb their liberty : 
Tet, sitb ^ they warlike armes have laide away, 

> IndifferaUy impartial. * Streight, itriet. 

* Gefftf, deeds. * Sitk, Btnce. 

• Writtes, writings. 



n.5. — Hkdr ruUg decay.'] The deeline of their own anthority. 
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They have exceld in artes and pollicy, 
That now we foolisb men that prayse gai eke t* eavf. 
III. 
Of warlike puissaunce in ages spent,^ 
Be thou, faire Britomart, whose prayse I wiyte; 
But of all wisedom bee thou precedent, 
O soveraine Queene, whose prayse I would endyte, 
Elndite I would as dewtie doth excyte ; 
But ah ! my rymes too rude and rugged aire, 
When in * so high an obiect they doe lyte. 
And, striving fit to make, I feare, doe maire : 
Thyselfe thy prayses tell, and make them knowoi iane. 

IV. 

She, traveilmg with Guyon, by the way 
Of sondry thinges faire purpose ^ gan to find, 
T' abridg their ioumey long and lingring day : 
Mongst which it fell mto that Fairies mind 
To aske this Briton Maid, what uncouth ^ wind 
Brought her bto those partes, and what inquest^ 
Made her dissemble her disguised kind ^ : 
Faire Lady she him seemd like Lady drest. 
But fairest Knight alive when aimed was her bresU 



> Spent, passed. * UnemOh, Btrange. 

' In, on. > Inquegt, quest, or Bdventme. 

' Purpose, discourse. ' Kind, sex. 



III. 2. — Be thou, faire Britomart.^ Precedent is understood. 
III. 4.^-0 soveraine Qvmiis.] This is an invocation to Queen 
Erizabeth. 

III. 8. ~ And, striving, &c.] * And, in endeavoring to treat the sob* 
ject in a proper manner, I fear I only mar it.' 

IV. 1. — TraveUing toith Guyon.] This is a mistake. Gujon went 
in quest of Florunel, in the first canto, and Britomart is now in com* 
pany witjh the Aed-eross Knight 
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V. 

Thereat she ^ghing softly had do powie 

To speake awhile, ne ready answere make ; 

But with hart-thrilling throbs and bitter stowre,^ 

As if she had a fever fitt, did quake, 

And every daintie limbe with horrour shake ; 

And ever and anone the rosy red 

Flasht through her face, as ' it bad beene a flake * 

Of lightning through bright heven fuhnined : 

At last, the passion past, she thus him answered : 
VI. 
" Faire Sir, I let you weete,* that fiom the howre 
I taken was fiom nourses tender pap, 
I have been trained up in wariike stowre,^ 
To tossen ^ speare and shield, and to affiap '' 
The wariike ryder to his most mishap ; 
Sithence ® I loathed have my life to lead. 
As Ladies wont, m Pleasures wanton lap. 
To finger the fine needle and nyce thread ; 

Me lever' were with point of foemans spearo be dead. 
VII. 
'< All my delight on deedes of armes is sett, 
To hunt out periUes and adv^tures hard. 
By sea, by land, whereso they may be mett, 
Onely for honour and for high regard, 

1 Siowrey emotioii. ' Tastenj ton, brandiih. 

' Jis, as if. ^ Jifrttp, itrike down. 

* Flakef flash. ■ Sithence, tince. 

* Lei you toeete, infbnn yoa. * M9 lever^ I would nther. 

* StMPre, ezercim. 



VI. 4. — 4iul to ajfrap, &o.] And to ftrike down the warlike lidcr 
in raeh a way as moat efiectoallj to disable him. 
VOL. U. 17 
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Without respect of richesse or reward : 
For such intent mto these partes I came, 
Withouten compasse or withouten card, 
Far fro my native soyle, that is by name 

The Greater Brytayne, here to seeke for praise and fiune. 

VIII. 
'^ Fame blazed hath, that here in Faery Lond 
Doe many famous Knightes and Ladies wonne,^ 
And many straunge adventures to bee fond, 
Of which great worth and worship ^ may be wonne : 
Which to prove, I this voyage have begonne. 
But mote I weet ^ of you, right courteous Kni^t, 
Tydings of one that hath unto me donne 
Late foule dishonour and reprochfuU spight. 

The which I seek to wreake,^ and Arthegall he hight.^ " 

IX. 
The worde gone out she backe againe would caU, 
As her repentmg so to have missayd, 
But that he, it uptakbg ere the fall. 
Her shortly answered ; " Faire martiall Mayd. 
Certes® ye misavised'' beene t' upbrayd 
A gende Knight with so unknightly blame : 
For, weet^ ye well, of all that ever playd 



> Wonne^ dweU. • Hight, is called. 

' JVoTshipf honor. ' Certes^ certainly. 

* Weet^ learn. ' Misavisedf misinlbrmed, 

* Wreake, avenge. or ill-coonaelled. 



VII. 9. — 7%e Greater Brytayne.] Church Baya that this meaiH 
Wales, and is so called to distinguish it from Lesser Brittany, m 
France. Fairy Land is England proper. 

IX. 3. — £r« the fill,} Immediately > before the words had fallen to 
the ground. 
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At tilt or tourney, or like warlike game^ 
The noble Arthegall hath ever borne the name. 
X. 
" Forthy ^ great wonder were it, if such shame 
Should ever enter in his bounteous ' thought. 
Or ever doe that mote deserven blame : 
The noble corage 3 never weeneth ought 
That may unworthy of itselfe be thought. 
Therefore, faire Damzell, be ye well aware, 
Least that too hire ye have your sorrow sought : 
You and your Countrey both I wish welfare, 
And honour both ; for each of other worthy are." 
XI. 
The royall Maid woxe inly wondrous glad, 
To heare her Love so highly magnifyde ; 
And ioyd that ever she affixed had 
Her hart on Knight so goodly glorifyde, 
However finely she it faind to hyde. 
The loving mother, that nine monethes did beaie 
In the deare closett of her painefull syde 
Her tender babe, it seeing safe appeare, 
Doth not so much reioyce as she reioyced theare. 
XII. 
But to occasion him to further talke, 
To feed her humor with his pleasing style, 

> Farthyf therefore. ' BoMnttous^ geneioiu, noble. 

' Corage, heart, mind. 



IX. 9. — Borne the nanu.'] That is, of gentle, or accomplished. 

X. 4. — The nMe corage^ &c.] *The noble mind never entertains a 
thonght unworthy of itself. Therefore, fair damsel, be careful to 
asoertain the truth, lest you should discorer that you have been 
already too far on a wrong course in search of the cause of your 
•onow.' 
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Her list^ in stiyfull^ tennes with him to haJkib^ 
And thus replyde ; " However, Sir, ye fyle * 
Your courteous toDgue his prajrses to compyle,' 
It ill beseemes a Knight of gentle sort, 
Such ts ye have him boasted, to beguyle 
A simple Maide, and worse so hainous tort,^ 

Li shame of Knighthood, as I largely can report 
xni. 
'^ Let bee '' therefore my vengeaunce to disswade^ 
And read,® where I that Faytour' felse may find.'' 
'' Ah! but if reason faire might you perswade 
To slake your wrath, and mollify your mind," 
Said he, " perhaps ye should it better find : 
For bardie thing it is, to weeae by might 
That man to hard conditions to bind ; 
Or ever hope to match in equall fight, 

Whose prowesse paragone saw never living wig^t 
XIV. 
" Ne soothlich *® is it easie fiir to read® 
Where now on earth, or how, he may be fownd ; 
For he ne wonneth ^^ in one certeine stead,^ 
But restlesse walketh all the worid arownd, 
Ay doing thinges that to his fame redownd, 

> Her list, she was pleased. ^ Let bee, omit 

' StrjfuU, contentious. ' Read, declare. 

* Bmtke, dtal in eroas-pufposes. * Faytamtf Tillaiii. 

* Fy^e, amooth, poliak. " SoothUeh, truly. 

* C9mpy2e, heap up. >^ ITomtea, dwelleth. 

* Ibrt, wrong. » Stead, place. 



Xn. 9.— j<t I Imrgdy am repari.'\ 'Aa I can amply 
iBBintam.' 

XIII. 9.— Whowe frawesM, Ac.] « Wboae proweas no liTing w^ghi 
erer aaw equalled.* 
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Defending Ladies cause and Orphans rights 
Whereso be heares that any doth cooibwnd 
Them comfortlesse through tyranny or might ; 

So is his soveraine honour raisde to hevens hight." 

XV. 
His feding wcnrdcs her feeble sence much pleased, 
And softly sunck into her molten hart : 
Hart, that is miy hurt, is greatly eased 
With hope of thing that may allegge ^ his smart ; 
For pleasing wordes are like to magick art. 
That doth the charmed snake in slomber lay: 
Such secrete ease felt gentle Britomart, 
Yet list ' die same effi>rce ^ with iaind gamesay ; 

(So dischold ofie in musick makes the sweeter lay ;) 

XVI. 
And sayd ; " Sir Knight, these ydle tennes fbibeare ; 
And, sith ^ it is uneath ^ to fibd his haunt, 
Tell me some maikes by which he may appeare. 
If chaunce I him encounter paravaunt^ ; 
For perdy "^ one shall other slay, or daunt : [stedd, 

What shape, what shield, what armes, what steed, what 
And whatso else his person most may vaunt ® ? " 
All which the Redcrosse Knight to point ared,' 
And him in everie part before her fiishioned. 
XVII. 
Yet him in eyerie part beibre she knew, 

> MUggt^ alleTiata. ' FarowaaU^ pertdTenture. 

■ Lisf, preferred. "* Perrfy, truly. 

* Zf€rct^ ftruggle agatnit. ' Vaunt^ display. 

« SUk^ liAce. ' To point axed, exactly deteribed. 

• l^M0lA, difficult 



XVI. 6. — Whai MUdd.l What maimer of pencil . 
17 • 
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However list ^ her now her knowledge fajme, 
Sith ^ him whylome ^ in Britayne she did vew, 
To her revealed in a Miirhour playne ; 
Whereof did grow her first engraffed* pajrne. 
Whose root and staike so bitter yet did taste, 
That, but the firuit more sweetnes did contayne. 
Her wretched dayes in dolour^ she mote waste. 

And yield the pray of love to lothsome death at last. 
XVIII. 
By straunge occasion she did him behold, 
And much more straungely gan to love his agbt. 
As it in bookes hath written beene of old. 
In Deheubarth, that now South- Wales is hight,^ 
What time king Ryence raign'd and dealed right. 
The great Magitien Merlin had deviz'd, 
By his deepe science and hell-dreaded might, 
A Looking-glasse, right wondrously aguiz'd,'' [niz'd.' 

Whose vertues thiough the wyde woride soone were sdein- 

XIX. 
It vertue had to shew m perfect sight 
Whatever thing was in the world contaynd. 
Betwixt the lowest earth and hevens bight, 
So ^ that it to tlie looker appertaynd : 
Whatever foe had wrought, or frend had faynd. 
Therein discovered was, ne ought mote pas, 
Ne ought in secret fixxn the same remaynd ; 
Forthy ^^ it round and hollow shaped was, 

like to the worid itselfe, and seemd a World of Glas* 

' list Aer, she was pleased. * iRghtt called. 

' Siiki since. ^ Jigniz'df contriTed. 

' WkylonUf formerly. " SolenuUz'd, made *■*"«"• 

* Engrafsdf fixed, planted. * So, provided. 

* DoUmr, grief. ^ Forihy, therefore. 
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XX. 

Who wonders not, that reades so wondrous worke? 
But who does wonder, that has red the Towre 
Wherein th' Aegyptian Phao long did lurice 
From all mens vew, that none might her discoure,^ 
Yet she might all men vew out of her bowre*? 
Great Ptolomse it for his Lemans sake 
Ybuilded all of glasse, by magicke powre, 
And also it impregnable did make ; 

Yet, when his Love was false, he with a peaze ^ it brake. 
XXI. 
Such was the glassy Globe that Merlin made, 
And gave unto king Ryence for his gard,^ 
That never foes his kingdome might invade, 
But he it knew at home before he hard ^ 
Tydings thereof, and so them still debar'd : 
It was a famous present for a Prince, 
And worthy worke of infinite reward. 
That treasons could bewray, and foes convince* : 

Happy tliis realme, had it remayned ever since ! 
XXIX. 
One day it fortuned fayre Britomart 

' Diseomre, difcoyer. * Gard^ protection. 

' BowTB, chamber, apartment * Hard, heard. 

' Peazcj yiolent blow. ' Convince, overthrow. 



XX. 6. — Oreat Ptolomtte.] This is probably Ptolemj the astrono- 
mer, who, like Virgil, was probably invested with the honors of a 
magician, during the middle ages. The source from which Spenser 
derived the story 1 have not been able to ascertain. 

XXI. 1. — The glassy Globe.] Magic globes or mirrors are fre- 
qioenUy mentioned in romantic literature. The reader will recollect 
the beautiful verses in ** The Lay of the Last Minstrel," describing an 
interview between the Earl of Surrey and Cornelius Agrippa, in which 
the latter showed him the Lady Geraldlne in one of these mirrors. 
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Into her fathers closet to repayie ; 
For Dothiog be from her reserv'd apait, 
Bemg his onely daughter and his hayre ; 
Where when she had espyde that Miiriiour fiiyre, 
Herselfe awhUe therein she vewd in Yaine : 
Tho,^ her avizing* of the vertues rare 
Which thereof spoken were, she gan agaioe 

Her to bethinke of that mote to herselfe peitaine. 
XXIII. 
But as it Methy in the gentlest harts 
Imperious Love hath highest set his throne, 
And tyrannizeth in the bitter smarts 
Of them, that to him buxome ^ are and prone : 
So thought this Mayd (as maydens use to done) 
Whom fortune for her husband would allot ; 
Not that she lusted after any one, 
For she was pure from blame of sinfiiU blott ; 

Yet wist^ her life at last must lincke in that same knot 
XXIV. 
Efboones ' there was presented to her eye 
A comely Knight, all arm'd m complete wize,* 
Through whose bri^t ventayle "^ lifted up on bye 
His manly face, that did his foes agrize ® 
And fiends to termes of gentle truce entize, 
Lookt foorth, as Phoebus face out of the east 
Betwixt two shady mountaynes doth aiize : 



' T%o^ then. * EJUootus, immediately. 

' Her aviting, considering. ' Wize^ manner. 

* BwBome, {bUgsam, Get.,) ' VeniayU, front port of the hefanst 

obedient, yielding. ' jSgriztf terrify. 
WiMtj knew. 



XXII. 6. — In vaineJ] Becaoae, looking into it wiUurat any definite • 
pnrpoee, ihe saw nothing bat her own image. 
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Portly his person was, and much mcreast 
Through his heioicke grace and honorable gesL^ 
XXV. 
His crest was covered with a couchant hownd. 
And all his armour seemd of antique mould, 
But wondrous massy and assured sownd. 
And round about yiiretted^ all with gold. 
In which there written was, with cyphers bid, 
AckiUes armes tohick Arthegall did toin : 
And on his shield enveloped sevenfold 
He bore a crowned litde ermilm,^ 
That deckt the azure field with her fayre pouldred^ skin. 
XXVI. 
The Damzell well did vew his personage,' 
And liked well ; ne fiirther fastned not, 
But went her way ; ne her unguilty ^ age 
Did weene,'' unwares, that her unlucky lot 
Lay hidden in the bottome of the pot : 
Of hurt unwist ® most daunger doth redound : 
But the false archer, which that arrow shot 
So slyly that she did not feele the wound, 
Did smyle full smoothly at her weetlesse ' woiull stound.^® 
XXVIl. 
Thenceibrth the fether in her lofty crest, 

^ Oetif demeanor. * UnguUty, nnfixipectiiig. 

* Yfrettedy Bdomed with fretwork. * Wune^ think. 

' fmu/tn, ermine. ' Unwist, unknown. 

^ Pauldred, ipotted. * Weetlesse, onconecioos. 

* Personage, penonal appearance. ^ SUmnd, grief. 

XXV. 6.— jfdUOef armes, &c.] ArthegaU ia the hero of the fifth 
book ; bat we are not informed how he came by the arma of Achillea. 

XXVI. 2.— J\re fiatker fastmed not.] Her thoughta dwelt no more 
upon it. 
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Ruffed ^ of Love, gan lowly to availe ^ ; 
And her piowd pcxtaunce ^ and her princely gcst,^ 
With which she earst^ tryumphed, now did quaile: 
Sad, solemne, sowre, and fbll of fimcies firaile. 
She woxe ; yet wist ^ she nether how, nor why ; 
She wist^ not, silly Mayd, what she did aOe, 
Yet wist' she was not well at ease perdy "^ ; 

Tet thought it was not love, but scxne melancholy. 
XXVIII. 
So soone as Night had with her pallid hew 
Defaste ^ the beaude of the shyning skye, 
And refte fiom men the worldes desired vew, 
She with her nourse adowne to sleepe did lye ; 
But sleepe full hi away finom her did fly : 
Instead thereof sad sighes and som>wcs deepe 

. Kept watch and ward ahout her warily ; 

That nought she did but wayle, and often steepe 

Her dainty couch with teares which closely ^ she did weepe. 
XXIX. 
And if that any drop of slombring rest 
Did chaunce to still ^^ mto her weaiy spright, 
When feeble nature felt herselfe opprest, 
Streightway with dreames, and with fantastick aght 
Of dreadfiill things, the same was put to flight ; 
That oft out of her bed she did astart, 
As one with vew of ghasdy feends aflHght : 

> Ruffedf raffled. • Wisty knew. 

' Availe, smk. "f Perdy, traly. 

• Portaunee, port. • Defaste^ defaeed. 
« Geff, demeanor. * Clasdy,wccn\lj. 

• Earst, before. >» SHU, drop, flow. 
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Tho ^ gan she to renew her fanner smart, 
And thmke of that fayre visage written m her hart. 
XXX. 
One night, when she was tost with such unrest, 
Her aged nourse, whose name was Glance hight,^ 
Feeling her leape out of her loathed nest, 
Betwixt her feehle armes her quickly keight,^ 
And downe againe in her warme bed her dight^ : 
" Ah ! my deare daughter, ah ! my dearest dread,' 
What uncouth ^ fit," sayd she, '^ what evill plight 
Hath thee opprest, and with sad drearyhead "^ 
Chaunged thy Uvely cheare, and living made thee dead ? 
XXXI. 
" For not of nought these sudddn ghastly feares 
All night afflict thy naturall repose ; 
And all the day, whenas thine equall peares 
Their fit disports with faire delight doe chose. 
Thou in dull comers doest thyselfe inclose ; 
Ne tastest princes pleasures, ne doest spred 
Abroad thy fresh youths fayrest flowre, but lose 
Both leafe and firuite, both too untimely shed. 
As one in wilfoll bale ® for ever buried. 
XXXII. 
'^ The time that mortall men their weary cares 
Do lay away, and all wilde beastes do rest, 
And every river eke his course forbeares. 
Then doth this wicked evill thee infest, 
And rive with thousand thibbs thy thrilled ^ brest : 

' ThOf then. ' Unc4nUhf Btrange. 

' HiglU, called. ' Drearyhead, sorrow. 

* Ktigkt, caught. ' Bale, affliction. 

* Dighif placed, dispoaed. ' TkrUUd, pierced. 

* Dreadf object of regard. 
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Like an huge Aetn' of deepe engulfed gjrjeSdy 

Sonow is heaped m thy hoUow chest. 

Whence foorth it bieakes m sighes and anguish lyfe,^ 
As snx>ke and sulphure mingled with confiised stiyfe. 
XXXIII. 

<< Ay me ! how much I ieare least love it bee ! 

But if that love it be, as sure I read 

By knowen agues and passions which I see, 

Be it worthy of thy race and loyall sead,^ 

Then I avow, by this most sacred head 

Of my dear foster childe, to ease thy griefe 

And win thy will : Therefore away doe dread ; 

For death nor daunger fiom thy dew reliefe 
Shall me debane : Tell me therefore, my liefest liefe'! ** 
XXXIV. 

So having sayd, her twixt her arroes twaine 

Shee streighdy ^ straynd, and colled ^ tenderly ; 

And every trembling iojmt and every vaine 

Shee softly felt, and rubbed busily, 

To doe the fiosen cold away to fly ; 

And her faire deawy eies with kisses deare 

Shee ofte did bathe, and ofte againe did dry : 

And ever her imp6rtund not to feare 
To let the secret of her hart to her appeare. 
XXXV. 

The Damzell pauzd ; and then thus fearfully ; 

*^ Ah ! nurse, what needeth thee to eke ^ my pajme? 

Is not enough that I alone doe dye. 

But it must doubled bee with death of twaine? 

* Ryfts, rife, foil, abundant * Straghdyj cloKly. 

* Stady seed. • CoUed, fondled. 

* Urfett Hefty dearest loire. • Eku^ hicreaae. 
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For noagbt for me bat death there doth reroame I ^ . 
« O daughter deare/' said she, *^ despeire no whit; 
For never sore but might a salve obtaine : 
That blinded god, which hath ye blindly smit, 

Another airow hath your Loveis hart to hit'* 
XXXVI. 
" But mine is not," quoth she, ^^ like other wownd ; 
For which no reason can finde remedy." 
" Was never such, but mote the like be fownd," 
Said she ; '^ and though no reason may apply 
Salve to your sore, yet Love can higher stye ^ 
Then ' Reasons reach, and oft hath wonders donne." 
" But neither god of love nor god of skye 
Can doe," said she, '^ that which cannot be dtnme.*' 

'' Things oft impossible," quoth she, '' seeme ere begoone." 
XXXVII. 
^' These idle wordes," said she, '^ doe nought aswage 
My stubbome smart, but more annoiaunce breed : 
For no, no usuall fire, no usuall rage 
Tt is, O nourse, which on my life doth feed, 
And sucks the blood which from my hart doth bleed. 
But smce thy faithful! zele lets me not hyde 
My crime, (if crime it be,) I will it reed.^ 
Nor prince nor pere it b, whose love hath gryde ^ 

My feeUe biest of late, and launched this wound wyde : 
XXXVIII. 
^' Nor man it is, nor other liinng wight ; 
For then some hope I nught unto me draw ; 

' Stye, mount. * Re$d, deelan. 

' 71k«m,than. ^ Gryvte, piereed. 



XXXVI. 9. — Tkingt oft impa$tiiUt &e.] Thin^ often nem iiiK 
powible before they are hegtm or attempted. 
VOL. U. 18 
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But th' only shade and semblant ^ of a Ejiight, 
Whose shape or person jet I never saw. 
Hath me subiected to Loves ciuell law : 
The same one day, as me mufortune led, 
I m my fathers wondrous Mirrhour saw. 
And, pleased with that seeming goodlyhed,* 

Unwares the hidden hooke with baite I swallowed : 
XXXIX. 
" Sithens^ it hath infixed faster hold 
Within my bleeding bowells, and so sore 
Now ranckleth m this same firaile fleshly mould. 
That all mme entiailes flow with poisnous gore. 
And th' ulcer groweth daily more and more ; 
Ne can my ronnmg sore finde remedee, 
Other than my hard fortune to deplore. 
And languish as the leafe fain from the tree, 

TiU death make one end of my daies and miseree ! " 
XL. 
" Daughter," said she, " what need ye be dismayd ? 
Or why make ye such monster of your mbde 7 
Of much more uncouth ^ thing I was affirayd ; 
Of filthy lust, contrary unto kinde ^ : 
But this afiection nothing straunge I finde ; 
For who with reason can you aye reprove 
To love the seroblaunt ^ pleasing most your minde. 
And yield your heart whence ye cannot remove ? 

No guilt m You, but m the tyranny of Love. 

^ Semblani, appearance. ' Goodfyhed, goodly appeazmnoe. 
* SUhens, ■ince. * Uncovtkf ftrange. * Kinder nature. 



XL. 2. — Ortpky make^ &c.] Why apeak of your paaaion aa if it 
were monatioiia or unnatural ? 
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XLI. 

^' Not SO th' Arabian Mjmrhe did sett her mynd ; 
Nor so did Biblis speed her pinmg hart ; 
But lov*d their native flesh against al kynd,^ 
And to thdr purpose used wicked art : 
Tet playd Pasiphae a more monstrous part, 
That lov'd a bull, and leamd a beast to bee : 
Such shamefiill lustes who loaths not, which depart 
From course of nature and of modestee ? 

Swete Love such lewdnes bands^ fiom his faire companee. 

XLll. 
'^ But thbe, mj deare, (welfare thy heart, my deaie !) 
Though straunge beginning had, yet fixed is 
On one that worthy may perhaps appeare ; 
And certes^ seemes bestowed not anus : 
loy thereof have thou and etemall blis! " 
With that, upleaning on her elbow weake, 
Her alablaster brest she soft did kis. 
Which all that while shee felt to pant and quake, 

4ls it an earth-quake were : at last she thus bespake ; 
XLIII. 
'^ Beldame, your words doe woike me litle ease ; 
For though my love be not so lewdly bent 
As those ye blame, yet may it nought appease 
My raging smart, ne ought my flame relent, 

* Kynd, nature. ' Bandsy baniahefl. ' CerteSj truly. 



XLI. 1. — Tk' Arabian Myrrke, Ac.^ Myrrha and Biblia are namet 
aMociated with classical tales of incestuous passion. Alfieri has made 
the story of Myrrha the subject of a tragedy. The monstrous fable of 
Puiphaa is well known. 

XLIII. l.-^Bddame.^ Bddame means literally <fair dame/ (Fr. 
BdU damef) and is used here, and generally in Spenser, as a respectful 
epithet 
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But rather doth my helpdesse griefe augment. 

For they, however shameful! and unkinde,^ 

Yet did possesse their honible mtent: 

Short end of sonowes they therby did finde ; 
So was their fiutune good^ though wicked weie their minde. 
XUV. 

^^ But wicked fortune mme, though minde be good. 

Can have no end nor hope of my desire. 

But feed on shadowes whiles I die fixr food. 

And like a shadow wexe, whiles with entire* 

Afiection I doe languish and expire. 

I, fonder ^ then ^ Cephisus foolish chyld. 

Who, having vewed in a fountaine shere^ 

His face, was with the love thereof beguyld ; 
I, fonder,3 love a shade, the body &r exyld." 

XLV. 

^^ Nought like," quoth shee ; " for that same wretched boy 

Was of himselfe the ydle paramoure, 

Both Love and Lover, without hope of ioy ; 

For which he faded to a watry flowre. 

But better fortune thine, and better howre,^ 

Which lov'st the shadow of a warlike Knight ; 

No shadow, but a body hath in powre : 

That body, wheresoever that it light,^ 
May learned be by cypheis, or by magicke might. 

' UnkuuUy uniiataral. * Entirty inward. ' Fimier, more Iboliili. 
« Then, than. * Sherty clear. * Hawrt, lot. ^ Ught^ happens to be. 



XLIV.6.— CepAtm^/Mrfuftayfif.] Naiciwoa. 

XLV. 1 . — Nought like.] The caaet are not similar. 

XLV. 4. — Watry fiowrt.'] The narcissus, or daffodil, called • watiy,' 
because thriving best in moist ntoations. 

XLV. 7. — ICo Aadow, &c.] < There is no shadow which has nota 
body belonging to it.* 
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XLVI. 

^ But if thou may with reason yet represse 
The growmg evill, ere it strength have gott, 
And thee abandond wholy do possesse ; 
Against it stnmgly strive, and yield thee nott 
Til thou in open fielde adowne be smott ^ : 
But if the pasakm mayster thy fraile mighti 
So that needs love or death must be thy lott, 
Then I avow to thee, by wrong or light 

To compas thy desire, and find that loved Knight/' 
XLVII. 
Her cheareiiill words much cheard the feeble spright 
Of the sicke Virgin, that her downe she layd 
In her wanne bed to sleepe, if that she might ; 
And the old-woman carefully displayd^ 
The clothes about her round with busy ayd ; 
So that at last a litle creeping sleepe 
Surprizd her sence : Shee, therewith well apayd,' 
The dronken lamp down m the oyl did steepe, 

And sett her by to watch, and sett her by to weepe. 
XLVIII. 
Earely, the monow next, before that Day 
I£s ioyous &ce did to the world revele. 
They both uprose and tooke their ready way 
Unto the church, their praiers to appele,^ 



1 Smott, nmtteii. * 4^^ ntiified. 

' Duplayd, spread. * AppeU, offer. 



XLVII. S.^Tke dronken lamp, &c.] The lamp is eaUed dronkeHf 
beeanae it drinka or conaumeB the oil. Upton wajB that she doea not 
blow oat the lamp because that was ill ominous, but steeps it in the oil, 
and thus extinguishes it. 

18* 
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l^th great devotion, and with litle zele : 
For the iaire Damzell fiom the holj heise^ 
Her love-sicke hart to other thoughts did steals ; 
And that dd Dame said many an idle yeise, 

Out of her daughters hart fimd fancies to reyeise.* 
XLIX. 
Retoumed home, the royall In&nt fell 
Into her former fitt; lor why ? no powre 
Nor guidaunce of herselfe in her did dwell. 
But th' aged nourse, her calling to her bowre,' 
Had gathered rew, and savine, and the flowre 
Of camphora, and calammt, and dill ; 
All which she in a earthen pot did pouxe, 
And to the brim with coltwood did it 611, 

And many drops of milk and blood through it did sfSSL 
L. 
Then, taldng thiise three heares fiom off her head, 
Them trebly breaded in a threefold lace. 
And round about the pots mouth bound the thread ; 
And, after having whispered a space 
Certein sad words with hollow voice and bace,^ 
Shee to the Virgin sayd, thrise sayd she itt ; 
^' Come, daughter, come ; come, spit upon my &ce ; 
Spitt thrise upon me, thrise upon me spitt ; 

Th' uneven nomber for this busmes is most fitL" 

' Herse, ceremonial. ' Bowre, chamber. 

' RgcersBf canae to return or depart. * Bact^ low. 



XLVIII. 5. — WUk great devoUim, &c.] With great apparent devo- 
tion, but little tme zeal. 

L. 1. — Then, taking, &c.] The clasaic poets, especially Tbeocritns 
and Virgil, have supplied Spenser with the Tariona prooeases of 
Glance's incantation. 
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LI. 

That saydy her lowDd about she fiom h^ tumd, 
She turned her contraiy to the sunne ; 
Thrise she h^ tumd contrary, and retumd 
All cbntraiy ; for she the right did shunne ; 
And ever what she did was streight ^ undonne. 
So thought she to undoe her daughter's love : 
But love, that is b gentle brest begonne, 
No ydle charmes so lightly may remove ; 

That well can witnesse, who by tryall it does prove. 
LII. 
Ne ought it mote the noble Mayd avayle, 
Ne slake the fiiry of her cruell flame, 
But that shee still did waste, and still did wayle, 
That, through long languour and hart-burning bnune* 
She shortly like a pyned ghost became 
Which long hath waited by the Stygian strond : 
That when old Glauce saw, for feare least blame 
Of her miscanriage should in her be fond, 

Sie wist^ not how t' amend, nor how it to withstond 

1 Strtigktf immediately. ' BnuM, leveie. 

* rnflyknew. 



UL6.— fliatibwnCMl.] Becanae the bodj had not been borisd. 
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CANTO III. 

Metiin be wray es ^ to Britomait 

The state of Arthegall : 
And ehewes the famous progeny, 

Which ftom them springen shaD. 

I. 
Most sacred fyre, that bumest mi^x&j 
In living brests, ykindled first above 
EmoDgst th' et^nall spheres and lampmg* sky, 
And thence poutd into men, which men call Love ; 
Not that same, which doth base affections ' move 
In bnitish mmdes, and filthy lust inflame ; 
Bat that sweete fit^ that doth tnie beautie love. 
And chosetb Vertue lor his dearest Dame, 

Whence spring all noUe deedes and never-dying &me: 
U. 
WeD did Antiquity a god thee deeme, 
That over mortall mindes hast so great mig^t, 
To order them as best to thee doth seome^ 
And all their actions to direct aright : 
The fiitall ^ purpose of divine foresight 
Thou doest effect in desdned descents, 
Thrcxigh deepe impression of thy secret nught, 
And stinedst up th' heroes high intents, 

Which the late world admyres for wondrous moniments. 



> Diwrmjf6My levetls. * Lamping^ shining. ■ JJUfeOumMj 
« Fit, pssnon. * Fatatlf ordsined by &te. 
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III. 

But thy dredd dartes m none doe triumph more, 

Ne breTer proofe in any of thy powre 

Shewd'st thou, then ^ in this royall Maid of yore, 

Making her seeke an unknowne Paramoure, 

From the worlds end, through many a bitter stowte*: 

From whose two loynes thou afterwardes did rayse 

Most famous fruites of matrimoniall bowre. 

Which through the earth have spredd their living prayse, 

That fiume in tromp of gold eternally displayes. 

IV. 
Begm then, O my dearest sacred Dame, 
Daughter of Phcebus and of Memorye, 
That doest ennoble with immortall name 
The warlike worthies, fiom antiquitye. 
In thy great volume of Etemitye ; 
Be^, O Clio, and recount fix>m hence 
My glorious Soveraines goodly Auncestrye, 
Till that by dew degrees, and long protense,^ 

Thou have it lastly brought unto her Excellence. 

V. 
Full many wayes within her troubled mmd 
Old Glauci cast to cure this Ladies griefe ; 
Full many wayes she sought, but none could find, 
Nor herbes, nor charmes, nor counsel that is chiefe 
And choicest med'cine for sick harts reliefe : 
Forthy^ great care she tooke, and greater feare, 

> Then, than. ' Protmue^ eztension. 

• SUnore, peril. * Forthy, therefore. 

IV. St.'^DaughUir of Phahus^ &c.] This is the aecond time thai 
Spenser haa apoken of the Muses aa being the daughtera of Phobus, 
instead of Jupiter. Bee book I. canto II. stania V. 

V. 6. — Qrwt care the tooke.] She felt great concern. 
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Least that It should her turne to ibwle repride ^ 
And sore repioch, whenso her father deare 

Should of his dearest daughters hard misfortune beaie. 

VI. 
At last she her avisde,' that he which made 
That Minhour, wherein the sicke Damosell 
So straungely vewed her straunge lovers shade. 
To weet, the learned Merlin, well could tell 
Under what coast of heaven the Man did dweD, 
And by what means his love might best be wrought : 
For, though beyond the A&ick Ismael 
Or th' Indian Peru he were, she thought 

Him forth through infinite endevour to have sought. 

VII. 

Forthwith themselves disguising both in straunge 
And base attyre, that none might them bewray,^ 
To Maridunum, that is now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their way : 
There the wise Merlin whylome ^ wont (they say) 
To make his wonne,' low underneath the ground 
In a deepe delve,* fanre from the vew of day, 
That of no living wight he mote be found, 
Whenso he counseld with his sprights encompast round. 

vin. 
And, if thou ever happen that same way 

> Repriefe^ reproof. ^ Wk^onUj formerly. 

' Avisde, bethought. * Wonnef dwelling. 

* B^wratfj diflcoTer. ' Ddvt, caTe. 



VI. 7.— 7%« JifrUk Umaeh'l The Moon, Bedomn Arabs, fte., 
inhabiting the northern parts of Africa, are supposed to be descendants 
of Ishmael. 

VII. 4. — Csyr-Jfsnfm.] Carmarthen, in Wales, the supposed resi- 
dence of Merlin. 



C nX. THE FAERIE Q,UEENX. 315 

To tiaveill, go to see that dreadful place: 
It is an hideous hollow cave (they say) 
Under a rock that lyes a litle space 
From the swift Bany, tombling downe apace 
Emongst the woody hilles of Djmeuowre: 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace 
To enter bto that same balefiill bowre/ 

For feare the cruell feendes should thee unwares devowre : 

IX. 
But standing high aloft low lay thine eare, 
And there such ghastly noyse of yron chaines 
And brasen caudrons thou shalt rcxnbling heare. 
Which thousand sprights with long enduring paines 
Doe tosse, that it wiU stonn thy feeble braines ; 
And oftendmes great grones, and grievous stownds,* 
When too huge toile and labour them constraines ; 
And oftentimes loud strokes and ringmg sowndes 

From under that deepe rock most horribly rebowndes. 

X. 
The cause, some say, is this : A litle whyle 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did btend 
A brasen wall in compas to compyle ^ 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend 
Unto these sprights to bring to perfect end : 
During which worke the Lady of the Lake, 

1 Bawrey chamber, dwelling. * SUnonds, noiies. 

' CompyU, pile togetlier, conitmct. 



X.6.^Tke Lady of the Lake.^ The Lady of the Lake is a well- 
known penona^ in the lomancea relating to King Arthnr. Lancelot 
da Lae, one of the Knights of the Round Table, was educated by her. 
The reader will recollect her. appearance in Sir Walter Scott*s ^ Kenil- 
worth/' in the description of the festivities in honor of Queen Elizabeth, 
at Kenilworth CasUe Merlin is represented as enamored of her; bat 
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Whom long he lov'd, for him m hast did sead ; 

Who, thereby forst his workemen to fofsake. 
Them bownd, till his retounie, their labour not to slake.^ 

XI. 

In the meane time througli that false Ladies traine' 

He was surprisd, and buried under beare, 

Ne ever to his worke retumd againe : 

Nath'lesse those feends may not their work forbeare. 

So greatly his commandement they feare. 

But there doe toyle and traveile day and night, 

Untill that brasen wall they up doe reare : 

For Meriin had m magick more insight 
Then ^ ever him before or after living wight : 

XII. 

For he by wordes could call out of the sky 

Both sunne and moone, and make them him obay ; 

The land to sea, and sea to mameland dry, 

And daricsom night he eke could tume to day ; 

Huge hostes of men he could alone dismay, 

And hostes of men of meanest thinges could frame, 

Whenso him list* his enimies to fray *: 

That to this day, for tenor of his fame. 
The feendes do quake when any him to them does name* 

XIII. 

And, sooth,^ men say that he was not the sonne 

> SlakSf slack. * TVotne, artifice. ' 7%«m, Uun. 
* Him list, he pleaaed. » Fray, terrify. * SoM, indeed. 



■be did not return his passion, and made use of her power over him to 
enclose him in a rocky cayem. The story of the braien wall, Warton 
says, was borrowed by Spenser from Giraldus Cambrensis, who, 
daring his progress throogh Wales, in the twelfUi centoiy, picked it 
up among the other traditions propagated by the British bards. 

XI. 2. — Buried under beare.} Buried under something which en- 
closed him like a coffin or bier. 
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Of mortall syie or other living wight. 

But wondrously begotten, and begpnne 

By false illusion of a guilefiill spright 

On a faiie lady Nonne, that whilome ^ hi^* 

Matilda, daughter to Pubidius 

Who was the lord of Mathtraval by right. 

And coosen unto king Ambrosius ; 

Whence he indued was with skill so merveOous. 

XIV. 
Tliey, here arriving, staid awhile without, 
Ne durst adventure rashly in to wend,^ 
But of their fiist intent gan make new dout 
For dread of daunger, which it might portend : 
Untill the hardy Mayd (with Love to frend) ^ 
First entering, the dreadfull Mage ^ there fownd 
Deepe busied 'bout worke of wondrous end. 
And writing straunge characters in the grownd, 

With which the stubbome feendes he to his service bownd. 

XV. 
He nought was moved at their entraunce bold, 
For of their commmg well he wist® afore ; 

1 fFU£0iiM, fonnerly. « Tb^oui, for a fUend. 

' Highif was named. * •Va^«, ma^cian. 

• Wend, go. • fVistf knew. 



Xm. 3.— WamdrouMy begotten.^ The father of Merlin was a de- 
mon, and his moUier an English maiden of distinction, who afterwards 
became a nun. The reader will find a full account of his extra- 
ordinary origin and birth in the first Yolnme of Ellis's Specimens of 
Eariy English Metrical Romances. See also Dnnlop's History of 
Fiction, Tol. I. p. 204. 

XIII. J.-^Mathtrtnal.] " Roderie the Great (see stansa XL VIII.) 
dirided Wales into three provinces, Aberffiraw, Dinerowr, and Math- 
traTal.*' — Church. 

XIY . 3. — Cktn make new doul.] Began to feel new apprehensions. 

VOL. n. 19 
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Yet list them bid their buanesse to unfidd. 
As if ought in this woild in secrete store 
Were iroin him hidden, or unknowne of jore. 
Then Glauci thus ; '^ Let not it thee oflknd. 
That we thus rashly through thy darlssom doie 
Unwares have prest ; for either fatall end, 

Or other mightie cause, us two did hether send.'' 

XVI. 
He bad tell on : And then^she thus began ; 
^' Now have three moones with borrowd brothers lig^t 
Thrise shined &ire, and thiise seemd dim and wan, 
Sith ^ a sore evill, which this Vlrgm bright 
Toimenteth and doth plonge in dolefiill plight. 
First rooting tooke ; but what thmg it mote bee, 
Or whence it sprong, I cannot read ^ aright : 
But this I read,^ that, but if ^ remedee 

Thou her affi>rd, flill shortly I her dead shall see.'' 

XVII. 
Therewith th' Enchaunter soiUy gan to smyle 
At her smooth speeches, weetmg^ inly well 
That she to him dissembled womanish guyle. 
And to her said ; '' Beldame, by that ye tell 
More neede of leach-crafte ^ hath your Damozell, 
Then ^ of my skill : who helpe may have elsewhere. 
In vaine seekes wonders out of magick spell." 
Th' old woman wox half blanck ^ those wordes to heaie ; 

And yet was loth to let her purpose plaine appeare ; 

> Siihj since. * Ready learn. ' But if, onleM. 

^ Weetingf knowing. * Leaek-eraftef medical skill. ' Tkt^ than 

^ BUmeky confounded, or oat of countenance. 



XV. 8. — FataU end.] Decree of the ates. 

XVII. 3. — DistemUed vHmanM guyU.] Concealed the truth with 
w% vanish artifice 
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XVIII. 
And to him sayd ; ^' Tf any leaches skiD, 
Or other learned meanes, could have redrest 
This my deare daughters deepe-engra£M ill, 
Certes ^ I should be loth thee to molest : 
But this sad eviU, which doth her infest, 
Doth couise of naturall cause fimre exceed. 
And housed b within her hollow brest, 
That either seemes some cursed witches deed, 

Or evill spright, that b her doth such torment breed." 
XIX. 
The Wisard could no lenger beare her bord,' 
But, burstmg forth in laughter, to her sayd ; 
" Glauce, what needes this colourable word 
To cloke the cause that hath itselfe bewrayd^? 
Ne ye, fayre Britomartis, tlius arayd. 
More hidden are then ^ sunne in cloudy vele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, having fate obayd. 
Hath hether brought for succour to appele ; 

The which the Powres to thee are pleased to revele." 
XX. 
The doubtfiill Mayd, seemg herselfe descryde. 
Was all abasht, and her pure y vory 
Into a cleare carnation suddeine dyde ; 
As fayre Aurora, rjrsing hastily. 
Doth by her blushing tell that she did lye 
All night in old Tithonus frozen bed. 
Whereof she seemes ashamed inwardly : 
But her olde nourse was nought dishartened. 

But vauntage made of that which Merlin had ared ^ ; 

^ CerUSf oerteinly. ' Bord, jeit, or pretence. 
* Baion^, lereded. * Thm, than. * jSred, explained. 
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XXI. 

And sayd ; '< Sth ^ then thou knowest all our gpefe, 
(For what doest not thou knowe ?) of grace I pray, 
Pittj our playnt, and yield us meet reliefe ! ** 
With that the Prophet still awhile did stay, 
And then hb spirite thus gan foorth display ; 
'^ Most noble Virgin, that by &tall ^ bre 
Hast leam'd to love, let no whit thee dismay 
The hard beginne ^ that meetes thee in the dore, 

And with sharpe fits thy tender hait oppresseth sore : 
XXII. 
^' For so must all things excellent begm ; 
And eke enrooted deepe must be that tree, 
Whose big embodied braunches shall not lin ^ 
Tin they to hevens hight forth stretched bee. 
For from thy wombe a famous progenee 
Shall spring out of the auncient Trojan blood. 
Which shall revive the sleeping memoree 
Of those same antique peres, the hevens iHOod, 

Which Greeke and Asian rivers stayned with thdr blood. 
XXUI. 
'^ Renowmed kings, and sacred emperours. 
Thy firuitiull ofspring, shall fiom thee descend ; 
Brave captaines, and most mighty warriours. 
That shall their conquests through all lands extend. 
And their decayed kingdomes shall amend : 
The feeble Britons, brdcen with long warre, 
They shall upreare, and mightily defend 
Against their forren foe that commes fitxn farre. 

Till universall peace compound all civill iaire. 

> Siik, since. ' B4gimUf begmning. 

' FataU, oiduned by &te. * Lm^ itop. 
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XXIV. 

" It was not, Bntomaity thy wandring eye 
Glauncing unwares in channed Looking-glas^ 
But the streight course of heveoly desdny. 
Led with Etemall Providence^ that has 
Cruyded thy glauncey to bring His WiU to pas : 
Ne b thy fate, ne is thy fortune iU, 
To love the prowest ^ Knight that ever was : 
Therefim submit thy wayes unto His WiU, 

And doe, by all dew meanes, thy destiny fiilfill." 

XXV. 
" But read,'" saide Glauce, ^' thou Magitian, 
What meanes shall she out-seeke, or what waies take ? 
How shall she know, how shall she finde the Man ? 
Or what needes her to toyle, sith ^ fates can make 
Way for themselves their purpose to pertake ? " 
Then Merlin thus ; '^ Indeede the &tes are fiime. 
And may not shiinck, though all the world do shake : 
Tet ought mens good endevours them confirme. 

And guyde the heavenly causes to their ooostant tenne. 
XXVI. 
** The Man, whom heavens have ordaynd to bee 
The spouse of Britonoart, is Arthegall : 
He wonneth ^ m the land of Fayeree, 
Tet is no Fary home, ne sib ^ at all 
To Elfes, but sprong of seed terrestriall, 

' Prowestj bravest. ' Readf explain. ' SUh^ sinoe. 
« Wannethy dwelleth. * ^, related to. 



XXV. 5. — T%tir purpose to pertake,'] To make her partake of their 
porpoaes, or include her in their plans. 

XXVI. 1. ~ 7^ Man, &c.] The fabulous chronicle of British kings 
is here resumed from the tenth canto of the second book. The narra^* 
tiTe there ceases before the reign of Arthur, and commences here after it 

19* 
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And whylome ^ by false Faries stolne away, 
Whyles yet m mfant cradle he did crall ; 
Ne other to himselfe is knowne this day, 

But that he by an Elfe was gotten of a Fay: 
XXVII. 
<^ But sooth ' he b the sonne of (joilois, 
And brother unto Cador, Cornish king ; 
And for hb wariike feates renowmed is. 
From where the day out of the sea doth spring, 
Untill the closure of the evenmg : 
From thence him, firmely bound with fiddifull band. 
To this tus native soyle thou backe shalt bring, 
Strongly to ayde his countrey to withstand 

The powre of forrdne Paynims winch mvade thy land* 
XXVUI. 
*^ Great ayd thereto his mighty puissaunce 
And dreaded name shall give in that sad day ; 
Where also proofe of thy prow^ valiaunce^ 
Thou then shalt make, t' increase thy Lover's pray: 
Long time ye both m aimes shall beare great sway, 
Till thy wombes burden thee from them do call. 
And hb last &te him fiom thee take away ; 

IVhylome, fonnerly. ' Prow, (preux, Fr.,) hnfe and lojiL 
Sooth, truly. * Valiaunee, valor. 



XXVII. l.--Oorlols,] This Gorlon was the Dnke of ComwalL 
Arthur Pendragon, the king jof Britain, became enamored of his wife 
Igana, and haying, by Merlin's help, anomed the perw>n of Gorlois, Iw 
became by her the father of Arthur ; and after the death of Gorlob Iw 
married her. By Gorlois she had also a son Cador. So fiir the ehroni- 
cles and romances. Spenser represents her as baring another son by 
Gorlois, that is, Arthegall. 

XXVII. 6. — From them.] From Faiiy land. 
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Too ralhe^ cut off by practise crimmall 
Of secrete fi>es, that him shall make in mischiefe fiilL 
XXIX. 
'* With thee yet shall he leave, for memory 
Of hb late puissamice, his ymage dead. 
That living him m all activity 
To thee shall represent : He, from the head 
Of hb coosen Cknistantius, without dread 
Shall take the ciowne that was his fitthers right, 
And therewith crowne himselfe in th' others stead : 
Then shall he issew forth with dreadfiill might 
Against his Saxon foes in bloody field to fight. 
XXX. 
<< like as a lyon that in diowsie cave 
Hath long time slept, himselfe so shall he shake ; 
And, comming forth, shall spred his banner brave 
Over the troubled South, that it shall make 
The wariike Mertians for feare to quake : 
Thrise shall he fight with them, and twise shall win ; 
But the third time shall fayre accordaunce make : 
And, if he then with victorie can lin,' 
He shall his dayes with peace bring to his earthly In. 
XXXI. 
<' His s(Hme, bight ^ Vortipore, shall him succeede 
In kbgdome, but not in felicity : 
Yet shall he long time wane with happy speed, 
And with great honour many batteills try ; 
But at the last to th' importunity 

1 Rathe, early. ' Limy stop. * Hight, cdkd. 



XXX. 5.— Jtfatiaitf.] Mercta wu one of the kingdoma of the 
Saxon Heptarchy. 
XXX.9.— JEartUyM.] Death, or the gnve. 
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Of fioward fbrtone shall be fixst to yield : 
But his Sonne Malgo shall full mightily 
Avenge his &thets losse with speare and shield. 

And his {Moud fees discomfit m Yictocious field. 
XXXII. 
<^ Behold the Man ! and tell me, Britomait, 
K ay more goodly creature thou didst see? 
How like a gyaunt in each manly part 
Beares he himselfe with pordy maiestee, 
That one of th' old heroes seemes to bee 1 
He the six Islands, compiovmciall ^ 
In auncient times unto great Britainee, 
Shall to the same reduce, and to him call 

Their sondry kings to do their homage severalL 
XXXIII. 
'^ All which his sonne Careticus awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre suppresse; 
Untill a straunger king, fixim unknowne soyle 
Arriving, him with multitude oppresse ; 
Great Gormond, having with huge mightinesBB 
Ireland subdewd, and therein fixt his throne, 
like a swift otter, fell through emptinesse,' 
Shall overswim the sea with many oae 

Of his Norveyses,^ to assist the Britons fone.^ 

' Campromndall to^ contained in the same provinoe with. 

* FdL through empHnesse^ cruel through hunger. 

• JforveyseSf Norwegians. * FoiUf foea. 



XXXII. 6. — The six I^nds,] These islands are stated to be Iie> 
land, Iceland, Gothland, the Orkneys, Jforway, and Dado, 

XXXIII. 5. — Great Gormond,] This Gormond is called a king of 
the Africans, and yet, by a strange confusion of Uthade, b i 
as the captain of the Norwegian pirates. 
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XXXIV. 

*' He in his iurie all shaU over-ronne, 

And hxAj chuich with fidthlesse handes defibce, 

That thy sad people, utterly foidonne,^ 

Shall to the utmost mountames fly apace : 

Was never so great waste in any place. 

Nor so fowle outrage doen by living men ; 

F(v all thy citties they shall sacke and race,' 

And the greene grasse that groweth they shall bren,' 
That even the wilde beast shall dy in starved den. 
XXXV. 

" Whiles thus thy Britons doe in languour pme, 

Proud Etheldred shall from the North arise, 

Serving th' ambitious will of Augustine, 

And, passbg Dee, with hardy enterprise 

Shan backe repulse the valiaunt Brockwell twise, 

And Bangor with massacred martyrs fill ; 

But the third time shall rew ^ his fbd-hardise: 

For Cadwan, pittying his peoples ill, 
Siall stoutly him defeat, and thousand Saxons kSl. 
XXXVI. 

<<But, after him, Cadwallin mightily 

On his Sonne Edwin all those wrongs shaU wreake; 

Ne shaU avaHe the wicked sorcery 

' > Fordanntf undone. ' iZoM, me. * JB^at, bom. * Aatp, pitjr. 

XXXV. 2. — Proud EihddredJ] In this stania we have a gliminering 
of authentic hisCoiy. In the be^nning of the seventh oentory, Ethel- 
frith, the king of Bernicia, defeated the Welsh nnder Broemai], near 
Bangor, with great slaughter. TSamer^g An glo-Saxon s, yol. i. 333. — 
But this was not until after the death of St. Augustine, who introduced 
Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons. 

XXXVI. l.^CadwaUin mightily.] In 633, Edwin, the khig of 
Northumbria, was defeated by Cadwallon, king of North Wales, Mtf 
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Of false Pellite his puiposes to breake, 
But him shall slay, and on a gallowes bleak 
Shall give th' enchaunter his unhappy hire : 
Then shall the Britons, late dismayd and weake, 
From their long vassallage gin to respire. 

And on their Paynim foes avenge their ranckled ire. 
XXXVII. 
^' Ne shall he yet his wrath so mitigate, 
TiU both the sonnes of Edwin he have slayne, 
Offiicke and Osricke, twinnes unfortunate. 
Both slaine in battaile upon Laybume playne, 
Together with the king of Louthiane, 
Hight ^ Adm, and the kmg of Orkeny, 
Both ioynt partakers of their fatall payne : 
But Penda, fearefiill of like desteney, 

Shall jrield himselfe his liegeman, and sweare fealty : 
XXXVlll. 
'^ Him shall he make his fatall instrument 
T' afflict the other Saxons unsubdewd : 
He marching forth with iiiry insolent 
Against the good king Oswald, who indewd 
With heavenly powre, and by angels leskewd. 
All holding crosses in thdr hands on hye, 
Shall him defeate withouten blood imbrewd : 
Of which that field for endlesse menuxy 

Shall Hevenfield be cald to all post^ty. 
XXXIX. 
" Whereat Cadwallin wroth shall forth i 
And an huge hoste mto Northumber lead, 

1 EKghtj called. 



XXXVni. 4,—Ki7tg Oswald.] In 634, Cadwallon wu totally ( 
ftifted by Oawild, king of Bemici&, and alain in battle. 
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With which he godly Oswald shall subdew, 
And ciowne with martiredome his sacred head : 
Whose brother Oswin, daunted with like dread. 
With price of silver shall his kingdome buy ; 
And Penda, seeking him adowne to tread. 
Shall tread adowne, and doe him fowly dye ; 

But shall with gifts his lord Cadwallin pacify. 
XL. 
''Then shall Cadwallm die ; and then the raine 
Of Britons eke with him attonce shall dye ; 
Ne shall the good Cadwallader, with paine 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy, 
When the fiill time, prefixt by destiny. 
Shall be expird of Britons re^ment ^ : 
For Heven itselfe shall their successe enrf , 
And them with plagues and muirins pestilent 

Consume, till all their warlike puissaunce be spent. 
XLI. 
'' Yet after all these sonowes, and huge hills 
Of dying people, during eight yeares space, 
CadwaUader, not yielding to his ills. 
From Annoricke, where long m wretched cace 
He liv'd, retouming to hb native place, 
Shal be by vision staide fiom his intent : 
For th' Heavens have decreed to displace 
The Britons for their sinnes dew punishment, 

And to the Saxons over-give' their government. 
XLII. 
'' Then woe, and woe, and everlastmg woe, 
Be to the Briton babe that shal be borne 
To live in thraldome of his ftithers foe ! 

1 JlilfiiiMiif , goTenuDent * Ovet'giv, giTe o?er. 
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Late king, now captive; late lord, now fixdaDie^; 
The worids lepioch ; the croell victora seocne^ 
Bani^ from princely bowie to wastefiil woodl 
O! who shall hetpe me to lament and moume 
The loyall seed, the Antique Trojan blood. 

Whose empre lenger^ here then ever any stood! " 
XIHL 
The Damzell was M deepe empasskmed 
Both fiiMr his giiefe, and foe her peoples sake^ 
Whose fiiture woes so plaine he 6shkmed ; 
And, sighmg sore, at length him thus bespake ; 
'' Ah ! but will Hevens fiuy never slake, 
Nor vengeaunce huge relent itselfe at last ? 
WiU not long misery late meicy make, 
But shall their name far ev^ be de&ste, 

And quite fiom off the earth their memory be note'? " 
XLIV. 
" Nay but the teime," sayd he, " is limited. 
That m this tfaraldome Ritons shall abide ; 
And the iust revolution measured 
That they as straungers shal be notifide : 
For twise fiywre hundreth yeaios shal be supplide, 
Ere they to fimner rule restored shal bee. 
And their importune ^ iates all satisfide : 
Yet, during this their most ohscuritee, [may see. 

Their beanM» shall cite breake forth, that men them fiura 
XLV. 
" For Rhodoricke, whose surname shal be Great, 
Shall of himselfe a brave ensample shew. 
That Saxon kings his fiienddup shall intreat; 

1 Foriome^ rained. * RomU, enaed. 

• Lmg^Tj kmaer. « fwjuiHwnj, lUl of IiotUb. 
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And Howell Dba shall goodly wdl indew 
The salvage mkids with skill of iust and trew: 
Then Giifl^ Conan also shdl upreare 
His dreaded head, uid the old spaikes renew 
Of native corage, that his foes shall feare 

Least backe agame the fcangdom he fixxn them should heare. 
XLVI. 
" Ne shall the Saxons selves aO peaceably 
Enioy the crowne, which they fiom Britons wonne 
First iB, and after raled wickedly : 
For, ere two hundred yeares be iiill outronne, 
There shall a Raven, &r fiom rising sunne, 
With his wide wings upon them fiercely fly, 
And bid his Uthlesse chickens ^ overronne 
The fiuitfiall plaines, and with fell cmdty 

In their avenge tread downe the victocs surquedry.' 
XLVII. 
'< Yet shall a Third both these and thine subdew : 
There shall a lion fiom the sea-bord wood 
Of Neustria come roring, with a crew 
Of hungiy whelpes, his battailous bold brood, 
Whose clawes were newly dipt in cruddy ^ blood. 
That fiom the Daniske Tyrants head shall rend 
Th' usurped crowne, as if that he were wood,^ 
And the spoile of the countrey conquered 

Emongst his young ones shaU divide with bountyhed. 

1 FaiikleiMe dUdlcciu, heathen brood. ' Surquedry^ inaolenoe. 
> Cruddy, cnrdled. < Wood, mad. 



XLVl. 5. — Jf JUnen.] This refen to the invasion of the Danea. 
XLVII. 2.— j9 lion.] This is William of Normandy. JVsicifna WM 
the ancient name of the north-west part of France. 
XLVn. 2.-7^ teorbord wood.] The woods bordering on the sea. 
VOL. II. SO 
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" Tho,^ when the teime is fiill accomplishidy 

There shall a spaike of fire, which hath long^^e 

Bene m his ashes raked up and hid. 

Bee fiieshly kindled in the fiuitfiill lie 

Of Mona, where it luiked m esile ; 

Which shall breake forth into bright burning flamey 

And reach into the house that beares the stile 

Of royall maiesty and soveraine name : 
So shall the Briton blood their crowne againe reclame. 
XLIX. 

'^ Thenceforth etemall union shall be made 

Betweene the nations different afore, 

And sacred Peace shall lovingly persuade 

The warlike minds to leame her goodly lore. 

And civile armes to exercise no more : 

Then shall a Royall Vlrgm raine, which shall 

Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke shore, 

And the great Castle smite so sore withall, 
That it shall make him shake, and shordy learn to fidl : 

L. 

'' But yet the end is not " — There Merlin stayd, 

As overcomen of the spirites powre. 

Or other ghasdy spectacle dismayd, 

1 T%Oy Uwn. 



XLVin. 2.-^T%erB ^aU, dec.] LleweUyn, the last of the natm 
Welsh princes, made an nnsnccessiiil resistance to Edward 1., and 
was defeated and killed. Edward soon after created his own infiunt 
son Prince of Wales. 

XLIX. 6.— j9 Royall Virgm.] This is Queen Elizabeth, who as- 
acted the Belgian proyinces, and defeated the Armada. 
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That secretly be saw, yet note^ discoure^ : 
Which suddein fitt and halfe extatick stoure ^ 
When the two fearefiill wemen saw, they grew 
Gready confused in behaveoure : 
At last, the fiiry past, to former hew 

Hee tumd agame, and chearfull looks as earst ^ did shew. 

U. 
Then, when themselves they well instructed had 
Of all that needed them to be inquird, 
They both, conceiving hope of comfort glad, 
With lighter hearts unto their home retird ; 
Where they in secret counsell close conspird, 
How to effect so hard an enterprize. 
And to possesse ^ the purpose they desird : 
Now this, now that, twixt them they did devize, 

And diverse plots did frame to maske in strange disguise. 

LIl. 
At last the nourse m her fool-hardy wit 
Conceived a bold devise, and thus bespake ; 
^' Daughter, I deeme that counsel aye most fit. 
That of the time doth dew advauntage take : 
Ye see that good king Uther now doth make 
Strong warre upon the Paynim brethren, hight ® 
Octa and Oza, whome hee lately brake 
Be^de Cayr Verolame in victorious fight. 

That now all Britany doth bume in armes bright. 



* JVoea, could not * Earsty before. 

' Disetmrey diaeoyer. ' Passessey aceompliih. 

' Stourty parozyBm. * Hight, called. 

LU. S—Kxng Uthar.] He, it will be remembered, was the ftther 
of Prince Arthur. See anU, stanza XXVII. 
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LUI. 
<f That therefixe nought our passage may empeach,^ 
Let us in fisigned amies ourselves ifisguize. 
And our weake hands (Need makes good schoDen) 

teach 
The dreadful speaie and shield to exercize: 
Ne certes,^ daughter, that same warlike wize, 
I weene, would you misseeme ; fiir je beene tall 
And large of limbe t* atchieve an hard emprize ; 
Ne ought je want but skil, which practize small 

Win bring, and shortly make you a Mayd fnaitiall- 

LIV. 
'^ And, sooth,^ it oug^t your corage much inflame 
To heare so often, m that royall hous, 
From whence to none inferior ye came, 
Bards tell of many wemen valorous. 
Which have iiiU many feats adventurous 
Performd, in paragone ^ of proudest men : 
The bold Bunduca, whose victcxious 
Exployts made Rome to quake ; stout Guendolen ; 

Renowmed Mania ; and redoubted Elmmilen ; 

LV. 
'^ And, that which more then all the rest may sway. 
Late dayes ensample, which these eies bdield : 
In the last field before Menevia, 
Which Uth» with those focrem Pagans hdd, 

> Empeaeh, (tmpeeher, Fr.,) preyent * Cntei, oertainlf . 

* &Nrf4, truly. « Pom^mw, liywiij. 



LIV. 7.— BoU Btatduea.] Or BoMlicea, of whom ne book II. 
canto X. fltum LIV. ChimdoUn ia mentioiied in the nme canto, 
■tanza XVII., and Martia in atanza XLII. 
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I saw a Saxon virgio, tfae which &ld 
Great Ulfin dniae upon the bloody pbyiie; 
And, had not Carados her hand withheld 
From laah levchge, she had him surely slajne ; 

Yet Carados himselfe fiom her escapt with payne." 

LVI. 
« Ah ! read,^ " quoth Britomart, " how is she hig^t*?" 
** Fayre Angela," quoth she, '' men do her call, 
No whit lesse &jfe then ^ tenible in 6ght : 
She hath the leading of a maitiall 
And miglttie peojde, dreaded more then^ aH 
The other Saxons, which doe, for her sake 
And love, themselves of her name Angles call. 
Therefore, faire Infant, her ensample make 

Unto thyselfe, and equall corage to thee take." 
LVII. 
Her harty ^ wordes so deepe into the mynd 
Of the young Damzell sunke, that great desiie 
Of warlike armes in her forthwith they tjrnd,^ 
And generous stout courage did inspyre, 
That she resolv'd, unweeting ® to her syre, 
Advent'rous knighthood on herselfe to don ^ ; 
And counseld with her nourse her maides attyre 

1 Reoii, explain. ' T^iut, kindled. 

' Mghtf called. * Unweeting , unknown. 

* 3Vi», than. ' Dmi^ do on, pot on. 

* Hmtiff hearty, aealooa. 



LV . 5. — j9 Saxtm virgin.] ** This Saxon Tirgin ia, I believe, entirelj 
of Spenaer'a own feigninip." — Uptow. 

LVI. 7. — AngUs.] The Angles were a German tribe who aided the 
Sazona in aabjngating Britain. Spenaer'a derivation of the name 
leminda ua of that he givea of Germany, in book 11. canto X. atansa 

xxn. 

20* 
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To tume mto a massy habergeon ^ ; 

And bad her all things put m readmess anon. 
Lvra. 
Th' old woman nought that needed did omit ; 
But all thinges did conveniently purvay. 
It f(»rtuned (so time their tume did fitt) 
A band of Britons, ryding on forray 
Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 
Of Saxon goods ; enK»gst the which was seene 
A goodly armour, and full rich aray, 
Which long'd ^ to Angela, the Saxon queene, 

All fretted^ round with gold and goodly wel beseene. 
LIX. 
The same, with all the other ornaments, 
King Ryence caused to be hanged by 
In his chiefe church, for endlesse moniments 
Of his successe and gladfiill victoiy : 
Of which herselfe avizing * readily. 
In th' evening late old Glance thether led 
Faire Britomart, and, that same armory 
Downe taking, her therein appareled 

Well as she might, and with brave bauldrick ^ garnished. 
LX. 
Beside those amies there stood a mightie speare, 
Which Bladud made by magick art of yore, 
And usd the same in batteill aye to beare ; 
Sith® which it had beene here preserved in store, 

> Habergeon, sleeyelefls coat of mail ; dimiiratiye of kmkerk. 
' Long'df belonged. ' Fretted, wrought with firei-work. 

* jMnmgy bethinking. * Banddriekt belt. < Sitk, wince. 



LX.2.— BbHlHii.] Of Bladad, see book II. canto X. Btmxa XXV. 
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For his great virtues proved long afine : 

For never wight so fiist in sell ^ could sit, 

But him perforce unto the ground it bore : 

Both speare she tooke and shield which hong by h ; 
Both speare and shield of great powre, for her purpose fit. 

LXL 

Thus when she had the Viipn all arayd. 

Another hamesse which did hang thereby 

About herselfe she dight,^ that the yong Mayd 

She might in equall annes accompany, 

And as her Squyre attend her careiiilly: 

Tho^ to their ready steedes they clombe fiiU light ; 

And through back waies, that none might them espy, 

C!overed with secret cloud of silent night. 
Themselves they forth convaid, and passed fixrwaid right. 
LXII. 

Ne rested they, till that to Faeiy Lond 

They came, as Merlin them directed late : 

Where, meetbg with this Redcrosse Knight, she fixnd 

Of diverse thmges discourses to dilate,^ 

But most of Arthegall and his estate. 

At last their wayes so fell, that they mote part: 

Then each to other, welP affectionate, 

Frendship professed with unfained hart : 
The Redcrosse Knight diverst ^ ; but forth rode Britomart. 

> SeUf siddle. * DUaU, enlarge apon. 

' Digkt, ]rat, dkpoie. * Well^ very, like the French Kan. 

' T%o, then. * Dherstf diverged, tamed off. 
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CANTO IV. 



Bold Maiinell of BritomBit 
Is throwne on the Rich Strond : 

Faire Florimell of Arthur is 
Long followed, but not fond. 

1. 
Whebb is the iotique gloiy now become, 
That whylome^ wont in wemen to appeaie? 
Where be the brave atchievements doen by some? 
Where be the batteiUes, wh^« the shield and speare, 
And all the ccmquests which them high did reare, 
That matter made for famous poets verse. 
And boastfiill men so oft abasht to heare ? 
Beene they all dead, and laide in dolefiill herse ? 
Or doen they onely sleepe, and shall againe reverse'? 

n. 
If they be dead, then woe is me therefore ; 
But if they sleepe, O let them soone awake! 
For all too long I bume with envy sore 
To heare the warlike feates which Homere spake 
Of bold Penthesilee, which made a lake 
Of Greekish blood so ofte in Trojan plaine ; 

^ Whylomef fonnerly. ' lUcerse^ return. 



n. 5. — Bold PentkesUeeJ] Penthesilea is not mentioned by Homer. 
She came to the assistance of Priam during the latter yean of the 
IVojan war. 
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But when I reade, how stout Debora stroke 
Pkoud Sisera, and how CamiU' hath siaine 

The huge OrsBochus, I swell with great disdainew 

m. 
Tet these, and all that ds had puissaunce, 
Cannot with noMe Btiuxnart compare, 
Aswell lor gloiie of great valiaunce, 
As ix pure ehastitee and vertue rare, 
That all her goodly deedes doe well declare. 
Well worthie stock, from which the branches sprang 
That in late yeares so fiure a Mossome bare, 
As thee, O Queene, the mattor of my song, 

Whose lignage from this Lady I derive along ! 

IV. 
Who when, through speaches with the Redcrosse Knight, 
She learned had th' estate of Arthegall, 
And in each point herselfe informd ari^t, 
A fiiendly league of love perpetuall 
She with him bound, and conge ^ todce withalL 
Then he Ibrth on his iouroey did proceede. 
To seeke adventures which mote him befall, 
And win him w(»ship through his warlike deed, 

Which alwaies of his paines he made the chiefest meed* 

V. 
But Britomart kept on her fiimier course, 

^ Gn^, ftieweU. 



n. 7.— ftpitf Deftora stroke,} This wai done bj Jael, and not 
Debonh. See Jndges it. 21. 

n. 9.-01^ OrsOoekus.} He wae kiDed by Cftmilk, w mentxnied 
in the Aneid, book VI., €90. 

m. 8. — O Qhmim.] Queen Elizabeth. 

IV. 9. — Wkiek oltooiw, Ac.] Which (that ia, wonhip or renown) 
he alwaja esteemed the principal reward of his pains or perils. 
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Ne ever dofie ^ her aimes ; but all the way 

Grew pensive through that amorous discourse, 

By which the Redcrosse Knight did earst^ dis[day 

Her Lovers shape and chevalrous aray : 

A thousand thoughts she fashiond in her mind ; 

And in her feignbg fancie did pourtray 

Him, such as fittest she for love could find. 

Wise, wariike, personable, courteous, and kind. 
VI. 
With such selfe-pleasmg thoughts her wound she fedd. 
And thought so to beguile her grievous smart ; 
But so her smart was much more grievous bredd. 
And the deepe wound more deep engord her hart. 
That nought but death her dolour ^ mote depart.^ 
So forth she rode, without repose or rest, 
Searchmg all lands and each remotest part. 
Following the guydance of her blinded guest, 

Till that to the sea-coast at length she her addrest.^ 
VII. 
There she alighted fixxn her light-foot beast, 
And, sitting downe upon the rocky shore, 
Badd her old Squyre unlace her lofty creast : 
Tho,® having vewd awhile the surges hore 
That gainst the craggy cliAs did loudly rore. 
And in their raging surquediy ^ disdaynd 
That the fast earth affionted ^ them so sore, 
And their devouring covetize restraynd ; 

Thofeat she sighed deepe, and after thus complaynd: 

> DefU, put off. * Addrest^ directed her comae. 

' Earst, before. • Tko^ then. 

' DaUmr, grief. ^ Sttrquedry^ insolenoe. 

* Depart, remove. * Affronted, opposed. 



yi.8.^HerbUndedguesi.^ Lore. 
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vm. 
<' Huge sea of sqrow and tempestuous giiefe, 
Wherem my feeble baike is tossed long 
Far from the hoped haven of reliefer 
Why doe thy cruel bSlowes beat so strong, 
And thy moyst mountaines each on others thrcmg, 
Thieatnbg to swallow up my fearefiill lyfe 7 
O, doe thy cniell wrath and spightfiill wrong 
At length allay, and stmt ^ thy stonny strife, 

Which in these troubled bowels raignes and rageth lyfe ! 

IX. 
** For els my feeble vessell, crazd and crackt 
Through thy strong buffets and outrageous blowes, 
Cannot endure, but needes it must be wrackt 
On the rough rocks, or on the sandy shall6wes, 
The whiles that Love it steres, and Fortune rowes : 
Love, my lewd ^ pilott, hath a restlesse minde ; 
And Fortune, boteswaine, no assuraunce knowes ; 
But saile withouten staixes gainst tyde and winde : 

How can they other doe, sith^ both are bold and blinde ! 

X. 
<' Thou god of windes, that ndgnest in the seas, 
That raignest also in the continent, 
At last blow up some gentle gale of ease. 
The which may bring my ship, ere it be rent, 
Unto the gladsome port of her intent ! 
Then, wlien I shall myselfe m safety see, 
A table, for etemall moniment 

^ StiiU, itop. ' Lewdj ignonnt ' SUk^ nnoe. 



X. 7. — AtahUySui,] It wu the ciiftom among the Romam for any 
one who had escaped ihipwreek to ezpten hia gratitade hy hanging np, 
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Of thy great grace and my great ieopardee, 
Great Neptune, I avov to haUow onto thee 1 " 
XI. 
Then iaghing sofily sore, and inly deepe, 
She shut up all her plaint in privy griefe ; 
(For her great courage would not let her weepe ;) 
Till that old Glance gan with sharpe repriefe ^ 
Her to restraine, and give her good reliefe 
Through hope of those, which Merlin had her told 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe, 
And fetch thdr bemg fixxn the sacred mould 
Of her immortall womb, to be in heven eniold. 
xn. 
Thus as she her recomforted, she spyde 
Where fiur away one, all in aimour bright, 
With hasty gallop towards her did ryde: 
Her dolour^ soone she ceast, and on her di^' 
Her hdmet, to her courser mounting light: 
Her fixmer sorrow into sudden wrath 
(Both coosen ^ passions of distroubled sprig^t) 
C!onvertmg, forth she b«ates the dusty path : 
Love and despight attonce her ccnrage kindled hath. 
XIIL 
As, when a ibggy mist hath overcast 
The &ce of heven and the cleare ayre engroste/ 
The woild in daiknes dwels ; till that at last 
The watiy southwbde fiom the seabcHrd coste 

^ Reprice, reproof. < DoUmty grief. * i>V^» pot. 
* Cooaen^ kindred. * EngrosU, made thick. 



ia the temple of Neptnne, a tablet or picture representiiig the < 
■tuices of hiB danger and escape. 
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Upblowing doth disperse the vapour lo'ste,^ 
And poures icselfe fiMth in a stormy showre; 
So the feyie Britomart, having discloste^ 
Her dowdy care into a wrathfiiU stowre,^ 

The mist of griefe dissolved did into vengeance powie. 
XIV. 
I^itsoones,^ her goodly shield addressmg^ fiiyie, 
That mortall speare she m her hand did take^ 
And unto battaill did herselfe prepayie. 
The Knight, approching, stemely her bespake ; 
** Sir Knight, that doest thy voyage rashly make 
By this forbidden way in my despight, 
Ne doest by otliers death ensample take ; 
I read® thee soone retjrre, whiles thou hast might. 

Least afterwards it be too late to take thy flight'' 
XV. 
Tthrild ^ with deepe disdame of his proud threat. 
She shortly thus ; <' Fly they, that need to fly ; 
Wordes fearen ® babes : I meane not thee entreat 
To passe ; but maugre ^ thee will passe (»r dy : " 
Ne lenger *® stayd for th' other to reply. 
But with sharpe speare the rest made dearly knowne. 
Strongly the straunge Knight ran, and sturdily 
Strooke her fiill on the brest, that made her downe 

Declme her head, and touch her crouper with her crown. 

> Lo'sU, diaaoWed. • Read, advise. 

* DudosU, unclofledy let loose. "f Ythrild, thrilled, pierced, moTed. 
' Aovrs, pution. " Fearen, frighten. 

* IJUootuSf immediately. * MoMgre, in ipite of. 

* Adirtttingy adjusting. ^ Lerngtr, longer. 



XIV. 6. — Tku forbidden tpoy.] In the romances of chiTaliy, it it 
not imiveqoent for a knight to station himself at some paitienlar spot, 
and to compel evexy one who passes to jonst with him. 
VOL. II. 21 
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XVI. 

But she againe him in the shield did smite 

With so fierce fiirie and great puissaimce, 

That, through his three-square scuchin^ peicmg quite 

And through his mayled hauberque,^ by mischaunce 

The \^4cked Steele through his left side did glaunce: 

Him so transfixed she beibre her bore 

Beyond his croupe, the length of all her launce ; 

TiU, sadly soucmg^ on the sandy shore, 

He tombled on an heape, and wallowd in his gore. 
XVII. 
Like as the sacred oxe that carelesse stands 
With gilden homes and flowiy girlcxids crownd, 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bandes, 
Whiles th' altars fume with frankincense axownd, 
All suddeinly with mortall stroke astownd 
Doth groveling fall, and with his streaming gore 
Distaines the piUours and the holy grownd, 
And the faire flowres that decked him afore : 

So fell proud Marinell upon the Pretious Shore. 
XVIII. 
The mardall Mayd stayd not him to lament, 
But forward rode, and kept her ready way 
Along the Strond ; which, as she over-went, 
She saw bestrowed all with rich aray 
Of pearies and pretious stones of great assay,^ 
And all the gravell mixt with golden owre : 
Whereat she wondred much, but would not stay 
For gold, or pedes, or pretious stones, an howro, 

But them despised all ; for^all was in her powie. 

' Sauhmj escutcheon on his shield. 

* Bmberquef eleevelen cost of mail. ' Samdngf ftllinf. 

* Asmiff Talue. * Far^ notwithstanding 
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XIX. 
Whiles thus he hj in deadly stODisbment, 
Tydmgs hereof came to his modiers eare ; 
His mother was the blacke-browd Cymoent, 
The daughter of great Nereus, which did beaie 
This warlike sonne unto an earthly peare. 
The fiunous Dumarin ; who on a day 
Findmg the nymph asleepe m secret wheare,^ 
As he by chaunce did wander that same way^ 
Was taken with her love, and by her closely lay. 

XX. 
There he this Knight of her begot, whom borne 
She, of his father, Maiinell did name ; 
And in a rocky cave as wight foilorae 
Long time she fostred up, till he became 
A mighty man at armes, and mickle^ fame 
Did get through great adventures by him donne : 
For never man he sufired by that same 
Rich Strond to travell, whereas he did wonne,' 
But that he must do battail with the Seaniymphes soone. 
XXI. 
An hundred Knights of honorable name 
He had subdew'd, and them his vassals made: 
That through all Faerie Lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all invade. 
That none durst passen through that perilous glade : 
And, to advaunce his name and glory more, 

> WkMn, retiied place. * MickU, much. ' ITomm, dweU. 



XX. 2,^ManiuU.'] Upton conjectorefl that Lord Howard, the 
Lord High Admiral of England, is imaged under the character of 
MarineU, and that there is, in itanza XXII., an alloiion to the rich 
priies taken hy him firom the Spaniards. 
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Her sea-god syre she deaiely did perswade 

T' endow her sonne with threasure and rich sloce 

Bove all the sonnes that were of earthly wombes yboie.^ 

xxn. 
The god did graunt his daughters deare demamid. 
To doen his nephew^ in all liches j9ow: 
Eitsoones^ his heaped waves he did conunaiind 
Out of their hollow bosome forth to throw 
All the huge threasure, which the sea below 
Had m his greedy gulfe devoured deepe. 
And him enriched through the overthrow 
And wreckes of many wretches, which did weepe 

And often wayle thdr wealth which he fiomdiem didkeepe. 
XXIII. 
Shordy upon that Shore there heaped was 
Exceeding riches and all pretious things. 
The spoyle of all the world ; that it did pas^ 
The wealth of th' East, and pompe of Penian king^: 
(Sold, amber, yvorie, pedes, owches,^ rings, 
And all that els was pretious and deare, 
The sea unto him voluntary brings ; 
That shordy he a great Lord did appeare. 

As was in all the Lond of Faery, or elsewheare. 
XXIV. 
Thereto <^ he was a doughty dreaded Knight, 
Tryde often to the scath of many deare, 
That none m equall armes him matchen mi^t : 
The which his mother seemg gan to feare 

* Yhore, born. * Pag, waipnm. 

' JVepAeiff, gnukdflon. * OtodUr, jewek. 

* tjfitoones, immedwtely. * Thereto, bMidM. 

XXIV. 2.— Tryde qften, Ac.] Often dearljr tried to tli» scatk m 
hort of numy. 
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Least his too haugbtie hardmes ^ might reaie 
Some hard mishap in hazard of his life : 
Fcnthy^ she oft him couaseld to forbears 
The bloody batteill, and to stirre up strife, 

But after all his warre to rest his wearie knife: 
XXV. 
And, fer his more assuraunce, she inquir'd 
One day of Proteus by his mighty spell 
(For Proteus was with prophecy inspir'd) 
Her deare sonnes destiny to her to teO, 
And the sad end of her sweet Marinell : 
Who, through foresight of his etemall skill, 
Bad her from womankind to keepe him well ; 
For of a woman he should have much ill ; 

A Virgm straunge and stout him should dismay' or kill. 
XXVI. 
Forthy ^ she gave him warning every day 
The love of women not to entertaine ; 
A lesson too, too hard for living clay, 
From love in course of nature to refraine ! 
Yet he his mothers lore did well retaine. 
And ever from fayre Ladies love did fly ; 
Tet many Ladies feyre did oft complaine, 
That they for love of him would algates * dy : 

Dy, whoso list for him, he was Loves enimy« 
XXVII. 
But ah ! who can deceive his destiny, 
Or weene by warning to avoyd his fate ? 
That, when he sleepes in most security 
And safest seemes, him soonest doth amate,^ 

> BkrdineSf boldness. * Fortity^ therefore. * DuiiMiy, defttt 
« Algates, at any rate. * JhnaUf rabdae. 
21 • 
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And findeth dew effect or soone or kte ; 
So feeble is the powre of fleshly anne ! 
His mother bad him wemens love to hate, 
For she of womans force did feare no haime; 

So weening to have ann'd him, she did quite HMamift- 
xxvm. 
TUs was that woman, this that deadly wownd, 
That Proteus prophecide should him dismay ; 
The which his mother vamely did expownd 
To be hart-wownding love, which should assay 
To bring her sonne unto his last decay. 
So tickle^ be the termes of mortall state 
And fiiU of subtile sophismes, which doe play 
With double sences, and with &lse debate, 

T' approve the unknowen purpose of etemall fiue. 
XXIX. 
Too tiew the famous Marinell it fownd ; 
Who, through late uiall, on that Wealthy Strand 
Inglorious now lies in sencelesse swownd. 
Through heavy stroke of Briuxnartis bond. 
Which when his mother deare did understond. 
And heavy tidings heard, whereas she playd 
Amongst her watiy sisters by a pond. 
Gathering sweete daffiidillyes, to have made 

Gay girlonds from the sun their forfaeads fayr to shade; 
XXX. 
Eftsoones ^ both flowres and girionds &r away 
She flong, and her fairo deawy lockes yrent ; 
To sorrow huge she tumd her foimer play, 

' TickUf ancertain. ' EftsoonsM^ iminediately. 



XXVIII. 8.— Folfe debaU.} Contert or unceitun^ between tfpo 
meuungs. 
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And gamesom merth to grievous dieriment^ : 
Shee threw herselfe downe on the continent^' 
Ne word did speake, but lay as m a swowne, 
Whiles all her sisters did for her lament 
With yellbg outcries, and with shrieking sowne ; 

Knd eyeiy one did teare her girlond from her crowne. 
XXXI. 
Soone as she up out of her deadly fitt 
Arose, she bad her charett to be brought ; 
And all her sisters, that with her did sitt, 
Bad eke attonce their charetts to be sought : 
Tho,3 fiiU of bitter griefe and pensive thought, 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the rest, 
And forth together went, with sorow fraught : 
The waves obedient to theyre beheast 

rhem yielded ready passage, and th^ rage suiceasL^ 
XXXII. 
Grreat Neptune stoode amazed at their sight, 
Whiles on his broad rownd backe they softly slid, 
And eke himselfe moumd at their moumfiil plight, 
Tet wist not what their wailing ment, yet did, 
For great compassion of their sorow, bid 
His mighty waters to tliem buxome ^ bee : 
Eftesoones ^ the roaring billowes still abid,^ 
And all the griesly monsters of the see 

Stood gaping at their gate,® and wondred them to see. 
XXXIII. 
A teme of dolphins raunged in aray 
Drew the smooth charett of sad Cymoent ; 
They were all taught by Triton to obay 

* Dreriment^ Borrow. * BvxamSf yielding. 

* ConHnaU, groand. * Eftesoones, immediately. 

* T%Of then. ' Akid, abode, or remained. 

« SMTeeoMtj entirely oeawd. " OoCf , proocssioD, <ff punge* 
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To the long raynes at her commaundement: 
As swifte as swallowes on the waves they went. 
That their biode flaggy^ 6nnes no fixne did reare, 
Ne bubling rowndell^ they behinde them seat ; 
The rest, of other fishes drawen weaie, 

Which with th^ finny oars the swelling sea did sheaie.' 
XXXIV. 
Soone as they bene airiv'd upon the brim 
Of the Rich Stiond, their charets they forlore,^ 
And let their teroed ^ fishes softly swim 
Aloag the margent of the fomy shore, 
Least they their finnes should biuze, and smbate' 

sore 
Their tender feete upon the stony grownd : 
And commmg to the place, where all in gore 
And cruddy*^ blood enwallowed they fownd 

The lucklesse Marinell lying in deadly swownd, 
XXXV. 
His mother swowned thrise, and the third time 
Could scarce recovered bee out of her paine ; 
Had she not beene devoide of mortall slime,® 
She should not then have bene relyv'd^ agame: 
But, soone as life recovered had the raine, 
Shee made so piteous mone and deare wayment,^^ 
That the hard rocks could scarce from tears refraine : 
And all her sister nymphes with one consent 

Supplide her sobbmg breaches with sad complement. 

^ Flaggy, loose. * Aurbote, batter. 

' Rownddl, babbles, or eluten of foam. ^ Cruddy, curdled. 

' Sheart^ divide. * SUme^ clay. 

« FoTloTty lea. • Rdyv'df brought to life. 

* Temeif, yoked in a team. ^^ IFaymeiii, lamentatum. 



XXXV. S,-^And aU her sister nymphes^ &c.] Her aiiter njmplM 
fill up the intenrala of her aobbing with their own lamentatioiM. 



C. IT. TRK FAERIE qUSENS. 5249 

XXXVI. 

'* Deare image of mysdfe/' she sajd, '< that is 

The wretched sonne of wretched mother home, 

Is this thine high advauncement? O ! is this 

Th' immortall name, with which thee yet unbome 

Thy grandsire Nereus promist to adome ? 

Now lyest thou of life and honor refle ^ ; 

Now lyest thou a lumpe of earth forlorae ; 

Ne of thy late life memcny is lefte ; 
Ne can thy inevocable desteny bee wefte !' 
XXXVII. 

'^ Fond^ Proteus, father of false prophecis ! 

And they more fond ^ that credit to thee give ! 

Not this the worke of womans hand ywis,^ 

That so deepe wound through these deare memben 
drive. 

I feared love ; but they that love doe live ; 

But they that dye, doe nether love nor hate : 

Nath'lesse to thee thy felly I fergive ; 

And to myselfe, and to accursed fate, 
The guilt I doe ascribe : deare wisedom bought too late ! 
XXXVIII. 

" O ! what availes it of immortaH seed 

To beene ybredd ^ and never borne to dye ? 

Farre better I it deeme to die with speed 

Then ^ waste in woe and waylfiill miserye : 

Who dyes, the utmost dolor' doth abye ® ; 

But who that lives, is leite to waile his losse : 

So life is losse, and death felicity : 

* R^f deprived. ' WeftBf wuTed, or avoided. 

' Fond, foolish. * YwUf rarely. 

* To btene ybrtdd^ to h&ve been bred, or created. 

• Tim, than. ^ Duior^ grief. > Ah^ abide, endure. 
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Sad life worse than glad death ; and greater croase 
To see freads gOLve^ then dead the grave selfeto engrosBe.^ 
XXXIX. 
'< But if the heavens did his days envie. 
And my short blis maligne^ ; yet mote they well 
Thus much affixd me, ere that he did die. 
That the dim ^es of my deare Marinell 
I mote have closed, and him bed farewell^ 
Sith ^ other offices (of mother meet 

They would not graunt 

Yett ! maulgre ^ them, farewell, my sweetest Sweet ! 
Farewell, my sweetest Sonne, sith ^ we no more shall meet!" 

XL. 
Thus when they all had soiowed thdr fill. 
They softly gan to search his griesly wownd : 
And, that they might him handle more at will. 
They him disarmd ; and, spredding on the gniwnd 
Their watchet ^ mantles fiindgd with silver rownd. 
They softly wipt away the gelly blood 
From th' orifice ; which having well upbownd, 
They pourd in soveraine balme and nectar good. 
Good both for erthly med'cine and for hevenly food. 

XU. 
Tho,® when the lilly-handed liagore 
(This liagore whilome'' had learned skill 
In leaches craft, by great Apolloes lore, 
Sith^ her whilome'' upon high Pindus hill 

' EngroMBy occupy. * Waieket,hhse. 

' Maligne, grudge. ' Tho, then. 

' Siih, since. ? WhiUntu^ formerly. 
* Maulgre, in spite of. 

XXXVIII. 8. — And greater crosse, &c.] < And 'tis a greater mia- 



C. IT. THE FABBIE tiUXENK. 851 

He loved, and at last her in^ombe did fill 
With hevenly seed, whereof wise Peon sprong,) 
Did fede his poise, shee knew there staied still 
Some litle life his feeble sprites emong ; 

Which to his mother tdd, despeyre she fiom her flong. 
XUl. 
Tlio,^ up him taking in their tender hands, 
They easely unto her charett beare: 
Her teme at her commaundement quiet stands. 
Whiles they the corse into her wagon reare. 
And strowe with flowres the lamentable beare : 
Then all the rest into their coches clim, 
And through the brackish waves their passage sheare'; 
Upon great Neptunes necke they sofUy swim. 

And to her watiy chamber swiftly cany him. 
XLIII. 
Deepe in the bottome of the sea, her bowre^ 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped bye. 
Like to thicke clouds that threat a stormy showre, 
And vauted ^ all within like to the skye. 
In which the gods doe dwell eternally: 
There they him laide in easy couch well dight^ ; 
And sent in haste for Tryphon, to apply 
Salves to his wounds, and medicmes of might : 

For Tryphon of sea-gods the soveraine leach is bight.' 

> 7V>,then. * Vamted, ywaltBd, 

* Sluare, cut * Dighty disposed. 

* Boiore, chamber, dwelling. ' HiglUf called. 



Ibrtane to see the graye of a friend, than, dead, to engroM or occupy 
the grave itself/ 

XLIII. 9. — For TVyphon of tta-godt, &c.] Trjphon's medical 
diploma is of Spenser's own conferring. There is no " leech of the 
■ea-gods " ill classical mythology. 
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XLIV. 

The whiles the nymphes mtt all about him xownd, 
Lamenting his mishap and heavy plight ; 
And ofie his mother, vewing his wide wownd. 
Cursed the hand that did so deadly smigfat 
Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts delight: 
But none of all those curses overtooke 
The warlike Maide, th' ensample of that might ; 
But &yrely well she thiyvd, and well did brodce^ 

Her noble deedes, ne her right course for ought forsooke. 
XLV. 
Yet did false Archimage her stiU puxsew, 
To bring to passe his mischievous mtent. 
Now that he had her singled from the crew 
Of courteous Knights, the Prince and Fary gent,* 
Whom late m chace of Beauty excellent 
Shee lefte, pursewing that same foster ^ strong ; 
Of whose fowle outrage they impatient. 
And fiill of fiiy zele, him followed long, 

To reskew her from shame, and to revenge her wrong. 
XLVl. 
Through thick and thin, through mountains and thiou^ 
playns, 

> Brooky bear. * Gent, accomplished. ' Foster, forester. 



X LI V. 5. — Her dearest harts delight.'] This portion of the narrative 
is resumed in the eleventh canto of the fourth book. 

XLIV. 7. — 7%' ensample of that might.] Who had given this speci- 
men of her power. 

XLIV. 8— Wdldidhrooke 

Her noble deedes.] Fonnd nothing to reproach herself 
with in her noble deeds. 

XLV. 4.— The Prince and Fary gent.] Prince Arthur and Sir 
Gu^on. The narratiye is resumed from canto I. stanza XVIII. 



0* m THS FAEBDB <iUE£NE. S58 

Those two great ChampiODS did attonce pursew 
The fearefuU Damzell with incessant payas ; 
Who fiom them fled, as light-foot hare from vew 
Of hunter swifte and sent ^ of howndes trew* 
At last they came unto a double way ; 
Where, doubtfull which to take, her to reskiw, 
Themselves they did dispart,^ each to assay 

Whether more happy were to win so, goodly pray. 
XLVII. 
But Tlmias, the Princes gentle Squyre, 
That Ladies love unto his Lord forlent,' 
And with proud envy and indignant yre 
After that wicked foster* fiercely went: 
So beene they Three three sondry wayes ybent : 
But fayrest fortune to the Prince befell ; 
Whose chaunce it was, that soone he did repent, 
To take that way in which that Damozell 

Was fledd afore, affiaid of him as feend of hell. 
XLVIII. 
At last of her far off he gamed vew : 
Then gan he fieshly pricke his fomy steed, 
And ever as he nigher to her drew. 
So evermore he did increase his speed. 
And of each tummg still kept wary heed: 

> Sent, scent ' ForlaUf gave up. 

' Dupart, divide. * Fostery forester. 

XLVU. 5. — TTkey T%ree.J That is, Prince Arthur and Sir Gnyon, 
who were hoth punning the ladj, and Timiaa, who was in chase of the 
forester. 

XLVII. 7.— T%at sotme he did repent,^ This is a parenthesis. It 
ehanoed to Prince Arthur to take the way the lady had gone, which, 
however, he had occasion to repent or regret, because (as will be seen 
directly) his hopes were raised only to be disappointed. 

VOL. n. 22 
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Alowd to her be oftentimes did call 

To doe away vabe doubt and needlesse dreed: 

Full myld to her he spake, and oft let fall 

Many meeke wordes to stay and comfiirt her withalL 
XUX. 
But nothing might relent ^ her hasty flight ; 
So deepe the deadly feare of that foule swaine 
Was earst^ impressed m her gentle spright: 
like as a fearefiiU dove, which through the laine ' 
Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine. 
Having farre off espyde a tassell gent, 
Which after her his nimble winges doth strune, 
Doubleth her hast for feare to bee for-hent,^ 

And with her pineons cleaves the liquid firmament. 
L. 
With no lesse hast, and eke with no lesse dreed. 
That fearefiiU Ladie fledd fiom him that ment 
To her no eviU thought nor evill deed ; 
Yet former feare of being fowly shent^ 
Carried her forward with her first intent : 
And though, oft looking backward, well she vewde 
Herselfe fireed fiom that foster^ insolent. 
And tliat it was a Knight which now her sewde,^ 

Yet she no lesse the Ejiight feard then^ that Villdn rode. 

> Rdenl, slacken. * Skenty outraged. 

" Earstf before. • Foster , foreater. 

' Rome, kingdom, realm. ^ Sewde, panned. 

* For-hent, taken before she " Then, than, 
can escape. 



XLIX. 6. — Tassell gent.] Or tassel gejUle, as it is called in Ro- 
meo and Juliet, act II. scene II. — a kind of gosshawk, called ^enlls, 
from the ease with which it is tamed, and its attachment to man. 
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LI. 
His uncouth ^ shield and straunge amies her dismayd. 
Whose like in Faery Lond were seldom seene ; 
That &st she from him fledd, no lesse afrayd 
Then ^ of wilde beastes if she had chased beene: 
Yet he her followd still with corage keene 
So Icmg, that now the golden Hespenis 
Was mounted high in top of heaven sheene^^ 
And wamd his other brethren ioyeous 

To light their blessed lamps in loves eteniall hous. 

LII. 
All suddemly dim wox ^ the dampish ayre. 
And griesly shadowes covered heaven bright, 
That now with thousand starres was decked fayre : 
Which when the Prince beheld, a lothfuU ^ sight, 
And that perforce, for want of lenger^ light. 
He mote'' surceasse® his suit and lose the hope 
Of his long labour ; he gan fowly wyte ^ 
His wicked fortune that had tumd aslope, 

And cursed Night that reft from him so goodly scope. 

LIII. 
Tho,^^ when her wayes he could no more descry, 
But to and fro at disaventure strayd ; 
Like as a ship, whose lodestar suddeinly 
Covered with clouds her pilott hath dismayd ; 

^ Uncouthf onknowii, strange. ' Lenger, longer. 

* Tkemy than. 7 j^foUf must. 

' SkeaUj shining. " Surceasse, cease from. 

* WoZf waxed. * ^y^ reproach 

* Lod^fiJlf unpleasant. ^ Tho^ then. 



LI. 1 . — Ifis untcfuih skidd.J Prince Arthur's shield, it wiU be recol- 
lected, was covered with a veil. 
UI. 9. — So goodly oeopeJ] So fiur an object. 
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His weaiiaome pursuit parfiirce he stayd. 
And fiom his loftie steed dismounting low 
Did let him forage : downe himselfe he lajd 
Upon the grassy ground to sleepe a throw ^ ; 

The cold earth was his couch, the hard Steele his pillAw* 

LIV. 
But gende Sleepe envyde him any rest ; 
Instead thereof sad sorow and disdaine 
Of his hard hap did vex his noble brest. 
And thousand Fancies bett his ydle brayne 
With their light wings, the sights of semblants' vaine: 
Oft did he wish that Lady iaire mote bee 
His Faery Queene, for whom he did complaine ; 
Or that his Faery Queene were such as shee : 

And ever hasty Night he blamed bitteilie : 

LV. 
*^ Night ! thou foule mother of annoyaunce sad. 
Sister of heavie Death, and nourse of Woe, 
Which wast begot in heaven, but for thy bad 
And brutish shape thrust downe to hell below, 
Where, by the grim floud of Cocytus slow. 
Thy dwelling is in Herebus black hous, 
(Black Herebus, thy husband, is the foe 
Of aU the gods,) where thou ungratious 

Halfe of thy dayes doest lead in horrour hideous ; 
LVI. 
" What had th' Etemall Maker need of thee 
The world in his continuall course to keepe. 
That doest all thinges deface, ne lettest see 
The beautie of his worke ? Indeed in sleepe 
The slouthfiiU body that doth love to steepe 

> T%raw, a wfaUe. * SraiMontf, phantom. 
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His lusdesse ^ limbes, and drowne his baser mind* 
Doth praise thee oft, and oft fiom Stygian deepe 
Calles thee his goddesse^ in his enour blind. 
And great dame Natures handmaide chearing eveiy kind. 

LYU. 
''But well I wote^ that to an heavy hart 
Thou art the roote and nourse of bitter cares, 
Breeder of new, renewer of old smarts : 
Instead of rest thou lendest rayling ^ teares ; 
Instead of sleepe thou sendest troublous feares 
And dreadfiill visions, b the which alive 
The dreary image of sad Death appeares : 
So fiom the wearie spirit thou doest drive 

Desired rest, and men of happmesse deprive. 
LVIII. 
" Under thy mantle black there hidden lye 
Light-shonning Thefte, and traiterous Intent, 
Abhorred Bloodshed, and vile Felony, 
Shameiull Deceipt, and Daunger imminent, 
Fowle Horror, and eke hellish Dreiiment^: 
All these I wote ^ in thy protection bee. 
And light doe shonne, for feare of bebg shent^: 
For light ylike is loth'd of them and thee : 

And all, that lewdnesse ^ love, doe hate the light to see. 

LIX. 
" For day discovers all dishonest wayes, 
And sheweth each thing as it is in deed : 
The prayses of High God he faire displayes. 
And tlis large bountie rightly doth areed^: 

1 iMtUsse, liflUefls. * Shent, blamed, shamed. 

' Wote f know. * Leiodnewe, evil geneially. 

' Ra^ingf roUing, flowing. ^ Areedf teach. 
* Drarimenif sorrow. 

22» 
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Dayes dearest children be the blessed seed 
Which Darimesse shall subdue and heaven win: 
Truth is his daughter ; he her 6i8t did breed 
Most sacred Virgin without spot of sinne : 

Our life is day ; but death with darimesse doth beg^ 

LX. 
'^ Oy when vnH Day then tume to me againe. 
And bring with him his long-expected light ! 
O Titan ! hast to reare thy ioyous waine ; 
Speed thee to spred abroad thy beames bright, 
And chace away this too long lingring Night ; 
Chace her away, fiom whence she came, to hell : 
She, she it is, that hath me done despight : 
There let her with the damned spirits dwell. 

And yield her rowme to Day, that can it goveme well." 

LXI. 
Thus did the Prince that wearie night outweare 
In resdesse anguish and unquiet paine ; 
And earely, ere the Morrow did upreare 
His deawy head out of the ocean mame, 
He up arose, as halfe in great disdaine. 
And clombe imto his steed : So forth he w^dt 
With heavy looke and lumpish ^ pace, that plaine 
In him bewraid great grudge and maltalent ^ : 

His steed eke seemd t' apply his steps to his int^t. 

> Lumpiskf slow. > MaUaleni, ill-will. 



LXI. 9. — Tt^ply kis sUps to his tntent.] To accommodate his pace 
to his state of feeling. 
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CANTO V. 

Prince Arthur hears of Florimell : 
Three fosters ^ Timias wound ; 

Belpbosbe findes him ahnost dead, 
And reareth out of swownd. 

I. 
Wonder it is to see in diverse mindes 
How diversly Love doth his pageaiints play. 
And shewes his powre m variable kindes^: 
The baser wit, whose ydle thoughts alway 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay. 
It sUrreth up to sensuall desire, 
And in lewd slouth to wast his carelesse day ; 
But in brave sprite it kindles goodly fire, 

That to all high desert and honour doth aspire. 
II. 
Ne sufiereth it uncomely Idlenesse 
In his fi'ee thought to build her sluggish nest ; 
Ne sufiereth it thought of ungendenesse 
Ever to creepe into his noble brest ; 
But to the highest and the worthiest 
Liiteth it up that els would lowly fell . 
It lettes not fall, it lettes it not to rest ; 
U lettes not scarse this Prince to breath at all, 

But to his first poursuit him forward still doth call : 

' Fotten^ foresters. ' VaridUe kmdes, Tsrioiis modes. 



n,9,— Bui tokitfrMtpaitrsmi, Ac,] Bee book I. canto IX« stum XY, 
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m. 
Who long time wandred through the forest wyde 
To finde some issue thence; till that at last 
He met a Dwarfe that seemed tenifyde 
With some late perill which he hardly past, 
Or other accident which him aghast ^ ; 
Of whom he asked, whence he lately came. 
And whether now he traveiled so fast : 
For sore he swat, and, ronning through that same 

Thicke forest, was bescracht, and both his feet nig^ lame. 

IV. 
Pantmg for breath, and almost out of hart, 
The Dwaife him answerd ; '' Sir, ill mote I stay 
To tell the same : I lately did depart 
From Faery Court, where I have many a day 
Served a gende Lady of great sway 
And high acoxnpt throughout all Elfin Land, 
Who lately left the same, and tooke this way: 
Her now I seeke ; and if ye understand 

Which way she &red hath, good Sir, tell out of hand.' ^ 

V. 
" What mister wight,^ " saide he, " and how aiayd ? " 
"Royally clad," quoth he, "in cloth of gold, 
As meetest may beseeme a noble mayd ; 
Her fiiire lockes in rich circlet be enrold, 
A iayrer wight did never sunne behold ; 
And on a palfi:ey rydes more white then ^ snow, 
Yet she herselfe is whiter manifold ; 

1 Aghaat, terrified. ' MitUr wights sort of penon. 

* Out of Aoiuty immediately. * Then,ihan. 



m. Z.—He mst a Dwufe.} Wlio thii dwuf wm is told w in bock 

y.owtDn.ttM»iu. 
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The surest signe, whereby ye may her knowi 
Is, that she is the fairest wight alive, I tiow*" 

VI. 
'^ New certes, Swaine," sa^de he, ''such 006, 1 weene. 
Fast flymg t^irough this forest fiom her fe, 
A fixile ill-favoured foster,^ I have seene; 
Herselfe, well as I might, I reskewd tho,' 
But could not stay ^ ; so fast she did foregoe,^ 
Carried away with wbgs of speedy feare." 
'' Ah ! dearest God," quoth he, '' that is great woe, 
And wondrous ruth ^ to all that shall it heare : 
But can ye read," Sir, how I may her finde, or where?'' 

vn. 
" Perdy me lever were to weeten that," 
Saide he, " then ransoroe of the richest Knight, 
Or all the good that ever yet I gat: 
But fiowaid fortune, and too forward^ night, 
Such happinesse did, maulgre, to me spight. 
And fit) me reft both life and light attone.^ 
But, Dwarfe, aread^ what is that Lady bright 
That through this forrest wandreth thus alone ; 
For of her errour straunge I have great ruth ^ and mcne." 

> Faster f forester. ' Read, inform. 

* ThOf then. '' Toofanoardj coming on too ftst 
' Stay, stop, catch. " AtUme, at once. 

* For$go, go fbrwinL * Armtd, daclara. 

* Ridk, pity. 



y II. 1 . — Perdy me lever, &«.] * Indeed 1 woold prefcrto know that, 
than to receive enoogh to laasom the richest knight.* 

VII. 5. — Mmdgre^ Todd considers this an adT«ib of impreeatioa 
— " Cnrse on it." 

VII. 9. — For qf her erramr, Sm.] * I am greatly eoncemed that she 
should wander in such a manner.*— jErrrar w used in the sense of ih0 
Latin word error, wandering. 
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vm. 
"That Ladie is " quotb he, « whereso she bee, 
The boimtiest Virgm and most debonaire^ 
That ever living eye, I weene, did see: 
Lives none thb day that may with her compare 
In stedfast chastitie and vertue rare, 
The goodly ornaments of beauty bright; 
And is ycleped^ Florimell the fayre, 
Faire Florimell belov'd of many a Knight, 

Tet she loves none but one, that Marinell is hi^t'; 

IX. 
" A Sea-nymphes sonne, that Marinell is bight,' 
Of my deare Dame is loved deardy well ; 
In other none, but him, she sets delight ; 
All her delight is set on Marinell ; 
But he sets nought at all by Florimell : 
For Ladies love his mother long ygoe 
Did him, they say, forwame through sacred spell : 
But fame now flies, that of a fonreme foe 

He is yslame, which is the ground of all our woe. 

X. 
" Rve dales there be since he (they say) was slaine, 
And fowre since Florimell the court forwent,* 
And vowed never to retume againe 
Till him alive or dead she did invent.^ 
Therefore, faire Sir, for love of knighthood gent* 



^ DAonairef gneioiu. * ForwaU, left 

* Ydqndf named. * InoaUj find. 

* H^AX, named. * Gfent, accompUshed. 



Yin. 8. — Faire Flanmdl.'] This name is compounded of two 
Latin woidB, signifying honey and jUnoers^ and is expreasiTe of tiie 
sweetness and sensitive delicacy of her character. 



C. V. THE FAXBIE <iUXENB. 963 

And honour of trew Ladies, if ye may 
By your good counsell, or bold hardiment,^ 
Or succour her, or me direct the way. 

Do one or other good, I you most humbly pray : 

XI. 
'' So may ye gaine to you full great renowme 
Of all good Ladies through the woride so wide, 
And haply m her hart finde highest rowme^ 
Of whom ye seeke to be most magnifide ! 
At least etemall meede shall you abide." 
To whom the Prince ; '' Dwaife, comfort to thee take ; 
For, till thou tidings leame what her betide, 
I here avow thee never to forsake : 

Dl weares he aimes, that nill ^ them use for Ladies sake." 

xn. 
So with the Dwarfe he back retoum'd againe. 
To seeke his Lady, where he mote her finde ; 
But by the way he greatly gan complaine 
The want of his good Squire late left behinde. 
For whom he wondrous pensive grew in minde. 
For doubt ^ of daunger which mote him betide; 
F(»r him he loved above all mankmde, 
Havbg him trew and faithfull ever tride,^ 

And bold, as ever Squyre that waited by Knights side: 

xni. 
Who all this while full hardly was assayd ^ 
Of deadly daunger which to him betidd '' : 
For, whiles his Lord pursewd that noble Mayd, 

' Hardimenlt coura^. * TVufe, experienced. 

* Rowmef place. ' Assayd, assailed. 
' Jiaif will not 7 Betidd, happened. 

* Dmtbtj fear. 



XII. i.-- Lou left Mtnie.] See canto IV. stana XLYII 
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After that foster^ fowle he fieicely ridd 

To bene avenged of the shame he did 

To that faire Damzetl : Him he chaced long 

Through the ihicke woods wherein he would have lud 

His shamefiill head fiom his avengement strong, 

And oft him threatned death for hb outrageous wrong. 

XIV. 
Nathlesse the villem sped himsdfe so well. 
Whether through swifbesse of his speedie beast, 
Or knowledge of those woods where he dki dwell, 
That shortly he fiom daunger was releast. 
And out of sight escaped at the least' ; 
Yet not escaped from the dew reward 
Of his bad deedes, which daily he increast, 
Ne ceased not, till him oppressed hard 

The heavie plague that for such leachours 6 prepaid. 

XV. 
For, soone as he was vanisht out of sight 
His coward courage gan emboldned bee. 
And cast' t* avenge him of that fowle despig^t 
Which he had borne of his bold ^limee: 
Tho^ to his brethren came, (for they were three 
Ungratious children of one gracdesse syre,) 
And unto them complayned how that he 
Had used beene of that fode-hardie Squyre : 

So them with bitter words he stird to bloodie yre. 



> Faster, forester. ' Catt, purposed. 

* At th0 least, 9tluL « 7V>, then. 



XrV. Z.'^Swiftnesse of his speedie beast.] The poet does not reeol- 
leet that he had before represented him as riding on an i»Thaiiitfi^ 
steed. See canto I. stanza XVII. 



O. T. THK FISRIK qunEHX. 965 

XVI. 
Forthwith theniMlTes with their sad instraBMnta 
Of spoyle and murder they gan aime bylive,^ 
And with him feorth into the fixrest went 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earst' revive 
In there steme brests, on him which late did drive 
Their brother to repioch and shamefiill flight: 
For they had vow'd that never he alive 
Out of that ferest should escape their might ; 

yUe rancour their rude harts had fild with such despight. 
XVII. 
Within that wood there was a covert ^ade> 
Foreby' a nanow fix>rd, to them well knowne, 
Through vidiich it was uneath ^ jbr wight to wada ; 
And now by fortune it was overflowne : 
By that same way they knew that Squyie unknowne 
Mote algates ^ passe ; ferthy ® themselves they set 
There in await with thicke woods oveigrowne, 
And all the while their malice they did whet 

With crudl threats his passage through the ford to let^ 
XVIII. 
It foituned, as they devized had, 
The gende Squyre came ryding that same way, 
Unweeting® of their wile and treason bad. 
And through the ford to passen did assay ; 
But that fierce foster,* which late fled away, 
Stoudy foorth stepping on the fiirther shore. 
Him boldly bad his passage there to stay, 

1 BffUwej unmedialely. * Fortky, theiefora. 

* Earsl, JQft before. ^ Let, hinder. 

* Fortky^ near to. ' Unwtttingy imknoiniig. 
« CTiuatA, hardly poasible. * JVwfer, forester. 

* j%alif , at all eyenta. 
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Till he had made amends, and full restore ^ 
For all the damage which he had hun doen aibre. 

XIX. 
With that, at him a quiv'ring dart he threw 
With so fell force, and villeinous despite, 
That through his haberieon ^ the foikehead flew. 
And through the linked mayles empierced quite. 
But had no powre in his soft flesh to bite : 
That stroke the hardy Squire did sore displease, 
But more that him he could not come to smite ; 
For by no meanes the high banke be could sease,' 
But laboured long in that deepe ford with vaine disease.^ 

XX. 
And still the foster^ with his long bore-speare 
Him kept fiom landing at his wished will : 
Anone one sent out of the thicket neare 
A cruell shaft headed with deadly ill. 
And fethered with an unlucky quill ; 
The wicked Steele stayd not till it did light 
In his left thigh, and deepely did it thrill ^ ; 
Exceedbg griefe that wound m him empight,^ 
But more that with his foes he could not come to flgfat 

XXI. 
At least, through wrath and vengeaunce, makbg way 
He on the bancke anry vd with mickle ® payne ; 
Where the third brother him did sore assay. 
And drove at him with all his might and mayne 
A forest-bill, which both his hands did strayne ; 

' Restore, restitution. ' Faster j forester. 

' Haberieon, coat of mail. * TftriUy pierce. 

• Sease, reach. ' Empigkty excited. 

* Disease, uneasiness. " Mickle, much. 



XXI. 6,— A forest'bia.] A UU is a kind of hatchet or axe, with a 
hooked point 
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But warily he did avoide the blow. 

And with his speare requited him agayne. 

That both his sides were thrilled^ with the throw,* 
And a large streame of bloud out of the wound did flow, 
xxn. 

He, Uxnbling downe, with gnashing teeth did bite 

The bitter earth, and bad to lett him in 

Into the baleiull house of endlesse night, 

Where wicked ghosts doe waile their former ^. 

Tho ^ gan the battaile freshly to begin ; 

For nathemore ^ for that spectacle bad 

Did th' other two their cniell yengeaunce blin,^ 

But both attonce on both sides him bestad,^ 
And load upon him layd, his life for to have had. 
XXIII. 

Tho' when that villayn he aviz'd,^ which late 

Affiighted had the fairest Florimell, 

Full of fiers fury and indignant hate 

To him he turned, and with rigor fell 

Smote him so rudely on the pannikell,^ 

That to the chm he clefte his head m twaine : 

Downe on the ground his caikas groveling fdl ; 

Ks smfull sowle with desperate disdame 
Out of her fleshly ferme ^ fled to the place of paine. 
XXIV. 

That seebg, now the only last of three 

> Thrilled^ pierced. • Besiad, beset. 

' JftroWf thnut ^ Aui^d^ perceiyed. 

' Tko, then. > PoitmAceU^ (pamcida, Lat,) cxegt 

« Nathemore, none the more. * Ferme, lodging. 

* S2m, ceaae. 



XXII. 9. — Jhtd load, Ac] Laid a load or weight of blows upon 
him in order to take his life. 
XXIV. 1. — That seeing, dtc.] * He who was now the only one ol 
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Who with that wicked shafie him wounded had, 
Trembling with hcxror, (as that did forasee 
The feaieM end of his avengement sad, 
Through whieh he follow should hb brelfarao bad,) 
His bootelesse bow in feeble hand upcaught, 
And therewith shott an arrow at the Lad ^ ; 
Which fayntly fluttring scaiee his hehnet rau^t,* 

And glauncing fel to ground, but him annoyed naught. 
XXV. 
With that, he would have fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him ^tly overhent,' 
Right as he entring was into the flood, 
And strooke at him with foice so violent. 
That headlesse him into the fix)id he sent; 
The caicas with the streame was carried downe. 
But th' head fdi backewaid on the contment < ; 
So mischief fel upon the meaneis crowne : [oowne: 

They three be dead with shame ; the Squire lives with le- 
XXVI. 
He lives, but takes small ioy of his renowne ; 
For of that cruell wound he bled so sore. 
That from his steed he fell in deadly swowne ; 
Tet still the blood forth gusht m so great store, 
That he lay wallowd all in his owne gore. 
Now God thee keepe ! thou gentlest Squire alive. 
Els shall thy loving Lnrd thee see no more ; 

' Lad,joxLih, ' 0verkeHt,owtxio6k» 

* Rmtghlf reached. * ContinaU, dry land. 



the three left, and who had before wounded him with an anrnr, 1 
bling with horror/ &c. 

XXV. 8. — The metmtrs enmme.] This may signify either the head 
of him who was mean or base, or the head of him who meant the mis- 
chief. 
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But both of comfort him thou duJt deprive, 
And eke thyseUe of honor which thou didst atchive. 
xxvn. 
Pfovidence hevenly passedi living thought, 
And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way ; 
For loe ! great grace or fortune thether biought 
Comfort to him that comfortlesse now lay. 
In those same woods ye well remember may 
How that a noble hunteresse did wonne,^ 
Shee, that base Braggadochio did afiray,^ 
And made him fiist out of the forest lonne ; 
Belphoebe was her name, as fiure as Phoebus sunnc. 
XXVIII. 
Shee on a day, as shee pursewd the chace 
Of some wilde beast, which with her anowes keene 
She wounded had, the same along did trace 
By tract of blood, which she had freshly seene 
To have besprinckled all the grassy greene ; 
By the great pursue which she thero perceav'dy 
Well hoped shee the beast engor'd ^ had beene, 
And made more haste the life to have berea.v'd : 
But ah ! her expectation gready was deceav'd. 
XXIX. 
Shordy she came whereas that woefiill Squire 
With blood deformed lay in deadly swownd ; 
In whose &ire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire, 
The chiistall humor stood congealed rownd ; 

^ Wmm$f dweU. ' Ajfray, terrify. ' Engar% wonndfld. 



xxvn. 6. — . F» i0«a remmnber may.] See book II. oanto m. itann 
XXI., &e. 

XXVIII. 6. — Pirne,] Church nyt thftt Uiia word meuu parsmi; 
but itMeoMi raiher to Bignify Uie flow of blood. 
23* 



S70 THE FA£RI£ <iUEENE. B. HL 

His locks, like fiuled leaves fallen to grownd, 
Knotted with blood in bounches nidely ran ; 
And bis sweete lips, on which before that stownd ^ 
The bud of youth to blossome faire began, 

Spoild of their rosy red, were woxen ^ pale and wan. 
XXX. 
Saw never livmg de more heavy sight, 
That could have made a rocke of stone to lew,^ 
Or rive in twame : which when that Lady bright, 
Besides all hope, with melting eies did vew, 
All suddeinly abasht shee chaunged hew. 
And with steme honor backward gan to start : 
But, when shee better him beheld, shee grew 
Full of soft passion and unwonted smart : 

The point of pitty perced through her tender hart 
XXXI. 
Meekely shee bowed downe, to weete ^ if life 
Yett in his fiosen members did remaine ; 
And, feeling by his pulses beatmg rife ^ 
That the weake sowle her seat did yett retaine, 
Shee cast to comfort him with busy paine® : 
His double-folded necke she reard upright. 
And rubd his temples and each trembling vaine ; 
IBs mayled haberieon ^ she did undight,^ 

And fiom his head his heavy burganet^ did light.^^ 
XXXII. 
Into the woods thenceforth in haste shee w^it, 

^ Stownd^ miafoitone. * Pained eagemen, aiudetf. 

* Woxeoj waxed, or become. ' Haherieon^ coat of mail. 
' ReWj pity. ^ Undight^ remove. 

^ WeeU, know. * Burgtmet, helmet 

• Ai/e, frequent. ><> Ldghty take off. 



XXX. 4. — Besides all hope."] Having no hope that he was alife. 
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To seeke finr hearbes that mote him remedy ; 

For shee of herbes had great intendiment/ 

Taught of the nymphe which from her infiincy 

Her Doiueed had m trew nobility : 

There, whether yt divine tobacco were. 

Or panachsea, or polygony, 

She fownd, and brought it to her patient deare, 
Who al this while lay bleding out his hart-blood neare. 
XXXIII. 

The soveraine weede betwixt two marbles plune^ 

Shee pownded small, and did in peeces biuze ; 

And then atweene her lilly handes twaine 

Into his wound the juice thereof did scruze ^ ; 

And round about, as she could well it uze, 

The flesh therewith she suppled^ and did steepe, 

T' abate all spasme and soke the swellbg bruze ; 

And, after havrng searcht the mtuse ^ deepe. 
She with her scarf did bbd the wound, from cold to keepe. 
XXXIV. 

By this he had sweet life recur'd^ agayne> 

And, groning inly deepe, at last hb eies, 

Ks watiy eies diizling like deawy rayne, 

He up gan lifte toward the azure skies. 

From whence descend all hopelesse ^ remedies : 

> hUmiimentf knowledge. * Iwbue^ contosion. 

• Plamtf smooth. • Recur^dj recovered. 

> Seruzty sqaeeze. '' Bopdesse^ unexpected. 
^ SyppUd, made supple, moistened. 



XXII. 6. — Divine tobaceoJ] Warton conjectures Uiat this honorable 
mention of tobacco was intended as a compliment to Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, by whom it had shorUy before been introduced into England. 

XXXIII. 6. — As she andd tBtU it uze.] As she well knew how 
to do. 
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Therewith he sigh'd ; and» tunung him asidei 

The goodly Maide full of divinities 

And gifts of heavenly grace be by him spidei 

Her bow and gilden quiver lying him beode. 
, XXXV. 
" Mercy ! deaie Lord," sai^ he, '^ what grace is this 
That thou hast shewed lo me sinfull wight. 
To send thine Angdl fiom her bowre of Ub 
To comfort me in my distressed plight ! 
Angell, or goddesse, doe I call thee right? 
What service may I doe unto thee meete, 
That hast fixnn daikenes me retumd to light. 
And with thy hevenly salves and med'cines sweete 

Hast drest my sinfiill wounds ! I kisse thy blessed ieete." 
XXXVI. 
Thereat she blushing said ; ^^ Ah ! gentle Squire^ 
Nor goddesse I, ncur angell ; but the mayd 
And daughter of a woody nymphe, desire 
No service but thy safety and ayd ; 
Which if thou game, I shal be well apayd.^ 
Wee mortall wights, whose lives and fortunes bee 
To commun accidents stil open layd, 
Are bownd with commim bond of fiaHtee, 

To succor wretched wights whom we captived see." 
XXXVIl. 
By this her damzells, which the former chace 
Had undertaken after her, any v'd, 
As did Belphcebe, in the bloody place, 
And thereby deemd the beast had bene deprived 
Of life, whom late their Ladies arow ryv^d * : 
Forthy^ the bloody tract they followd fast, 

1 ^paydf repaid. * Ryv*d, pierced. ' Fortky^ therefore. 
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And everfr one to lonne the swiftest stxyv'd ; 
But two of them the rest fer overpast, 

And where their Lady was arrived at the last 
xxxvm. 
Where when they saw that goodly Boy ^ with blood 
Defowled, and their Lady dresse his wownd. 
They wondred much ; and shortly understood 
How him in deadly cace their Lady fownd, 
And reskewed out of the heavy stownd.^ 
Eftsoones ^ his warlike courser, which was strayd 
Farre in the woodes whiles that he lay in swownd. 
She made those damzels search ; which being stayd. 

They did him set thereon, and forth with them convayd. 
XXXIX. 
Into that forest &rre they thence him led 
Where was their dwelling ; m a pleasant glade 
With mountaines rownd about environed 
And mightie woodes, which did the valley shade. 
And like a stately theatre it made 
Spreading itselfe into a spatious plaine ; 
And in the midst a litde river plaide 
Emongst the pumy^ stones, which seemd to plaine' 

With gentle murmure that his course they did restraine. 

XL. 
Beside the same a damty place there lay, 
Planted with mirde trees and laureUs greene. 
In which the birds song many a lovely lay 
Of Gods high praise, and of their sweet loves teenOi* 
As it an earthly paradize had beene : 

> Boy, yoath. * Pwmy, poront. 

' Siowndf affliction. * PUuiUf eomploin. 

' EfttotmeBf immediately. * Teene, pain. 
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In whose enclosed shadow there was pight^ 

A faire pavilion, scarcely to be serae. 

The which was al withm most richly dight,^ 

That greatest princes living it mote well delight. 
XLI. 
Thether they brought that wounded Squyre, and layd 
In easie couch his feeble limbes to rest 
He rested him awhile ; and then the mayd 
His readie wound with better salves new drest : 
Daily she dressed him, and did the best, 
His grievous hurt to guarish,^ that she might ; 
That shc»rdy she his dolour^ hath redrest, 
And his foule sore reduced to faire plight: 

It she reduced, but himselfe destroyed quigfat. 
XLII. 

foolish physick, and unfruitful! pabe,^ 
That heales up one, and makes another wound ! 
She his hurt thigh to him recurd ^ againe, 

But hurt his hart, the which before was sound, 
Through an unwary dart which did rebownd 
From her faire eyes and gratious countenaunce. 
What bootes it him from death to be unbownd, 
To be captived in endl^sse duraunce ^ 
Of sorrow and despeyre without aleggeaunce ® 1 
XLIII. 
Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole,' 
So still his hart woxe ^^ sore, and health decayd : 
Madnesse to save a part, and lose the whole ! 

1 Pighiy placed. * Reewd, restored. 

* JHgkty onuunented. ^ DuraunM^ bondage. 

> GwaHiky (guerir^ Fr.,) heal. ' AUtggeawu»^ aUeviatioD 
« DoUmr^ pain. * HoUy sound. 

* PaiiM, labor. ^ Wore, waxed. 
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Still whenas he beheld the heavenly Mayd, 
Whiles daily playsters to his wownd she layd. 
So still his malady the more incieasty 
The whiles her matchlesse beautie him dismayd.^ 
Ah God ! what other could he do at least, 

But love so fayre a Lady that his life releast ! 
XLIV. 
Long while he strove in his corageous brest 
With reason dew the passion to subdew. 
And love for to dislodge out of his nest : 
Still when her excellencies he did vew, 
Her soveraine bountie ^ and celestiall hew. 
The same to love he strongly was ccxistraynd : 
But, when his meane estate he did revew, • 
He fix>ro such hardy boldnesse was restraynd, 

And of his lucklesse lott and cruell love thus playnd : 
XLV. 
<' Unthankfull wretch," said he, "is this the meed, 
With which her soverain mercy thou doest quight ' ? 
Thy life she saved by her gratious deed ; 
But thou doest weene with villeinous despight 
To blott her honour and her heavenly light : 
Dye ; rather dye then * so disloyaUy 
Deeme of her high desert, or seeme so light : 
Fayre death it is, to shonne more shame, to dy : 

Dye ; rather dye then ^ ever love disloyally. 
XLVI. 
** But if, to love, disloyalty it bee, 

> Ditmayd, vahdued, * QMf^i nqoHa. 

' BcuntUy goodneM. * Thai, than. 



XLV. 8. — Fayre deaikf &o.] Twa death it is to die in oite tD 
avoid a greater diegntce. 
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Shall I then hate her that fiom deathes dore 
Me brought? ah ! fiure be such reproch fio mee! 
What can I lesse doe then ^ her love therefiire, 
Shh^ I her dew reward cannot restore? 
Dye ; rather dye, and dying doe her serve ; 
Dymg her serve, and living her adore ; 
Thy life she gave, thy life she doth deserve : 

Dye ; rather dye then ^ ever fiom her service swerve. 
XLvn. 
'^ But, foolish boy, what bootes thy service bace 
To her, to whom the hevens doe serve and sew '? 
Thou, a meane Squyre of meeke and lowly place; 
She, hevenly borne and of celestiall hew. 
How then ? of all Love taketh equall vew : 
And doth not Ifigbest God vouchsafe to take 
The love and service of the basest crew ? 
If she will not, dye meekly for her sake : 

Dye ; rather dye then ^ ever so faire love forsake ! " 
xLvm. 
Thus warreid he long time against his wiQ ; 
Till that through weaknesse he was forst at last 
To yield himselfe unto the mightie ill, 
Which, as a victour proud, gan ransack &st 
His inward partes, and all his entrayles wast, 
That neith^ blood m face nor life m hart 
It left, but both did quite diye up and blast ; 
As percing levin,^ which the bner part 

Of every thing consumes and calcineth by art. 

> 7%€i», than. ' Sew, foUow, obey. 

' SUh, Binoe. * LaiHf lightning. 



XLVII. S.—Jf she toiU im€.] That it, < will not Toocbnie to tike 
thy lore and aeirice.' 
XLVm. d.— Calanetk by orf.] This may mean either bj da 
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XLIX. 

Which sedng fkjrre Belphoebe gan to feaie 
Least that his wound were inly well not heald, 
Or that the wicked Steele empoysned were : 
Lide shee weend that love he close conceald. 
Tet still he wasted, as the snow congeald 
When the bright sunne his beams thereon doth beat: 
Tet never he his hart to her reveald ; 
But rather chose to dye for sorow great 

Then ^ with dishonourable termes her to entreat 
L. 
She, gracious Lady, yet no paines did spare 
To doe him ease, or doe him remedy : 
Many restoratives of vertues rare 
And cosdy cordialles she did apply. 
To mitigate his stubbome malady : 
But that sweet cordiall, which can restore 
A love-sick hart, she did to him envy ^ ; 
To him, and to all th' unworthy world foilore,' 

She did env^ ^ that sovenune salve in secret store. 
LI. 
That daintie rose, the daughter of her mome. 
More deare then ^ life she tendered, whose flowie 
The girlond of her honour did adome : 
Ne suffied she the middayes scorching powre, 
Ne the sharp northeme wind thereon to showre ; 
But lapped up her silken leaves most chayre/ 
Whenso the fioward skye began to lowre ; 

> 7%€i», thtn. ' FortorBf forlorn, fomken. 

' Envy, grudge, deny. < Chayre, chary. 



nature or quality, or as completely as if it were done by an artifieitl 
proceaa. 

VOL. n. 524 
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But, soone as calmed was the christall ayre. 
She did it fayre dispred and let to florish &yre. 
LIl. 
Eteroall God, in his almightie powre, 
To make ensample of his heavenly grace, 
In paradize whylome ^ did plant this Flowre ; 
Whence he it fetcht out of her native place, 
And did in stocke of earthly flesh enrace,^ 
That mortall men her glory should admjrre. 
In gentle Ladies breste and bounteous race 
Of woman-kind it fayrest Flowre doth spyre,* 
And beareth fruit of honour and all chast desyre. 
LIII. 
Fayre ympes^ of beautie, whose bright shining beames 
Adome the world with like to heavenly light. 
And to your willes both royalties and reames * 
Subdew, through conquest of your wondrous mig^t ; 
With this fayre Flowre your goodly girlonds dight* 
Of Chastity and Vertue virginall. 
That shall embellish more your beautie bright. 
And crowne your heades with heaveidy coronall, 
Such as the Angels weare before God's tribunal! ! 
LIV. 
To youre faire selves a faire ensample "^ frame 
Of this faire Virgin, this Belphcebe fayre ; 
To whom, m perfect love and spotlesse &me 
Of Chastitie, none living may compayre : 
Ne poysnous Envy iustly can empayre 
The prayse of her fresh-flowring Maydenhead ; 
Forthy ® she standeth on the highest stayre 

^ WhyUmu, formerly. ^ ReameSf realms. 

' Enracef impUnt. ' J^ghiy adorn. 

' Spyrty shoot forth. ^ EnsampUy model. 

^ YmptSf dauj^hters. ' Forthy, therefore. 
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Of th' honorable stage of womanhead, 
That Ladies all may follow her ensample dead. 
LV. 
In so great prayse of stedfast Chastity 
NatMesse she was so courteous and kynde, 
Tempred with Grace and goodly Modesty, 
That seemed those two vertues strove to fynd 
The higher place in her heroick mynd : 
So striving each did other more augment, 
And both encreast the prayse of womankynde, 
And both encreast her beautie excellent : 
So all did make m her a perfect complement.^ 

* CompUmaU, complete ehaiacter. 



LIV. 9. — Her ensampU dead.'] The example of her dead. 

LV. 9. — j9 perfect eompUmeia,] The affectioii of Tmuaa ibr Bel- 
phohe is sappoeed to allude to Sir Walter Raleigh's pretended i 
tion of Queen Elisabeth. 
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CANTO VI. 

The Birth of fajre BelphcBbe and 

Of Amorett is told : 
The Gaxdins of Adonis fraught 

With pleasures manifold. 

1. 
Well may I weene, faire Ladies, all this while 
Ye wonder how this noble Damozell 
So great perfections did in her ^ compile,^ 
Sith 3 that in salvage forests she did dwell, 
So fane frcxn Court and royall Citadell, 
The great schoolmaistresse of all Courtesy : 
Seemeth that such wilde woodes should &r expell 
All civile usage and gentility, 

And gentle sprite deforme with rude rusUcity. 
II. 
But to this faire Belphcebe in her Berth 
The hevens so &vorable were and free, 
Lookmg with myld aspect upon the earth 
In th' horoscope of her nativitee, 
That all the giAs of grace and chastitee 
On her they poured forth of plenteous home : 
love laught on Venus from his soverajme see,^ 
And Phoebus with faire beames did her adome. 

And all the Crraces rockt her cradle being home. 

1 J7ar, hezwlf. * SUk, since. 

' CompUSf combine. * See, dwelling. 
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III. 

Her Berth was of the wombe of moming dew, 
And her conception of the ioyous prime ; 
And all her whole creation did her shew 
Pure and unspotted fiom all loathly crime 
That is ingenerate in fleshly slime. 
So was this Virgm home, so was she bred ; 
So was she trayned up fiom time to time 
In all chaste vertue and true bountihed,^ 

TiU to her dew perfection she were ripened. 
IV. 
Her mother was the fiure Chrysogonee, 
The daughter of Amphisa, who by race 
A Faerie was, ybome of high degree : 
She bore Belphoebe ; she bore m like cace 
Fayre Amoretta m the second place : 
These two were twinnes, and twixt them two did share 
The heritage of all celestiall grace ; 
That all the rest it seemd they robbed bare 

Of bounty, and of beautie, and all vertues rare. 
V. 
It were a goodly storie to declare 
By what straunge accident faire Chrysogone 
Conceiv'd these infants, and how them she bare 
In this wilde forrest wandring all alone, 
After she had nine moneths fulfild and gone : 
For not as other wemens commune brood 
They w^b enwombed in the sacred throne 

> Bountihed, goodness. 



IV. h^Tke faire Chrysogonee.] This mythological pedigree if 
entirely fanciful, and though Belphobe is Queen Elisabeth, Chzysogo- 
nee if not Anne Boleyn. 

24 • 
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Of her chaste bodie ; nor with commune food, 
As other wemeos babes, thej sucked vitall blood: 
VI. 
But wondiously they were begot and bred 
Through influence of th' hevens fiuitfull ray, 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 
It was upon a sommers shinie day, 
When Titan faire his beames did display, 
In a fresh fountaine, hi fiom all mens vew. 
She bath'd her brest the boyling heat t' allay ; 
She bath'd with roses red and violets blew. 
And all the sweetest flowers that in the forrest grew: 
VII. 
Till faint through yikesome wearines adowne 
Upon the grassy ground herselfe she layd 
To sleepe, the whiles a gentle slombring swowne 
Upon her fell all naked bare displayd: 
The sunbeames bright upon her body playd. 
Being through former bathing mollifide, 
And pierst into her wombe ; where they onbayd ^ 
With so sweet sence and secret powre unspide. 
That in her pregnant flesh they shortly fiructifide. 
VIII. 
Miraculous may seeme to him that reades 
So straunge ensample of conception ; 
But reason teac^eth that the fiiiitiull seades 
Of all things living, through impression 
Of the sunbeames in moyst complexion. 
Doe life conceive and quickned are by kynd * : 
So, after Nilus inundation, 

> Emhayd, baUied. * Kynd, nature. 



VIII. 7. ^ &, after Mbis, Ac] Egypt has always been the land of 
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Infinite shapes of creatures men doe fynd 
Inibimed^ in the mud on which the sunne hath shynd. 
IX. 
Great father he of generation 
Is rightly cald, th' authour of life and light ; 
And his fiure sister for creation 
Ministreth matter fit, which, tempred right 
With heate and humour, breedes the living wight 
So sprong these twinnes m womb of Chrysogpne; 
Tet wist^ she nought thereof, but sore affiight 
Wondred to see her belly so upblone, 
Which sdU increast till she her terme had fiill outgone. 
X. 
Whereof conceiving shame and foule disgrace, 
Albe^ her guiltlesse conscience her cleard, 
She fled into the wildemesse a space, 
Till that unweeldy burden she had reard,* 
And shund dishonor which as death she feard : 
Where, wearie of long traveill, downe to rest 
Herselfe she set, and comfortably cheard ; 
Thete a sad cloud of sleepe her overicest^^ 
And s^zed every sence with sorrow sate opprest 
XI. 
It fortuned, &ire Venus having lost 

I trformed, imperfectly formed. * Win, knew. ' j92ft«, although. 
* Reardy brought to fulness or maturity. * Overkegt, oyereast 



wonders. Among the stories fonnd in the classical writers is this 
which Spenser mentions, that animals of Tarious kinds are generated 
by the rays of the sun falling upon the fertilizing deposit left by the 
Nile. 

IX. 3. — His f aire sigter.'] The moon. 

XI. 1. — Venua having last, &c.] This incident was suggested by a 
very pretty idyl of Moschus, called ** Love a fugitiTe.*' 
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Her little sonne, the winged god of love, 

Who for some light displeasure, which him crost, 

Was from her fled as flit as ayery dove, 

And left her blisfull bowre of ioy above ; 

(So from her often he had fled away, 

When she for ought him sharpely did reprove. 

And wandred in the worid m straunge aray, 

Disguiz'd in thousand shapes, that none might him bewray ;) 

XII. 
HEm for to seeke, she left her heavenly hous, 
The house of goodly fonnes and faire aspects, 
Whaice all the world derives the glorious 
Features of beautie, and all shapes select. 
With which High Grod his workmanship hath deckt ; 
And searched everie way through which his wings 
Had home him, or his tract she mote detect: 
She promist kisses sweet, and sweeter things, 

Unto the man that of him tydings to her brings. 

XIII. 
First she him sought in Court, where most he us'd 
Whylome ^ to haunt, but there she found him not ; 
But many there she found which sore accus'd 
His fidshood, and with fowle infamous blot 
IBs cruell deedes and wicked wyles did spot * : 
Ladies and Lordes she every where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoysned shot 
Their woftill harts he wounded had whyleare,' 

And so had left them languishing twixt hope and feare. 

XIV. 
She then the Cities sought fiom gate to gate. 
And everie one did aske, Did he him see? 

' WhyUfme, fonnerly. ' Spot^ blame. ' WkyUare, a while ago. 
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And evade one her answerd, that too late 
He bad him seene, and felt the crudtee 
Of his sharpe dartes and whot^ aitilleree: 
And everyone threw forth reproches rife* 
Of his mischievous deedes, and sayd that hee 
Was the disturber of all civill life, 

The enimy of peace, and authour of all strife. 
XV. 
Then in the Countrey she abroad him sought, 
And in the ruraU cottages inquir'd ; 
Where also many plaintes to her were brought, 
How he their heedelesse harts with love had fir'd, 
And his false venim through their veines mspir'd ; 
And eke the gende shepheard swaynes, which sat 
Keepmg their fleecy flockes as they were hjrr'd, 
She sweedy heard complaine both how and what 

Her Sonne had to them doen ; yet she did smile thereat. 
XVI. 
But, when in none of all these she him got. 
She gan avize ^ where els he mote him hyde : 
At last she her bethought that she had not 
Tet sought the salvage Woods and Forests wyde. 
In which fiill many lovely Nymphes abyde ; 
Mongst whom might be that he did closely ^ lye. 
Or that the love of some of them him tyde : 
Forthy * she thether cast her course l' apply, 

To search the secret haunts of Dianes company. 
XVII. 
Shortly unto the wastefiill woods she came, 
Whereas she found the otxldesse with her crew, 

» What, hot. * OMelyy •ecreUy. 

■ Bifey abundant. • Fartky^ therefoie. 

' Jhsize^ consider. 
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After late chace of th&r embrewed ^ game, 
SitdDg beside a fountaine in a rew^; 
Some of them washing with the liquid dew 
From off their daintjr limbs the dusty sweat 
And soyle, which did defonne their lively hew ; 
Others lay shaded from the scorching heat ; 

The rest upon her person gave attendance great. 
XVIII. 
She, having hong upcHi a bough oa high 
Her bow and painted quiver, had unlaste 
Her silver buskins from her nimble thigh, 
And her lanck loynes ^ ungirt, and brests unbraste, 
After her heat the breathing cold to taste ; 
Her golden lockes, that late in tresses bright 
Bknbreaded ^ were for hindring of her haste, 
Now loose about her shoulders hong undight,^ 

And were with sweet Ambrosia all besprinckled lig^ 
XIX. 
Soone as she Venus saw behinde her backe, 
She was asbam'd to be so loose surpriz'd ; 
And woxe ^ halfe wroth against h» damzeb slacke, 
That had not her thereof before aviz'd. 
But sufficed her so carelesly disguiz'd 
Be overtaken : Soone her garments loose 
Upgath'ring, in her bosome she compriz'd 
Well as she might, and to the goddesse rose ; 

Whiles all her nymphes did like a girlond her enclose. 
XX. 
Groodly she gan faire Cytherea greet, 
And shortly asked her what cause her brought, 

1 Embrewed, wet with blood. * Embreaded, braided. 

* ReWf row. * Undighty angatfaeied, nnd rc wed 

' Lanck loynes, slender waist. * Woxe, waxed. 
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Into that wildemesse fiir her unmeet, 

From her sweete bowres and beds with pleasures fraught : 

That sudddn chaung ' she straung adventure thought 

To whom halfe weeping she thus answered ; 

That she her dearest sonne Cupido sought. 

Who m his fiowardnes from her was fled ; 

That she repented sore to have him angered. 

XXI. 
Thereat Diana gan to smile, in scome 
Of her vame playnt, and to her scoffing sayd ; 
''Great pitty sure that ye be so forlome ' 
Of your gay sonne, tliat gives you so good ayd 
To your disports ; ill mote ye bene apayd !" 
But she was more engrieved, and replide * 
" Faire sister, ill beseemes it to upbrayd 
A doleiull heart with so disdainfuU pride ; 

The like that mine may be your paine another tide.' 
XXII. 
'' As you in woods and wanton ^ wildemesse 
Tour glory sett to chace the salvage beasts ; 
So my delight is all in ioyiiibesse, 
In beds, m bowres, in banckets, and m feasts : 
And ill becomes you, with your lofty creasts, 
To scome the ioye that love is glad to seeke : 
We both are bownd to follow heavens beheasts. 
And tend our charges with obeisaunce meeke : 

Spare, gentle sister, with reproch my paine to eeke ^ ; 

> Ckavng, change. * Waniouy wild. 

' Forlorne, bereft. * JSdke, ineieaM. 

' Tide, time. 



XXI. 6.— iQ moU y bma ofMycf.] Toa could hudly be oompen- 
Mted ibr this Iom. 
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xxm. 
^^ And tell me if that ye my somie have heard 
To luike emongst your nimphes m secret wize. 
Or kbepe their cabins : much I am affeard 
Least he like one of them himselfe disguize, 
And tume his anowes to their exercize : 
So may he long himselfe fiiU easie hide ; 
For he is faire, and fresh m &ce and guize 
As any nimphe ; let not it be envide." 

So saying every nimph full narrowly shee eide. 
XXIV. 
But Phoebe therewith sore was angered, 
And sharply saide ; " Goe, dame ; goe, sedce your boy, 
Where you him lately lefte, in Mars his bed: 
He comes not here ; we scome his foolish by, 
Ne lend we leisure to his idle toy : 
But, if I catch him in this company, 
By Stygian lake I vow, whose sad annoy 
The gods doe dread, he dearly shall abye ^ : 

De clip his wanton wings that he no mcxe shall flye.** 
XXV. 
Whom whenas Venus saw so sore displeasd, 
Shee inly sory was, and gan relent * 
What shee had said : so her shee soone appeasd 
With sugred words and gentle blandishment, 
Which as a fountame from her sweete lips went 
And welled goodly forth, that in short space 
She was well pleasd, and forth her damzells sent 

^ Jihye, snfier. ' ReUnt, soften, qualify. 



XXin. 8. — Let not it be eiaide.'] An expression equivalent to ' ^Hth 
jonr leave,* or * Pardon me.* 
XXIV.3.— JMar«A».] MarsV 
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Through all the woods, to search from place to place 
If any tract of him or tidings they mote tracer 
XXVI. 

To search the god of love her nimphes she sent 
Throughout the wandring forest every where : 
And after tliem herselfe eke with her went 
To seeke the fiigiuve botli fanre and nete. 
So long they sought, till they arrived were 
In that same shady covert whereas lay 
Faire Crysogone in slombry traunce whilere ^ ; 
Who in her sleepe (a wondrous thing to say) 

Unwares had borne two Babes as faire as springing day. 
XXVII. 
Unwaies she them conceivd, unwares she bore: 
She bore withouten paine, that she conceived 
Withouten pleasure ; ne her need implore 
Lucmaes aide : Which when they both p^nceiv'd, 
They were through wcmder nigh of sence berev'd, 
And gazing each on other nought bespake : 
At last they both agreed her seemmg griev'd 
Out of her heavie swowne not to awake, 

But from her loving side the tender Babes to take. 
XXVIII. 
Up they them tooke, each one a Babe uptooke, 
And with them carried to be fostered : 
Dame Phoebe to a nymphe her Babe betooke^ 
To be upbrought in perfect Maydenhed, 
And, of herselfe, her name Belphcebe red ^ : 

> mUIere, a little while before. * Betoofte, delWerad. 

* Redf declared. 



XXVI. 3. — Ihrm^kout the wandring f^ntt,] Wtmdenng throagli- 
ontthe forest 

VOL. II. 25 



S90 THE FAERIE Q,UEEN£. B. in. 

But Venus hers thence &r away conyayd, 

To be upbiought in goodly womanhed ; 

And, in her lide Loves stead which was stnijd, 

Her Amoretta cald, to comfort her ^ dismayd.* 
XXIX. 
She brought her to her ioyous Paradize 
Wher most she wonnes,^ when she on earth does dwdl, 
So £uie a place as nature can devize : 
Whether in Paphos, or Cytheron hill, 
Or it in Gnidus bee, I wote ^ not well ; 
But well I wote ^ by triall, that this same 
All other pleasaunt places doth excell. 
And called is, by her lost lovers name. 

The Gardin of Adonis, &r renowmd by fame. 
XXX. 
In that same Gardin all the goodly flowies, 
Wherewith dame Nature doth her beautify 
And decks the girlonds of her paramoures, 
Are fetcht : There is the first seminary 
Of all thmgs that are bome to live and dye, 
According to their kynds.^ Long woike it were 
Here to account the endlesse progeny 

' Her, herself. ' Wmmu, dwells. 

■ Dismayd, grieved. * Wote, know. 

^ KyndSf natares. 



XXIX. 4. — In Paphos, or Cytheron hiU.] Paphos waa a town in tlw 
island of Cyprus. Cytheron is Cythera, an island near Laconia, now 
Ccrigo. Gnidus, or Cnidus, was a town of Caria, in Asia Biinor. AD 
of these were favorite resorts of Venus. 

XXX. l. — /n that same Gardin, &c.] In the fable of Venus and 
Adonis, Adonis has been generally supposed to represent the son, and 
hence was regarded as the type of the procreative or productive princi- 
ple ; and this garden of Adonis is described to os by the poet as eon- 
tuning the seminal principles of all things. 
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Of all the weeds that bud and blossome there; 

But so much as doth need must needs be counted nere 
XXXI. 
It nted ^ was in fiuitiull soyle of old, 
And girt in with two walls on either side , 
The one of yron, the other of bright gold, 
That none might thorough breake, nor overstride : 
And double gates it had which opened wide, 
By which both in and out men moten^ pas ; 
Th' one faire and fresh, the other old and dride : 
Old Genius the porter of them was. 

Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 
XXXII. 
He letteth m, he letteth out to wend' 
All that to come into the world desire : 
A thousand thousand naked babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require 
That he with fleshly weeds would them attiie: 
Such as him list, such as etemall fate 
Ordained hath, he clothes with smfiill mire,^ 
And sendeth forth to live in mortal! state, 

Till they agajm retume backe by the hinder gate. 
XXXIII. 
After that they againe retoumed beene, 

1 aiUdj situated. * Moten, might. * Wendy go. * Min, day. 



XXXI. 8. — OM Genius.] This is the same Genius— a being of a 
double sex — described under Uie name of Agdistes, in book II. canto 
XII. stanxa XLVIII. 

XXXIII. l.'-4fter that, &c.] In this and the foUowing stanns, 
the Pythagorean and Platonic doctrines of metemitsychosis tie ez- 
ponnded. The reader maj compare with them the passage in the 
nzth book of the JEneid (line 724) beginning, 

<* Principioi ccslnm ac terras, camposque liqnentea." 



SI9S THE FAEBIE QU£ENE. B. IIL 

Thej in that Grardm planted bee agajme. 

And grow afre^, as they had never seeiie 

Fleshly corruption nor mortall payne : 

Some thousand yeaies so doen ^ they there remayne, 

And then of him are clad with other hew. 

Or sent mto the chaungdiill world agaynCi 

TW thether they retoume where first they grew: 

So, like a wheele, axownd they ronne bom old to new. 
XXXIV. 
Ne needs there gardiner to sett ot sow. 
To plant or prune ; for of their owne accord 
All thmgs, as they created were, doe grow, 
And yet remember well the Mighty Word 
Which first was spoken by th' Almighty Lord, 
That bad them to increate and multiply: 
Hie doe they need, with water of the ford^ 
Or of the clouds, to mojrsten their roots dry ; 

For m themselves etemall mcnsture they imply.^ 
XXXV. 
Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred, 
And uncouth formes, which none yet ever knew: 
And every sort is in a sondry bed 
Sett by itselfe, and ranckt in comely rew ^ ; 
Some fitt for reasonable sowles t' indew ; 
Some made for beasts, some made for birds to weare; 
And all the iruitfull spawne of fishes hew 
In endlesse rancks along enraunged were, 

That seemd the ocean could not containe them there. 
XXXVI. 
Daily they grow, and daily forth are sent 
Into the world, it to replenish more ; 

> Doen J do, do remain. * Jnply^ eontua. 

* Finrdj stream. * iZeto, row. 
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Yet is die stocke not lessened nor spent, 

But still remaines in ereriasdng store 

As it at first created was of yore : 

For in the vide wombe of the worid then lyes, 

In hatefoll darknes and in deep honrdre, 

An huge etemall Chaos, which supplyes 

The substaunces of Natures fiuitfiill piogenyes. 
xxxvn. 
All tlmigs from thence doe ih&r first bdng fetch. 
And borrow matter whereof they are made ; 
Which, whenas ibnne and feature it does ketch. 
Becomes a body, and doth then invade ^ 
The state of life out of the griesly shade. 
That substaunce is eteme, and bideth so ; 
Ne, when the life decayes and fbmie does fide. 
Doth it consume and into nothing goe, 

But chaunged is and often altred to and toe. 
XXXVIII. 
The substaunce is not chaungd nor altered. 
But th' only forme and outward fashion ; 
For every substaunce is conditioned 
To chaunge her hew, and s(xidry feimes to don,* 
Meet for her temper and complexion : 
For foimes are variable, and decay 
By course of kinde ' and by occask)n ; 
And that faire flowre of beamie fedes away. 

As doth the lilly firesh befere the suimy ray. 
XXXIX. 
Great enimy^ it, and to' all the rest 
That in the Gardin of Adonis springs. 
Is wicked Time ; who with his scyth addrest^ 

> htvadsy come into. ' JEnii«, natme. 

* Don, put on. * Addrut^ mnned. 

25» 
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Does mow the flowring herbes and goodly things, 
And all their glor}' to the ground downe flings. 
Where they do wither and are fowly mard : 
He flyes about, and with his flaggy ^ wmgs 
Beates downe both leaves and buds without regard, 

Ne ever pitty may relent his malice hard. 

XL. 
Yet pitty often did the gods relent,^ 
To see so feire thinges mard and spoiled quight : 
And their great mother Venus did lament 
The losse of her deare brood, her deare deUght : 
Her hart was pierst with pitty at the sight, 
When walking through the Gardin them she spyde, 
Yet no*te ^ she find redresse for such despight : 
For all that lives b subiect to that law : 

All things decay in time, and to their end doe draw. 

XLI. 
But were it not that Hme their troubler b, 
All that in this delightfiill Gardin growes 
Should happy bee, and have immortall blis : 
For here all plenty and all pleasure flowes ; 
And sweete Love gentle fitts ^ emongst them thiowes, 
Without fell rancor or fond gealosy : 
Franckly each paramour his leman knowes ; 
Each bird his mate ; ne any does env^ 

Their goodly meriment and gay felicity. 

XLH. 
There is continuall spring, and harvest there 

^ f^gVi loofe-hanging. ' JVb'tei could not 

' Rdent, soflen. * Fitts, emotions. 



XL. 6.— 5|pyde.] ** So in all the editions. The rhyme reqaiiei 
< them she lato.' " — Cbvrcb. 
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CoDtmually both meeting at one tyme : 
For both the boughes doe laughbg blossoms beare. 
And with fresh colours decke the wanton piyme,^ 
And eke attonce the heavy trees they clyme. 
Which seeme to labour under their fiuites lode : 
The whiles the ioyous birdes make their pastyme 
Emongst the shady leaves, their sweet abode, 

And their trew loves without suspitkn tell ahrode. 
XLIII. 
Right in the middest of that Paradise 
There stood a stately mount, on whose round top 
A gloomy grove of mirtle trees did rise, 
Whose shady boughes sharp Steele did never lop, 
Nor wicked beastes their tender buds did crop, 
But like a girlond compassed the bight. 
And from thdr fiuitfiill sydes sweet gum did drop, 
That all the ground, with pretkMis deaw bedight,' 

Threw Ibrth most dainty odours and most sweet delight 
XLIV. 
And in the thickest covert of that shade 
There was a pleasant arber, not by art 
But of the trees owne inclination made, 
Which knitting thdr rancke ^ braunches part to part. 
With wanton yvie-twine entrayld^ athwart, 
And eglantme and caprifole ^ emong, 
Fasluond above within their bmost part. 
That nether Phoebus beams could through them throng, 

Nor Aeolus sharp blast could worke them any wrong. 

XLV. 
And all about grew every sort of flowre, 

* FryaM, wpnag. * Bedigkif decked, coveied. 

* Aoadka, Inznmiit ^ fRfrsyU, twisted. * Cqw^bl«, woodUnt. 
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To which sad lovers weie transfonnde of ycro; 

Fresh Hyacinthus, Phcebus paramouie 

And dearest love ; 

Foolish Naicisse, that likes the watiy shore ; 

Sad Amaranthusy made a flowre but late. 

Sad Amaranthus, m whose purine gore 

Me seemes I see Ambtas wretched fate, 

To whom sweet poets verse hath given endlease date. 
XLVI. 
There wont fayre Venus often to enioy 
Her deare Adonis ioyous company, 
And reap sweet pleasure of the wanton boy : 
There yet, some say, in secret he does ly. 
Lapped m flowres and pretious spycery. 
By her hid fiom the world, and fiom the skill 
Of Stygian gods, which doe her love envf ; 
But she herselfe, whenever that she will, 

Possesseth him, and of his sweetnesse takes her fill : 
XLvn. 
And sooth,^ it seemes, they say ; for he may not 
For ever dye, and ever buried bee 
In balefull night where all thinges are foigol ; 
AU^ be he subiect to mortalitie, 
Yet is eteme in mutabilitie, 
And by succession made perpetuall. 
Transformed oft, and chaunged diverslie : 
For him the &ther of all formes they call ; 

Therfore needs mote he live, that living gives to alL 

1 Sooth, tratlL ' M, althoni^h. 



XLV. 8.— jfnuntoj wrdektd fate.] This is sapposed to aHade to 
the untimely death of Sir Philip Sydney, upon whkh, volumes of 
poetry were written. * 



^ 
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xLvni. 
There now he liveth in eternal blis, 
loying his goddesse, and of her enioyd ; 
Ne feaieth he henceforth that foe of his. 
Which with his cfuell tuske him deadly cloyd ^ : 
For that wild bore, the which him once annoyd, 
She fimiely hath emjnisoned for ay, 
(That her sweet Love his malice mote avoyd,) 
In a strong rocky cave, which is, they say, 

Hewen underneath that mount, that none him losen^ may. 
XLIX. 
There now be lives in everlasting ioy. 
With many of the gods in company 
Which thether haunt, and with the winged boy, 
Sporting himselfe in safe felicity : 
Who when he hath with spoiles and cruelty 
Ransackt the world, and in the wofuU harts 
Of many wretches set his triumphes hye, 
Thether rescMtes, and, laying his sad dartes 

Asyde, with &ire Adonis playes his wanton partes. 

L. 
And bis trew Love iaire Rsyche with him playes, 
Fayre Psyche to him lately reconcyld. 
After long troubles and unmeet upbrayes,' 
With which his mother Venus her revyld. 
And eke himselfe her cruelly exyld : 
But now in stediast love and happy state 
She with him lives, and hath him borne a chyld, 

> Cloydy pierced. * Loseny loosen, set free. 

' Upbrayta, upbraidings. 



XLVIII. 5. — For that wild bore."] Adonis representing the prodno- 
tiire eoergj of natore, the wild boor is a tjpe of winter, dnring which 
that energy is suspended. 
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Pleasure, that doth both gods and men aggiate,^ 
Pleasure, the daughter of Cupid and Psyche late. 
LI. 
Hether great Venus brought this Infiint fayre, 
The yong^ daughter of Ciysogonee, 
And unto Psyche with great trust and care 
Oxnmitted her, yfostered to bee 
And trained up in trew feminitee^: 
Who no lesse carefully her tendered 
Then ^ her owne daughter Pleasure, to whom shee 
Made her companion, and her lessoned ^ 
In all the lore of love and goodly womanhead. 
LII. 
In which when she to perfect ripenes grew, 
Of grace and beautie noble paragone. 
She brought her forth into the woildes vew. 
To be th' ensample of true love alone. 
And lodestarre of all chaste affecdone 
To all fayre Ladies that doe live on grownd. 
To Faery Court she came ; where many one 
Admyrd her goodly haveour,^ and fownd 
His feeble hart wide launched with loves cruel wownd. 
LIII. 
But she to none of them her love did cast. 
Save to the noble Knight, Sir Scudamore, 
To whom her loving hart she linked fast 
In faithfuU love, t' abide for evermore ; 
And for his dearest sake endured sore 
Sore trouble of an hainous enimy. 
Who her would forced have to have fbrlore* 

^ AggraU^ chann. « lAsaoned, iiutracted. 

' Feminitee, womanhood. * Haveour, mannen, deportment 

* Then, than. • Foriare, abandoned. 
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Her fonner love and stedfast loialty ; 
As ye may elswhere reade that luefull histoiy. 

LIV. 
But well I weene ye first desire to leame 
What end unto that fearefiill Damozell, 
Which fledd so fast fiom that same foster ' steame 
Whom with his brethren Timias slew, befell : 
That was, to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring for to seeke her lover deare, 
Her lover deare, her dearest Marinell, 
Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare. 
And fixxn Prmce Arthure fled with wings of idle^ feaie. 

> Foiter, foreeter. * M0, canselen. 



UII. 9. — JSsye may dswkere,] See the eleventh and twelfth cantof 
of this book. 

LIV. S.-^A9 y0 did Aeore.] See canto I. stanza XVI. and the oon- 
dnakm of canto IV. 



aOO THx WAsaa «dxbmb. b. m. 



CANTO VII. 

Tb0 Witches sonne lavea FlonineU : 

She flyes ; he faines to dy. 
Satyiane saves the Squyre of Dames 

From Gyamits tyiamiy. 

I. 
Like as an bynd forth singled fiom the hear^ 
That hath escaped from a ravenous beast, 
Yet flyes away of her owne feete afeard ; 
And every kafe, that shaketh with the least 
Muimure of winde, her tenor hath encreast : 
So fledd fayre Florimell from her vaine feare, 
Long after she fiom perill was releast : 
Each shade she saw, and each noyse she did heare. 

Did seeme to be the same which she escapt whileare.^ 
II. 
All that same evening she in flying spent, 
And all that night her course condnewed : 
Ne did she let dull sleepe once to relent^ 
Nor wearinesse to slack her hast, but fled 
Ever alike, as if her former dred 
Were hard behind, her ready to arrest : 
And her white palfi«y, having conquered 
The maistring^ rames out of her weary wrest,^ 

Perforce her carried where ever he thought besL 

1 WhUearej Bhortly before. ' Maistringf masteriDg, or oontroDiiif . 
* Rdent, slacken. * Wrest^ wrist 
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III. 

So loDg as breath and hable puiSBlUDce 

Did native corage unto him supply, 

His pace he fieshly forward did advaunce. 

And carried her beyond all ieopardy ; 

But nought that wanteth rest can long aby ^ : 

He, havbg through incessant traveill spent 

His force, at last perforce adowne did ly, 

Ne foot could forther move : The Lady gent^ 

Thereat was suddem strook with great astonishment ; 
IV. 
And, font t' alight, on foot mote algates ^ fiire 
A traveller unwonted to such way ; 
Need teacheth her this lesson hard and rare. 
That Fortune all in eqtioU launce * doth swaj/y 
And mortaU miseries doth make her play. 
So long she traveild, till at length she came 
To an hilles side, which did to her bewray 
A litle valley subiect ^ to the same, 

All coverd with thick woodes that quite it overcame.* 

^ V. 

Iluough th' tops of the high trees she did descry 
A lide smoke, whose vapour thin and light 
Reeking aloft uprolled to the sky : 
Which chearefoll signe did send unto her sight 
That in the same did wonne ^ some living wight 
Eftsoones ® her steps she thereunto applyd. 
And came at last m weary wretched plight 

1 j96y, abide. * Subiect to, lying beneath. 

' Gent, genUe. * Overcame, came over. 

* Algates, at all erents. ? Wonm, dwell. 

^ LMOied, balance. ' Efisotmss^ inmediatelj. 
VOL. II. 26 
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Unto the place, to which her hope did guyde 
To finde some lefiige there^ and rest her wearie syde. 
VI. 
There in a gloomy hollow glen she found 
A little cottage, built of stickes and reedes 
In homely wize, and wald with sods around ; 
In which a Witch did dwell, in loathly weedes ^ 
And wiliiill want, all carelesse of her needes ; 
So choosing solitarie to abide 
Far from all neighbours, that her divelish deedes 
And hellish arts frcxn people she might hide, 
And hurt far off unknowne whomever she envide. 
VII. 
The Damzell there arriving entred m ; 
Where sitting on the flore the Hag she found 
Busie (as seem'd) about some wicked gin ^ : 
Who, soone as she beheld that suddein stound,' 
lighdy upstarted from the dustie ground. 
And with fell looke and hollow deadly gaze 
Stared on her awhile, as one astound, 
Ne had one word to speake for great amaze ; 
But shewd by outward signes that dread her sence did daze.^ 
VIII. 
At last, turning her feare to foolish wrath, 
She askt. What deviU had her thether brought. 
And who she was, and what unwonted path 
Had guided her, unwelcomed, unsought? 
To which the Damzell full of doubtful! thought 
Her mildly answer'd ; ^' Beldame, be not wroth 
With silly Virgm, by adventure brought 

^ Weedes, dren. ' Suntnd, BtartUng appeamnoe. 

* (rm, contrivance. ^ Daze, dazxle, coofoond. 
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Unto your dweUmg, ign(»ant and loth, 

That crave but lowme to rest while tempest oveiblo'th." 
IX. 
With that adowne out of her christall eyne 
Few tricklbg teares she softly forth let fall, 
That like two orient perles did purely shyne 
Upon her snowy cheeke ; and therewithall 
She sighed soft, that none so bestiall 
Nor salvage hart but nith ^ of her sad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitteously appall ; 
And that vile Hag, all ^ were her whole delight 

As mischiefe, was much moved at so pitteous sight ; 
X. 
And gan recomfort her, in her rude wyse, 
With womanish compassion of her plaint, 
Wiping the teares fiom her sufiiised eyes. 
And bidding her sit downe to rest her faint 
And wearie limbs awhile : she nothing quaint ^ 
Nor 'sdeignfull of so homely fashion, 
Sith ^ brought she was now to so hard constramt. 
Sate downe upon the dusty ground anon ; 

As glad of that small rest, as bird of tempest gon.^ 
XI. 
Tho^ gan she gather up her garments rent. 
And her loose lockes to dight ^ in order dew 
With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom such whenas the wicked Hag did vew, 
She was astonisht at her heavenly hew. 
And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight, 

^ Ruik^ pity. * Gan, gone, put 

' M, although. • Tko, then. 

' Quatnt, nice. ' Digkl, diipoae. 
« aUhf since. 
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But or some goddesse, or of Dianes crew. 
And thought her to adore with humble sprint : 

T* adore thing so divine as beauty were but right. 
XII. 
This wicked woman had a wicked sonne. 
The comfort of her age and weary dayes, 
A laesy loord,^ for nothing good to donne,^ 
But stretched forth in ydlenesse alwayes, 
Ne ever cast his mind to covet prayse, 
Or ply himselfe to any honest trade ; 
But all the day before the sunny rayes 
He us'd to slug,^ or sleepe in slothfiili shade : 

Such laesmesse both lewd^ and poore attonce him made. 
XIII. 
He, comroing home at undertime,^ there found 
The fayrest creature that he ever saw 
Sittbg beside his mother on the ground : 
The sight whereof did gready him adaw,^ 
And his base thought with terrour and with aw 
So inly smot, that as one, which hath gaz'd 
On the bright sunne unwares, doth soone withdraw 
His feeble eyne with too much brightnes daz'd^ ; 

So stared he on her, and stood long while amaz'd. 
XIV. 
Softly at last he gan his mother aske, 
What mister wight that was, and whence deriv'd. 
That in so straunge disguizement there did maske, 

^ Laesy loord^ idle fellow. ^ Undertimef eTening. 

* Donne, do. * Adau>, fill with awe. 

' Slugy lie idly. ' Daz'd, dazzled. 
^ Lewd, ignonnt. 

XIV. 2.— WIM mister wight.] What sort of ereatnxe.— 
trade, occupation, condition of life ', Fr. metier. 
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And by what accident she there airiv'd ? 
But she, as one nigh of her wits depriv'd, 
With nought but ghastly lookes him answered ; 
Like to a ghost, that lately is reviv'd 
From Stygian shores where late it wandered: 

So both at her, and each at other wondered. 
XV. 
But the fayre Virgm was so meeke and myld, 
That she to them vouchsafed to embace ^ 
Her goodly forty and to their senses vyld ^ 
Her gentle speach applyde, that in short space 
She grew familiare in that desert place. 
During which time the Chorle, through her so kind 
And courteise use, conceived affection bace, 
And cast to love her in his brutish nund ; 

No love, but brutish lust, that was so beasdy tmd.^ 
XVI. 
Closely ^ the wicked flame his bowels brent,^ 
And shortly grew into outrageous fire ; 
Yet had he not the hart, nor hardiment,^ 
As unto her to utter his desire ; 
His ca3rtive'' thought durst not so high aspire: 
But with soft sighes and lovely semblaunces 
He ween'd that his affecdon entire ^ 
She should aread ^ ; many resemblaimces ^^ 

To her he made, and many kbde remembraunces. 
XVII. 
Oft fiom the forrest wildings " he did bring, 

' £111^0, bring down. ^ CsyCtve, base. 

' Vyldt vile, low. ' Entire, inward. 

' T^n^, excited. * Aread, perceive. 

* Closely y aecreUy. ^ ResemUauneeSy attentions. 

* Brent f burned. >* Wildings, wild applet. 
' Hurdiment, coaiMge. 

26* 
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Whose sides empurpled were with smyling red ; 
And oft young birds, which he had taught to mg 
His maistresse praises sweedy caroled : 
Girlcmds of flowres sometimes for her &ire hed 
He fine would dight ^ ; sometimes the squirrel wild 
He brought to her in bands, as conquered 
To be her thrall, his fellow-servant vild ^ : 

All which she of him tooke with countenance meeke and mikL 
XVIII. 
But, past a while, when she fit season saw 
To leave that desert mansion, she cast ^ 
In secret wize herselfe thence to withdraw. 
For feare of mischiefe, which she did forecast 
Might by the witch or by her sonne compast ^ : 
Her wearie palfi^y, closely ^ as she might, 
Now well recovered after long repast, 
In his proud ftimitures she freshly dight,^ 

His late miswandred wayes now to remeasure rig^t 

XIX. 
And eaiely, ere the dawning day appeared 
She forth issewd, and on her ioumey went ; 
She went in perill, of each noyse afi^ard 
And of each shade that did itselfe present ; 
For still she feared to be overhent "^ 
Of that vile Hag, or her uncivile Sonne ; 
Who when, too late awaking, well they kent ^ 
That their fayre Guest was gone, they both begoone 

To make exceeding mone as they had beene undonne. 

' Digkif prepare, arrange. * Closdy^ aeereUy. 

' VUdy Tile, low. • Dight, dressed, decked. 

' Goff, resolved. "* Overhent^ overiMken. 

^ Compattf contriTed. ' Kent, knew. 



XVni. h^Patt a whUe.] After some time had paoed. 
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XX. 

But that lewd fever did the most lament 
For h^ depart,^ that ever man did heare ; 
He knockt his brest with desperate intent, 
And scratcht his face, and with hb teeth did teare 
His njgged flesh, and rent his ragged heare : 
That his sad mother seeing his sore plight 
Was gready woe-begon, and gan to feare 
Least his fraile senses were emperisht quight, 

And love to frenzy tunid ; sith' love is frandeke hi^L^ 

XXI 
All wayes shee sought him to restore to plight, 
With herbs, with charms, with counsel, and with teares ; 
But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counsell, mig^t 
Asswage the fury which his entrails teares : 
So strong is passion that no reason heares ! 
Tho,^ when all other helpes she saw to faile. 
She tumd herselfe backe to her wicked leares ^ ; 
And by her divelish arts thought to prevaile 

To bring her backe againe, or woike her finall bale.* 
XXII. 
Eftsoones'^ out of her hidden cave she cald 
An hideous beast of homble asptet. 
That could the stoutest ccHage have appald ; 
Monstrous, mishapt,^ and all his backe was spect 
With thousand spots of colours qudnt elect ^ ; 

' Depart, deputare. * JSola, dettrnetioii. 

' Silkj Bince. ' EfttoentMf immedMlely. 

> Eight, caUed. > JiHMkapt, miMhaped. 

« The, then. • QiMtat eUet, oddlj 
* Lmnt^ lefltons. 



XXI. 1. — Top^Al.] Tohbiiraal 
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Thereto ^ so swifte that it all beasts did pas : 
like never yet did living eie detect ; 
But likest it to an hyena was 

That feeds on wemens flesh, as others feede on gias. 
xxm. 
It forth she cald, and gave it streight^ m chaige 
Through thicke and thin her to pouisew apace, 
Ne once to stay to rest, or breath at large, 
Till her hee had attaind and brought m place. 
Or quite devourd her beauties scomeiiill grace* 
The mcxister, swifte as word that fiom her went. 
Went forth in haste, and did her footing trace 
So sure and swiftly, through his perfect sent ' 

And passing speede, that shordy he her oveifaent.^ 
XXIV. 
Whan when the fearefiill Damzell nig^ espide. 
No need to bid her fast away to flie ; 
That ugly shape so sore her temfide, 
That it she shund no lesse then ^ dread to die; 
And her flitt palfrey did so well apply 
His nimble feet to her conceived feare. 
That whilest his breath did strength to him supply. 
From peiill free he her away did beare ; 

But, when his force gan faile, his pace gan wex areaie.* 



^ JheretOj besides. * Ovarhent, overtook. 

' Sireigkt, strictly. • T%en, than. 

' SaUf scent. * Wez armrtj grow slow. 



XXII. 9. —That fuds on toemats fleshy &c.] " The hyena is said to 
feed on hnman flesh. See Gesner, Hist. Jininud. p. 555. But I do not 
find in the old naturalist, that the animal selects only vemeng flesh.*' — 
Todd. 

xxm. 4. — Brought m place.] Brought to that place. 
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XXV. 

Which whenas she perceiv'd, she was djsmayd 
At that same last extremity fill sore, 
And of her safety greatly grew afrayd : 
And now she gan approch to the sea shore. 
As it befell, that she could flie no more. 
But yield herselfe to spoile of greedmesse : 
lighdy she leaped, as a wight forlore,^ 
From her dull horse, m desperate distresse, 

And to her feet betooke her doubtfull sickemesse. 
XXVI. 
Not halfe so fast the wicked Myrrha fled 
From dread of her revenging fathers bond ; 
Nor halfe so fast to save her maydenhed 
Fled fearefull Daphne on th' ^gaean strond ; 
As Florimell fled from that monster yond,^ 
To reach the sea ere she of him were raught ' : 
For m the sea to drowne herselfe she fond. 
Rather then^ of the tyrant to be caught : 

Thereto ^ fear gave her wings, and need her corage taught 
xxvn. 
It fortuned (High God did so ordaine) 
As shee arrived on the roring shore. 
In minde to leape into the mighty maine, 
A litde bote lay hoving® her before, 
In which there slept a fisher old and pore, 

^ Forlore, forlorn, desperate. * T%m, than. 

' Yond, funovm. ^ TTkereto, besidei. 

' RoMght, reached. * Homng^ heaving. 



XXV. 9.— -jfiui to her fcet^ &c.] And committed her safety, then 
donbtful, to the charge of her feet. — SickemusB means safety. 

XXVI. 7. — Sfte/ond.] She found in her heart, or chose. 
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The whSes his nets were diying on the sand: 
Into the same shee lept, and with the ore 
Did thiust the shallop fitxn the floting strand : 

So safety** fownd at sea, which she fownd not at land. 
XXVIU. 
The monster, ready on the pray to sease, 
Was of his forward hope deceived quight , 
Ne durst assay to wade the perlous ^ seas, 
But, greedily long gapmg at the sight. 
At last in vaine was forst to tume his flight. 
And tell the idle tidings to his Dame : 
Yet, to avenge his divelish despight. 
He set upon her palfrey tired lame. 

And slew him cruelly ere any reskew came : 
XXIX. 
And, after havmg him embowelled 
To fiU his hellish gorge, it chaunst a Knight 
To passe that way, as forth he traveOed : 
Yt was a goodly Swaine, and of great might, 
As ever man that bloody field did fight ; 
But in vain sheows, that wont yong Knights bewitch. 
And courdy services, tooke no delight ; 
But rather ioyd to bee than seemen sich ^ : 

For both to be and seeme to him was labor lich.® 
XXX. 
It was to weete the good Sir Satyrane 

^ PerUnUy perilous. ' Skhj nich. ' XicA, li^t 



XXVII. 8. — 7%e ahailoffrom theJloHng ttrandJ] The shallop float- 
ing from the stnuid. 

XXVIII. 2. — His forward kopt.'\ His confident expectation. 
XXX. 1. — Sir Satyrane.'\ Sir Satyrane reappears from the aizth 

canto of the first book, where we left him fighting with Sansloy. 
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That raungd abitxie to seeke adventures wilde. 
As was his wont, m forest and m plaine : 
He was aU armd in rugged Steele un61de,^ 
As in the smoky forge it was compilde,^ 
And m his scutchm ^ bore a satyres hedd : 
He comming present, where the monster vilde 
Upon that milke-white palfreyes carcas fedd, 

Unto his reskew ran, and greedily him spedd. 
XXXI. 
There well perceivd he that it was the horse 
Whereon feire Florimell was wont to ride, 
That of that feend was rent without remorse : 
Much feared he least ought did ill betide 
To that &ire Maide, the flowre of wemens pride ; 
For her he dearely loved, and in all 
His &mous conquests highly magnifide : 
Besides, her golden girdle, which did fall 

From her m flight, he fownd, that did him sore apall. 
XXXII. 
Full of sad feare and doubtfiill agony 
Fiercely he flew upon that wicked feend ; 
And with huge strokes and cruell battery 
Him forst to leave his pray, for to attend 
ffimselfe from deadly daunger to defend : 
Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh 
He did engrave,^ and rouchell ^ blood did spend, 
Yet might not doe him die ; but aie more fresh 

And fierce he still appeard, the more he did him thresh. 

* Vi^Udej unpolished. * ComjnJtde, wrought. ' SmteAtn, ihield. 
* Engrave^ cnt, pierce. * Muekdlj much. 



XXX. 9. — GreedUy him sptdd.] Eagerly hasieiied. 
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XXXIII. 

He wist ^ not bow him to despoile of life, 

Ne how to win the wished victory, 

Sith' ho he saw still stronger grow through strife, 

And himselfe weaker through infinnity : 

Greatly he grew enrag'd, and furiously 

Hurling his sword away he lightly lept 

Upon the beast, that with great cruelty 

Rored and raged to be underkept ; 

Yet he perforce him held, and strokes upon him bept. 
XXXIV. 
As he that strives to stop a suddein flood, 
And in strong bancks hts violence restraine, 
Forceth it swell above his wonted mood. 
And largely overflow the fruitfiill plaine, 
That all the countrey seemes to be a maine,^ 
And the rich furrowes flote, all quite fordonne^: 
The wofull husbandman doth lowd complaine 
To see his whole yeares labor lost so soone. 

For which to God he made so many an idle boone ' 
XXXV. 
So him he held, and did through might amate^: 
So long he held him, and him bett so long, 
That at tlie last his fiercenes gan abate. 
And meekely stoup unto the ^ctor strong : 
Who, to avenge the implacable wrong 
Which he supposed donne to Florimell, 
Sought by «dl meanes his dolor ^ to prolong, 

> Wist, knew. * Boone, pr&jer. 

* SUkf since. * AmaU, fubdae. ~ 

' Mainef sea. ^ DotoTf pain. 
^ Fordamuj rained. 
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Sitb ^ dint of Steele his carcas could not quell ; 

His maker with her channes had fiamed him so welL 
XXXVI. 
The golden ribband, which that Virgin wore 
About her sclender waste, he tooke in hand, 
And with it bownd the beast that lowd did rare 
For great despight of that unwonted band, 
Yet dared not his victor to withstand. 
But trembled like a lambe fled fiom the pray ; 
And aU the way him Mowd on the strand, 
As ^ he had long bene learned to obay ; 

Yet never learned be such service till that day. 
XXXVII. 
Thus as he led the beast along the way. 
He spide far off a mighty Giauntesse 
Fast Aying, on a courser dapled gray, 
From a bold Knight that with great hardmesse ' 
Her hard pursewd, and sought for to suppresse : 
She bore before her lap a dolefull Squire, 
Lymg athwart her horse in great distresse, 
Fast bounden hand and foote with cords of wire, 

Whome she did meane to make the thraU of her desire. 
XXXVIII. 
Which whenas Satyrane beheld, in haste 
He lefte tus captive beast at liberty, 
And crost the nearest way, by which he cast* 
Her to encounter ere she passed by ; 
But she the way shund nathemore ^ forthy,^ 

> 5i^, since. * Ca«(, porpoted, refolved. 

* ^, u if. * Jfatkemoref none the more. 

' Hardinesse^ boldnen . * Fortky, therefore. 



XXXVI. 6. — Fled from the pray.] .From the preyer, or tpoUar. 
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But forward gallopt &st ; which when he spyde, 
Hb mi^tj speare he ccNiched warily. 
And at her ran ; she, having him desciyde, 

Herselfe to fight addrest, and threw her lode aade. 
XXXIX. 
Like as a goshauke, that in foote doth beare 
A trembling culver,^ having spide on hight 
An eagle that with plumy wings doth sheare^ 
The subde ayre stouping with all his might, 
The quarrey ^ throwes to ground with fell despi^t. 
And to the batteill doth herselfe prepare : 
So ran the Geauntesse unto the fight ; 
Her fyrie eyes with fiirious sparkes did stare, 

And with blasphemous bannes ^ Hi^ God in peeces tare. 

XL. 
She caught in hand an huge great yron mace, 
Wherewith she many had of life deprived ; 
But, ere the stroke could seize his aymed place, 
Ks speare amids her sun-brode shield airiv'd ; 
Yet nathemore^ the Steele asonder riv'd, 
AU ^ were the beame b bignes like a mast, 
Ne her out of the stedfast sadle driv'd ; 
But, glauncing on the tempred metall, brast^ 

In thousand shivers, and so forth beside her past 

XLI. 
Her steed did stagger with that puissaunt stiooke ; 



' Culver, (eutfraj Saxon,) dove. * Jfathevunrej none the more. 

' Skeare, cut. * All, although. 

• (^umrey, prey. ' Braat, broke. 
^ Bonne*, cursea. 



XL. 3. — Ondd seize his aymed plaeeJ] Could reach the plaoe at 
which it waa aimed or directed. 
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But she no more was moved with that might 
Then ^ it had lighted on an aged oke. 
Or on the marble pillour that is pight ^ 
Upon the top of mount Olympus hight, 
For the brave youthly champions to assay 
With bummg charet wheeles it nigh to smite ; 
But who that smites it mars his ioyous play. 
And is the spectacle of ruinous decay .^ 
XLII. 
Yet, therewith sore enrag'd, with steme regard 
Her dreadiiill weapon she to him addrest, 
Which on his helmet martelled so hard 
That made him low mcline his lofty crest, 
And bowd his battred visour to his brest : 

1 Tlbof, than if. * P*ght, placed. * Deeoy^ defeat 



XLl. 5. — CfnunaU Olympus hight.] The chariot races of antiquity 
are here described. At the end of the circus, a pillar was erected, 
round which the chariots turned ; and it was a contest of skill to pass 
as near as posmble without touching. The classical reader wiU recol- 
kct the expression in the first ode of the first book of Horace — 

" Metaque fervidis 

Evitata rotis.*' 

Spenser makes a singular mistake in supposing that the Olympic 
games were celebrated on Mount Olympus, besides the absurdity of 
laying the scene of a chariot race on the top of a mountain. On this 
account, Church would transfer the blame to the printer, who, as he 
conjectures, transposed the fourth and fiilh lines, and that Spenser 
wrote the passage thus — 

* an aged oke. 

Upon the top of mount Olympus hight, 
Or on the marble pillour that is pight,' 

dko., which seems not improbable. 
XLII. 3. — Martelled.] Hammered. — Martd is a French word, 

meaning hammer y derived from the Latin maUeus, 
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Wheiewitb he was so stund that be n'ote^ lyde. 
But reeled to and fro from east to west: 
Wliich when his cruell enimy espyde. 
She lightly unto him adbyned^ syde to syde ; 

XLIII. 
And, on his collar laying puissaunt hand, 
Out of his wavering seat him piuckt perfoise, 
Perforse him piuckt unable to withstand 
Or helpe himselfe ; and laymg thwart her boise, 
In loathly wise like to a canion corse, 
She bore him fast away : which when the Emght 
That her pursewed saw, with great remorse' 
He neare was touched in his noble spright, 

And gan encrease his speed as she encreast her flight. 
XLIV. 
Whcnn whenas nigh approching she espyde. 
She threw away her burden angrily ; 
For she list not the batteill to abide, 
But made herselfe more light away to fly : 
Yet her the hardy Knight pursewd so nye 
That almost m the backe he oft her strako : 
But still, when him at hand she did espy, 
She tumd, and semblaunce of faire fight did make; 

But, when he stayd, to flight againe she did her take. 
XLV. 
By this the good Sir Satyrane gan wake 
Out of his dreame that did him long entraunce. 
And, seeing none in place, he gan to make 
Exceeding mone, and curst that cruell chaunce 

^ JCcUj could not. * ^diayned, approached, or joined henelf. 
• Remorse, pity. 



XLIII. 5. — In loathly loue.] In a disgraceful manner. 
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Which reft from him so faire a chevisaunce^ : 
At length he spjde whereas that wofiill Squyre, 
Whom he had reskewed frcxn captivaunce^ 
Of his strong foe, lay tombled in the myre, 

Unable to arise, or foot or hand to styre.^ 
XLVI. 
To whom approching, well he mote perc^ve 
In that fowie plight a ccHnely personage 
And lovely face, made fit for to deceive 
Fraile Ladies hart with loves consuming rage. 
Now m the blossome of his freshest age : 
He reard him up, and loosd his yron bands, 
And after gan inquire his parentage. 
And how he fell into that Gyaunts hands, 

And who that was which chaced her along the lands. 
XLVII. 
Then trembling yet through feare the Squire bespake ; 
" That Geauntesse Argante is behight,* 
A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Watre against heven, and heaped hils on bight 
To scale the skyes and put love bom his right : 
Her syre TyphcBus was ; who, mad through merth, 
And dronke with blood of men slaine by his might, 
Through incest her of his owne mother Earth 

Whylome * begot, being but halfe twin of that berth : 
XLVIII. 
" For at that berth another babe she bore ; 
To weet, the mightie OUyphant, that wrought 
Great wreake^ to many errant Knights of yore, 
And many hath to foule confiision brought. 

* CheviaoMnee, adventare. * Behightf called. 

* Ca^tivaunee, captiTitj. * fVhylonUy formerly. 

* StyrBf move. * Wreake^ min. 

27* 
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These twinnes, men say, (a thmg br passmg thought,) 
Whiles in their mothers wombe enclosd they wete. 
Ere they into the Ughtsom world were brought, 
In fleshly lust were mingled both yfere,^ 

And in that monstrous wise did to the worid appere. 
XLIX. 
" So liv'd they ever after m like sin, 
Crainst natures law and good behaveoure : 
But greatest shame was to that maiden twin ; 
Who, not content so fowly to devoure 
Her native flesh and staine her brothers bowre,* 
Did wallow in all other fleshly mjre, 
And suffied beastes her body to deflowre ; 
So whot ^ she burned in that lustiiill fyre : 

Fet all that might not slake her sensuaU desyre : 

L. 
^' But over all the countrie she did raunge. 
To seeke young men to quench her flaming thrust,^ 
And feed her fancy with delightfull chaunge : 
Whom so she fittest findes to serve her lust, 
Through her maine strength, in which she most doth trust, 
She with her bringes into a secret ile, 
Where in eteraall bondage dye he must, 
Or be the vassall of her pleasures vile, 

And in all shamefuU sort himselfe with her defile. 

LI. 
'* Me seely ^ wretch she so at vauntage caught. 
After she long m waite for me did lye. 
And meant unto her prison to have brought, 
Her lothsom pleasure there to satisfye ; 

» iy«re, together. « Thrust, thint 

■ Bowrcy chamber. ^ Sedy, silly, nmple. 



C. VII. THE FAERIE ^^UEENE. 319 

That thousand deathes me lever ^ were to dye 
Then breake the vow that to faire Columbell 
I plighted have, and yet keepe sted&stly : 
As for my name, it mistreth^ not to tell ; 

CaU me the Squyre of Dames ; that me beseemeth well. 

LII. 
" But that bold Knight, whom ye pursuing saw 
That Geauntesse, is not such as she seemd, 
But a faire Virgm that in martiall law 
And deedes of armes above aU Dames is deemd, 
And above many Knightes is eke esteemd 
For her great worth ; she Palladine is hight ^ : 
She you from death, you me from dread, redeemd : 
Ne any may that monster match in fight, 

But she, or such as she, that is so chaste a wight" 

LIII. 
'' Her well beseemes that quest,^ " quoth Satyrane : 
" But read,* thou Squyre of Dames, what vow is this, 
Which thou upon thyselfe hast lately ta'ne ? " 
" That shall I you recount," quoth he, " ywis,® 
So be ye pleasd to pardon all amis. 
That gentle Lady whom I love and serve, 
After long suit and wearie servicis. 
Did aske me how I could her love deserve. 

And how she might be sure that I would never swerve. 

Liv. 
** I, glad by any meanes her grace to gaine. 

' Me UveTf 1 woald rather. * Qu^i expedition. 

* Mistrethf si^ifieih. * Read^ explain. 

' Highi, called. • YwiSf certainly. 



LIII. 4.— That shtM I ytm reeamU^ quoth he.] <'The tale of the 
Sqoyre of Damefl ii a copy of the Heat's tale in Arioato, canto 
XXVm."— WARTOir. 
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Badd her commaund my life to save or spill ^ : 

Eitsoones ^ she badd me with incessaunt paine 

To wander through the world abroad at will, 

And every where, where with my power or skill 

I might doe service unto gentle Dames, 

That I the same should iaithMy fulfill ; 

And at the twelve monethes end should bring their names 

And pledges, as the spoiles of my victorious games. 

LV. 
" So well I to faire Ladies service did. 
And found such favour in their loving hartes, 
That, ere the yeare hts course had compas^d, 
Three hundred pledges for my good desartes, 
And thrice three hundred thanks for my good partes, 
I with roe brought and did to her present : 
Which when she saw, more bent to eke ^ my smartes 
Then ^ to reward my trusty true intent. 

She gan for roe devise a grievous punishment ; 

LVI. 
" To weet, that I my traveill should resume, 
And with like labour walke the world arownd, 
Ne ever to her presence should presume, 
Till I so many other Dames had fownd. 
The which, for all the suit I could propownd, 
Would me refuse their pledges to afford. 
But did abide for ever chaste and sownd." 
" Ah ! gentle Squyre," quoth he, " tell at one word, 

How many fownd'st thou such to put in thy record? '* 
LVIX. 
" Indeed, Sir Knight," said he, " one word may tell 
All that I ever fownd so wisely stayd,* 

^ SpiU, ipoil, destroy. * Efisoones, immediately. ' Eks^ inereaie, 
^ Then, than. ^ Staydy staid, or discreet. 
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For onely three they were disposd so well ; 
And yet three yeures I now abiode have stmyd, 
To find them out" '< Mote I/' then laugUng sayd 
The Knight, '* inquire of thee what were those three, 
The which thy proffied curtesie denayd ^ ? 
Or ill they seemed sure avizd^ to bee, 

Or brutishly brought up, that nev'r did fiuhions see." 
LVIII. 
*^ The first which then refused me," said bee, 
** Ceites ' was but a common couitisane ; 
Yet flat reiiisd to have adoe with mee. 
Because I could not give her many a jane.'^ 
(Thereat full hartely bughed Satyrane.) 
^* The second was an holy nunne to chose, 
Which would not let me be her chappeUane, 
Because she knew, she sayd, I would disclose 

Her counsell, if she should her trust in me repose. 

LlX. 
^< The third a damzell was of low degree, 
Whom I in oountrey cottage fownd by chaunoe: 
Full litle weened I that chastitee 
Had lodging m so meane a maintenaunce ^ ; 
Yet was she fayre, and m her countenaunce 
Dwelt simple truth in seemeiy fiishion : 
Long thus I woo'd her with due 6bservaunoe, 
In hope unto my pleasure to have won ; 

But was as iar at last, as when I first be^n. 

^ DmMfd^ denied. * CsrfBv, traly. 

' JMsdf disposed. ^ AfotnlMioimM, eonffitioii. 



LVIII. 4. — Many a jane.] Mach money. — Jane, •ccordinf to Tyr^ 
irhttt, wu a nneU coin of Qenoe, or Janoft. 
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LX. 

^* Safe ^ her, I never any woman fisund 

That chastity did for itselfe embrace, 

But were fiir other causes firme and sound ; 

Either for want of handsome time and place, 

Or else for feaie of shame and fowie disgrace. 

Thus am I hopelesse ever to attaine 

My Ladies love, in such a desperate case, 

But all my dayes am like to waste in vaine, 

Seeking to match the chaste with th' unchaste Ladies traine." 

LXI. 
" Perdy," * sayd Satjrrane, " thou Squyie of Dames, 
Great labour fondly ^ hast thou hent^ in hand. 
To get small thankes, and therewith many blames ; 
That may emongst Alcides labours stand." 
Thence backe returning to the former land,^ 
Where late he left the beast he overcame, 
He found him not ; for he had broke his band. 
And was retumd agabe unto his Dame, 

To tell what tydings of &yre Florimell became. 



save. * Perdyt tiuly. > Fondly, fooliahly. 

^ Hent, taken. * Land, place. 



LX. 1. — Sofe ker, &c.] Let it be remembered that these lentiiiieiili 
are put hj Spenaer into the month of a light and Tain profligate, and 
that they are no more to be regarded as his own, than the langoage of 
the &11en angels, in Paradise Lost, is to be deemed as ezpreasiTe of 
Milton's own opinions. No poet ever had a truer respect for woman 
than Spenser. 

LX. 9. — Seeking to maiekf dec.] Seeking to make up the number 
of three hundred of each. 

LXL 6.— Where lota he l^, fto.] See stansaa XXXVI. and 

XXX vm. 



C. Tm. THB FASBU <),UEXI)E. 



CANTO VIII. 

The Witch creates a aoowy La- 
dy like to Florimell ; 

Who wrong'd by Carle, by Proteus sav'd, 
Ib sought by ParidelL 

I. 
So oft as I this history record^ 
My hart doth mdt with meere compas^Qn, 
To thinke how causelesse of her owne accord 
Thb gentle Damzell, whom I write upon, 
Should plonged be in such affliction. 
Without all hope of comfort or reliefe ; 
That sure I weene the hardest hart of stcme 
Would hardly finde ^ to aggravate her griefe : 
For misery craves rather mercy then ^ repriefe.^ 
II. 
But that accursed Hag, her hostesse late, 
Had so enranckled her malitious hart. 
That she desyrd th' abridgement of her fate,^ 
Or long enlargement of her paineiiill smart 
Now when the beast, which by her wicked art 
Late iborth she sent, she backe retouming spyde 
Tjde with her golden girdle ; it a part 

1 FmdSf choose. * Reprirfe^ reproof. 

' ITun, than. « FaU, fated term of lift. 



1. 3. <— GbiimImm of her owne aeeard.] Withoat any aet or 
of her own. 
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Of Her rich spoyles whom he had earst^ destioyd 
She weendy and woodrous gladnes to her hart applyde: 

m. 
Andy with it ronning hastly to her sonne, 
Thought with that aght him much to have leliv'd* ; 
Who, tb^ieby deeming sure the thing as donne, 
I£s foraier griefe with iuiie fresh revived 
Much more than earst,^ and would have algates ' riv'd 
The hart out of his brest : for sith^ her dedd 
He surely dempt,^ himselfe he thought deprived 
Quite of all hope wherewith he long had fedd 
His foolish malady, and long time had misledd. 

IV. 
With thought wh^ieof exceeding mad he grew. 
And in his rage his mother would have slame. 
Had she not fled mto a secret mew,^ 
Wh^re she was wont her sprightes to entertainer 
The maisters of her art : there was she &ine^ 
To call them all in order to her ajd^ 
And them conjure, upon etemall paine, 
To counsell her so carefully ® dismayd 
How she might heale her sonne whose senses were d^eayd.' 

V. 
By their advice, and her owne wicked wit, 
She there deviz'd a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whose like on earth was never framed yit ; 
That even Nature selfe envide the same, 
And grudg'd to see the counterfet should shame 

1 Earst, he^fte, * Jfeio, hidbigwplafte. 

* JleUv'ff, veaniinafted. ^ Fainej gUA, 

* JUgaUSf at any rate. * Car^uUy, wriowfii Uy, 
< 9iA, MAee. * D^oafd^ i 

* Dtmptj deemed. 
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The thing itsdfe : In hand she boldlj tooke 
To make another like the former Dame, 
Another Florimell, in shape and looke 

So lively/ and so like, that many it mistooke. 
VI. 
Tlie substance, whereof she the body made, 
Was purest snow in massy mould congeald, 
Which she had gathered in a shady glade 
Of the Riphoean hils, to her reveald 
By errant ^ sprights, but from all men conceald : 
Tlie same slie tempred with fine mercury 
And virgin wex ^ that never yet was seald, 
And mmgled them with perfect vennily ^ ; 

That like a lively sanguine it seemd to the eye. 

VII. 

Instead of eyes two burning lainpes she set 
In silver sockets, shynmg like the skyes. 
And a quicke moving spirit did anet^ 
To stirre and roll them like to womens eyes : 
Instead of yellow lockes she did devyse 
With golden wyre to weave her curled head : 
Tet golden wyre was not so yellow thryse 
As Florimells fayre heare : and, in the stead 
Of life, she put a spright to rule the carcas dead ; 
VIII. 
A wicked spright, yftaught* with fawning guyle 

> I«Mly, lift-like. * ErrmU^ wandering. ' JTcs, wex. 
< reniiiIy,Termilion. * j^rrd, appoint. • F/WnyAt, filled. 



VI. 4. — Ripkam kUiJ] These were monntaina (probablj imagi- 
nary) in the north of Scythia. The name waa applied to any eold 
monntaina. 

VII. 7.— IFfleMC m ytOow tikryM.] Waa not » tliird part so yellow. 
VOL. II. 28 
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And fayre resemUance aboye all the rest. 

Which with the Prince of Daikenes fell somewhyle^ 

Fnxn heyens blis and eyeilasting rest : 

Him needed not instruct which way were best 

Himselfe to fashion likest Florimell, 

Ne how to speake, ne how to use his gest * ; 

For he in counterfesaunce ^ did excell, 
And all the wyles of wem^is wits knew passmg wdL 

IX. 

Him shaped thus she deckt in gannents gay. 

Which Florimell had left behind her late ; 

That whoso tlien her saw, would surely say 

It was herselfe whom it did imitate, 

Or fiiyrer then herselfe, if ought algate^ 

Might &yrer be. And then she forth her brought 

Unto her sonne that lay m feeble state ; 

Who seeing her gan streight upstart, and thought 
She was the Lady selfe whom he so long had sought. 

X. 

Tho,^ fast her clipping* twixt his armes twayne, 

Extremdy ioyed in so happy sight. 

And soone forgot his former sickely payne : 

But she, the more to seeme such as she hight,'' 

Coyly rebutted ® his embracement light ; 

Tet still, with gende countenaunce, retam'd 

Enough to hold a foole in vaine delight : 

Him long she so with shadowes entertam'd, 
As her creatresse had in charge to her ordam'd : 

^ SamewkyUfformeTlj. * 7%o, then. 

* Out^ deportment * Cl^iping, embmnng 
' CoimterfesaMncef connterfeiting. ^ ^^V^f ^"^^ called. 

* JUgaie, by any means. ■ R§buiUd, repelled. 
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XI. 
Tni on a day, as he disposed was 
To walke the woodes with that his idde^ faire, 
Her to disport and idle time to pas 
In th' open ireshnes of the gentle aire, 
A Knight that way there chaunced to repaire ; 
Yet Knight he was not, but a boastfull swame 
That deedes of armes had ever m despaire. 
Proud Braggadocchio, that in vaunting vaine 

His glory did repose and credit did mdntaine. 
XII. 
He, seeing with that Choile^ so faire a wight 
Decked with many a costly ornament, 
Much merveiled thereat, as well he might, 
And thought that match a fowle disparagement: 
His bloody speare efiesoones 3 he boldly bent 
Against the silly Clowne, who dead through feare 
Fell streight to ground in great astonishment: 
" Villem," sayd he, " this Lady is my deare ; 

Dy, if thou it gabesay : I will away her beare." 
XIII. 
The feareiiill Chorle ^ durst not gainesay nor dooe, 
But tremblmg stood, and yielded him the pray ; 
Who, finding litle leasure her to wooe. 
On Tromparts steed her mounted without stay, 
And without reskew led her quite away. 
Proud man himselfe then Braggadochio deem'd, 
And next to none, after that happy day, 

' IdoUf image. * Chorle^ churl. * EfUtooneSy immeduitely. 

XI. 8. — Proud BraggadoeekioJ] Bnggtdocchio ^pean from the 
third canto of the aecond book. 

XII. 5. — HU bloody apeare.] This is ironical. 

Xin. 7. — And next to none.} That ia, aecond to none. 



Bdng possessed of tbat spoyle, which seem'd 
The fairest wight od gtoond and most of men eataem'd. 

XIV. 
But, when he saw himselfe free from pourante, 
He gan make gende purpose ^ to his Dame 
With tennes of love and lewdnesse dissolute ; 
For he could well his glosing ' speaches frame 
To such yaine uses that him best became : 
But she thereto would lend but light regard. 
As seeming soiy that she ever came 
Into his powre, that used her so hard 

To reave^ her honor which she more then^ life prebxd. 

XV. 
Thus as they two of kindnes treated long. 
There them by chaunoe enoountred od the way 
An armed Knight upon a courser strong, 
Whose trampling feete upon the hollow lay ^ 
Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affiay 
That Capons corage ; yet he looked grim. 
And fiiynd to cheare his Lady in dismay. 
Who seemd for feare to quake in every lim, 

And h«r to save from outrage meekely prayed him. 

XVI. 
Fiercely that Straunger forward came ; and, nigh 
Approching, with bold words and Utter threat 
Bad that same Boaster, as he mote on hig^. 
To leave to him that liady fiir escheat, 

* FiirpMe, conyerMttion. * Gloting fdeceiying. 

' Bmm, take away. « Tkm, than. * Lay, lea. 



^V. Z,^Jhk^rmad Kmgkt.^ The name of this knight is Sir To- 
taogh, as we learn in the second canto of the fourth book. 
XVI. 3. — Ashenuteonkigh.J In as peremptory a manner as he oonlil. 
XVI. 4.~£3E«A«a(.] JEacAsot.— Lands which ara forfeited, or to 
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Or bide ^ him batteiU without fuither ttntfi 
That chaUenge did too peremptocy seeme. 
And fild his senses with abashment great; 
Tet, seeing nig^ him ieopardy extreme. 
He it dissembled well, and light seemd to ( 

xvn. 

Saying, << Thou foolish Knight, that weeost with winds 

To Steele away that I with Uowes have wonne, 

And brought through points of many perilous swords ! 

But if thee list to see thy couiaer ronne, 

Or prove thyselfe ; this sad encounter shonne, 

And seeke els without hazard of thy hedd." 

At those prowd words that other Knight begonne 

To wez exceeding wroth, and him aredd' 

To tume his steede about, or sure he should be dedd. 

xvra. 
<< Sith ^ then," sud Braggadochb, << needes thou wih 
Thy dales abridge, through proofe of puissaunce ; 
Turne we our steeds ; that both m equall tilt 
May meete againe, and each take happy chaunce.'' 
This said, they both a forlongs mountenaunce^ 
Retird their steeds, to ronne in even race : 
But Braggadochk) with his bloody launce 
Once having tumd, no more retumd his Ace, 

But lefte his Love to losse, and fled himselfe apace. 

XIX. 
The Knight, him se^g flie, had no regard 

> Bid€f bid, offtr. * Treaty pcriej. * ^edd, toliL 

< Siikf ■mce. * MomiUmumu, distanoe. 



wliieh there b no heir, etekeat or revert to the lord of whom thty i 
held. 

OQ« 
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Him to pouraew, but to the Lduly rode ; 
Andy having her from Trompait lightly reaid/ 
Upon his courser sett the lovly lode. 
And with her fled away without abode': 
Well weened he, that fiurest Fbcimell 
It was with whom in c<Hnpany he yode,' 
And 90 herselfe did alwaies to him tell ; 

So made him thinke himselfe in heven that was in helL 
XX. 
But Flotimell heraelfe was &r away, 
Driyen to great distresse by fortune straunge, 
And taught the careiiill mariner to play,^ 
Sith ^ late mischaunce had her compeld to chaunge 
The land for sea, at randon there to raunge : 
Tett there that cruell queene avengeresse. 
Not satisfyde so far her to estraunge 
From courdy blis and wonted happinesse. 

Did heape on her new waves of weaiy wretchednesse. 
XXI. 
For, b^g fled into the fishers bote 
For refuge from the monsters cruelty, 
Long so she on the mighty maine did flote, 
And with the tide drove forward carelesly ; 
For th' ayre was milde and cleared was the side. 
And all his windes dan Aeolus did keepe 



> Reardf taken. * Abode, delay. > Yode, went. 

Play, act the part of. > Siik, ainoe. 



XX. 1.— -Bitf FUmmtU karsdfe,} See the twenty-aoTenth atana of 
the preceding canto. 

XX. 6. — Cntdi queene avengereeseJ] Queene here ia a peraonifi- 
cation of Fate, or Deatinj, which poiaaed Florimel with a aoxt of 
nyengeful cruelty. 
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From stiiriDg up their stonny emnityi 
As pittying to see her waile and weepe ; 

But all the while the fisher did securely sleepe. 
XXII. 
At last when droncke with drowsinesse he woke. 
And saw his drover ^ drive along the streame, 
He was dismayd ; and thiise his brest he strakoi 
For marveill of that accident extreame: 
But when he saw that blazmg beauties beame, 
Which with rare light his bote did beautifye. 
He marveild more, and thought he yet did dreame. 
Not well awakte ; or that some extasye 

Assotted* had his sence, or dazed' was his eye. 
XXIII. 
But, when her well avizing ^ hee perceiVd 
To be no vmoa nor iantasticke sight, 
Great comfort of her presence he conceiv'd, 
And felt in his old corage ' new delight 
To gm awake, and sOr his fixMen spright : 
Tho ^ rudely askte her, how she thether came ? 
" Ah ! " sayd she, " fiither, I note read ' aright 
What hard misfortune brought me to this same ; 

Tet am I glad that here I now m safety ame. 
XXIV. 
" But thou, good man, sith ^ far in sea we bee. 
And the great waters gin apace to swell, 
That now no more we can the mayn-land see, 

1 Drover, boat. * Cora^ heart, mind. 

' AuotUd, bewildered, bewitched. * Tho, then. 

' Ikuedf dimmed, daxzled. ^ Jfcte read, cannot explain. 

^ Jhntingf looking at. * Sith, since. 



XXII. 1. — Drcnekt wUk droionfiejm.] Tired with aleeping. 
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Have care, I pray, to guide the cock-bote well^ 
Least^ woneoDsea tbeo^usoDland befdL" 
Thereat th' old man did nought but fixidly giin. 
And saidoy his boat the way could wisely tell : 
But his deceiptfiill eyes did never lb ' 

To looke oo her ftiie face and maike her snowy don. 
XXV. 
The sight whereof in his congealed flesh 
Infixt such secrete sting of greedy lust, 
That the drie withered stocke it gan refipesh. 
And kindled heat, that soone in flame fiKth bnist : 
The driest wood is soonest burnt to dust. 
Rudely to her he lept, and his rough hand. 
Where ill became him, rashly would haye thrust ; 
But she with angry scome him did withstond. 

And shamefiilly reproved fiir his rudenes fond.^ 
XXVI. 
But he, that never good nor maners knew. 
Her sharpe rebuke fiill litle did esteeme ; 
Hard is to teach an old horse amUe trew: 
The inward smoke, that did before but steeme. 
Broke into open Gre and rage extreme ; 
And now he strength gan adde unto his will, 
Forcyng to doe that did him fowle misseeme : 
Beasdy he threwe her downe, ne car'd to s{n]l 

Her garments gay with scales of fish, that all did fill. 

XXVII. 
Tlie ally ^ Virgin strove him to withstand 

1 Ltast, lest ' Then^ than. * Lm, eeue. 

* Fond^ fboliflh. > SUl^, innooent. 



XXVI. 7,—Forafng to doe, dec.] Uting fbroe to do that wUeh 
fimlly miabecaiiie him. ^ 
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All that she might, and him in vame revild ; 
Shee strugled strcmgly both with fixyte and hand 
To saye her b jKxr fiom that villaine yflde. 
And Glide to heven, fiom humane help exild. 
O ! ye brave Knights, that boast this Ladies love. 
Where be ye now, when si^ is nigh defild 
Of filthy wretch ! well may she you repiove 

Of fiilsehood or of slouth, when most it may behove ! 
XXVIII. 
But if that thou, Sir Satyran, didst weete,^ 
Or thou, Sir Peridure, her sory state. 
How soooe would yee assemble many a fleete. 
To fetch fiom sea that ye at land lost late 1 
Towies, dtties, kingdomes, ye would ruinate 
In your aveogement and despiteous rage, 
Ne ought your bumbg fiiry mote abate: 
But, if Sir Calidore could it presage, 

No living creature could his cruelty aaswage. 
XXIX. 
But, sith^ that none of all her Knights is nye, 
See how the heavens, of voluntary grace 
And sovenine fitvor towards chastity, 
Doe succor send to her distressed oace : 
So mueb High God doth innocence embnce' 1 
It fortuned, whilest thus she sdfly strove. 
And the wide sea imp6rtuned long space 
Witk shrilling shriekes, Proteus abiode did rove. 

Along the fomy waves driving his finny diove. 

> W§eU, know. * aUh^ nnce. ' EmhrmMy proleet 



XXVin. 1.— ihit if that thou, Xr &rtynm, Ae.] Of tiM thfee 
knighta, mentioned in this ttanst, we ue already acquainted wHh one. 
Sir Satyrane ; Sir Calidora ire meet hereafter; hut of Sir Peridwe we 
hear no more. 
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XXX. 
Pkoteus is shepheaid of the seas of yore. 
And hath the charge of Neptune's migh^ heard ; 
An a^ sire with head all fiowy hore/ 
And sprincUed frost upon his deawy beard : 
Who when those pittifull outcries he heard 
Through all the seas so ruefiilly resownd, 
His chaiett swifte in hast he thether steard, 
Which with a teeme of scaly Phocas bownd 

Was drawne upon the waves, that fiuned him aiownd; 
XXXI. 
And commmg to that 6shers wandrmg bote. 
That went at wiU withouten card or sayle. 
He ther^ saw that yricesome aght, which smote 
Deepe mdignation and compassaon frayle^ 
Into his hart attonce : strdght did he hayle ^ 
The greedy villem from his hoped pray, 
Of which he now did very litde fiiyle ; 
And with his staffe, that drives his heard astray, 

Him bett so sore, that life and sence did much (fismay. 
XXXII. 
The whiles the pitteous lady up did ryse. 
Ruffled and fowly raid ^ with filthy soyle. 
And blubbred ^ face with teares of her faire eyes ; 
Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle. 
To save herselfe from that outrageous spoyle : 
But when she looked up, to weet ® what wight 
Had her from so mfamous fact assoyld,'' 
For shame, but more for feare of his grim aght, 

Downe in her lap she hid her face, and lowdly shright* 

^ Frmoy hort^ moosy hoar. * BhMredf disfigored with weeping. 

* FrayUf tender. * Weet, learn. 

* HayUf hale, drag. ' Asaoyld^ rescued. 
« Raid, diafigured. ■ Skright, shrieked. 
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XXXIII. 
Hersdfe not saved yet fiom daunger dredd 
She thought, but chaung'd fiom one to other feare : 
Like as a fearefull partridge, that is fledd 
From the sharpe hauke which her attached ^ neaie. 
And &b to ground to seeko for succor theare, 
Whereas the hungiy spaniells she does spye 
With greedy iawes her ready for to teare : 
In such distresse and sad perplexity 

Was Florimell, when Proteus she did see her by. 
XXXIV. 
But he endev(xed with speaches mDde 
Her to recomfbrt, and accourage bold, 
Bidding her feare no more her foeman vilde, 
Nor doubt himselie ; and who he was her tdd : 
Yet all that could not fixMn affiight her hold, 
Ne to recomfort her at all prevayld ; 
For her faint hart was with the fiosen cdd 
Benumbd so inly that h^r wits nigh fiiyld, 

And all her sences with abashment quite were quayid. 
XXXV. 
Her up betwixt his rugged hands he reard. 
And with his fiory' lips full sofUy kist, 
Whiles the cold ysickles from his rough beard 
Dropped adowne upon her yvory brest : 
Tet he himselfe so busily addrest,^ 
That her out of astonishment he wrou^t ; 
And, out of that same fishers filthy nest 
Removbg her, into his charet brought, 

And there with many gentle tennes her &ire besought. 

> Atfmchid, attacked. * Frory^ ftoMn. ' Addreti, busied, employed. 



XXXIV. S.— iAeconfM^ hoUL] EnoouzBge eo that ahe miglit ftel 
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XXXVl. 

But that fid leachour, which with bold aasauk 
That beautie durst presume to violate. 
He CZ3X ^ to punbh for his habous fault : 
Theo tooke he him jet trembling sith ' of late 
And tyde behind his chaiet, to aggrate ^ 
The Viigm whom he had abusde so sore ; 
So drag'd him thiough the waves in scomfid state, 
And after cast him up upon the shore ; 

But Fkvimell with him unto his bowre^ he boie. 
xxxvn. 
I£s bowre^ is in the bottom of the maine, 
Under a migbtie rocke gainst which doe rave 
The raring biUowes in th^ pioud disdabe. 
That with the angry working of the wave 
Thereb is eaten out an hoUow cave, 
That seemes rough masons hand with engines keene 
Had long while laboured it to engrave^: 
There was his wonne^ ; ne living wight was seene 

Save one old nymph, bight '' Panope, to keepe it deane. 
XXX vni. 
Thether he brou^t the sory Florimell, 
And entertained her the best he might, 
(And Panope her entertaind eke well,) 
As an immortall mote a mortall wight. 
To winne her liking unto his delight : 
With flattering woides he sweedy wooed her. 
And offered fiure guiftes t' allure her sight ; 
But she both c^ers and the offerer 

Despyade, and all the fawning of the flatterer. 

> Ca$t^ resolved. « Engrave, out owL, 

* Sith, Bince. « Watme, dweUing. 

> jaggrau, pleue. ' HigH^ caUed. 

* Bowre, reiidence. 
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XXXIX. 

Dayly he tempted her with thb or that^ 
And never suffied her to be at rest: 
But evermore she him refused flat. 
And all his fiuned kindnes did detest ; 
So firmely she had sealed up her biesL 
Somedmes he boasted that a god he hight^ ; 
But she a mortall creature loved best : 
Then he would make himselfe a mortall wight ; 

But then she said she lov'd none but a Faery Knight 
XL. 
Then like a Faerie Knight himselfe he drest; 
For every shape on him he could endew: 
Then like a king he was to her exprest, 
And offied kingdoms unto her in vew 
To be his Leman and his Lady trew : 
But, when all this he nothing saw prevaile. 
With harder meanes he cast ^ her to subdew, 
And with sharpe threates her often did assayle; 

So thinking for to make her stubboine corage quayle. 
XLI. 
To dreadfiill shapes he did himselfe transfiinne: 
Now like a gyaunt ; now like to a feend ; 
Then like a centaure ; then like to a storme 
Raging within the waves : Theieby he weend 
Her will to wm unto his wished eend : 
But when with feare, nor favour, nor with all 
He eb could doe, he saw himselfe esteemd, 
Downe m a dongeon deepe he let her fall, 

And threatned there to make her his eteniall tfaxalL 

^ Bigki^ WM called. ' Caatf endeaTOied. 

VOL. II. 29 
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XUI. 
Eteniail thraldome was to her more liefe ^ 
Then * losse of chastitie, or chaunge of love : 
Dye had she rather m tormentmg griefe 
Then^ any should of falsenesse her reproTOy 
Or loosenes, that she lightly did remove.^ 
Most vertuous Virgin ! glory be thy meed, 
And crowne of heavenly prayse with saintes above. 
Where most sweet hymnes of this thy fiunous deed 

Are sdU emongst them song, that far my rymes exceed: 
XLIII. 
Fit song of* angels caroled to bee ! 
But yet whatso my feeble Muse can frame, 
Shal be t* advance thy goodly chastitee, 
And to enroll thy memorable name 
In th' heart of every honourable Dame, 
That they thy vertuous deedes may imitate, 
And be partakers of thy endlesse fame. 
Yt yrkes me leave thee in this wofull state, 

To tell of Satyrane where I him left of late : 
XLIV. 
Who having ended with that Squyie of Dames 
A long discourse of his adventures vayne,^ 
The which himselfe then ^ Ladies more deiames, 
And finding not th' hyena to be slayne. 
With that same Squyre retoumed backe againe 
To his first way : And, as they forward went, 
They spyde a Knight £iyre pricking on the playne, 

^ JUbrs Urfe^ preferable. * Tketif than. * RemovB, change. 
* Cy by. » Vayne, fruiUeaa. 



XLIII. 9. — Of late.] At the end of the preceding canto. 
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As if he were on some adventure bent, 
And in his port appeared manly hardiment*^ 
XLV. 
Sir Satyrane him towardes did addresse, 
To weet' what wight he was, and what his quest': 
And, comming nigh, eilsoones^ he gan to gesse 
Both by the bummg hart which on his brest 
He bare, and by the colours m his crest. 
That Paridell it was : Tho * to him yode,* 
And, him saluting as beseemed best, 
Gan first mquire of tydinges farre abrode ; 
And afterwardes on what adventure now he rode. 
XLVI. 
Who thereto answering said ; " The tydinges bad, 
Which now in Faery Court all men doe tell, 
Which turned hath great mirth to mourning sad, 
Is the late ruine of proud M arinell. 
And suddein parture''^ of faire Florimell 
To find him forth : and after her are gone 
All the brave Knightes, that doen in armes ezcell, 
To savegard® her ywandred* all alone; 
Emongst the rest my lott (unworthy') is to be one." 
XLVII. 
" Ah ! gentle Knight," said then Sir Satyrane, 

> Hardimentf courage. * Yode, went 

* Weetf leam. ^ Parture, departare 

* Qtiesf, object of pYmoit * Savegard, nfegOMidf ytobtct 

* Eftsoanes, immediately. * YiooMdred^ wandering* 
» 77b, then. 



XLV. S.— That PoriddL it kmj.] Thti ii the first appearance of 
Paridell. We are nowhere informed how he and Satjrane became «e- 
qaainted. Paridell is an agreeable and accomplished libertine, llie 
** burning hart" is also a part of the description of Lechery in the 
fourth canto of the first book. ParideUf according to Upton, lepie- 
■ents the earl of Westmoreland. 
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''Thy labour all is lost, I greatly dread, 
That hast a thanklesse service on thee ta'ne, 
And ofliest sacrifice unto the dead : 
For dead, I surely doubt,^ thou maist aread' 
Henceforth for ever Fbrimell to bee ; 
That all the noble Knights of Maydenhead, 
Which her adored, may soie repent' with mee, 

And all fiure Ladies may for ever sory bee." 
XLVIII. 
Which wordes when Paridell had heard, his hew 
Gan greatly chaung, and seemd dismaid to bee ; 
Then sayd ; " Fayre Sir, how may I weene h trew, 
That ye doe tell in such unceiteintee ? 
Or speake ye of report, or did ye see 
lust cause of dread, that makes ye doubt^ so soie? 
For perdie^ elles^ how mote it ever bee. 
That ever hand should dare fcr to engpre ' 

Her noble blood ! The hevens such crudtie abbcxe." 
XLIX. 
''These eyes did see that they will ever rew'' 
T' have scene," quoth he, " whenas a monstrous beast 
The palfiey whereon she did travell slew. 
And of his bowek made his bloody feast : 
Which speaking token sheweth at the least 
Her certain losse, if not her sure decay ®: 
Besides, that more suspicion encreast, 
I found her golden girdle cast astray, 

Distaynd with durt and blood, as relique of the pray." 

> Doubtf fear. • EOes, else. 

* ^eadf deem. ' Engare^ shed. 
■ Rqtemtf gneye. ^ Rew, pity. 

* Perdief tnilj. > Deeay, destniction, desth. 

XLIX. 8. — I found ker goldeti girdle cast affray.] In the seeond 
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L. 
'' Ah me ! " said Paridell, ** the signes be sadd ; 
Andy but God tiurne the same to good soothsay/ 
That Ladies safetie is sore to be dradd^: 
Yet will I not forsake my forward way. 
Till triall doe more certeme truth bewray." 
" Faire Sir," quoth he, " well may it you succeed ! 
Ne long shall Satyrane behind you stay ; 
But to the rest, which in this quest ^ proceed, 

My labour adde, and be partaker of their speed." 

LI. 
" Ye noble Knights," said then the Squyre of DameSy 
" Well may yee speede in so praiseworthy payne ! 
But sith^ the sunne now ginnes ^ to slake his beames 
In deawy vapours of the westeme mayne, 
And lose the teme out of his weary wayne, 
Mote not mislike you also to abate 
Your zealous hast, till morrow next agabe 
Both light of heven and strength of men relate ^ : 

Which if ye please, to yonder Casde tume your gate." 

LII. 
That counsell pleased well ; so aU yfere ^ 
Forth marched to a Castle them befcMie ; 
Where soone arriving they restramed were 
Of ready entraunce, which ought evermore 
To errant Knights be commune : Wondrous sore 

> SooCAjoy, omen. * Gtimefy begini. 

• DrtMy dreaded. ' ReUUs, bring back. 

* QiiMlf piinait. ' l/are, together. 



•liDsa of this book, we aie told that the beeet went back with the 
girdle to the witch. 

29» 
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Thereat displeasd they were, till that young Squyie 
Gan them inibrme the cause why that same dose 
Was shut to all which lodging did desyre : 
The which to let you weet^ will further time requyie. 

1 WutflnnL 
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CANTO IX. 



Malbecco will no Btnunge KnightB hoft,^ 

For peevish gealosy : 
Paridell giusts with Britomait: 

Both shew their auncestry. 

I. 
Redoubted Knights, and hoDorable Dames, 
To whom I levell ' all my labours end. 
Right sore I feare least ^ with unworthy blames 
This odious argument^ my rymes should shend,^ 
Or ought your goodly patience offend, 
Whiles of a wanton Lady I doe write, 
Which with her loose mcontinence doth blend ^ 
The shyning glory of your soveraine light ; 
And knighthood fowle deiaced by a iaithlesse Knight. 

II. 
But never let th' ensample of the bad 

Offend the good : for good, by paragoned 

Of evill, may more notably be rad ^ ; 

As white seemes fayrer matcht with blacke attone': 

Ne aU are shamed by the fault of one : 

> Battf entertain. * Blend, blind , dim. 

' LeteUf aim, direct. ^ ParagotUj contrast 

* Least, lest. ' Rod, perceived. 

^ JhguvMndf subject. * Attone, at one, together. 

* Skend, disgrace. 



1. 9. —And kmghikoodf dw.] And of knighthood, Ae, 
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For lo ! m heven^ whereas all goodnes is 

Emongst the angels, a whole legiooe 

Of wicked sprightes did M tcom happy blis ; 

What wonder then if one, of women all, did mis ^ ? 
III. 
Then listen, Lcxdings, if ye list to weet* 
The cause why Satyrane and Paridell 
Mote not be entertaynd, as seemed meet, 
Into that Castle, as that Squyre does tell. 
^' Therein a cancred crabbed Carle ^ does dwell. 
That has no skill of court nor courtesie, 
Ne cares what men say of him ill or well : 
For aU his dayes he drownes in privitie. 

Yet has full large to live and spend at hbertie. 
IV. 
** But all his mmd is set on mucky ^ pelfe. 
To hoord up heapes of evill-gotten masse,^ 
For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himselfe: 
Yet he is lincked ^ to a lovely Lasse, 
Whose beauty doth her bounty '^ far surpasse : 
The which to him both far unequall yeares 
And also far unlike conditions ® has ; 
For she does ioy to play emongst her peares, 

And to be free from hard restraynt and gealous feans. 
V. 
" But he is old, and withered like hay, 

> Mis, err. ' Wett^ leun. 

* Ctmend crabbed CarU, ill-natnied old man. « Mmek^^ vile. 

* MoMMe, wealth. * Uneksd, married. 

' Bounty, goodnem. ' Conditiams, taatea. 



m. 5,^J%erdn, &c.] The Squire of Damea here hegins hii aai> 
ratiTe. 
IV. 6.— Tk» vMeh.] Who; that ia, hia wife. 
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Unfit &ire Ladies service to supply ; 

The privie guilt whereof makes him alway 

Suspect her troth, and keepe continuall spj 

Upon her with his other blincked ^ eye ; 

Ne suffineth he resort of living wight 

Approch to her, ne keep her company, 

But in close bowre' her mewes' fiom all mens sight, 

Depriv'd of kindly ioy and naturall delight* 
VI. 
^* Malbecoo he, and Hellenore she hight ^ ; 
Unfitly yokt together in one teeme. 
That is the cause why never any Knight 
Is suffied here to enter, but ^ he seeme 
Such as no doubt of him he need misdeeme." 
Thereat Sir Satyrane gan smyle, and say ; 
<< Extremely mad the man I surely deeme 
That weenes, with watch and hard restraynt, to stay 

A womans will which is disposd to go astray. 
VIL 
" In vame he feaies that which he cannot shonne : 
For who wotes ^ not, that womans subtiltyes 
Can guylen '' Argus, when she list misdonne ? 
It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes. 
Nor brasen walls, nor many wakefiiU spyes, 

> Blmeksd, dim. * BtU, unkw. 

* Bowre, chamber, room. * WoUs, knowi. 

* Mewetf wcludes. ' GuyUn, deoeiTe. 

* Higki, u eaUed. 



y. 5. — Hit other hUneked «y».] OtW, aceording to Upton, means 

VI. 4. — BtU he ttoMy 4bc.] Unleaa he aeema to be mich at can 
afford no occasion for doabt or inspicion. 

VII. 3.— Wkem she list miMdmine.] When ahe wishes to do wrong. 
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That can withhold her wiUull-wandiing feet ; 
But fast goodwill, with gende couitesyes, 
And timely service to her pleasures meet. 

May her perhaps containe ^ that else would algates^ fleet'" 

VIII. 
'^ Then is he not OKxe mad," sayd Paiidell, 
^' That hath himselfe unto such service sold, 
In dolefiill thraldome aU his dayes to dwell ? 
For sure a foole I doe him finnely hold, 
That loves his fetters, though they were of gold. 
But why doe wee devise of others ill, 
Whyles thus we suffer this same Dotard old 
To keepe us out in scome, of his owne will. 

And rather do not ransack all, and himselfe kill ? " 

IX. 
" Nay, let us first," sayd Satyrane, " entreat 
The man by gende meanes, to let us m ; 
And afterwardes affiay with cruell threat. 
Ere that we to eflbrce it doe begm : 
Then, if aU &yle, we will by force it win. 
And eke reward the wretch for his mesprise,^ 
As may be worthy of his haynous sin." 
That counsell pleasd : Then Paridell did rise. 

And to the Casde-gate approcht in quiet wise: 

X. 
Whereat soft knocking, entrance he desyrd. 
The good man ^ selfe, which then the porter playd, 
Him answered, that all were now retyrd 
Unto their rest, and all the keyes convayd 

1 CtnUmne, detain. ' Algaiea, at all events. ' FleU^ flit, flee 
* Metprise, insolence. * Good man^ master of the hooae. 

Vm. 8. — Qfhi8 atone will.] Thus giatifying his own wilL 
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Unto thdr Maister who in bed was layd, 
That none him duist awake out of his dieme ; 
And therefcMie them of patience gently piayd. 
Then Paridell began to chaunge his theme, 

And thieatned him with force and punishment extreme. 
XI. 
But all in vune ; for nought mote him relent: 
And now so long before the wicket fast 
They wayted, that the night was forward spent, 
And the feire welkin ^ fowly overcast 
Gran blowen up a bitter stormy blast, 
With showre and bayle so horrible and dred, 
That this faire many ^ were compeld at last 
To fly for succour to a litde shed, 

The which beside the gate for swyne was ordered, 
xn. 
It fiurtuned, soone after they were gone, 
Another Knight, whom tempest thether brought, 
Came to that Casde, and with earnest mone. 
Like as the rest, late entrance deare ^ besought ; 
But, like so as the rest, he prayd for nought ; 
For flady he of entrance was refusd : 
Scnrely thereat he was displeasd, and thought 
How to avenge himselfe so sore abusd, 

And evermore the Carle of courtesie accusd. 

> WeUdHy iky. • Mamf, company, " Deara, eamertly. 



X. 7,^ And therefore them, Ac] And therefore appealed to their 
patience or forbearance to excuse his denying them admittance. « 

XII. 2. — Another Knight.] This is Britomart. 

XII 9 — Of anarterie aeaud,] Accused him as being without conr* 
te^. 
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xm. 
But, to a¥oyde th' mtdloraUe stowie,^ 
He was oompeld to seeke some refuge neare, 
And to that shed, to shiowd him from the ahowie. 
He camoy which full of guests he found whyleara,' 
So as he was not let to enter there : 
Whereat he gan to wex exceeding wioth. 
And swore that he would lodge widi than yfere^ 
Or them dislodg, all * wore they liefe^ or loth ; 

And so defyde them each, and so defyde them both* 

XIV. 
Both were full loth to leave that needfiill tent,' 
And both full loth m daikenesse to debate'' ; 
Yet both full liefe^ him lodging to have lent, 
And both full liefe^ his boasting to abate: 
But chiefely ParideU his hart did grate® 
To heare him threaten so despightfiilly. 
As if he did a dogge in kenell rate 
That durst not baike ; and rather had he dy 

Then,^ when he was defyde, in coward comer ly. 

XV. 
Tho,^® hastily remoundng to his steed. 
He forth issew'd ; like as a boystrous winde. 
Which in th' earthes hollow caves hath long ben hid 
And shut up fast withm her prisons blind. 
Makes the huge element, against her kmde,^^ 
To move and tr^nble as it were aghast, 

1 Siowre, itonn. ^ DebaU, fight. 

* WkyUare,he&ae. * Bis hart did graU^fektinaa^^UK^ 

* Yftre, together. • Tken^ than. 
« M, although, whether. ^ Tko, then. 

* Uefe, willing. " Kmds, natnie. 

* 3Vn<, ahelter. 
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Untill that it an issew forth may finde ; 

Then ibrth it breakes, and with his fiuiouB blaflt 

Confixinds both land and seas, and skyes doth overcast. 

XVI. 
Their steel-hed speares they strongly couchty and met 
Together with impetuous rage and ferse, 
That with the terrour of their fierce affiet ^ 
They rudely drove to ground both man and house, 
That each awhile lay like a sencelesse corse. 
But Paridell sore brused with the blow 
Could not arise, the counterchaunge to scorse ; 
TiU that young Squyre him reared from below ; 

Then drew he his bright sword, and gan about him throw. 
XVII. 
But Satyrane forth stepping did them stay, 
And with faire treaty pacifide their yre : 
Then, when they were accorded^ Stom the fiay. 
Against that Castles Lord they gan conspire. 
To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
Tliey beene agreed, and to the gates they goe 
To bum the same with unquenchable fire. 
And that uncurteous Carle, their commune foe. 

To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous woe. 

1 Jfrei, eneoimter. * Aeeorded, made to agree. 



XVI. 7. — 7%e e&unUrekaunge to ttorseJ] To make a ikir exchange ; 
i. e. of blowa on foot. 

XVII. 7. — With umqumckdUefire.] Todd aaka how they conld pro- 
core fire on so atormy a night; a qoeation reminding one mnch more 
of an adyotete arguing against a statement in a deposition than of a 
tme critic. 

XVII. 9,^ To doe finoU death to die.} To make or eanse to die a 
foul death. 

VOL. u. 30 
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XVIII. 

Malbecoo seeing them resolvd m deed 

To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 

For fire in earnest, ran with fearfull speed. 

And, to them calling irc»n the casde wall. 

Besought them humbly him to beare withall, 

As ignorant of servants bad abuse 

And slacke attendaunce unto straungers call. 

The Knights were willing all thmgs to excuse, 

Though nought belev'd, and entraunce late did not refise. 

XIX. 
They beene ybrought into a comely bowre,^ 
And s^rvd of aU things that mote needfiill bee ; 
Yet secretly their hoste did on them lowre. 
And welcomde more for feare then ' chaiitee ; 
But they dissembled what they did not see, 
And weloxned themselves, f^h gan undight 
Their garments wett, and weary armour firee. 
To diy themselves by Vulcanes flaming light, 

And eke their lately bruzed parts to bring in plight.^ 

XX. 
And eke that straunger Knight emongst the rest 
Was for hke need enforst to disaray : 
Tho,^ whenas vailed * was her lofty crest,* 
Her golden locks, that were in tramells gay 

^ Bowre, chamber. * 7%o, then. 

' Thtn, than. * Vailed, laid down. 

' Bring in plight, restore, heal. * Crest^ helmet. 



XIX. 5. — Bttf they dissemhUd, &c.] They took no notice of Mai* 
becco'a want of hospitality, but welcomed themaelyes. " What they 
did not see ** was Malbecco's hospitality, which was not tendered. 

XX. 4. — in tramells gay 

Upboundtn,'] Braided and twined round the head. 
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Upbounden, did themselves adowne display 
And raught ^ unto her heeles ; like sunny beames, 
That in a cloud their light did long time stay. 
Their vapour vaded,^ shewe their golden gleames. 

And through the persant aire shoote forth their azure stiearoes. 

XXI. 
Shee also dofte ^ her heavy haberieon,^ 
Which the faire feature of her limbes did hyde ; 
And her well-plighted ^ fixxk, which she did won ^ 
To tucke about her short when she did lyde, 
Shee low let fall, that flowd fiom her lanck'' syde 
Downe to her foot with carelesse modestee. 
Then of them all she plainly was espyde 
To be a woman-wight, unwist to bee, 

The fairest woman-wight that ever eie did see. 

XXII. 
Like as Bellona (being late retumd 
From slaughter of the giaunts conquered ; 
Where proud Encelade, whose wide nosethrils bumd 
With breathed flames like to a fiunace redd, 
TransGxed with her speare downe tombled dedd 
From top of Hemus by him heaped bye ;) 
Hath loosd her helmet fiom her lofty hedd, 
And her Grorgonian shield gins to untye 

From her lefte arme, to rest in glorious victoiye. 

1 RaMgktf reached. * Vaded, evaded, dispened. * Doftsy took off. 

« HaAerieoM, coat of mail. * IFeU^f^Afed, well-folded. 

' Did won^ was wont. ^ Ltmekf ilender. 



XX. 9. — 7%ramgh tke persant aire.'] Piercing through the air. 

XXI. 8. — Unwist to bee.] Unknown to be to ; that u, till then. 

XXII. ^— 'Proud Encelade.] Enceladus was a giant, kiUed, how- 
ever, by Jupiter, and buried under Mount £tna. 

XXII. 8.— Her Gorgonian <AmU.] BeUona is often confounded 
with BAinerva, as in the present stansa. 
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XXIII. 
Which wheoas they beheld^ they smitten were 
With great amazement of so wondrous aght; 
And each on other, and they all (m her. 
Stood gazing ; as if suddein great affiight 
Had them surprizd : At last avising ^ right 
Her goodly personage and glorious hew, 
Which they so much mistooke, they tooke delight 
In thdr fiist enor, and yett still anew 
With wonder of her beauty fed thdr hongiy yew : 

XXIV. 
Yet n'ote^ their hongiy yew be satisfide, 
But, seemg, still the more dear'd to see, 
And ever firmely fixed did abide 
In contemplation of divinitee: 
But most they mervaild at her chevalree 
And noble prowesse which they had appioy'd. 
That much they frynd^ to know who she mote bee; 
Yet none of all them her thereof amov'd ; 
Yet every one her likte, and every one her lov^d. 

XXV. 
And Paridell, though partly discontent 
With his late fidl and fowle indignity, 
Yet was soone wonne his malice to relent, 
Through gratious regard of her (aire eye, 
And knightly worth which he too late did try. 
Yet tried did adore. Supper was dight^ ; 
Then they M albecco prayd of courtesy, 

^ Avising, diaoeming. ' Faynd, denied. 

' ffoiej could not. * -D^^i piepued. 



XXrV. 8. — Her tkeretf anuw^dJ] PieTaikd apan her to tell who 
•he was. 
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That of his Lady they might have the si^t 
And company at meat, to doe them more delij^t. 
XXVI. 
But he, to shifle ^ tbor curious request, 
Gan causen ^ why she could not come in place ; 
Her erased ^ helth, her late recourse to rest, 
And humid evening ill for sicke folkes cace : 
But none of those excuses could take place ^ ; 
Ne would they eate, till she m presence came : 
Shee came in presence with right comely grace, 
And fairely them saluted, as became, 
And shewd herselfe in all a gentle courteous Dame. 
XXVII. 
They sate to meat ; and Satyrane his chaunce 
Was her before, and Paridell beside ; 
But he himselfe sate looking still askaunce 
Gainst Britomart, and ever closely eide 
Sir Satyrane, that glaunces might not glide : 
But his blinde eie, that sided ^ Paridell, 
All his demeasnure ^ fiom his sight did hide : 
On her faire face so did he feede his fill. 
And sent close ^ messages of love to her at will : 
XXVIII. 
And ever and anone, when none was ware,' 
With speaking lookes, that close embassage' bore, 
He rov'd ^' at her, and told his secret care ; 

^ ShyUf «Tade. ' Denuatmuref deneanor, oondneL 

' Cncjot, Msign reuons. "* OosCf secret 

* CroMtdy impaired. ' Wart^ obaerviAg. 

^ Take place, have efiect. * Close embanagty lecret Aeaniog. 

* Sided^ was on the side towards. ^ Rov^d, sh0t 



XXVII.3. — Hfliktsue{r<.] Malbeeeo. 
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For all that art he learned had of yore : 
Ne was she ignoraunt of that leud Icfte, 
But in his eye his meaning wisely redd, 
And with the like him aunswerd evermore : 
Shee sent at him one fyrie dart, whose hedd 

Empoisned was with privy lust and gealous dredd. 
XXIX. 
He from that deadly throw made no defence. 
But to the wound lus weake heart opened wyde: 
The wicked engine through false influence 
Past through his eies, and secretly did glyde 
Into his heart, which it did sorely giyde.^ 
But nothing new to him was that same paine, 
Ne paine at all ; for he so ofte had tryde 
The powre thereof, and lov'd so oft m vame, 

That thmg of course he counted, love to entertame. 
XXX. 
Thencef(»rth to her he sought to intimate 
His inward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne : 
Now Bacchus fruit out of the silver plate 
He on the table dasht, as overthrowne. 
Or of the fruitfull liquor overflowne ; 
And by the dauncing bubbles did divine, 
Or therein write to lett his love be showne ; 
Which well she redd out of the learned line: 

A sacrament prophane in misteiy of wine. 
XXXI. 
And, wbenso of his hand the pledge she rau^t,^ 
The guOty cup she iained to mistake. 
And in her lap did shed her idle draught. 
Shewing desire her inward flame to slake. 

> QnftUf pierce. * Bmigktj leaehed. 
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By such close signes they secret way did make 
Unto their wils, and one eies watch escape : 
Two eies him needeth, for to watch and wake. 
Who lovers will deceive. Thus was the ape. 

By their faire handling, put into Malbeccoes cape. 
XXXII. 
Now, when of meats and drinks they had their fill, 
Purpose was moved by that gentle Dame 
Unto those Knights adventurous, to tell 
Of deeds of armes which unto them became,^ 
And every one his Kindred and his Name. 
Then Paridell, in whom a kindly^ pride 
Of gratious speach and skill his words to fiame 
Abounded, bemg glad of so fitte tide ^ 

Him to ccxnmend to her, thus spake, of al weQ eide : 
XXXIII. 
" Troy, that art now nought but an idle name, 
And in thine ashes buried low dost lie, 
Though whUome^ &i much greater then ^ thy fime. 
Before that angry Gods and cruell skie 
Upon thee heapt a direfull destinie ; 
What boots it boast thy glorious descent, 

^ Became, happened. * J^iUmUf fbnnerlj. 

* Kindly, natural. * Then, than. 

' Tluie, opportunity. 

XXXI. 8. — Thus teas the ape, Slc."] Cape is cap. To put the ape 
into one'a cap, is, according to Upton, a prorerbial ezprenion for nuk 
king a fool of him. Thus Chaucer has — 

** The monke put in the mannes hode [hood] an ape 
And in his wife's eke." 

pRioRESBKt Prologue. 

XXXII. 9. — Of a2 io«a eide.] Attentively observed by aU. 
XXXm.6.— yf%al hooUU^oattjSic,] < What use is it to botit of 



THK FAEBIE (QUEENS. B. HI. 

And fetch fiom heyen thy great geaaalogie» 
Sitb ^ all thy worthie pnjses bdng blent 
Their ofipring hath embaste, and later gbry sbeot ! 

XXXIV. 
^' Most famous Worthy of the world, by whome 
That wane was kindled which did Tioy inflame. 
And stately towres of llion whil&me^ 
Brought unto baleful! mine, was by name 
Sir Paris far renowmd through noble fame ; 
Who, through great prowesse and bold hardinesse, 
From Lacedaemon fetcht the fayrest Dame 
That ever Greece did boast, or Knight possesse, 

Whom Venus to him gave for meed of woftlunesse ; 
XXXV. 
^* Fayre Helene, flowre of beautie excellent. 
And girlond of the mighty conquerours. 
That madest many ladies deare ^ lament 
The heavie losse of their brave paramours. 
Which they far off beheld &om Trojan toures. 
And saw the fieldes of faire Scamander strowna 
With carcases of noble waxrioures, 
Whose fjTuitlesse lives were under furrow sowne. 

And Xanthus sandy bankes with blood all overflowne ! 

> aWk^ since. ' ffhUdme, fonnerlj. * Dear^, detfly. 



tbj glorious descent, and fetch thy great genealogy firom heayen, smoe, 
all thy fonnerly deserved glories being blemished or spoiled, the 
descendants of those former great men (that is, the present generation) 
have become base, and thy glory has been tarnished in later times?' 

XXXV. 8. — Whose fruitlesse liveSy &.C.] These warriors lost their 
lives to no purpose, and therefore are compared to seeds which are 
thrown into the furrow, but do not come up and bear fruit. 

XXXV . 9. •— Xmukut^l Scamander and Xanthus are different aamet 
oftbe tame river. 
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XXXVl. 

*^ From him mj linage I derire aright, 

Who long before the ten yeares siege of Troy, 

Whiles yet on Ida he a shepeheard tught,^ 

On faire Oenone go: a lovely boy, 

Whom, for remembrance of her passed ioy, 

She, of his fiither, Parius did name ; 

Who, after Greekes did Priams reahne destroy, 

Gathred the Trojan reliques sav'd fiom flame. 

And, with them sayling thence, to th' isle of Paras came. 
XXXVII. 
*' That was by him cald Paros, which belbre 
Higbt ^ Nausa ; there he many yeares did laine. 
And built Nausicle by the Pondck shore ; 
The which he dying lefte next in remaine 
To Paridas his sonne, 
From whom I Paridell by km descend : 
But, for faire ladies love and glories game. 
My native soile have lefte, my dayes to spend 

In seewing* deeds of aimes, my lives and labon end." 
XXXVIII. 
Whenas the noble Britomart beard tell 
Of Trojan wanes and Priams citie sackt, 
(The ruefiill story of Sir Pai-idell,) 
She was empassiond ^ at that piteous act,^ 
With zdous envy * of Greekes cruell fcct • 
Against that Nadon, from whose race of old 

^ BiglUy wu called. ' Stewing^ pnrsomg. ' Empasnond^ moTed. 
* Jictf nirratire. * Eianf, indignation. ' JP((Kf, deed. 



XXXVI. i. — Onftdre Oenone^ Ac.] Paris had a ton %y Oeoooe, 
a n/mph of Mount Ida, befoie he went to Sparta. The rest of tUa 
narrative is the poet's own inrention. 

XXXVII. 4. — JVVzt in remaine.] Next in remainder. 
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She beard that she was lineally extract: 
For ooble Britons sprong fiom Trojans bold. 

And Tioynovant was built of old Tioyes ashes cold. 
XXXIX. 
Then, sighmg soft awhile, at last she thus : 
" O lamentable fall of famous towne, 
Which raignd so many yeares victorious, 
And of all Asie bore the soyeraine crowne, 
In one sad night consumd and throwen downe ! 
What stony hart, that heares thy haplesse &te. 
Is not empierst with deepe compassiowne. 
And makes ensample of mans wretched state. 

That floures so fiesh at mome, and &des at evening late 1 
XL. 
'^ Behold, Sir, how your pitifiiU complabt 
Hath fownd another partner of your payne : 
For nothing may impresse so deare constraint 
As countries cause, and commune foes disdayne. 
But, if it should not grieve you backe agayne 
To tume your course, I would to heare desyie 
What to Aeneas fell ' ; sith ^ that men sayne ' 
He was not m the cities wofiill fyre 

Consumed, but did himselfe to safety retyre." 
XLI. 
" Anchyses sonne begott of Venus fayre," 
Said he, ^^ out of the flames for saftgard fled, 
And with a renmant did to sea repayre ; 

1 FeQ, befell. ' SUk, since. * &yiu, nj. 



XXXVIII. 9. — TraynovaM,] This is London. 

XXXIX. 8. — And makes ensampU of."] And does [not] consider H 
as embleroatio of. 
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Where he, tbiough fiitall ^ cnour^ long was lod 
Full many yeares, and weetlesse ' wandered 
From shore to shore emongst the Lybick sandes, 
Ere rest he Ibwnd : Much there he suffered. 
And many perilles past m ibrreme landes, 

To save his people sad fiom victouis yengefiill handes: 
XLII. 
" At last in Latium he did anyye, 
Where he with cruell waire was entertaind^ 
Of th' inland folke which sought him backe to dxiTei 
Till he with old Latinus was constiaind 
To COTtract wedlock, so the fiites oidaind ; 
Wedlocke cratract m blood, and eke in blood 
Accomplished ; that many deare complamd : 
The rivall slame, the victour (through the flood 

Escaped hardly) hardly praisd his wedlock good. 
XUII. 
^' Yet, after aU, be victour did survive. 
And with Latinus did the kingdom part' : 
But after, when both nations gan to strive 
Into their names the tide to convart, 
His Sonne liilus did fiom thence depait 
With all the warlike youth of Troians bkxid, 
And in Long Alba plast his throne apart ; 
Where feire it florished and IcMig time stoud, 

TSl Romulus, renewing it, to Rome removd." 

' FataUj destined by fate. * ErroMTf wmndeiing. 

* If M(2ef!M, unknowing. * EwUrtaimdj leceirtd, * Port, divide. 



XLII. 3. — Of tk' wUmd folke,'] These were the Ratolitns, under 
the eonunand of Tumos. 
XLII. 4. ^ mtk M LBthmt.] He mazried Lavinia, the danghter of 
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XLIV. 

^ There ; there/' said Britomait, '< afresh appeard 
The glc»7 of the later worid to spnog. 
And Tn>7 agame out of her dust was reaid 
To sitt in second seat of soveraine king 
Of all the worid, undet her governing. 
But a third kingdom yet is to arise 
Out of the Troians scattered o&piing, 
That, in all gkny and great enterprise, 

Both first aixl second Trogr shall dare to equalise. 
XLV. 
" It Troynovasit is higbt,^ that with the waves 
Of wealtby Thaous washed is ak>ng, 
Upon whose stubbome neck (whereat he nves 
With K»ng lage, and sore Umselfe does throng, 
That all men feaxe to tempt his iMllowes stiong,) 
She fastned hath her foot ; which stands so hy, 
That it a wonder of the worid is song 
In forreine landes ; and all, which passen by. 

Beholding it from &cre doe ttunk it threates the skyei* 
XLVI. 
'' The Troian Brute did first that citie fownd. 
And Hygate made the meare^ thereof by West, 
And Overt-gate by North : that is the bownd 
Toward the land ; two rivers bownd the rest. 
So huge a scope^ at first him seemed best,, 
To be the compasse * of his kingdomes seat : 
So huge a mind could not in lesser rest, 
Ne m small meares ^ containe his glory great. 

That Albion had conquered fii'st by warlike feat.'' 

^ Bight^ is called. * Seope^ dimeiuDon. 

' Mearey boundary. * Compasse^ circumference, extent 
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XLVIl. 
'< Ah ! fiurast Lady-Knigbt/' said IHndeU» 
<< Pardon I pray my heedlesse ov«fsigfaty 
Wiio had fi)rgoC that whylome ^ I heard tell 
Fnxn aged Mnemon ; for my wits beene light. 
Indeed he said, if I remember right, 
That of the antique Trojan stocke there grew 
Another plant, that raugbt^ to wondrous hight, 
And &r abroad his mighty braunches threw 

Into the ntniost angle ^ of the worid he knew. 
XLVm. 
« Fot that same Bnite, whom much he did advaonee 
In all his speach, was Sylvius his sonne, 
Whom having shun through luckles airowes glaunce, 
He fled fi>r feare of that he had misdonne,^ 
Or els for shame, so fowie reproch to shonne. 
And with him ledd to sea an youthly trayne ; 
Where wearie wandring they long time did wonne,^ 
And many fortunes prov'd in th' ocean mayne. 

And great adventures found, that now were k>ng to sayne.* 
XLXX. 
'< At last by fiitall^ course tliey driven were 
Into an Island spatious and brode. 
The forthest North that did to them appeare: 
Which, after rest, they, seeking faire abrcxle, 
Found it the fittest soyle for their abode, 

> WhyUfnUf fonaeilj. * ITonsic, cantmiie. 

* Raught, reached. * Sayne, wkj, tell. 
' AngUf corner. ' Faiallf deitined. 

* Mitdfomuy done wiongl/. 



XLVn. 4. — Aged Mnemon.'\ This word if derived from th» Greek, 
and means one who calls to mind or refreshes the lecoUeetion. 
XLVUI. 2. — S^muM A».] SjItios's. 
VOL. II. 31 
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FniitfuU of all thinges fitt tx livmg fixxle. 
But wboly waste and void of peoples trode,^ 
Save an huge nation of the geaunts bioode 

That fed on livbg flesh, and dxonck mens vitall bkxxL 
L. 
'* Whom he, through wearie wars and labours long, 
Subdewd with losse of many BritCMis bold : 
In which the great Goemagot of strong 
Corineus, and Coulin of DelxHi old. 
Were overthrowne and laide on th' earth fiill cold, 
Which quaked under their so hideous masse : 
A famous history to bee enrold 
In everlasting mcmiments of brasse. 

That aU the antique Worthies merits fiur did passe. 
LI. 
<< His worke great Troynovant, his worke is eke 
Faire lincolne, both renowmed &r away ; 
That who fiom East to West will endlong^ seeke, 
Caimot two fairer cities find this day. 
Except Cleopolis ; so heard I say 
Old Mnemon : Therefore, Sir, I greet you well 
Your countrey km ; and you entyrely pray 
Of pardon for the strife, which late befell 

Betwixt us both unknowne." So ended ParideQ. 
LII. 
But aU the while, that he these speeches spent 
Upon his lips hong faire Dame HellencHe 
With vigilant regard and dew attent,^ 
Fashionmg worldes of &ncies evermore 
In her fraile witt, that now her quite forlcxe * : 

^ Trod^y tremding, or footrteps. * JkUmt, attention. 

* EndUmgf in a line, continnooily. ^ Farlartf utterly detexted. 
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The whUes unwares away her wondring eye 
And greedy eaies her weake hart from her bore: 
Which he peiceivmg, ever priTily, 

In speakings many false belgardes ^ at her let fly. 

LIII. 
So long these Knightes discoursed diversly 
Of straunge affiures, and noble hardiment,' 
Which they had past with mickle^ ieopardy. 
That now the humid night was fiuforth spent, 
And hevenly lampes were halfendeale * ybrent ' : 
Which th' old man seeing wel, who too long thought 
Every discourse, and every argument, 
Which by the houres he measured, besought 

Them go to rest So aU unto their bowres ^ were brought 

> Btignrdu, (hdUt r9g9rdt$, Fr.,) beantifiil looki. 

* AnftMcnf, coonfe. * Miekle^ much. * HaifBtuUaU, half. 

* Ybrmtf burned. * Boiorw, chamben. 
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CANTO X. 

Paiidell npeth Hellenore ; 

Malbecco her pouisewes ; 
Fynds emongst Satyres, whence with him 

To turne ' she doth refuse. 

I. 
The morrow next, 90 soone as Pboebos lamp 
Bewrayed bad the worid with earijr light. 
And fresh Aurora had the diadj damp 
Out of the goodly heven amoved quight, 
Faire Britomart and that same Faery Knight 
Uprose, fi)rth on their ioumey for to wend* • 
But Paridell complaynd, that liis late fight 
With Britomart so sore did him offend, 
That ryde he could not till his hurts he did amend. 
II. 
So iborth they fkr^d ; but be behind them stayd, 
Maulgre^ his host, who grudged grivously 
To bouse a guest that would be needes obayd. 
And of his owne him lefte not liberty : 
Might wanting measure moveth surquediy. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death ; 

> TWiM, letum. ' Wendf go. ' Mmdgrt, in spite of. 



n. 5. — .¥1^^ wanting measurty &<;.] Power withoat measme or 
limits — unbounded power — prodaces insolence. 

II. 6. — Two things he feared, dui.] The menning of the pesag^ 
i4»peen to be this : He feared to let him remain for two reaeone — en 
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That fien Youngmans uniuly maysteiy ; 
His Money, which he lov'd as liying breath ; 

And his fiure Wife, whom honest kng he kept uneath.^ 
ni. 
But patience perfixce ; he must abie' 
What fortune and his fate on him will lay : 
Fond 3 b the feare that findes no remedie. 
Yet warily he watcheth every way, 
By which he feareth evill happen may ; 
So th' evill thinkes by watching to prevent: 
Ne doth he saSkr her, nor night nor day. 
Out of his sight herselfe once to absent: 

So doth he punish her, and eke himself tomient. 
IV. 
But Paridell kept better watch then ^ bee, 
A fit occasion for his turae to finde. 
False Love ! why do men say thou canst not see. 
And in their foolish fancy feigne thee blinde. 
That with thy charmes the sharpest sight doest binde, 
And to thy will abuse ? Thou walkest free. 
And seest every secret of the nunde ; 
Thou seest all, yet none at all sees thee : 

All that is by the working of thy deitee. 
V. 
So perfect in that art was Paridell, 
That he Malbeccoes balfen eye ^ did wyle ; 
His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 

> Uneatk, hardly. > ^bu, abide. * Fond, fooliah. 
* J%ai, than. * Haffen eye, one eye. 



aceonnt of his money and hia wife ; but he more feared to refoae hia 
Kqoest, ainee the impetaona young man might hare slain him in hia 
indignation. 

31* 
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And Hellenors both eyes did eke beguyle, 
Both eyes and hart attonce, during the whyle 
That he there soioumed his woundes to heale ; 
That Cupid selfe, it seeing, close ^ did smyle 
To weet' how he her love away did steale^ 

And bad that none their ioyous treason should reyeale. 
VI. 
The learned ^ Lover lost no time nor tyde 
That least avantage mote to him affi>rd^ 
Yet bore so fiiire a sayle, that none espyde 
His secret drift till he her layd abord. 
Whenso in open place and commune bord^ 
He fortun'd her to meet, with commune speach 
He courted her ; yet bayted eveiy word^ 
That his ungentle boste n'ote ^ him appeach* 

Of vile ungentlenesse or hospitages breach J 
VII. 
But when apart (if ever her apart 
He found) then his false engins &st he plyde, 
And all the sleights ^ unbosomd ^ in his hart : 
He sigh'd, he sobd, he swownd, he perdy^® dyde, 
And cast himselfe on ground her fast besyde : 
Tho,^^ when againe he him betliought to live, 
He wept, and wayld, and false laments belyde," 
Saying, but if ^^ she mercie would him g^ve, 
That he mote algates ^* dye, yet did his death forgive. 

^ Closej secretly. ' SleightSf devicei. 

' Wutf learn. ' Unboaamd, displayed. 

» Learned, skilful. » Perdy, truly. 

* Bord, table. " 7%o, then. 

* JVole, could not. " Belyde, counterfeited. 

* ^ppeaeh, accuse. ^ But if, unless. 

' Hospitages breach, breach of ^* Algates, at all eventa. 
hospitality. 



O. X. THS FAXBIE (QUEENS. 867 

VIII. 

And otherwbyles with anKXOus delights 
And pleasmg toyes be would her entertaine ; 
Now sbg^g sweetly to surprize her sprights. 
Now making layes of love and lovers paine, 
Bransles, ballads, virelayes, and verses vaine ; 
Oft purposes, oft riddles, he devysd, 
And thousands like which flowed in bis braine. 
With whk^h he fed her fancy, and entysd 

To take to bis new love, and leave her old despysd. 
IX. 
And every where he might and everie while 
He did her service dewtifuU, and sewd 
At hand with humble pride and pleasing guile ; 
So closely ^ yet, that none but she it vewd, 
Who well perceived all, and all indewd.' 
Thus finely did be his &lse nets dispred, 
With which he many weake harts had subdewd 
Of yore, and many had ylike misled : 

What wonder then if she were hkewise carried ? 
X. 
No fort so fensible,^ no wals so strong, 

> doMly, aecretiy. ' Jndewd, received. ' FemsikUf defensible. 



Vni. 5. — Bronzes, bailadSf virdayes, &jc.'\ < Braiulefl,' or biawlsy 
were a kind of dance. Thus Gray has — 

" My grave lord-keeper led the brawls.*' 

* Virelays * were a species of song or short poem. < Purposes/ in the 
next line, means the game of cross-porposes. A knowledge of riddks 
was one of the accomplishments of a lover in Spenser's time. The 
reader will recall the ludicrous distress with which Slender, in the 
Merry Wives of Windsor, asks his servant for his << Book of Riddles," 
when he is about to be introduced to Anne Page. 
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But that continuall battery will rive/ 
Or daily siege, thioigh dispurvayauDce^ long 
And lacke of reskewes, will to pariey drive ; 
And peece,^ that unto jMirley eare will give, 
Will shortly yield itselfe, and will be made 
The vassall erf the victors will bylive * : 
That stratageme had oftentimes assayd ^ 

This crafty paramoure, and now it plaine displayd : 
XL 
For through his traines ^ he her mtrapped hath. 
That she her love and hart hath wholy sold 
To him without regard of gaine, or scath,^ 
Or care of credite, or of husband old, 
Whom she hath vow'd to dub a fayre cucqu61d. 
Nought wants but time and place, which shordy 
Devized hath, and to her Lover told. 
It pleased well : So well they both agree ; 

So readie type to ill, ill wemens counsels bee! 
xn. 
Daike was the evening, fit for lovers stealth. 
When chaunst Malbecco busie be elsewhere. 
She to his closet went, where all his wealth 
Lay hid ; thereof she countlesse summes did reare,® 
The which she meant away with her to beaie ; 
The rest she fyr'd, for sport or for despight : 
As Hellene, when she saw aloft appeare 
The Troiane flames and reach to hevcns bight. 

Did clap her hands, and ioyed at that doleful sight ; 

' Riv€, beat down. ^ Assaifd, tried. 

* DispurvayoMnee^ want of provinont. ' TVaines, arti. 

* Peece, castle. '' Seathf injury. 
^ Bylivef immediately. " Reare, take. 
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xrii. 
The second Hellene, fayre Dame Hellenare, 
The whiles her husband ran with soiy haste 
To quench the flames which she had tjm'd ^ before, 
Laught at his foolish labour spent in waste,^ 
And ran into her Lovers anmes right fast ; 
Where streight embraced she to him did ciy 
And call alowd for helpe, ere helpe were past ; 
For lo ! that Guest did beare her forcibly, 
And meant to ravish her, that rather had to dy ! 

XIV. 
The wretched man hearing her call for ayd, 
And ready seeing him with her to fly, 
In his disquiet mind was much dismayd : 
But when againe he backeward cast his eye, 
And saw the wicked fire so furiously 
CcHisume his hart, and scorch his idoles fiu^e, 
He was therewith distressed diversely, 
Ne wist ' he how to tume, nor to what place : 
Was never wretched man in such a wofiill cace. 

XV. 
Ay when to him she cryde, to her he tumd. 
And left the fire ; Love, Money overcame : 
But, when he mariced how hb money bumd, 
He left his wife ; Money did Love disclame ^ : 
Both was he loth to loose his loved dame. 
And loth to leave his liefest' pelfe beliinde ; 
Yet, sith ^ he no*te ^ save both, he sav'd that same 
Which was the dearest to his dounghill minde, 
Tile god of his desire, the k>y of misers blinde. 

* Tyi'i, kindled. * h wtuU, in vain. ' JFiat, knew. 

* DMame, expel. * Urfut, dctfett 

* Sith, 10166. ^ Ab*to, could not 
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XVI. 

Thus whflest all things m tioubloas upiore wete. 
And all men bu^e to suppiesse the flame. 
The lovbg couple neede no reskew feare. 
But leasure had and liberty to frame 
Their purpost flight, free from all mens reclame ; 
And Night, the pationesse of love-stealth fayiBy 
Gave them safe conduct till to end they came: 
So beene they gone yfere,^ a wanton payie 

Of lovers loosely knit, where list them to repayie. 
XVU. 
Soone as the crueU flames yslaked ' were, 
Malbecco, seeing how his losse did lye. 
Out of the flames which he had quencht whylere,' 
Into huge waves of griefe and gealosye 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nye 
Twixt inward doole ^ and felonous despigbt ^ : 
He rav'd, he wept, he stampt, he lowd did cry ; 
And all the passions, that in man may light. 

Did him attonce oppresse, and vex his caytive sprig^L 
xvni. 
L(»ig thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe, 
And did consume his gall with anguish sore : 
Still when he mused on his late mischiefe. 
Then still the smart thereof increased more. 
And seemd more grievous then it was before : 
At last when sorrow he saw booted nought, 
Ne griefe mi^t not his Love to him restore, 
He gan devise how her he reskew mought ; 

Ten thousand wayes he cast in his confiised thought. 

> y/ere, together. * Ydaked, ipienehed. ' IFftyfere, befine. 

^ DooUj grief. * Fdonous despigkt, malignaiit pankm. 
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XIX. 

At last resolvmg, like a pUgrim pore. 
To search her forth whereso she might be fond. 
And bearing with him treasure m close stc«ey 
The rest he leaves in ground : So takes in bond 
To seeke her endlong ^ both by sea and lond. 
Long he her sought, he sought her far and nere. 
And every where that he mote understc»id 
Of Knights and Ladies any meetings were ; 

And of each one he mett he tidings did mquere. 
XX. 
But all in vaine ; his woman was too wise 
Ever to come into his clouch ^ agame, 
And hee too simple ever to surprise 
The ioUy Paridell, for all his paine. 
One day, as he forpassed ^ by the plaine 
With weary pace, he far away espide 
A couple, seeming well to be bis twame, 
Which hoved ^ close under a forest side, 

As if they lay in wait, or els themselves did hide. 
XXI. 
Well weened hee that those the same mote bee ; 
And, as he better did their shape avize,^ 
Him seemed more their maner did agree ; 
For th' one was armed all in warlike wize. 
Whom to be Paridell he did devize ; 
And th' other, al yclad in garments light 
Discolourd^ like to womanish disguise, 

> EndUmgy in a eontmned coune. ^ Hcved, hoTeied. 

* Clouek^ clutoh. * jMm, diflcern. 

* Ferpaued, paaied along. * DueoUmrdy yarionaly oolored. 



XIX. 4. — Takeg m A^n^] TVtkes in hand, reaolTei. 
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He did resemble ^ to his Lady bright ; 

And ever his fiunt hart nioch earned' at the n^: 
xxn. 
And efier fiune he tofwards them would goe. 
Bat yet durst not for dread approchen nie. 
But stood aloofe, unweeting' what to doe ; 
Till that prickt forth with loves extremity 
That is the father of fowle gealosy, 
He ckxselj nearer crept the truth to weet^: 
But, 89 he nigfaer drew, he easily 
Might sceme ^ that it was not his sweetest Sweet, 

Ne yet her Belamour,^ the partner of his sheet : 
xxni. 
But it was scomefull Braggadochio, 
That ^th his servant Tiompart hoverd tbefOi 
Sith^ late he fled from his too earnest foe : 
Whom such whenas Malbecco spyed clere,^ 
He turned backe, and would have fled arere^ ; 
mi Troropart, ronning hastely, him did stay 
And bad before his soveraine kfd appere : 
That was him loth, yet durst he not gainesay, 

And comming him before low louted ^^ on the hy.^ 
XXIV. 
The Boaster at him steroely bent his browe, 
As if he could have kild him with his looke. 



^ ReMembUf Cken, compaie. ^ SUh^ since. 

* Eanudf jeamed. ' CUre^ distmetlj. 
> Unweeting, unknowing. * Arerty backwazd. 
« Wtel^ leMH. ^ LouUd^ bent 

* Smtim, diaeeni. " Lay, ground* 

* Btimmtmr, lorer. 



XXl\l.Z.^^ikUuk»JUd,'\ 8m ou^Vm. stanza Xym. 
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That to the giouDd him meekely made to bowe> 

And mwfiiU terror deepe mto him strooke. 

That every member of his body quooke. 

Said he, '' Thou man of nought ! what doost thou bat 

Unfidy iiimisht with thy bag and booke. 

Where I expected one with shield and spere 
To prove some deeds of aimes upon an equall peie? " 

XXV. 

The wretched man at his imperious speach 

Was all abashty and low prostratbg said ; 

" Good Sir, let not my rudenes be no breach 

Unto your patience, ne be ill ypaid ^ ; 

For I unwares this way by fortune straid, 

A silly pilgrim driven to distresse, 

That seeke a Lady " — There he suddein staid, 

And did the rest with grievous sighes suppresse, 
While teares stood in his eies, few drops of bittemese. 
XXVI. 

« What Lady ? " — " Man," said Trompart, « take good 
hart. 

And tell thy griefe, if any hidden lye : 

Was never better time to shew thy smart 

Then * now that noble succor is thee by. 

That is the whole worids commune remedy." 

That chearful word his weak heart much did cheaie, 

And with vaine hope his spirits faint supply, 

^ lU jfpaid, ill apaid, dinatisfied. ■ Tken, than. 



XXV. 2.^LBt met my rudmts^ &c.] The two negatives here 
■tiengthen the negation. ''Let not my nidcneaa proToke your pa- 
tience, nor be ill tteeiftd or treated by you." Some editioni have 
' a breach ' inatead of ' no breach.* 

▼OL. n. 32 
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That bold he sayd ; ''O most redoubted Pefe, 
Vouchsafe with mild regard a wretches cace to heare.'' 
xxvn. 

Then sighing sore, '' It is not long/' saide hee, 

" Sith ^ I enioyd the gentlest Dame alive ; 

Of whom a Knight, (no Knight at all perdee,* 

But shame of all that doe for honor strive,) 

By treacherous deceipt did me deprive ; 

Through open outrage he her bore away, 

And with fowle force unto his will did drive ; 

Which al good Knights, that armes do bear thb day, 
Are bownd Sx to revenge and punish if they may. 
xxvm. 

" And you, most noble Lord, that can and dare 

Redresse the wrong of miserable wight. 

Cannot employ your most victorious speare 

In better quarrell then defence of right, 

And for a Lady gainst a iaithlesse Knight : 

So shall your glory be advaunced much. 

And all faire Ladies magnify your might, 

And eke myselfe, albee I simple such, 
Tour worthy paine shall wel reward with guerdon rich." 
XXIX. 

With that out of his bouget^ forth he drew 

Great store of treasure, therewith him to tempt ; 

But he on it lookt scomefiilly askew, 

As much disdeignmg to be so misdempt,^ 

Or a war-monger^ to be basely nempt,^ 

> 9ith, nnce. ^ JKtMiM^ miieonceiTed. 

* Pardee, in trath. * War-^mongeTf meroenaiy eoldier. 

' Bouget, badget * JVmpt, named. 



XXVIII. 8. -^ Albee I simf^ nuk^l Thoo^ I tm eo nmple. 



C. X. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 375 

And sayd ; '' Thy offers base I greatly lothy 
And eke thy words uncourteous and unkempt ^ : 
I tread in dust thee and thy money both ; 

That, were it not for shame " — So turned fiom him wroth. 

XXX. 
But Trompart, that his Maisties humor knew 
In lofty looks to hide an humble mmde, 
Was inly tickled with that golden vew, 
And in his eare him rownded^ close behinde : 
Yet stoupt he not, but lay still m the wmde, 
Wuting advauntage on the pray to sease ; 
Till Trompart, lowly to the grownd mclinde, 
Besought him his great corage ^ to appease. 

And pardon simple man that rash did him displease. 
XXXI. 
Big looking like a doughty doucepere, 
At last he thus ; <' Thou clod of vilest clay, 
I pardon yield, and with thy rudenes beare ; 
But weete ^ henceforth, that aU that golden pray, 
And all that els the vaine world vaunten may, 
I loath as doung, ne deeme my dew reward : 
Fame is my meed, and glory vertuous pay : 
But mmds of mortall men are muchell mard ^ 

And mov'd amisse with massy mucks unmeet regard. 

^ UfUcempt, rude. ' Rmondedf whispered. ' Corage^ indignatioii. 
* Weete, learn. * Muekell mard, much corrupted. 



XXX. S.^Yet stoupt he net, &c.] He (Brftggadoehio) did not 
stoop to seize his prey, bat remained quiet in the air — an image de- 
rived from falconry. 

XXXI. h^Daueepere.] This is from the French let douxe pairi^ 
the twelve peers of France, champions renowned in romantio fiotion. 

XXXI. 9, -- Massy miuks unmeet regard.} Undue eiteem for gmft 
wealth. 
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XXXII. 

"And nxxe ; I gnuint to thy great misery 
Gratious respect ; thy wife shall backe be sent : 
And that vile Knight, whoever that he bee. 
Which hath thy Lady reft and knighthood sheat,^ 
By Sanglanx»t my sword, whose deadly dent* 
The blood hath of so many thousands shedd, 
I sweare ere long shall dearely it repent ; 
Ne he twixt heven and earth shall hide his hedd. 

But soone he shall be fownd, and shortly doen be dedd*' ^ 
XXXIII. 
The foolish man thereat woxe wondrous blith, 
As if the word so spoken were halfe donne, 
And humbly thanked him a thousand sith * 
That had from death to life him newly wonne* 
Tho ^ forth the Boaster marching brave begcmne 
His stolen steed to thunder fiiriously, 
As if he heaven and hell would over-ronne, 
And all the world confound with cruelty ; 

That much Malbecco ioyed in his iollity. 
XXXIV. 
Thus long they three together traveiled, 
Through many a wood and many an uncouth way. 
To seeke his wife that was far wandered : 
But those two sought nought but the present pray, 

1 Shod, dkgnced, * DetO^ dint ' Doen he dedd, put to detth. 



XXXII. 5. — By SanglamortJ] Sangiamori meana blood amd dmtk — 
a fonnidable name, in keeping^ with the boaster's character. He had 
no tword, it will be remembered. 

XXXII 1. 6. — His stolen steed.] Braggadochio, it will be remem- 
b«ied, hid stolen Sir Gujon's steed. See book II. canto III. 
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To weele, the treasure which he did bewray, 
On which their ms and harts were wholly sett, 
With purpose how they might it best betray ; 
For, sith ^ the howre that first he did them lett 

The same bdiold, tberwith their keene desiies wan whetL 
XXXV. 
It fifftuned, as they together iar'd, 
They spide where Paiidell came pricking fast 
Upon the phine, the which bimseiie prepared 
To giust with that brave straunger Knight a cast, 
As on adventure by the way he past : 
Alone he rode without his paragone ^ ; 
For, bavmg filcbt her bells, her up he cast 
To the wide world, and lett her fly abne ; 

He nould ' be clogd : So had he served many one. 
XXXVI. 
The gentle Lady, loose at randcMi lefte. 
The greene-wood long did walke, and wander wide 
At wilde adventure, like a foriome wefte^ ; 
Till on a day the Satyres her espide 
Straying alone withouten groome or guide : 
Her up they tooke, and with them home her ledd. 
With them as housewife ever to abide, 
To milk their gotes, and make them cheese and bredd ; 

And every one as commune good her handeled : 
XXXVII. 
That shortly she Malbecco has forgott, 
And eke Sir Paridell all ^ were he deare ; 
Who fiom her went to seeke another lott, 
And now by fortune was arrived here, 

' Siikf since. * Paragone, companion. * Xomtdf would not. 
* Wefte, waif, or thing cast adrift * JU, although. 

32» 



378 THE FA3BJEUE qUEENE. B. IH. 

Where those two guilers ^ with Malbecco were. 
Soone as the old man saw Sir Paridell, 
He fainted, and was ahnost dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to speake his griefe to tell, 

But to him louted ^ low, and greeted goodly well ; 
xxxvni. 
And, after, asked him for Hellenore : • 
" I take no keepe ^ of her," sayd Paiiddl, 
" She wonneth ^ in the forrest there before.'' 
So forth he rode as his adventure fell ; 
The whiles the Boaster from hb loftie sell ^ 
Faynd to alight, somethmg amisse to mend ; 
But the fresh Swayne would not his leasure dwdl,* 
But went his way ; whom when he passed kend,'' 

He up remounted light, and after (kind to wend.^ 
XXXIX. 
" Perdy ® nay," said Malbecco, " shall ye not ; 
But let him passe as lightly as he came : 
For lide good of him is to be got, 
And mickle ^^ perill to bee put to shame. 
But let us goe to seeke my dearest Dame, 
Whom he hath left in yonder forest wyld : 
For of her safety m great doubt I ame, 

> ChdUrs, deceiven. * DtoeU, await 

* LnUed, bent ^ Kend, perceived, saw. 

' Keepe, care, charge. ^ Faind to wend, pretended to go. 
^ Wonneth, dweUeth. * Perdy, indeed. 

• SeU, saddle. "> MiekU, much. 



xxxvni. 4. — So forth he rode.] Paridell put his horse in motion 
to Joust with Braggadochio, as was a custom with stranger knights 
who met; he, however, pretending that something required adjusting, 
dimonnted, and ParideU would not wait for him to remount. 
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Least salvage beastes her persoD have despo^ld : 
IlieQ all the woild is lost, and we in vaine have toyldl " 
XL. 
Thej all agree, and forward them addrest: 
" Ah ! but," said crafty Trompart, " weete ^ ye well, 
That yonder in that wastefull wildemesse 
Huge monsters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 
Dragons, and mmotaures, and feendfs of hell, 
And many wilde woodmen which robbe and rend 
All traveilers ; therefore advise ye well, 
Before ye enterprise that way to wend ^ : 
One may his ioumey bring too soone to evill end/' 
XLI. 
Malbecco stopt m great astonishment. 
And, with pale eyes &st fixed on the rest. 
Their counsell crav'd in daunger imminent. 
Said Trompart ; '^ Tou, that are the most oppiest 
With burdem of great treasure, I thinke best 
Here for to stay in saf etie behynd : 
My Lord and I will search the wide forest." 
That counsell pleased not Malbeccoes mynd ; 
For he was much afraid himselfe al(me to fynd. 
XUI. 
" Then b it best," said he, " that ye doe leave 
Tour treasure here in some security, 
Either &st closed m some hoUow greave,' 
Or buried m the ground fix>m ieopardy. 
Till we retume agame in safety : 
As for us two, least doubt of us ye have, 
Hence farre away we will blyndfolded ly, 

> IFlMte, know. ' IFeiui, go. ' Qrunt, grooTe, or hiding-plafie. 
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Ne pnwj bee unto your toeasiires grave.'' 
Itpleaeed; so he did: Then thqr nieich fcnrard fantm. 
xun. 
Now when onud the thickest woodes they weiBi 
They heard a noyse of many bagpipes shrill. 
And shrieking hububs ^ them approcbing nere. 
Which all die finest did widi honour fill: 
That dieadM sound the Bosters hart did thrill 
With such amazment, that m hast he fledd, 
Ne ever looked back for good or ill ; 
And after him eke fearefiiU Trompart spedd : 
The old man could not fly, but fell to ground half dedd: 
XLIV. 
Yet afterwardes, close creeping as he mi^t. 
He in a bush did hyde his fearefiiU hedd. 
The ioliy Satyres full of fiesh delight 
Came dauncmg forth, and with them nimbly ledd 
Fure Helenore with girionds all bespiedd,* 
Whom their May-lady they had newly made: 
She, proude of that new honour which they redd,' 
And of thdr lovely fellowship full glade,^ 
Daunst lively, and her face did with a lawrell shade. 
XLV. 
The ^y ^ man that in the thickett lay 
Saw all this goodly spcHt, and grieved soie ; 
Yet durst he not against it doe or say. 
But did his hart with bitter thou^ts engore,* 
To see th' unkmdness of his Hellenore. 
All day they daunced with great lustyhedd, 

* Hvfric&f, ihoatfl, confused cries. ^ G£a42e, glad. 
> BtMprtddy adorned. * SUltfj simple. 

* B/M^ declared, bestowed. « Emgort^ laeenle. 
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And with their homed feet the greeoe gras wore ; 
The whiles their gotes upon the bfoizes ^ fedd. 

Till drouping Phoebus gan to bjde his golden hedd. 
XLVI. 
Tho' up they gan their m^ PXP^ to trasse,' 
And all thdr goodly heardes did gather rownd ; 
But every Satyre 6rst did give a busse ^ 
To Hellenore ; so busses did abound. 
Now gan the humid vapour shed the grownd 
With periy deaw, and th' Earthes gloomy shade 
Did dim the brigbtnesse of the welkin ^ lownd. 
That every bird and beast awamed made 

To shrowd themselves, while sleep their sences did invade. 
XLVII. 
Which when Malbecco saw, oat of the bush 
Upon his handes and feete he crept full light, 
And like a gote emongst the gotes did rush ; 
That, through the helpe of his &ire homes on bight. 
And misty dampe of misconcey ving ni^t, 
And eke through likenesse of his gotish beard, 
He did the better counterfeite aright : 
So home be maicht emongst the homed beard, 
Tliat none of all the Satyres him espyde or heard. 
XLVIII. 
At night, when all they went to sleepe, he vewd. 
Whereas his lovely wife emongst them lay, 

' Brmues, twigs. ' Tho, then. ' IVutse, pack np, or laj 
* BuMW, kin. * WeUdHj Ay, 



XLVII. 4.^ His fnre honus.] Church would read « their fiure 
honiea'* — the homi of the goats— (ram a wish to rescue the poet 
from the imputation of indulging in so poor a conceit as the giving a 
pair of aetoal horns to Malbecco. 
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Iknbraced of a Satyre rough and rude, 
Who all the night did mmd his ioyous play : 
Nbe times he heaid him come aloft ere day. 
That all his hart with gealosy did swell ; 
But yet that nights ensample did bewray 
That not for nought his wife them lovd so weU, 

When one so oft a night did ring his matins bell. 
XLIX. 
So closely as he could he to them crept. 
When wearie of their sport to sleepe they fdl, 
And to his wife, that now full soundly slept. 
He whispered m her eare, and did her teU, 
That it was he which by her side did dwell ; 
And therefore prayd her wake to heare him plaine. 
As one out of a dreame not waked well 
She tumd her, and returned backe agame : 

Yet her for to awake he did the more constraine. 
L. 
At last with irkesom trouble she abrayd ^ ; 
And then perceiving, that it was indeed 
Her old Malbecco, which did her upbrayd 
With loosenesse of her love and loathly deed, 
She was astonisht with exceeding dreed. 
And would have wakt the Satyre by her syde ; 
But he her prayd for mercy or for meed. 
To save his life, ne let him be descryde. 

But hearken to his lore,^ and all his counsell hyde. 
LI. 
Tho ^ gan he her perswade to leave that lewd 
And loathsom life, of God and man abbord. 
And home retume, where all should be renewd 

> Jihrayd, awoke. ' Lore, advice. * Tko^ then. 
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With perfect peace and bandes of fresh accord, 
And she receivd againe to bed and bold, 
As if no trespas ever had beene donne : 
But she it all refused at one w<xd, 
And by no meanes would to tus will be wonne. 

But chose eraongst the iolly Satyres still to wonne.^ 
Lll. 
He wooed ^ her till day-spring he espyde ; 
But all m vaine : and then tumd ^ to the heard. 
Who butted him with homes on every syde, 
And trode downe in the durt, where his bore beard 
Was fowly dight,^ and he of death afeard. 
Early, before the heavens fairest light 
Out of the ruddy East was fully reard, 
The heardes out of their foldes were loosed quight. 

And he emongst the rest crept forth m soiy plight 
LIII. 
So soone as he the prison-dore did pas, 
He ran as fast as both his feet could beare. 
And never looked who behind him was, 
Ne scarsely who before : like as a beare. 
That creepbg close amongst the hives to reare^ 
An hony-combe, the wakefiill dogs espy, 
And him assayling sore his carinas teare, 
That hardly he with life away does fly, 

Ne stayes, dll safe himselfe he see from ieopardy. 
LIV. 
Ne stayd he, till he came unto the place 
Where late his treasure he entombed had ; 
Where when he found it not, (for Trompart bace 

> Watma, dweU. * Wooedf entreated. ' TSamdj retained. 
« Fo%Dhf digktf fboUy eoiled. • Ruure, take. 



884 THE FAERIE qUEESfX. B. III. 

Had it purloyned fix bis Maister bad,) 
With extreme fiuy he became quite mad. 
And ran away ; ran with himselfe away : 
Thai who so stnuingely had him seeoe bestadd,^ 
With upstart haire and staring eyes dismay, 

Frcxn limbo lake him late escaped sure would say. 
LV. 
High over hilles and over dales he fledd, 
As if the wind him on his winges had borne ; 
Ne banck nor bush could stay him, when he spedd 
His nimble feet, as treading still on thome : 
Gnefe, and Despight, and Gealosy, and Scomei 
Did all the way him follow hard behynd ; 
And he himsetfe himselfe loath'd so fcrkxne, 
So shamefully foriome of womankynd : 

That, as a snake, sdU luriced m his wounded mynd. 
LVI. 
Still fled he forward, lookmg backward still ; 
Ne stayd his flight nor fearefiill agony 
mi that he came unto a rocky hill 
Over the sea suspended dreadfully. 
That living creature it would teirify 
To looke adowne, or upward to the bight : 
From thence he threw himselfe dbpiteously, 
All desperate of his fore-damned spright, 

That seemd no help for him was left in living sight. 
LVU. 
But, through long anguish and selfe-murd'ring thought, 
He was so wasted and forpined ^ quight, 

^ Bestadd, situated. * Farpmed, pined awaj. 



LTV. 8. — Dismay.] Put for dismayed for the rhyme i take. 
LV. 9. — That,] That thought. 
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That all hk substance was consumM to nooghty 
And notUng left but like an aeiy spright ; 
That on the lockes he iUl so flit ^ and light, 
That he thereby received no hurt at all ;- 
But ehaunoed on a craggy cliff to light ; 
Whence he with ciodced clawes so long did erall, 

That at the last he found a cave widi entrance* small': 
LVIIl. 
Into the same he cieepes, and thenceforth there 
Resoly'd to build his baleiiill mansion 
In drery darkenes and continuall feare 
Of that rocks fall, which ever and anon 
Threates with huge mine him to fall upon, 
That he dare never sleepe, but that one eye 
Still ope he keepes for that occasicMi ; 
Ne ever rests he in tranquillity, 

The roring billowes beat his bowre ' so boystrously. 
LIX. 
Ne ever is he wont on ought to feed 
But todes and fix>gs, his pasture' poysonous, 
Which in his cold complexion doe breed 
A filthy blood, or humour rancorous. 
Matter of doubt and dread suspitk)us. 
That doth with curelesse care consume the hart, 
Comipts the stomacke with gall vitkxis. 
Cross-cuts ^ the liver with intemall smart, 

And doth transGxe the soule with deathes etemall dart 
LX. 
Tet can he never dye, but d3ring lives, 
And doth himselfe with sorrow new sustaine, 

> f7i/, nnsabftuitial. ' Bowrtf residence. 

' PMfttre, food. * Ctou^mU^ piercei, or enti through. 
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That death and life attooce unto him gives. 
And paineiiill pleasure tumes to pleasing paine. 
There dwels he ever, miserable swaine, 
Hatefull both to himsdfe and eveiy wight ; 
Where he, through privy griefe and b(»iour vaine, 
Is woxen so defocm'd that he has quight 
Foigot he was a man, and Grelosy is hi^t.^ 

iflyJU, called. 
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CANTO XI. 

Britomait chaceth Ollyphant ; 

Findes Scudamour distrest: 
Asmyes the House of Busyrane 

Where LoveB spoyles are ezprest 

1. 
O HATETULL hellish Snake ! what Furie fiirst 
Biought thee fiom balefiill house of Proserpbe, 
Where m her bosome shee thee long had nurst, 
And fostred up with bitter milke of tine ^ ; 
Fowle Gealosy ! that tumest love divine 
To ioylesse dread, and mak'st the loving hart 
With hatefuU thoughts to languish and to pbe, 
And feed itselfe with selfe-consuming smart, 

Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art ! 
n. 
O let him far be banished away, 
And in his stead let Love for ever dwell ! 
Sweete Love, that doth his golden wings embay* 
In blessed nectar and pure Pleasures well. 
Untroubled of vile feare or bitter fell.^ 
And ye, faire Ladies, that your kingdomes make 
In th' harts of men, them governe wisely well, 
And of fure Britomart ensample take. 

That was as trew in love as turtle to her make*^ 

1 Tbu, woe. s FeU, gmU. 

• £iii*ay, bathe. * Make, 
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lU. 

Who with Sir SatyraDe, as eaist ' je red, 

Forth ryding fiom Malbeccoes hosdesse ' hous, 

Far off aspyde a young man, the which fled 

From an huge Geaunt, that with hideous 

And hateflill outrage long him chaced thus ; 

It was that Ollyphant, the brother deare 

Of that Argante vile and vitious, 

From whom the Squyre of Dames was oeft whylere * ; 

This all as bad as she, and worse, if worse ought were. 

IV. 
For as.the sister did m feminine 
And filthy lust exceede all womankinde ; 
So he surpassed his sex masculine, 
In beasdy use,^ all that I ever finde : 
Whom when as Britomart beheld behinde 
The fearefiill Boy so greedily poursew, 
She was. emmoved in her noble minde 
T' employ h^ puissaunce to his reskew, 

And pricked fiercely forward where she him ()id vew. 

V. 
Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behinde, 
But with like fiercenesse did ensew ^ the cbace : 
Whom, when the Gyaunt saw, be specie sosmdft^ 
His fonner suit, and fixxn them fled apace : 
They after both, and boldly bad him bace, 

> EarMtj before. ^ Use^ habits. 

' HottU3se, inbpspit^ble. * Enseio, follow. 

' y^ylcrc, l&telj^. * Rainde, resigned, abuidoii^ 



in. 1. — JSs eargt ye redJ] See canto X. stanza I. 

III. 8. — Wat r^ toAyfsrc] See canto VIJ. stsna XXXVH. 

V. 6. — Bad Mm iaee.] Church says that this is. an ezpiessioii 
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And each did strive the other to outgoe ; 
But he them both Outran a wondrous spacto, 
Foir be was long, ahd swift as any roe, 
And now made better speed t' escape his feared fi^ 

VI. 

It wai tiot Satyrane, whom he did feam, 
But Britomart the flowre of chastity ; 
For he the powre of chaste hands knight not bMpe, 
But alwayes did their dread ^icounter fly : 
And now so iasl his feet he did apply, 
That he has gotten to a foirest neare, 
Where he is shrowded in security. 
the V ood they enter, and search everie where ; 
They searched diversely ; so both divided were. 

VII. 

Fayre Britomart so long him followed, 
That she at last came to a ibuntame sheare,^ 
By which there lay a Knight all wallowed* 
Upon the grassy ground, and by him neaie 
His haberieon,^ his helmet, and his speare : 
A little off, his shield was rudely throwne, 
On which the Winged Boy in colours cleare 
Depeincted ^ was, iiill easie to be knowne, 
And he thereby, wherever it in field was showne. 
VIII. 
His face iipon the grownd did groveling ly, 
As if he had beene slombring m the shade ; 
That the brave Mayd would not for courtesy 

^ Skeare, pure. ' HtikerUomt coat of maiL 

' WaUowedy cast, thrown. * Depeinettd^ painted. 



derived from a game called primmrhate, and that the meaning if, tint 
thej challenged each other to run after Olljphant. 

33* 
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Out of his quiet slomber him abrade/ 
Nor seeme too suddemly him to invade : 
Still as she stood, she heard widi grievous throb 
Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made,* 
And with most painefull pangs to sigh and sob, 

That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob. 
IX. 
At last forth breakmg into bitter plaintes 
He sayd ; " O soverayne Lord, that sit'st on bye 
And raignst in blis emongst thy blessed saintes, 
How sufirest thou such shamefull cruelty 
So long unwreaked ^ of thine enimy ! 
Or hast thou, Lord, of good mens cause no heed? 
Or doth thy iustice sleepe and silent ly ? 
What booteth then the good and righteous deed, 

If goodnesse find no grace, nor righteousnesse no meed I 
X. 
'^ If good find grace, and righteousnes reward. 
Why then is Amoret in caytive * band, 
Sith ^ that more bounteous ^ creature never frr'd 
On foot upon the face of living land ! 
Or if that hevenly iustice may withstand 
The wrongfull outrage of unrighteous men. 
Why then is Busirane with wicked hand 
Suffied, these seven monethes day, in secret den 

My Lady and my Love so cruelly to pen ? 
XI. 
** My Lady and my Love is cruelly pend 
In dolefiiU darkenes fiom the vew of day, 

^ Ahradty rouse. « Caytive, captiTe. 

' Peeees made, broken in pieces. * Sitk, since. 

' UiwDreaked, unayenged. * BtnaUetms, good. 
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Wlulest deadly tonnents doe her chast biest rend, 
And the sharpe Steele doth rive her hart in tway, 
All for^ she Scudamore will not denay.^ 
Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art sound, 
Ne canst her ayde, ne canst her foe dismay ; 
Unworthy wretch to tread upon the ground. 

For whom so faire a Lady feeles so sore a wound." 
XII. 
There an huge heape of singulfes^ did oppresse 
His stiugling soule, and swelling throbs empeach^ 
Ks foltring toung with pangs of drerinesse,^ 
Choking the remnant of his plaintife speach. 
As if his dayes were come to their last reach. 
Which when she heard, and saw the ghastly fit 
Threatning into his life to make a breach, 
Both with great ruth ^ and terrour she was smit. 

Fearing least'' fiom her cage the wearie soule would flit. 
XIII. 
Tho,^ stouping downe, she him amoved light ; 
Who, therewith somewhat starting, up gan looke, 
And seeing him behind a stranger Knight, 
Whereas no living creature he mistooke,^ 
With great indignaunce he that sight forsooke,^^ 
And, downe againe hiinselfe disdainefuUy 
Abiecting,^^ th' earth with his faire forhead strooke : 
Which the bold \1rgin seemg, gan apply 

Fit medcine to his griefe, and spake thus courtesly ; 

^ For, because. ^ Leoft, leit 

* Dmay, denj. * Tko, then. 

> Singylfes, lobf . * MistoaU, suspected. 

* Empeaekf hinder. ^^ ForjiooJU, turned firom. 

* Drerinesse^ sorrow. '* Ahiutingy ctsting. 

* Budky pity. 



XIV. 
*< Ah ! gentle Knight, whose deepen^oBceived gnefe 
Well seemes t' exceede the powre of patieDce» 
Tety if that hevenly grace some good reliefe 
Tou send, submit you to High ProTideooe ; 
And ever, in your noble hart, prepense,' 
That all the sanow in the world is lessa 
Then ^ vertues might and values confidence : 
For who nill ^ bide the burden of distresse, 

Mugt not here thinke to live ; for life is wretchednesse. 
XV. 
" Therefore, fiiire Sir, doe comfort to you take, 
And freely read ^ what wicked felon so 
Hath outrag'd you, and thrald your gentle Make.' 
Perhaps this hand may help to ease your woe, 
And wreake ^ your sorrow on your cruell foe ; 
At least it faire endevour will apply." 
Those feelmg words so neare the quicke did goe. 
That up his head he reared easily ; 

And, leaning on hb elbowe, these few words lett fiy : 
XVI. 
'^ What boots it plaine"^ that cannot be redrest, 
And sow vaine sorrow m a fruidesse eare ; 
Sith ® powre of hand, nor skill of learned brest, 
Ne worldly price, cannot redeeme my Deare 

^ Prepense, consider. * Make, mate. 

* Then, than. ' Wreakef avenge. 
' MU, will not. ^ PUttne, complain. 

* Read, explain. ' Sith, since. 



XrV. 7.— Fa&Mf em^idmtee.] The confidence of valor. VaJm ia 
put for valtr. 

XVI. 2. — Amd MOW vaine sorrow, &c.] And make l onuwfu l oom- 
plaintB to those who can render no assistance. 
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Out of her tbialdome and continuall feaie ! 

For he, the tynint, whidi her hath in ward 

By strong enchauntments and Uacke tnagicke leUt^,^ 

Haih in a dungeon deepe her close etnbtrd,' 

And many dreadiiiQ feends hath pomted to her gtfd. 
XVII. 
*^ There he tonnenteth her most tenibly, 
And day and night afflicts with mortal! paine, 
Beoause to yield him love she doth deny, 
Once to me yold,' not to be yold' againe : 
But yet by torture he would her constraine 
Love to conceive m her disdainfiill brest ; 
Till so she doe, she must in doole ^ remaine, 
Ne may by living meanes be thence idest : 

What boots it then to plaine ^ that cannot be rediest T' 
XVIII. 
With this sad hersall ^ of his heavy stresse '^ 
The wBitike Damxell was empassiond ® sore, 
And sayd ; '< Sir Knight, your cause is nothing lesse 
Tben^ is your sorrow certes,^^ if not more; 
For nothing so much pitty doth implore 
As gende Ladyes helplesse misery : 
But yet, if please ye listen to my lore,^^ 
I will, with proofe of last extremity, 

Delivw her fio thence, or with her for you dy." 

* Leare, lore. '' Stresse, distre«. 

' * Emkard, confined. * Empassiond, mov«d. 

* YM, yielded. • Then, than. 

« Doole, grief. ^ CerUs, certainly. 

* Plains, complain. ** Lore, connael. 

* Hersall, rehearaal. 



XVIII. 8.— WiA froofe of last extremityJ] At the extreme peril of 
mj life. 
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XIX. 

<< Ah 1 gendest Knight alive/' sayd Scudamorey 

<^ What huge heioicke magnanimity 

Dwells in thy bounteous^ brest? what couldst thcxi moiey 

If shee were thine, and thou as now am I? 

O spare thy happy daies, and them a^ply 

To better boot ; but let me die that ought ; 

More is more losse ; one is enough to dy ! " 

« life is not lost," said she, " for which is bought 

Endlesse renowm ; that, more then death, is to be sought" 

XX. 
Thus she at length persuaded him to lise, 
And with her wend^ to see what new successe 
Mote him befall upon new enterprise : 
His armes, which he had vowed to disprofesse,' 
She gathered up and did about him dresse,^ 
And his forwandred ^ steed unto him gott : 
So forth they both yfere ® make their progrgsse. 
And march, not past the mountenaunce of a shott, 

Till they arriv'd whereas their purpose they did pbtt. 

XXI. 
There they dismounting drew their weapons bold 



' Bounteous f generous, kind. * Dregse, dispose. 

* Jfmd, go. * Forwandredf stnjed awmy. 

• Disjnrofesse^ abandon. • Yfere, together. 



XIX. 6. — To better boot.] To better advantage. 

XIX. 9. — That, more then death, is to be sought."] The meaning 
appears to be, that " endlesse renowm *' is more to be sought than 
death to be avoided. 

XX. 8.— JVbf past the mountenaunce of a shott.] Not farther than 
the flight of an arrow. 

XX. 9.— 7%etr purpose they did pUitt.] They proposed to execute 
their plan. 
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And stoutly came unto the Castle gate, 
Whereas no gate they found them to withhold. 
Nor ward to waite at morae and evening late ; 
But in the porch, that did them sore amate/ 
A flaming fire ymixt with smouldry^ smoke 
And stinking sulphure, that with griesly hate 
And dreadful! honor did all entraunce choke. 

Enforced them their forward footing to revoke. 
XXII. 
Greatly thereat was Britomart disraayd, 
Ne m that stownd ^ wist how herselfe to beare ; 
For daunger vaine * it were to have assayd 
That cruell element, which all things feare, 
Ne none can suffer to approachen neare : 
And, turning backe to Scudamour, thus sayd ; 
" What monstrous enmity provoke we heare ? 
Foolhardy as th' Earthes children, the which made 

Batteill against the gods, so we a god mvade. 
XXIII. 
<' Daunger without discretion to attempt, 
Inglorious, beast-like, is : therefore, Sir Knight, 
Aread ^ what course of you is safest dempt,® 
And how we with our Ibe may come to fight" 
" This is," quoth he, " the dolorous despight,'' 
Which eaist® to you I playnd^: for nether may 



^ AmaU, ilarm. * Dempi, deemed. 

' Smauldry^ suffocating. '' Dolorous despight^ grieTOOi Tezatum. 

> Stownd, peril. * Earst, before. 

* Vaine, uaelen. " Platfnd, complained of. 

* Artady explain. 



XXI. 9.~ 7%«tr fonoard /doting to rmoke.] To decift from their 
intention of going forward. 
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This fire be quoncht b^ aaj witt or BughC, 
Ne yet by aaf meaaes remov'd awaj; 

So mighty be th' encfaaiintnieQtB whieh theeai&e do 0617.^" 
XXlV. 
" What IS there toUs but cease these fruitlesse pab^ 
And leave me to my former languishing ! 
Fairs Araorett must dweU in wicked chaines. 
And Scudamore here die with sonowing ! " 
" Perdy ^ not so," saide shee ; " for shamefiil thing 
Yt were t' abandon noble chevisaunce,^ 
For shewe of peril!, without venturing i 
Rather, let try extr^nities of chaunce 

Then^ enterprised praise for dread to disavaunce.'" 

XXV. 
Therewith, resolv'd to prove her utmost migjbt. 
Her ample shield she threw befixe her face, 
And her swords pomt directing forward right 
Assayld the flame ; the which eftesoones ^ gave plae^ 
And did itselfe divide with equall space. 
That through she passed ; as a thonder-bdt 
Perceth the yielding ayre, and doth displace 
The soring clouds mto sad showres jrmolt^ ; 

So to her yold ^ the flames, and did thdr force revolt.* 
XXVI. 
Whom whenas Scudamour saw past the &e 
Safe and untoucht, he likewise gan assay 
With greedy will and envious de^, 
And bad the stubbome flames to yield him way : 

> Stay, Bopport. • EfitaaoneB, immeditlrij. 

• Perdy, in truth. ▼ YmoUf melted, 
s Ckmiaamnce^ enterprise. • Yold, jielded. 

« Then, than. • RevoUy roU Inm^ 

* DuamtHnce, giye oyer. 
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But cruell Mulciber would BOt obay 
His threatfuU pride^ but did the nxM^ augaMOl 
Hb mighty' rage» and with imperious 9w%j 
Him forst, maulgre ^ his feroeoes, to releat,^ 

And backe retire all sooroht and pidfiillj ^penti* 
XXVM. 
With huge impatience he inly swelt,^ 
More for great soirow that he could not pas* 
Then ^ fiw the burning tonneBt which he felt ; 
That mA fell woodnes^ he Merced'' was^ 
And wDfijlly him throwing on the gras 
Did beat and bounse hb head and breat fiill soie: 
The whiles the Championesse now entred has 
The utmost^ rowme, and past the foremost dore; 

The utmost rowme abomding with sA precious store: 
XXVIII. 
For, round about, the waUs yclothed were 
With goodly arras of great maiesty, 
Woven with gdd and silke so close and nere 
That ^ rich metall lurked privily, 
As faining to be hidd from envious eye ; 
Yet here, and diere, and every where, unwares 
It shewd itselfe and shcme unwillmgly ; 
Like to' a discolourd ^ snake, whose hidden snares 

Through the greene gras his long bright bumisht back db' 

* MaulgrBf in spite of. * fVoodnet, madneM. 
*' Relent, withdraw. "^ E^fiereed^ inflamed. 

* Brentf burned. * UimoM, outermost 

« Swelty swelled. * DUeoUmrd, party-eoloied. 

* Then, than. 



XXVI. 5. ~ CmeU MuUiber.] Volcaa ; that k, the Am. 
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XXIX. 

And in those tapets ^ weren fiisluoned 
Many fiuie pourtnucts, and many a tain feate ; 
And all of love, and al of lusty-hed, 
As seemed by their semblaunt,^ did entreat ' : 
And eke all Cupids wanes they did repeate, 
And cruell battailes, which he whilome ^ fought 
Grainst all the gods to make his empire great ; 
Besides the huge massacres, which he wrought 

On mighty kings and kesars into thraldome brouj^L 
XXX. 
Ther^ was writt how often thondring love 
Had felt the pomt of his hart-percing dart. 
And, leaving heavens kingdome, here did rove 
In straunge disguize, to slake his scalding smart ; 
Now, like a ram, faire Helle to pervart, 
Now, like a buU, Europa to withdraw : 
Ah, how the fearefiill Ladies tender hart 
Did lively seeme to tremble, when she saw 

The huge seas under her t' obay her servaunts law I 
XXXI. 
Soone after that, into a golden showre 
Himselfe he chaung'd, iaire Danae to vew ; 
And through the roofe of her strong brasen towre 



1 Tapets f tapestry. * Entreat, treat of, or deal with. 

' SenMauni, appearance. * WhUome, formerly. 



XXX. I.— Therein was wriU, &c.] In Uiia and the sabaeqaent 
Manzaa, Spenaer has yenified some of the most popular loye stones of 
classical mythology. It has not been deemed necessary to explain the 
narratiye by annotations. The stories are among the common-places 
of classical literature, and satisfactory details may be found in such 
books as Tooke's Pantheon and Lempriere's Classical Dictionary. 
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Did laine into her lap an hooy dew ; 
The whiles her foolish garde, that lide knew 
Of such deceipt, kept th' yion dore fast bard, 
And watcht that none should enter nor issew ; 
Vaine was the watch, and boodesse all the ward, 

Whenas the god to golden hew himselfe trans&id.^ 
XXXll 
Then was he tumd bto a snowy swan, 
To win &ire Leda to his lovely trade : 
O wondrous skill, and sweet wit of the man. 
That her in dafidillies sleeping made 
From scorching heat her daintie limbes to shade ! 
Whiles the proud bird, ruffing^ his fethers wyde 
And brushing his faire brest, did her invade, 
She slept ; yet twizt her eielids closely spyde 

How towards her he rusht, and smiled at his pryde. 
XXXIII. 
Then shewd it how the Thebane Semelee, 
Deceivd of gealous luno, did require 
To see him m his soverayne maiestee 
Armd with his thundeibolts and lightning fire, 
Whens dearely she with death bought her desire. 
But faire Alcmena better match did make, 
lojring his love in likenes more entire : 
Three nights in one they say that for her sake 

He then did put, her pleasures lenger^ to partake. 
XXXIV. 
Twice was he seene in soaring eagles shape, 
And with wide wmges to beat the buxome ^ ayre : 
Once, when he with Asterie did scape ; 

^ T^Wirfmrd, trantfonned. ' ^"^V^t longer. 

* Ra^jing^ ruffling. ^ Buxome^ Tieldisg. 
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Agame, whenas. tbe Trojanei hof so iajn 
He snatchi fiom Ida hill, and wilhtUiB bave: 
WondiDiis delight it was there to beboidd 
How tbe rade shepheardsiaAer bim did stare^ 
Treidbling tbrougk feaiei least down be fidlen AoMy 

And often to bim calling to- take sunt bouldL 
XXXV. 
In Satyres sba^pe. Anti^a be snatcbt; 
And like a fire, wboi be. Aegin' assajicd : 
A sbepeheaid, wben Mnemo^ne be catcfat ; 
And like a serpent to die Tbracian mayd^ 
Wlgrlta. tbiis on eartb great love tbese pageaimt» plajd, 
Tbe Winged Boy did thrust btobis tbiqne^ 
And, scoffing^ thus unto bis mother sayd; 
" Lo ! now tbe bevens obey to me alone, 

And take me for tbeir love, wbibss lovie to eaiidi is-goMb" 
XXXVI. 
And tbou, &iie E%<Bbus, in tby cokMUB bright 
Wast there enwoven, and tbe sad distresse 
In which that Boy thee plonged, for despigbt 
That thou bewray'dst bts mothers wantonnesse. 
When* she with Mais was meynt ^ b ioyfiilnesso:: 
Forthy ^ he thrild ^ thee with a leaden dart 
To love fair Dapbne, which thee loved lesse ; 
Lesse she thee lov'd than was thy iust desajt, 

Tet was tby love her death, and her death was thy smnift. 
XXXVIL 
So lovedst tbou tbe lusty Hyacinct ; 

> Meyntf mingrled. * Fbrthyj therefbre. * TkrOd, pierced. 



XXXVI. e.-^Leadoi d4in,2 The leftden darta of Cnpid. produoed 
unhappy oiv qiiaiuceeaifal paanon. 
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So lovedst tbou the faire Coronis deare : 
Yet both are of thy haplesse hand extinct ; 
Yet both in flowres doe live, and love thee beare, 
The one a paunce/ the other a sweete-breaie: 
For griefe whereof, ye mote have lively seene 
The god himselfe rending his golden heare» 
And breaking quite his garlond ever greene. 

With other signes of sorrow and impatient teene.* 
XXXVIII. 
Both far those two, and for his owne deare sonne, 
The sonne of Climene, he did repent ; 
Who, bold to guide the charet of the Sunne, 
Himselfe in thousand peeces fondly ^ rent, 
And all the world with flashing fier brent ^ ; 
So like, that all the walles did seeme to flame. 
Yet cruell Cupid, not herewith content, 
Forst him eftsoones * to follow other game, 

And love a shepheards daughter ibr his dearest dame. 
XXXIX. 
He loved Isse for his dearest dame, 
And for her sake her cattell fedd awhile, 
And for her sake a cowheard vile became : 
The servant of Admetus, cowheard vile, 
Whiles that from heaven he sufiered exile. 
Long were to tell each other lovely fitt ; 
Now, like a lyon hunting after spoile ; 
Now, like a hag ; now, like a faulcon flit : 

AU which b that faire arras was most lively writ. 

* Pounce, pansy. ' Teene, forrow. ' Fondly , fooliihlj. 
♦ Brtniy burned. » Eflsooncs^ immediately. 



XXX IX. 6. — Each other lovely JiU.] Kacli other occasion on which 
be felt the passion of love. 

34* 
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XL. 

Next unto him was Neptune pictured, 
In his divine resemblance wondrous lyke : 
His face was rugged, and his hoarie hed 
Dropped with brackish deaw ; his threefoikt pyke 
He steamly shooke, and therewith fierce did stiyke 
The raging billowes, that on every syde 
They trembling stood, and made a long broad dyke. 
That his swift charet might have passage wyde, 

Which foure great hippodames ^ did draw in teme-wise tyde. 

XLI. 
His seahorses did seeme to snort amayne, 
And ijx>m their nosethnlles blow the brynie streame. 
That made the sparckling waves to smoke agayne 
And flame with gold ; but the white fi>my creame 
Did shine with silver, and shoot forth his beame : 
The god himselfe did pensive seeme and sad, 
And hong adowne his head as he did dreame ; 
For privy love his brest empierced had, 

Ne ought but deare Bisaltis ay could make him glad. 

XLII. 
He loved eke Iphimedia deare, 
And Aeolus faire daughter, Ame hight,* 
For whom he tumd himselfe into a steare, 
And fedd on fodder to beguile her sight. 
Also, to win Deucalions daughter bright. 
He turad himselfe into a dolphin fayre ; 
And, like a winged horse, he tooke his flight 
To snaky-locke Medusa to repayre. 

On whom he got iaire Pegasus that flitteth ^ in the ayre. 

' HippodamcM, sca-hones. ' Hight, called. > FUUdh, flieth. 



XL. 9. — In tem^-wite tyde,'] Yoked like a team of honei. 
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XLIII. 
Next Satuine was» (but who would ever weene 
That suUein Satume ever weend to love ? 
Yet love is sullein, and Saturolike seene, 
As he did for ELngone it prove,) 
That to a centaure did himselfe transmove.^ 
So proov'd it eke that gratious god of wine, 
When, for to compasse Philliras hard love, 
He tumd himselfe into a ihiitfull vine, 

And into her iaire bosome made his grapes decline. 
XLIV. 
Long were to tell the amorous assayes,* 
And gende pangiies, with which he maked meeke 
The migbtie Mars, to leame his wanton playes ; 
How oft for Venus, and how often eek 
For many other nymphes, he sore did shreek ^ ; 
Widi womanish teares, and with unwariike smarts. 
Privily moystening his horrid * cheeke : 
There was lie painted full of burning dartes. 

And many wide woundes launched through his inner partes. 

XLV. 
Ne did he spare (so cruell was the Elfe) 
His owne deare mother, (ah ! why should he so !) 
Ne did be spare sometime to pricke himselfe, 
That he might taste the sweet consuming woe, 
Which he had wrought to many others moe.* 
But, to declare the moumfull tragedyes 
And spoiles wherewith he all the ground did strow, 
More eatli ® to number witli how many eyes 

High heven beholdes sad lovers nightly theeveryes. 

* Transnunty transform. * Horrid, rough. 

• ^ssayeSf ezperieaces. * Moe, more. 
' Skreek, moum. * Eatk, easy. 
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XLVI. 

Ejngs, queenes, lords, ladies, knights, and damseb geot,^ 
Were beap'd together with the vulgar sort, 
And nungled with the raskall ^ rablement, 
Without respect of person or of port,' 
To shew Dan Cupids powre and great effi»t : 
And round about a border was entrayld ^ 
Of broken bowes and anowes shivered short ; 
And a long bloody river through them rayld,^ 
So lively, and so like, that living sence it &]rld.* 

XLVn. 
And at the upper ^d of that {me rowme 
There was an altar built of pretious stone 
Of pas^g valew and of great renowme, 
On which there stood an image all alone 
Of massy gold, which with his owne light shone ; 
And winges it had with sondiy cdouis dight,^ 
More sondry colours then ^ the proud pavone' 
Beares b his boasted fan, or Iris bright. 
When her disocdourd ^^ bow she spreds through heven bright. 

XLVIII. 
B]yndfold he was ; and in his cniell fist 
A mortall bow and anowes keene did hold, 

^ GeiUy aecomplidied. * Fm^d, deceived. 

■ EashaU^ low. ^ Dight, funusbed, adorned. 

* Portf deportment. ■ Then, than. 

* EnirayLdy wrought. • Pavone, peacock. 

* Raytdf rolled. ^ Diseolowrd, many-colored. 



XLVI. 5. — Dan Cupids,] Dan ia a contraction of the Latin dmn" 
mu, lord, master. 

XLVll. 9. — Heven bright.] Upton and Chorch conjecture that 
Bpenaer wrote * heven's hight,* as < bright* is the last word of the pie- 
▼ioua line. 
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With which he shot at randon when him Ibt,^ 
Some headed with sad lead, some with pure gold ; 
(Ah ! man, beware how thou those dartes behold !) 
A wounded dragon under him did ly, 
Whose hideous tayle his lefte foot did enfold. 
And with a shaft was shot through either eye, 

That no man fordi might draw, ne no man remedye. 
xux. 
And underneath his feet was written thus, 
Unto the Victor of the gods this bee : 
And all the people in that ample hous 
Did to that image bowe their humble knee, 
And oft committed fowle idolatree. 
That wondrous sight faire Britomart amazd, 
Ne seeing could her wonder satisfie, 
But ever more and more upon it gazd, 

The whiles the passmg brightnes her ihule sences dazd.* 
L. 
Tho,^ as she backward cast her busie eye 
To search each secrete of that goodly sted,^ 
Over the dore thus written she did spye, 
Bee bold : She ofl and oft it over-red,^ 
Yet could not find what sence it figured : 
But whatso were therein or writ or ment. 
She was no whit thereby discouraged 
From prosecuting of her first intent, 

But forward with bold steps into the next roome went* 
LI. 
Much &yrer then * the former was that roome, 

> Him list, he pleued. « Sted, place. 

' Daxd, dulled. * Oter^nd^ read om. 

> 7%a, then. * TheHfihMn. 
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And richlier, by many partes,^ arrayd ; 

For not with Airas made in painefuU loome. 

But with pure gc!d it all was overiayd, 

Wrought with wilde antickes ^ which their follies playd 

In die rich metaU, as ^ they living were : 

A thousand monstrous formes therein were made, 

Such as false Love doth oft upon him weare ; 

For Love in thousand monstrous formes doth oft appeare. 

LIl. 
And, all about, the glistring walles were hong 
With warlike spoiles and with victorious prayes 
Of raightie conquerours and captaines strong, 
Which were whilome * captived in their dayes 
To cruell Love, and wrought their owne decay es ^ : 
Their swerds and speres were broke, and hauberques* 

rent. 
And their proud girlonds of tryuraphant bayes 
Troden in dust with fury insolent, 

To shew the Victors might and merciless intent 

LIII. 
The warlike Mayd, beholding earnestly 
The goodly ordinaunce of this rich place, 
Did greatly wonder ; ne could satisfy 
Her greedy eyes with gazing a long space : 
But more she mervaild that no footings trace 
Nor wight appeard, but wastefuU "^ emptiness 
And solemne silence over all that place : 
Straunge thing it seem'd, that none was to possesse 

So rich purveyaunce,® ne them keepe with carefiilnesse. 

* Partes, degrees. * Decayes, min. 

' Jintickts, iantastic figures. * Hauberques, coats of maU. 

' ^j, as if. . f WastefulL, uninhabited. 

^ Whil&nUf formerly. * Purveyofuue^ fbrniUire. 
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LIV. 
And, as she lookt about, she did behold 
How over that same dore was likewise writ, 
lie bolde, Be bolde, and every where, Be bold ; 
That much she muz'd, yet could not constnie it 
By any ridling skill or commune wit. 
At last she spyde at that rowmes upper end 
Another yron dore, on which was writ, 
Be not too bold ; whereto though she did bend 

Her earnest minde, yet wbt ^ not what it might intend. 
LV. 
Thus she there wayted untill eventyde. 
Yet living creature none she saw appeare. 
And now sad shadowes gan the world to hyde 
From mortall vew, and wrap m darkenes dreare ; 
Yet nould she d'ofF* her weary armes, for feare 
Of secret daunger, ne let sleepe oppresse 
Her heavy eyes with natures burdein deare, 
But drew herselfe aside in sickemesse,^ 

And her welpointed wepons did about her dresse.^ 

> Witty knew. * Jfbmld she tCof^ would not take ofT. 

' SiekenuMMy nfcty. * Dreste^ vnnge, dispoee. 
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CANTO XII. 

Tho Maske of Cupid, and th' enchaun- 

tcd Chamber are displayd ; 
Whence Britomart redeemea faire A- 

moret through chaimefl dccayd. 

1. 
Tho/ whenas chearelesse Night ^covered had 
Fayre heaven with an universall clowd, 
That every wight dismayd with darkenes sad 
In silence and in sleepe themselves did shrowd. 
She heard a shrilling trompet sound alowd^ 
Signe of nigh battaill, or got victory : 
Nought therewith daunted was her courage prowd, 
But rather stird to cruell enmity, 
Expecting ever when some foe she might descry. 
II. 
With that, an hideous stonne of wmde arose, 
With dreadful] thunder and lightning atwixt, 
And an earthquake, as if it streight would lose* 
The worlds foundations ijx>m his centre fixt: 

^ T%Of then. * Lose, loosen. 



Arg. 1 . — The Maske of CupidJ] The masque was a kind of dramatio 
entertainment, very popular in the poet's age. It was originally (like 
the one described in this canto) a sort of masquerade of figures &n- 
tastically dressed, attended with music and dancing, and sometimes 
with elaborate machinery. At a subsequent period, a poetical dialogue 
was added ; and of this species of masques Ben Jonson has left many 
beautiful specimens. 
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A direfull stench of smoke and sulphure mixt 
Ensewd, whose noyaunce^ fild the fearefull sted* 
From the fixirth howre of night untill the sixt ; 
Yet the bold Britonesse was nought ydred,^ 

Though much emmov'd, but stedfast still persevered. 
III. 
All suddeinly a stormy whiriwind blew 
Throughout tlie house, that clapped every dore. 
With which that yron wicket open flew, 
As it with mighty levers had bene tore ; 
And forth yssewd/ as on the readie flore 
Of some tlieatre, a grave personage 
That in hb hand a braunch of laurell horej 
With comely haveour^ and countenance sage, 

Yclad in costly garments fit for tragicke stage, 
IV. 
Proceeding to the midst he stil did stand, 
As if m mmde he somewhat had to say ; 
And to the vulgare beckning with his hand, 
In signe of silence, as to heare a play, 
By lively actions he gan bewray * 

^ Jf&ytttme4, annoyance. * Yssewd, iiraed. 

* Sted, place. • HaveouTf demeanor. 

' Ydred, terrified. * Bewray, reveal. 



in. 6. — Ji grate perMomage, &c.] Warton states that the introdoc- 
tkm to this procession of masquers was borrowed from an allegorical 
spectacle common in Spenser's age, called the <fanii^ skate, which was 
wont to be exhibited before every act of a tragedy. This consisted of 
domb actors, who, by their dress and action, prepared the spectators for 
the matter and substance of each ensuing act respectively. We have 
a specimen of this dumb show, introductory to the play in ** Hamlet." 

IV . 5. — he gan bewray 

Same argtanentf &c.] He began by his gestures to give 
■ome explanation of the matters about to be represented. 
VOL. u. 35 
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Some ai^gument of matter passioned ; 
Which doen, he backe retyred soft away, 
And, passmg by, his name discovered, 

Ease, on his robe in golden letters cyphered. 
V. 
The noble M ayd still standing all this vewd. 
And mer\'eild at his straunge mtendiment ^ : 
With that a ioyous fellowship ^ issewd 
Of minstrales making goodly meriment, 
With wanton bardes, and rjrmers impudent ; 
All which together song full chearefuUy 
A lay of loves delight with sweet concent ^ : 
After whom marcht a iolly company, 

In manner of a maske, enranged orderly. 
VI. 
The whiles a most delitious harmony 
In full straunge notes was sweetly heard to sound. 
That the rare sweetnesse of the melody 
The feeble sences wholy did confound, 
And the frayle soule in deepe delight nigh drownd : 
And, when it ceast, shrill trompets lowd did bray, 
That their report did far away rebound ; 
And, when they ceast, it gan againe to play. 

The whiles the Maskers marched forth in trim aray. 
VII. 
The first was Fansy, like a lovely boy 
Of rare aspect and beautie without peare, 
Matchable either to that ympe * of Troy, 
Whom love did love and chose his cup to beare ; 

' Intendimenty condoet. ' Coneenlf haimooj. 

* FeUotDMkip, compuij. ^ Ymptj youth. 



VII. 3. — Ympe of Troy.] Ganjmede. 
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Or that same daintie lad, which was so deare 

To great Alcides, that, whenas he dyde, 

He wailed womaDlike with many a teare, 

And every wood and every valley wyde 
He filld with Hylas name ; the nymphes eke Hylas cryde. 

VIII. 

His garment neither was of silke nor say,^ 

But paynted plumes in goodly order dight,^ 

Like as the sunburnt Indians do aray 

Their tawney bodies in their proudest plight : 

As those same plumes, so seemd he vaine and light, 

That by his gate might easily appeare ; 

For still he far'd as dauncing in delight, 

And in his hand a windy fan did bearc, 
That in the ydle ayre he mov'd, still here and theare. 

IX. 

And him beside marcht amorous Desyre, 

Who seemd of ryper yeares then ^ th' other swayne, 

Yet was that other swayne this elders syre, 

And gave him being, commune to them twayne : 

His garment was disguysed very vayne,^ 

And his embrodered bonet sat awry : 

Twixt both his hands few sparks he close did strayne, 

Which still he blew and kindled busily. 
That soone they life conceiv'd, and forth in flames did fly. 

X. 

Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad 

In a discoloured * cote of straunge disguyse. 

That at his backe a brode capuccio ^ had, 

> Say, thin itaffl ' Dight, vmyed. ' Then, than. 

^ FayiM, fantastically. ^ Discolaur* d, meLny-coloied. 

* Capuedo, capuchin, or hood of a cloak. 
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And sleeves dependaunt Albanese-wyse ; 
He lookt askew with his mistnistfull eyes. 
And n}'cely ^ trode, as^ thornes lay in his way, 
Or that the flore to shrinke he did avyse ' ; 
And on a broken reed he still did stay 

His feeble steps, which shrunck when hard thereon he lay. 

XI. 
With him went Daunger, cloth'd in ragged weed * 
Made of beares skin, that him more dreadiiill made ; 
Yet his owne face was dreadfull, ne did need 
Straunge ^ honour to defonne his griesly shade ® : 
A net in th' one hand, and a rusty blade 
In th' other was ; this Mischiefe, that Mishap ; 
With th' one his foes he threatned to invade. 
With th' other he his fiiends ment to enwrap : 

For whom he could not kill he practizd to entrap. 

XII. 
Next him was Feare, all arm'd fiom top to toe. 
Yet thought himselfe not safe enough thereby. 
But feard each shadow moving to or fioe ; 
And, his owne armes when glittering he did spy 
Or clashing heard, he fast away did fly, 
As ashes pale of hew, and winged heeld ; 
And evermore on Daunger fixt his eye. 
Gainst whom he alwayes bent a brasen shield. 

Which his right hand unarmed fearefiilly did wield. 

* JCycdy^ carefully. * Wted, drefs. 

* Aa^ as if. * Straunge^ foreign, or borrowed. 

' Aoyte, perceive. * OrUaHy shadt^ fiightfbl i^ipeanmoe. 



X. 4. — Dependama Atbanet^-wyse.'] Hanging after the ftahion of 
the inhabitants of Albania. 
XII. 6. — Winged hedd.] With winged heeb. 
XII. 9. — fFkick his right hand, &c.] " This circumstance is toiti^ 
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xin. 
With him went Hope in rancke, a handsome mayd, 
Of chearefiill looke and lovely to behold ; 
In silken samite ^ she was light arayd, 
And her fayre lockes were woven up in gold : 
She alwajrs smyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy-water-sprinckle, dipt in deowe, 
With whk^h she sprinckled favours manifold 
On whom she list, and did great likmg sheowe, 

Great liking unto many, but true love to feowe. 
XIV. 
And after them Dissemblaunce and Suspect 
Marcht b one rancke, yet an unequall paire ; 
For She was gentle and of milde aspect, 
Courteous to all and seeming debonaire,' 
Goodly adorned and exceeding faire ; 
Yet was that all but paynted and purloynd, 
And her bright browes were deckt with borrowed haire ; 
Her deeds were forged, and her words false coynd, 

And alwaics in her hand two clewes of silke she twynd : 
XV. 
But He was fowle, ill favoured, and grim, 
Under his eiebrowes looking still askaunce ; 
And ever, as Dissemblaunce laught on him, 
He lowrd on Her with daungerous eye-glaunce, 
Shewing his nature in his countenaunce ; 
His rolling eies did never rest in place, 

> Samitey & kind of silk stuiF. ' Debonairej gnciom. 



ble to the nature of Fear, who is here justly represented as being more 
solicitous to defend himself than to hurt others ; he therefore bean his 
shield on his right arm.*' — Church. 
XIII. 1. — In ranekeA Together, or in the same line. 

35* 
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But walkte ^ each where for feare of hid mischaimce, 
Holding a latds still before his face, 

Through which he stil did peep as forward he did pace. 
XVI. 
Next him went Griefe and Fuiy matcht yfere*; 
Griefe all in sable sorrowfully clad, 
Downe hanging his dull head with heavy chere, 
Yet inly being more then ^ seeming sad : 
A paire of pincers in his band he had, 
With which he pinched people to the hart, 
That fix)m thenceforth a wretched Ufe they ladd, 
In wilfull languor and consumbg smart, 

Dying each day with inward wounds of dolours ^ dart. 
XVII. 
But Fury was fall ill appareiled 
In rags, that naked nigh she did appeare, 
With ghasdy looks and dreadfull drerihed ^ ; 
And from her backe her garments she did teare, 
And fix>m her head ofte rente her snarled heare : 
In her right hand a firebrand shee did tosse 
About her head, still roaming here and there ; 
As a dismayed deare in chace embost,® 

ForgetfuU of his safety, hath his right way lost. 
XVllI. 
After them went Displeasure and Pleasaunce^ 
He looking lompish "^ and fall sullein sad, 

" Wa'kte, roved, rolled. • Drerihed, grief. 

' Yfere, together. * Embost, hard preaied. 

' Then, than. ^ Lompiah, heavy. 
♦ DolourSj griers. 



XV. 8. — Holding a lattisy &c.] " Sospect is drawn with a laXdng 
the allusion is t*) the Italian name gelosia; such blinds or lattices as 
they may see through, yet not be seen.*' — Uptoh. 
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And hanging downe his heavy countenaunce ; 
She chearfuU, fresh, and full of ioyaunce glad. 
As if no sorrow she ne felt ne drad ; 
That evill matched paire they seemd to bee : 
An angry waspe tli' one in a viall had, 
Th' other in hers an hony lady-bee. 

Thus marched these six couples forth in faire degree. 
XIX. 
After all these there marcht a most faire Dame, 
Led of two grysie ^ Villeins, th' one Despight, 
The other cleped^ Cruelty by name: 
She doIefuU Lady, like a dreary spright 
Cald by strong charmes out of etemall night. 
Had Deathes own ymage figurd in her face. 
Full of sad signes, fearfiill to living sight ; 
Yet in that horror shewd a seemely ^ grace. 

And with her feeble feete did move a comely pace. 
XX. 
Her brest all naked, as nett * y vory 
Without adome of gold or silver bright 
Wherewith the craftesman wonts it beautify, 
Of her dew honour was despoyled quight ; 
And a wide wound therein (O ruefiill sight !) 
Entrenched deep with knyfe accursed keene, 
Yet freshly bleeding forth her fainting spright, 
(The worke of cruell hand) was to be scene, 

That dyde in sanguine red her skin all snowy cleene : 

* Grysie, sqaalid. ' Seemdy, pleasing. 

• Clepedj called. * ^'ctt, pure. 



XVIII. 8. — ^A hony lady-bee.] This is difficult of explanation, 
unless we suppose that Spenser imagined that the working-bees wen 
females. 
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XXI. 
At that wide on6ce her tremblmg hart 
Was drawne forth, and in silver basm layd. 
Quite through transfixed with a deadly dart. 
And in her blood yet steembg iresh embayd.^ 
And those two Villeins (which her steps upstayd. 
When her weake feete could scarcely her sustaine, 
And bdiog vitall powies gan to &de,) 
Her fiirward still with torture did constrame, 

And evermore encreased her consuming paine. 
XXU. 
Tiest after her> the Winged God himselfe 
Came riding on a lion ravenous, 
Taught to obay the menage^ of that Elfe 
That man and beast with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdome tyrannous : 
His blindfold eies he bad awhile unbinde. 
That his proud spoile of that same dolorous 
Faire Dame he might behold in perfect kbde ; 

Which scene, he much reioyced m his cruell minde. 
XXIII. 
Of which fill prowd, himselfe uprearing bye 
He looked round about with steme disdayne, 
And did survay his goodly company ; 
And, marshalling the evill-ordered trayne, 

' Emhayd, bathed. * Menage, management. 



XXI. 7. — And fading, &c.] As ''fade** ocean in the same line 
it has been conjectured that Spenser wrote ■'failing** *"^p^4 of 
"fading." 

XXII. 7. — of that same dolorous 

Faire Dame."] i. e. Amorct, who was a prisoner in tho 
casUe. 
XXll. 8. — In perfect kinde.] With perfect distinctnen. 
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With that the darts which his right hand did straine 
Full dreadfully he shooke, that all did quake, 
And clapt on hye his coulourd winges twaine, 
That all his many ^ it affiaide did make : 

Tho,^ blinding him againe, his way he finth did take. 
XXIV. 
Behinde him was Repioch, Repentaunce, Shame ; 
Reproch the first, Shame next, Repent behinde : 
Repentaunce feeble, sorrowlull, and lame ; 
Repioch despightfiil, caielesse, and unkmde ; 
Shame most ill-fiivourd, bcstiall, and blinde: 
Shame lowrd, Repentaunce sighd, Reproch did scould; 
Reproch sharpe stings, Repentaunce whips entwinde, 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her hand did hold : 

AU three to each unlike, yet all made in one mould. 
• ^ XXV. 

And after them a rude confiised rout 
Of persons flockt, whose names is hard to read': 
Emongst them was steme Strife ; and Anger stout ; 
Unquiet Care ; and fond * Unthriftyhead ; 
Lewd Losse of Time ; and Sorrow seemmg dead ; 
Inconstant Chaunge ; and false Disloyalty ; 
Consumbg Riotise ; and guilty Dread 
Of heavenly Vengeaunce ; faint Infirmity ; 

Tile Poverty ; and, lastly, Death with in&my. 
XXVI. 
There were iiill many moe ^ like Maladies, 
Whose names and natures I note^ readen well; 
So many moe,^ as there be phantasies 
In wavering wemens witt, that none can tell, 

> Mamff comptay. « Fond^ fooUrii. 

* Tko, then. • Jlfet, more. 

>ltM4,teU. ' •AbCi.otanot 
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Or pomes m bye, or puiushments m heU: 
All which disguized maicht in masking-wise 
About the Chamber by the DamoEell ; 
And then returned, haymg marched thiise, 

Into the inner rowme fiom whence thejr first did rise.^ 
xxvn. 
So soone as they were in, the dore str»ghtwaj 
Fast locked, driven with that stoimy blast 
Which first it opened, and hare all away. 
Then the brave Maid, which al this while was plast 
In secret shade, and saw both first and last, 
Issewed forth and went unto the dore 
To enter in, but fownd it locked fast: 
It vaine she thought with rigorous uprore 

For to efibrce, when charmes had closed it afore, 
xxvm. 
Where force might not availe, their sleights and art 
She cast' to use, both fitt for hard emprize: 
Forthy ^ fiom that same rowme not to depart 
Till morrow next shee did herselfe avize,^ 
When that same Maske againe should forth arize. 
The morrowe next appeard with ioyous cheare, 
Calling men to their daily exercize : 
Then she, as morrow fi:esh, herselfe did reare 

Out of her secret stand that day for to outweare.^ 
XXIX. 
AU that day she outwore ^ in wandering 
And gazbg on that Chambers ornament, 

> JUie, proceed. « Henti^ft ««txc, determiiw. 

* Ctuiy purposed. • Outwmrt^ pan. 

* IM&y, therefore. * Ovtisore, puaed. 

XXV IX. o. ^— MOgorout icpfor0.j YigotooM euOTt. 
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TQl that againe the second Evening 

Her covered with her sable vestiment. 

Wherewith the worlds fiure beautie she hath Ueot^ : 

Then, when the second watch was almost past, 

That brasen dore flew open, and in went 

Bold Britomart, as she had late forecast,^ 
Nether of ydle showes nor of fidse chaimes aghast 

XXX. 

So soone as she was entred, rownd about 

She cast her ^es to see what was become 

Of all those persons which she saw without 

But lo ! they streight were vanisht all and some; 

Ne living wight she saw in all that roome. 

Save that same woeiull Lady ; both whose hands 

Were bounden fast, that did her ill become, 

And her small waste girt lownd with yron bands 
Unto a brasen pillour, by the which she stands. 
XXXI. 

And, her before, the vile Enchaunter sate, 

Fi^nng straunge characters of his art ; 

With living blood he those characters wrate,' 

Dicadfully dropping from her dying hart, 

Seemmg transfixed with a cruell dart ; 

And all perforce to make her him to love. 

Ah ! who can love the worker of her smart ! 

A thousand chairaes he formerly did prove ; 
fet dvxisand charmes could not her stedfast hart remove. 

• ffraU, wrote. 



X/IX. 6.— Seeoiul tnUdk.] The weond wnteh begin at niaa, ai 
^?6nd at twelve. 
XXIX. 7. ^ Braten dm'e.} In the thifd eUnia thie door is «iiaa.' 
XXX.4.— ^UmIjmm.] OnemdiJl. 



490 THE FA£BI£ qUEENE. E. III. 

XXXII. 
Soon as that A^rgin Knight be saw in place. 
His wicked bookes in hast he overthrew. 
Not caring his long labours to de&ce ; 
And, fiercely running to that Lady trew, 
A murdrous knife out of his pocket drew, 
The which he thought, for viUdnous despight, 
In her tormented bodie to embrew : 
But the stout Damzell to him leaping li^t 
His cursed hand withheld, and mustered his mi^it 

XXXIII. 
From her, to whom his fiiry first he ment,^ 
The wicked weapon rashly ^ he did wrest,' 
And, turning to herselfe his fell intent, 
Unwares it strooke mto her snowie chest. 
That Me drops empurpled her fiure bresL 
Exceeding wroth therewith the Virgin grew, 
Albe^ the wound were nothing deepe imprest, 
And fiercely forth her mortall blade she drew. 
To give him the reward for such vile outrage dew. 

XXXIV. 
So mightily she smote him, that to ground 
He fell halfe dead ; next stidce him should have dame, 
Had not the Lady, which by him stood bound, 
Demly ^ unto her caUed to abstaine 
From doing him to dy ; for else her paine 
Should be remedilesse ; sith ^ none but bee 

^ MeiU, directed. « Alhe, althongh. 

* /ZofA/y, quickly. * Dendy^ earnestly. 

* Wreatf turn aside. ' SUk^ ainoe. 



XXXII. 3.— AVtf canngf &c.] Not caring whether he deftoed hii 
long labora or not. 

XXXIII. 3. — To kerstlfe.'] To Britomart 
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Which wrought it could the same recure againe. 
Therewith she stayd her hand, loth stayd to bee ; 

For life she him env^de, and longed revenge to see: 
XXXV. 
And to him said ; " Thou wicked man, whose meed 
For so huge mischiefe and vile villanjr 
Is death, or if that ought doe death exceed ; 
Be sure that nought may save thee from to dy 
But if ^ that thou this Dame do pres^idy 
Restore unto her health and former state ; 
This doe, and live ; els dye undoubtedly/' 
He, glad of life, that lookt for death but late, 

Did yield himselfe right willing to prolong his date : 
XXXVI. 
And rising up gan streight to over-looke' 
Those cursed leaves, his channes back to revise : 
Full dreadfuU thinges out of that balefiill booke 
He red, and measur'd many a sad verse, 
That honour gan the Virgins hart to perse, 
And her faire locks up stared sdSe on end, 
Hearing him those same bloody lynes reherse ; 
And, aU the while he red, she did extend 

Her sword high over him, if ought he did offend. 
XXXVII. 
Anon she gan perceive the house to quake. 
And all the dores to ratde round about ; 
Yet all that did not her dismaied make. 
Nor slack her threatfull hand for daungers dout,' 
But still with stedfast eye and courage stout 
Abode, to weet ^ what end would come of all : 

^ But if, unless. ' Dout, fett. 

> Over-lookef look over. * Weel, lesm. 
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At last that mightie chame, which round about 
Her tender waste was wound, adowne gan fiJl, 

And that great biasen pillour broke m peeces smalL 
XXXVIIl. 
The cfuell Steele, wluch thiild ^ her dymg hait. 
Fell softly finth, as of his owne accord ; 
And the wyde wound, which lately did dispart* 
Her bleeding brest and riven boweb gor^d, 
Was closed up, as it had not beene sor'd ' ; 
And every part to safety fiiU sownd. 
As she were never hurt, was soone restord : 
Tbo,^ when she felt heiselfe to be unbownd 

And perfect hole, prostrate she fell unto the grownd ; 
XXXIX. 
Before &ire Britomart she fell prostrate. 
Saying ; " Ah ! noble Knight, what worthy meede 
Can wretched Lady, quitt from wofiiU state, 
Yield you m lieu of this your gracious deed? 
Your vertue selfe her owne reward shall breed, 
Even immortal prayse and glory wyde, 
Which I your vassall, by your prowesse freed, 
Shall through the worid make to be notifyde,^ 

And goodly well advaunce that goodly well was tiyde." 
XL. 
But Britomart, uprearing her from grownd, 
Said ; " Gentle Dame, reward enough I weene, 

> TbtZi, pieioed. « 71o,tlien. 

* DUpaH, divide. * JfO^yds, prodaimed. 

' Sor*d, made sore, hurt. 



XXXa. d.^AndgooHy wOL admunu^ &e.] And pnpeily oefe- 
Imte the qualities thai have been to well tried. 
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For many laboun more than I have fiiimd, 
This, that m safetie now I have yoa aeene^ 
And meane^ of your delivenince have beeoe: 
Hencefinth, fiure Lady, comfivt to you take, 
And put away remembrance of late teeoe^ ; 
Listed thereof, know that your bving Make' 

Hath no lesse griefe endured 6x jrour gentle sake." 
XU. 
She much was cheard to hear him mentiond, 
Whom of all living wightes she loved best. 
Then laid the noble ChampioDesse strong bond 
Upon th' Enchaunter which had her distrest 
So soie, and with fixile outrages opprest: 
With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygoe 
He bound that pitteous Lady prisoner now relest, 
Himselfe she bound, more worthy to be so. 

And captive with her led to wretchednesse and wo. 
XUl. 
Retumbg back, those goodly rowmes, which ecst^ 
She saw so rich and royally arayd, 
Now vanisht utterly and cleane subverst 
She fixmd, and all thdr glory quite decayd ; 
That sight of such a chaunge her much dismayd. 
Thence finth descending to that peilous^ porch, 
Those dreadM flam» she also hand delayd* 



1 JtfMMy meutf, or insCmment. * Erttf before. 

* Teme, tORow. * PtHmu, periloiM. 

' MtJu, eompuiion, or lorer. * XMsytf , remored. 



XIJ. 7. — Latiif yrimmtr,'] << Prisoner "inappoMdbjKmie of Spen- 
■er't editon to have crept in bj Mcident or miitike of the ] 
the Ime, u it now reeds, has twelve sjDsbles. 
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And queoched quite like a oonsumed tixchi 
That erst^ all entrera wont so cnidly to soovch. 
XUII. 
More eaae issew now then' entrance late 
She fixind ; {at now that feined-dreadfidl ' Bame, 
Which chdct the poich of that enchaimted gate 
And passage bard to all that thither came. 
Was vanisbt quite, as it were not the same, 
And gave her leave at pleasure ibrth to passe. 
Th' Enchaunter selfe, which all that fraud did 

frame 
To have efhrsi the love of that faire Lasse, 
Seemg his woike now wasted, deepe engiieved was. 
XLIV. 
But when the Victoresse arrived there 
Where late she left the pensife Scudamore 
With her own trusty Squire, both fiill of feare. 
Neither of them she found where she them lore*: 
Thereat her noble hart was stonisht sore ; 
But most faire Amoret, whose gende spright 
Now gan to feede on hope, which she befiire 
Conceived had, to see her own deaie Knight, 
Being thereof beguyld, was fild with new afBigfat 
XLV. 
But he, sad man, when he had long m drede 
Awayted there for Britomarts retume. 
Yet saw her not, nor signe of her good speed, 
His expectation to despaire did tume. 
Misdeeming ^ sure that her those flames did bume ; 
And therefore gan advize with her old Squire, 

^ £rj(, before. * 71bm,than. * FiKfiaii-iiraa4/Wa, appanntly dmdfii]. 
^ Lm^ left * MMummg^ judging wiongly. 
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Who her deaie nounlmgs losse no lease did momne^ 
Thence to depart fin* fiirther aide f enquire: 
When let them wend^ at wfll, wlulest here I doe 

1 Wmd,giK 



When Spenser printed lus £nt three books of the Fberie Qneene, 
the two lovers, Sir Scndamore and Amoret, have a hwppy meeting; 
hat afterwards, when he printed the fourth, fifth, and sixth books, he 
reprinted likewise the three first books ; and, among other alterations 
of the lesser kind, he left oat the fiye last stanzas, and made three new 
stanzas, yiz. More easie issew luno, &c. By these alterations this third 
book not only connects better with the fourth, but the reader is kept 
in that suspense which is necessary in a well-told story. The stanzas 
which are mentioned above, as omitted in the second edition, and 
printed in the first, are the IbUowing : — 

XLin. 
At last she came anto the place, where late 
She left Sir Scudamonr in great distresse, 
Twixt dolour and despight half desperate, 
Of bis loues succour, of his owne redresse, 
And of the bardie ^ Britomarts successe: 
There on the cold earth him now thrown she fbond, 
In wilful anguish, and dead heavinesse, 
And to him cald ; whose voices knowen sound 
Soone as he heard, himself be reared light from ground. 
XLIV. 
There did he see, that most on Earth him ioyd, 
His dearest loue, the comfort of his dayes, 
Whose too long absence him had sore annoyd, 
And wearied his life with dull delayee : 
Straight he upstarted from the loathed layee,* 
And to her ran with hasty eagemesse, 
like as a deaie, that greedily embayes ' 

1 /iorditf, bold. • jLaye*,lea,groaiid. * JBnteycff, bethsi. 

36» 
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In tbo cool soOOy after long thiwtineMOi 

Which he m chace endmeth hath, now nigh hiea tM ewe. 
XLV. 
Lightly he clipt' her twixt his annSa twaine^ 
And Btreightly * did embiace her body bright. 
Her body, late the pnaon of sad paine^ 
Now the sweet lodge of loue and dear delight: 
Bat the iaire lady, overcoimnen quight 
Of huge affection, did in pleasure melt. 
And in sweet ravishment ponrd out her sprigfaL 
No word they spake, nor earthly thing they felt, 

Bnt like two senceless stocks in long embracements dwelt 
XLVL 
Had ye them seene, ye would have surely thought 
That they had been that faire hermaphrodite. 
Which that rich Roman of white marble wrought, 
And in his costly bath caused to be site.' 
So seemd those two, as growne together quite ; 
That Britomait, halfe ennying their blesse, 
Was much empassiond in her gentle sprite, 
And to her selfe oft wisht like happinesse: 

In vaine she wisht, that fate n'ould* let her yet poascsse. 
XLvn. 
Thus doe those loners with sweet counteruayle,* 
Each other of loues bitter frait despoile. 
But now my teme begins to &int and fayle, 
All woxen weary of their ioumall' toyle; 
Therefore I will their sweatie yokes assoyle' 
At this same ftirrowes end, till a new day : 
And ye, fair swayns, after your long turmoyle, 
Now cease your worke, and at your {deasure play; 

Now cease your work ; to-monow is an holy day. 



' Clqd, embraeed. * CovnUnuttfU, ewaOerwwSi, 

• Strd^ghtfy, doMly. • Iminutll, daily. 

* Sire, placed. ' AssoyUf loown, releaae. 
4 N*omU, would not 



ZLV1.4.— CMHyAofft.] Thtf atatoe waafoondb tbebathioriNoclaliaB. 



THE FOURTH BOOKE 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 

COHTATmirO 

THK LSOXIID or CAMBEL AND TRIAMOHD, OR 
FRIENDSHIP. 



X HE nigged fiirfaead, that with grave foreaght 
Welds ^ kbgdomes causes and afiiies of state, 
My looser rimes, I wote,' doth sharply wite' 
For praising love as I have done of late, 
And magnifying lovers deare debate ; 
By which fraile youth is oft to follie led, 
Through &lse allurement of that pleasing baite, 
That better were in vertues discipled,^ 
Then ^ with vaine poemes weeds to have their fimdes fed. 

n. 

Such ones ill iudge of love, that cannot love, 
Ne in their frosen hearts feele kmdly flame : 

> Wdds, wields. « Wete, know. > IFSto, bluiM. 

4 DiadpUAy disciplined. * Tlkcn, than. 



1. 1.— Tibs rmggtd farkmd.'\ The lord treunrer Bnrieigh ii i 
poeed to be *' the nigged forhead ** here mentioned. 
I. 9. — WeadM.'\ Here used for something noxioos or nseless. 
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F<xthy ^ thejr ought not thing unknowne leprovei 

Ne naturall a£kction fiiultlesse blame 

For fiuilt of few that have abusd the same: 

For it of honor and all yertue is 

The roote, and brings forth glmous fiowres of fiune, 

That crowne true lovers with immortall blis. 

The meed of them that love, and do not live amisse. 

III. 
Which whoso list looke backe to fonner ages. 
And call to count the things that then were donne, 
Shall find that all the woikes of those wise sages, 
And brave exploits which great heroes wonne, 
In love were either ended (x begunne : 
Witnesse the Father of Philosophie, 
Which to his Critias, shaded oft fiom sunne. 
Of love fiiU manie lessons did apply, 

The which these Stoicke censours cannot well deny. 

IV. 
To such therefore I do not sing at all ; 
But to that sacred Saint my sov^aigne Queene, 
In whose chast brest all bountie ^ naturall 
And treasures of true love enlocked ^ beaie, 
Bove all her sexe that ever yet was scene ; 
To her I sing of love, that loveth best, 
And best is lov'd of all alive I weene ; 
To her this song most fitly is addrest, [blest. 

The Queene of love, and Prince of peace fiom heaven 

V. 
Which that she may the better deigne to heare, 

> Fortkyf therefore. > BaunUe, generonly. 

' £ii2odkei<, eneloeed, contained. 



m. 6,—Faikar of PAi2oiopAt«.] Socntas. 
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Do thou, died Infimt, Venus deariing dove, 
From her high spirit chase imperious feaie, 
And use of awiiill maiestie remove: 
Insted thereof with drops of meltbg love, 
Deawd with ambrosiall kisses, by thee gotten 
From thy sweete-smyling Mother from above, 
Sprinckle her heart, and haughtie courage soften, 
That she may heaike to love, and reade this lesson often. 

V. 3. — Impmoiif /mnv.] " Feare " here meaxui that which inspiiei 
few in othen. 

y. 6. — With drops of wuUing Ume, Sui.l Thie langnage hae an odd 
•ovnd when we lecoDeet that Queen Eliiabethf when thia portion of 
the poem waa pnUiahed, waa orer aixly yeara old. 
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CANTO I. 

Fajre Britomart saves Amoret: 

Duessa discord breedes 
Twixt Scudamour and Blandamonr : 

Their fight and warlike deedes. 

I. 
Or loTers sad calamities of old 
Full many piteous stories doe remaine. 
But none more piteous ever was ytold 
Then ^ that of Amorets hart-binding chame, 
And this of Florimels unworthie paine : 
The deare compassion of whose bitter fit' 
My sofined heart so sorely doth constraine, 
That I with teares full oft doe pittie it, 
And oftentimes doe wish it never had bene writ* 
II. 
For, from the dme that Scudamour her bought' 
In perilous fight, she never ioyed day ; 
A perilous fight ! when he with fotce her brought 
From twentie Knights that did him all assay ^; 
Tet fturely well he did them all dismay/ 
And with great glorie both the Shield of Love 
And eke the Ladie selfe he brought away ; 

> Thm^ than. ■ F% affliction. ' Bamgki, won. 

* Assay f anail. * Dismay^ sabdoe. 



II. 3. — A perilous fight."] Of the manner in which Scndamore 
Amoret, we are infoimed hereafter, in the tenth canto of this book. 
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Whom havmg wedded, as did him bdiove, 
A new miknoweD mischiefe did fiom him remove. 

III. 
For that same vile Eochauntour Busyran, 
The very selfe same day that she was wedded, 
Amidst the bridale feast, whitest every man 
Surchaig'd ^ with wbe were heedlesse and ill-hedded,* 
AQ bent to mirth before the Bride was bedded, 
Brought in that Mask of Love which kte was showen ; 
And diere the Ladie ill of friends bestedded,' 
By way of sport, as oft in Maskes is knowen, 
Conveyed quite away to livmg wight unknowen. 

IV. 
Seven moneths he so her kept in bitter smart, 
Because his sinful! lust she would not serve, 
Untill such time as noble Britomart 
Released her, that else was like to sterve^ 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did kerve^: 
And now she is with her upon die way 
Marching in lovely wise, that could deserve 
No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay 
To blot her widi dishonor of so fiiire a pray. 

V. 
Tet should it be a pleasant tale, to teU 
The diverse usage, and demeanure daint,® 

> SMTcktrg^df OTerburdened. < Starve^ sUnre, die. 

* M-keddedf dtitnrbed in hetd. * Kerv€f carve, pierce. 

' BetUddedf attended. • JP e wea mire dainty delicate eondnet 

III. 6. — Which IttU woM showen,^ In the lart canto of the tfand 



IV. 9. — 7b UoC htr, &c.] 'To impute to her a dishonorable con- 
nection with her fair charge.' Britomart, it will be remembered, was 
■uppoeed to be a man. 
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That each to other made, as oft befell : 
For Amoret right fearefiill was and fidnt 
Lest she with blame her honor should attaint, 
That everie word did tremble as she spake, 
And everie looke was coy and wondrous quaint,^ 
And everie limbe that touched her did quake ; 

Tet could she not but curteous countenance to her make. 

VI. 
For well she wist,^ as true it was mdeed, 
That her live's lord and patrone of her health 
Right well deserved, as his duefiill meed. 
Her love, her service, and her utmost wealth : 
All is his iustly that all freely deal'th.^ 
Nathlesse her honor dearer then ^ her life 
She sought to save, as thing reserv'd from stealth ; 
Die had she lever ^ with Enchanters knife 

Then^ to be false in love, profest a vir^e wife. 

VII. 
Thereto^ her feare was made so much the greater 
Through fine abusion "^ of that Briton Mayd ; 
Who, for to hide her fsdned sex the better 
And maske her wounded mmd, both did and sayd 
FuU many things so doubtfiiU to be wayd,^ 

> Q^aint, nice, coy. ' Lever, rather. 

* IFuf, knew. * Thereto, besides. 

3 DeaVthf bestoweth. ^ Fine o^itfion, cunning fraud. 

* J%en, than. * Wayd, weighed, underatood. 



V. 9. — Curteous eauntenanee to her make.] Behaye to her in a 
conrteous manner. 

VI. 2. — Live*s lord.] Rescaer from death. 

VI. 2. ~- Patrone of her health.] Person to whom her welfare and 
happiness were owing. 

VII. 4. •— Wounded mind.] Wounded ; that is, with love for Arthe- 
gaU. 
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That well she wist^ not what hj them to gesse: 
For otherwhiles to her she purpos ' made 
Of love, and otherwhiles of lustfulnesse, 

That much she feard his mind would grow to some excesse. 

VIII. 
His will she feard ; for him she surely thought 
To be a man, such as indeed he seemed ; 
And much the more, by that he lately wrought. 
When her fiom deadly thraldome he redeemed. 
For which no service she too much esteemed : 
Tet dread of shame and doubt ^ of fowle dishonor 
Made her not yeeld so much as due shee deemed. 
Tet Britomart attended duly on her, 

As well became a Knight, and did to her all honor. 

IX. 
It so befell one evenmg that they came 
Unto a Castell, lodged there to bee. 
Where many a Knight, and many a lovely DunOy 
Was then assembled deeds of armes to see : 
Amongst all which was none more fture then ^ sheOi 
That many of them mov'd to eye her sore. 
The custome of that place was such, that hee, 
Which had no Love nor Lemman there b store, 

Should rither winne him one, or lye without the dora. 

X. 
Amongst the rest there was a iolly Knight, 
Who, bang asked ibr his love, avoVd 
That fairest Amoret was his by right. 
And offied that to iustifie alowd. 
Tlie warlike Virgine, seeing his so prowd 
And boastfiill chalenge, wexed inlle wroth, 

1 mHf knew. * Dmdt^ ftar. 

* Pkf^pof, oonTenation. * Tkm^ than. 
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But for the present did her anger shrowd ; 
And saydy her Love to lose she was full loth. 

But dther he should nather of them have, or both. 

XI. 
So foorth they went, and both together giusted^; 
But that same younker ^ soone was overthrowne. 
And made repent that he had rashly lusted 
For thing unlawiiill that was not his owne : 
Yet since he seemed valiant, though unknowne, 
She, that no lesse was courteous then ^ stout,^ 
Cast how to salve, that both the custome showne^ 
Were kept, and yet that Knight not locked out ; 

That seem'd fiill hard t' accord two thmgs so &r in douL 

xn. 
The seneschall was cal'd to deeme ® the right ; 
Whom she required, that first iayre Amoret 
Might be to her allow'd, as to a Knight 
That did her win and fi-ee fit>m chalenge set : 
Which straight to her was yeelded widiout let "^ : 
Then, smce that strange Knights Love from him was 

quitted,® 
She claim'd that to herselfe, as Ladies det' 
He as a iCnight might iusdy be admitted ; 

So none should be out shut, sith ^^ all of Loves were fitted.^ 

' Giusted, jouflted, nn a coune * Deenu, judge. 

with spean. ' Let, hindemioe. 

■ FoimArcr, youth. " Quitted, taken. 

* Tken, than. * Det, debt 

* Stout, bnve. >* Siikf aince. 

* Showne, proclaimed. ** Fitted of, aappUed with. 



XI. 7. — Cast how to salve.] Cast in her mind how to contriTe. 

XI. 9. — So far in dout.} So difficult 

XII. l.--SenesehaU.] The household steward, or master of the 
ceremonies. 
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XIII. 

With that, her glistring helmet she unlaced ; 
Which doft,^ her golden lockes, that were upbound 
Still m a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a silken veile in compasse round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Like as the shinmg skie in summers night, 
What time the dayes with scorching heat aboimdi 
Is creasted ' all with lines of fine light, 

That it prodigbus seemes in common peoples sight* 

XIV. 
Such when those Knights and Ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with amazement smit, 
And eveiy one gan grow in secret dout 
Of this and that, according to each wit : 
Some thought that some enchantment bygned it; 
Some, that Bellona m that wariike wise 
To them appeared, with shield and armour fit ; 
Some, that it was a maske of strange disguise : 

So diversely each one did sundrie doubts devise. 

XV. 
But that young Knight, whk^h through her gentle deed 
Was to that goodly fellowship restor'd, 
Ten thousand thankes did yedd her for her meed, 
And, doubly overcommen, her ador'd : 
So did they all th^ fonner strife accord ' ; 
And eke fayre Amoret, now fi:eed fiom feare, 
More fiimke afiection did to her aflbrd ; 

s i>^, taken off. ■ Creatted, crested, tufted. * Accord^ oompoM. 



XIII. 8.— Wiik Unu qf firu Ugkt,} This is a description of ibk 
Aurora Borealis. 

XV. 4. — Doubly overeommem.] Orercome by her valor and hm 
generosity. 
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And to her bed, which she was wont foibeaie, 
Now freely diew> aad foind right safe ftssufailce ibeite: 

XVI. 
Where all that night they of their loves did treat,^ 
And hard adventures, twixt themselves alone, 
That each the other gan with passion great 
And griefiill ^ pittie privately bemone. 
The mbhow next, so soone as Titan shone, 
They both uprose and to their waies them dight': 
Long wdndred they, yet never met with none 
That to their willes could them direct aright, 
Or to them tjrdings tell that mote their harts delight. 

xvn. 
Lo thus they rodi3, till at the last they spide 
Two armed Knights Uiat toward them did pace. 
And ech df them had rydmg by hb side 
A Ladie, seeming b so fiurre a space ; 
But Ladi^ none they were, albee^ in fiice 
And outwiahi shew faue semblance they did be^re ; 
For under maske of beautie and good -grace 
Vile treason and fowle falshood hidden wexe. 
That mote to none but to the warie wise appeare* 
xvra. 
The 6M bf them the false Duessa hight,^ 



' TVeai, discourse. * ^ZSee, althougli. 

s GriefiJJL, ^f-ftdl. • HiglU, c^led. 

* Digldj prejpBred. 



iYt. 't. — i%ar wauM them digkt.'\ Piep^zed themselTM for ttfeif 
journey. 

xvn. A.^Stendn^ in so farH a apdee.'] AppeHAng to be it w 
great a distance. 

^ Vin. 1. — DicesM.] Dnessa appears from the eighth canto of tha 
first book. 
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That now had chaDg'd her former wonted hew; 
For she could d'cHi ^ so manie shapes in sight, 
As ever cpuld cameleoa colours new ; 
So could she forge all colours, save the trew : 
The olher no whit better w^s then ^ shee, 
But that, such as she was, she plaipe did shew ; 
Tet otherwise much worae, if worse might bee, 

And dayly more offensive unto each degree: 
XIX. 
Her aame was Ate, mother of debate^ 
And all dissention which doth dayly grow 
Amongst fraile men, that many a publike state 
And many a private oft doth overthrow. 
Her false Duessa, who iiill well did know 
To be most fit to trouble noble Knights 
Which hunt for honor, raised fiom below 
Out of the dwellings of the damned sprights, 

Where she in darknes wastes her cursed daies and nights. 
XX. 
Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is > 
There, whereas all the plagues and haimes abound 
Which punish wicked men that walke amisse : 
It is a darksome delve ^ farre under ground, 
With thomes and barren brakes environd rouody 
That none the same may easily out win ^ ; 
Tet many waies to enter may be found, 
But none to issue forth when one is in : 

For discord harder is to end then^ to begm. 

> D'm, 40 on, put on. * I%m, tlwn. ' D^b^U, gtrift. 
^ Ddo^f eaye. * (hU wm, get out 



XVIII. 9. — Unto each degree.] To every condition ; to pexeone .of 
•n torts. 
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XXI. 

And all within, the riven walls were hung 
With ragged monuments of times fcxepast,^ 
All which the sad effects of discord sung : 
There were rent robes and bndcen scepters plast ' ; 
Altars defyld, and holy things defast ; 
Disshivered speares and shields ytome in twme ; 
Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast ' ; 
Nations captived, and huge armies slaine : 

Of all which mines there some relicks did remame. 
XXII. 
There was the signe ^ of antique Babylon ; 
Of fatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigned long ; 
Of sacred Salem ; and sad Uion, 
For memorie of which on high there hong 
The Crolden Apple, cause of all their wrong, 
For which the three faire goddesses did strive : 
There also was the name of Nimrod strong ; 
Of Alexander, and his princes five 

Which shar'd to them the spoiles that he had got alive: 
xxni. 
And there the relicks of the drunken firay, 
The which amongst the Lapithees befell ; 
And of the bloodie feast, which sent away 
So many Centaures diunken soules to hell, 

> Forepastf gone by. ' Rastf razed. 

' Plastf placed. ^ Stgne, picture, representation. 



XXII. 8. — His princes five."] These five princes, accordin|f to Upton, 
were Canander, Lysimachua, Ptolemy, Seleucua, and Antigonns. 

XXIII. 3.— Of ike Uooditfeast.l A quarrel between the Centann 
and Lapith» arose at the wedding of one of the latter ; Pirithooa and 
many of the Centaun were slain. Hercules was one of the JLap- 
hhe. 
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That under great Alcides fiirie fell: 
And of the dreadfull discord, which did drive 
The noble Argonauts to outrage fell. 
That each of life sought others to deprive, 

All nundlesse of the Golden Fleece, which made them strive. 
XXIV. 
And eke of private persons many moe,^ 
That were too long a worke to count them all ; 
Some, of swome friends that did their &ith forgoe ; 
Some, of borne bretliren prov'd unnaturall ; 
Some, of deare lovers foes perpetuall : 
Witnesse their broken bandes there to be scene, 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres^ despoyled all ; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene,^ 

As plame as at the first when they were iresh and greene. 
XXV. 
Such was her House witliin ; but all without, 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes, 
Which she herselfe had sowen all about, 
Now growen great, at first of litde seedes. 
The seedes of evill wordes and factious deedes ; 
Which, .when to ripenesse due they growen arre, 
Bring forth an infinite increase that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious iarre,^ 

The which most often end m bloudshed and in warre. 
XXVI. 
And those same cursed seedes doe also serve 
To her for bread, and yeeld her living food : 
For life it k to her, when others slerve * 

> Mo€y more. « lotrty jar. 

* BowreSf clumbers, dwelling!. * SUrve, iterre, die, 

* Bifdmg beentf ue remaining. 
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Through mischievous debate^ and deadly feood,* 
That she may sucke their life and drinke their blood, 
With which she from her childhood had hene fed: 
For she at fibrst was borne of hellish brood. 
And by infemall Furies nourished ; 

That by her monstrous shape might easily be red.' 
XXVII. 
Her face most fowle and filthy was to see, 
With squinted eyes contrarie wayes intended,^ 
And loathly ^ mouth, unmeete a mouth to bee, 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended,^ 
And wicked wordes that Grod and man offended : 
Her lying tongue was in two parts divided, 
And both the parts did speake, and both contended ; 
And as her tongue so was her hart discided,^ 

That never thoght one thmg, but doubly stil was guided. 
XXVIII. 
Als ^ as she double spake, so heard she double. 
With matchlesse ^ eares def(Htned and distort, 
Fild with false nmiors and seditious trouble. 
Bred in assemblies of the vulgar sort, 
That still are led with every light report 
And as her eares, so eke her feet were odde, 
And much unlike ; th' one long, the other short. 
And both misplast ^^ : that, when th' one forward yode,^ 

The other backe retired and contrarie trode. 
XXIX. 
likewise unequall were her handes twaine ; 

> DebaU, strife. ? Ditdded, cleft in two. 

s Feood, fead. « ^U, also. 

' Red^ perceived. * MaieUessBj not matched. 

^ Intmded^ directed. >* MispUut^ misplaced. 

* LoQikUf, loathsome. " Yode^ went. 

* GM^reAsnied, contained. 
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That one did reach^ the other pushs -away; 
That ooe did pi^; the other mard againe. 
And soa^tfiisAi^'g all things unto decay ; 
Wheieb^:^ieat jiches gathered manie a day. 
She. in short space did often bring to nought, 
And thdE possessours often did dismay ^ : 
For all heir studie was and all her thought 

How she migfat oyerthrow the thing? that Coocord wrought. 
XXX. 
So much her malice did her might surpas. 
That even th' Almightie selfe she did maligne, 
Because to man so mercifull he was, 
And unto aU hs creatures so benigne, . 
Sith' she herselfe was of hb grace indigtid': 
For all this worids faire workmanship she tride 
Unto his last coniiision to bring, 
And that great golden chaine quite to divide. 

With which it blessed Concord hath together tide. 



.«; '.y XXXI. 



.. . &ol\' waa^jthat Hag, which with Duessa roade ; 
. ' '; J^di sen^V her in her malitioos use ^ 
9v '. . 1(*o bun ^oc)d. Knights, was, as it were, her baude 
To sell*]|arl)6jlil^$l beautie to abuse : 
For thopgji^fike^ wither^ tree that wanteth iujfce. 
She old ai\cf .croolced were, .yet now of late 
As fie$fr and fragrant as the floure-deluce^ 
She wks' become, by chaunge of her estate. 
And made^l goodly ioyance to her new-feund mate: 

•^^ •..'• ' ]' : ;.... XXXII. 

. '^er iifate,f he was a iollie^ youthiiill Knight 
' -* .. •. 'j' *'*• .* 

^./'-D^wyi^^H^'*'. ■• SUktnnce. » /iii^iu, unworthy. 
ViZ|«; habf^ jcuaiiairt. -* .* Floure-deiuee^ the iris, (JUmr de Us, lY.) 
^ * /fate, coimMuiion. ^ JoUie, handsome. 
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That bore great sway m aimes and chiyalne. 
And was mdeed a man of mickle ^ mi^t ; 
His name was Blandanuxir, that did 'descrie' 
His fickle mind fiill of bconstancie : 
And now himselfe he fitted had right weQ 
With two companions of like qualitie, 
Faithlesse Duessa, and lalse Paridell, 
That whether were more false, full hard it is to telL 

XXXIII. 
Now when this gallant with his goodly crew 
From fane espide the femous Britomart, 
Like iCnight adventurous in outward vew. 
With his faire paragon,^ his conquests part, 
Apprcx^hing nigh ; eftsoones ^ his wanton hait 
Was tickled with delight, and iesting sayd ; 
'^ Lo ! there, Sir Paridel, (or your desart, 
Grood lucke presents you with yond ^ lovely Mayd, 
For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd." 

XXXIV. 
By that the lovely paire drew nigh to hond : 
Whom whenas Paridel more plaine beheld, • 
Albee ® in heart he like afiecdon finid,^ 

) MiekUf mnch. * Yon^, yoihaer. 

' DeserUy diBCOTer. * Albee^ alth«a^h. 

' Paragtm, coixi|»anion. ^ Fond^ fband^ felt 
* EfUooneSy immediately. 



XXXII. 4. — BUmdamour.'] Thii name means a fattenrng lower, 
Upton conjectures that he represents the Earl of Nonthomberland, 
who was associated with the Earl of Westmoreland ^w^o.lccdrdin; 
to the same aathoritj, is the prototype of Paridel]^ in a rebellion 
against Queen Elizabeth. 

XXXIII. e.— Good lueke, Ac.] <Good luck prAenta yon .with 
yonder loTely maid, in pity upon you, because ydU want a companion 
to aid you.' • 
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Tet nundfiill how he late by one was feld ^ 

That did those amies and that same scutchkm ^ weld,' 

He had small lust ^ to buy his Love so deare. 

But answered ; '^ Sir, him wise I never held, 

That, having once escaped perill neare. 

Would afterwards afresh the sleeping evill reare.' 
XXXV. 
" This Sjiight too late his manhood and his might 
I did assay, that me right dearely cost ; 
Ne list I fin- revenge provoke new 6ght, 
Ne for light Ladies Love, that soone is lost." 
The hot-spurre youth so scorning to be crost, 
" Take then to you this Dame of mine," quoth hee, 
" And I, without your perill or your cost, 
Will chalenge ^ yond same other for my fee." ^ 

So forth he fiercely prickt, that one him scarce could see. 
XXXVI. 
The warlike Biitonesse her soone addrest. 
And with such uncouth ^ welcome did receave 
Her fayned paramour, her forced guest, 
That, being forst hb saddle soone to leave, 

> iVU, thrown down. * Reora, rouie. 

* Seutckionf device on the shield. * ChaUngef ckim. 
« Wdd, wield, bear. ' Fm, property. 

* Luttf desire. ■ UnanUkf ngly. 



XXXIV. 5. — Same seuiekion,^ See book III. canto I. stanza IV. 

XXXV. 5.— ma hot'Sjmrre youth.] Blandamonr. This epithet is 
one of the xeasons which leads Upton to think that the Earl of North- 
Qmberlai\|l is meant by Blandamonr, Hotspur being the name (pyen to 
young Percy in the reign of Henry IV., as every reader of Shakspeare 
knows. 

XXXVI. 3. — Her fayned paramour, Ac.] < Her (that is Amoret's) 
feigned lover, or who would feign be her lover, and who would finoe 
himself upon her as her guest or companion.* 
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Himsdfe he did of Us new Lore daeeaye^ ; 
And made himselfe th' eosainpie of Ue fisllis. 
Which dooe, she passed fimh, not taking leara, 
And left lum now as aad as whik»ne^ bllie. 

Well warned to faewaie with whom he dai'd to daDie.* 
XXXVU. 
Which whoi his other com{Muiie beheld^ 
They to his succour ran with readie ayd ; 
And, finding him uoaUe once to weld, 
They reared him on hor8e4Mid£e and upstayd. 
Till on hb way diey had him forth convayd : 
And all the way, with wondious griefe of mynd 
And shame, he shewd fauuseUe to he dismayd* 
More fixr the Love which he had left behynd. 

Then ^ that which he bad to Sir Pariddl resynd* 
XXXVIII. 
Nathlesse he forth did march, well as he mi^t. 
And made good semblance^ to his oompanie, 
DissemUtng his disease and erill plight ; 
TVIl that ere long they chaunced to espie 
Two other Knights, that towards them did ply '' 
With speedie course, as bent to charge them new : 
Whom whenas Blandamour approching nie 
Peiceiv'd to be such as they seemd in vew, 

He was full wo,® and gan his fonner griefe renew* 
XXXIX. 
For th' one of them he perfecdy descride 

^ Deeeme, came to fiul. * 7%my than. 

' WhSUmu, formerljT. * SemMoiice, seemli^ 

* DaUUf daOjy trifle. ' P/y, more, come. 



4 



Dismaydf grie?ed. ' Wo, lad. 



XXXVn. 8.^ Once t» wdd.] Immediately to wield, or 
himielf. 
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To be Sir ScudanKMi^, (bjr that he bcM 
The god of Love with wings displayed wide,) 
Whom mortally he hated evehnot«> 
Both for his wotth, that all men did adorei 
And eke because his Love he wonne by right : 
Which when he thought, it grieved him fiill soiey 
That, through the bruses of his former fight^ 

He now unable was to wreake his own despight 

XL. 
Forthy ^ he thus to Paridell bespake ; 
'^ Faire Sir, of friendship let me now you pray, 
That ad I late adventured for your sake. 
The hurts whereof me now from battell stay, 
Te will me now with like good tume repay, 
And iustifie my cause on yonder Knight." 
« Ah ! Sir," said Paridell, " do not dismay « 
Yourselfe for this ; myselfe will ht you Bght, 

As ye have done for me : The left hand rubs the right'* 
XU. 
With that he put hb spurres unto his steed, 
With speare in rest, and toward him did fare, 
Like shaft out of a bow preventing ' speed. 
But Scudamour was shortly well aware 
Of his approch, and gan himselfe prepare 

> fbftAf , theteibre. ' X>u«i«y, diaquiet 

' FrtvmUmg^ ooming before, ■axpening. 



XXXIX. ^.^Tke god of Love.] See book III. canto XI. itaim 
VII. The name of Scudamare comes from the Italian Seudo d'AmorOf 
(shieM of love.) Todd ttatea that there was a fbmily of that name 
which had the armorial bearing! described in the text, and llMn which 
thej derived their name. 

XL. 9.'Tlk« b^ kmmd mkt ike right.] A pMveiMal etpteMion 
•qnivalent to " One good torn deterres another." 

VOL. II. 88 
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Him to receiTe with entertabmeat meete. 
So fiiriously they met, that dther bare 
The other downe under their horses feete, 

That what of them became themselves did scaislj weela^ 

XLII. 
As when two biUowes in the Irish sowndes, 
Forcibly driven with contrarie tydes, 
Do meete together, each abacke rebowndes 
With roaring rage ; and dashing on all ades, 
That filleth all the sea with fome, divydes 
The doubtfuU current mto divers wayes : 
So fell those two in spight of both th^ prydes ; 
But Scudamour himselfe did soone uprayse, 

And, mounting light, his foe for lymg long upbrayes': 
XLIII. 
Who, rolled on an heape, lay still m swound 
All carelesse of his taunt and bitter rayle' ; 
Till that the rest him seeing lie on ground 
Ran hastily, to weete ^ what did liim ayle : 
Where finding that the breath gan him to fiiyle, 
With busie care they strove him to awake. 
And doft^ his helmet, and undid his mayle: 
So much they did, that at the last they brake 

His slomber, yet so mazed ^ that he nothmg spake. 
XLIV. 
Which whenas Blandamour beheld, he sayd ; 
'^ False fidtour ' Scudamour, that hast by slight^ 
And fiMile advantage this good Knight dismayd,^ 

^ IVuUy know. * Maxedf amaxed, confounded. 

' UpkrayeSf upbraids. ' Faiiour, Tillain. 

* RayU, railing. ' Slight, ileight 

« Dqft^ took off. * Dismayd, anbdned. 
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A Knight much better than thyselfe behight,^ 
Well falles it thee that I am not m plight 
This day, to wreake the dammage by thee donna ! 
Such is thy wont, that still when any Knight 
Is weakned, then thou doest him overronne ' : 

So hast thou to thyselfe &lse honour often wonne.'* 
XLV. 
He little answer'd, but m manly hart 
His mightie indignation did foibeare ; 
Which was not yet so secret, but some part 
Thereof did in his fiouning &ce appeare : 
like as a gloomie cloud, the which doth beare 
An hideous storme, is by the northeme blast 
Quite overblowne, yet doth not passe so cleare 
But that it all the skie doth overcast 

With daiknes dred, and threatens all the wodd to wast.' 
XL VI. 
" Ah ! gentle Knight," then false Duessa sayd, 
" Why do ye strive for Ladies love so sore. 
Whose chiefe desire is love and friendly aid 
Mongst gentle Knights to nourish evermore ! 
Ne be ye wroth, Sir Scudamour, therefore, 
That she your Love list love another Knight, 
Ne do younelfe dislike a whit the more ; 
For love is free, and led with selfe-delight, 

Ne will enforced be with mabterdome ^ or might." 

1 Bdught, called, esteemed. > Wast, waste, desolate. 

* Overronnej trample upon, subdue. « Maisterdome, supenoritf . 



XLI V. 5. — WdlfaUta it thee.] It is well for jou. 
XLVI. 1.— j9A/ genOe Ktught, dec.] This is addressed to 
moor. 
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XLvn. 
So false Dueasa: but vfle Ate thus ; 
** Both foolish Knights, I can but laugh at both. 
That strive and stonne with stine outrageous 
For her, that each of you alike doth loth, 
And loTes another, with whom now she go'th 
In lovely wise, and sleepes, and sports, and playes ; 
Whilest both you here with many a cursed oth 
Sweare she is yours, and stirre up bloudie firayes, 

To win a willow bough, whilest other weares the bayes.^ 
XLvm. 
" Vile Hag," sayd Scudamour, " why dost thou lye, 
And falsly seekst a virtuous wight to shame ? " 
^< Fond ^ Knight," sayd she, <' the thing that with this eye 
I saw, why should I doubt to tell the same ? " 
''Then tell," quoth Blandamour, '' and feare no blame; 
Tell what thou saVst, maulgre ^ whoso it heares." 
''I saw," quoth she, '' a straunger Ejaight, whose name 
I wote^ not well, but in his shield he beares 

(That well I wote ^) the heads of many broken speares; 
XLIX. 
'' I saw him have your Amoret at will ; 
I saw him kisse ; I saw him her embrace ; 
1 saw him sleepe with her all night his fill ; 
All, manie nights ; and manie by in place 
That present were to testifie the case." 
Which whenas Scudamour did heare, his heart 
Was thrild^ with mward griefe: As when in chace 
The Parthian strikes a stag with shivering® dart, 

The beast astonisht stands in middest of his smart; 

* Bayes^ lanrels. * WaU, know. 

* Fondj fooliih. » Tkrild, pierced. 

* Mtndffrtj in ipite of, I caie not ' fifttvmi^, qaiyexing . 
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L. 

So Stood Sir Scudamour when this he heard, 
Ne word he had to speake for great dismay. 
But lookt on Glauce grim, who woxe afeard ^ 
Of outrage for the words which she heard say, 
Albee^ untrue she wist' them by assay/ 
But Blaodamour, whenas he did espie 
His chaunge of cheere that anguish did bewray, 
He woxe fiiU blithe, as^ he had got' thereby, 

And gan thereat to triumph without victorie. 

LI. 
^'Lo! recreant," sayd he, 'Mhe fiuitlesse end 
Of thy vaine boast, and spoile of love misgotten, 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dost shend,^ 
And all true lovers with dishonor blotten : 
All things not rooted well will soone be rotten/' 
" Fy, fy, false Knight," then false Duessa cryde, 
'< Unworthy life, that love with guile hast gotten ; 
Be thou, wherever thou do go or ryde. 

Loathed of Ladies aU, and of aU Knights defyde ! " 

LII. 
But Scudamour, for passing great despight. 
Staid not to answer; scarcely did reframe 
But that in all those Knights and Ladies sight 
He for revenge had guiltlesse Glauce slaine : 
But, bebg past, he thus began amaine ^ ; 
<< False traitour Squire, false Squire of falsest Knight, 
Why doth mine hand fipom thine avenge abstaine. 
Whose lord hath done my love this foule despight ! 

Why do I not it wreake on thee now m my might ! 

* 1Vox9 afeard, grew afraid. * ^m, as if. 

' Jilbee, although. ' Col, gained. 

* IFiit, knew. ^ Shendj disgrace. 

^ JUtay, experience, knowledge. ' Amaint, Tiolently. 
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LHI. 

'^DidcouTteous, disloyall^ Britonuut, 
Untrue to God, and uDto man uniustl 
What vengeance due can equall thy desait. 
That hast with shamefull spot of ^fiill lust 
Defil'd the pledge coniniitted to thy tnist ! 
Let ugly shame and endlesse mfamy 
Colour thy name \idth foule reproaches rast. 
Yet thou, false Squire, his fault shall deare aby,' 

And with thy punishment his penance shalt supply.** 
LIV. 
The aged dame him seeing so enraged 
Was dead with feare ; nathlesse as neede required 
His flammg fiirie sought to have assuaged 
With sober words, that sufferance? desired 
Till time the tryall of her truth expyred^; 
And evermore sought Britomart to cleare : 
But he the more with furious rage was fyred, 
And thrise his hand to kill her did upreare, 

And thrise he drew it backe : so did at last foibeaie. 

' DidoyaU, im&ithiiil. ^ SKfertmee, patience, endmniee. 
' Jiby, abide. * Eacpyred^ diflco^ered. 



LIV. 1.-7^ aged dame, &c.J « 'Tis very agreeable to poetical 
decorum, as well as a just punishment for Scudamore*s jealous dispcH 
sition, that Glauc^ leaves him thus in ignorance and doubt, till proper 
time and circumstances discover, of themselves, the fidelity of Ami^ 
ret"— Urroir. 



END OF VOL. n. 
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